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•• TO THE PURE ALL THINGS ARE PURE ” 


(Puns omnia pura) 


—AI ah Pioverh. 


" Niuna corroUa mente intese mai sanamente parole ” 

Dicamtron "—contusion 


•• Erubmt, posmique me«m I.ucrelu hbrum 
Sod coram Bruto Brute I recede, Icgct ” 

—Hat tial 


“ Mieulx est de ns tjue de larnies esenpre, 

Pour CO quo rire est le propre des bommes ’’ 

—Rabelais 


■■ The pleasure we derive from perusing the Thousand-and-One Stories 
mabes us regret that we possess only a comparatively small part of these 
truly enchanting fictions " 


—Crichton's " Htsloty oj Atabia.' 






Mo Oo. 


The Tahj of the Damsel Tohfat 
al-Kulub. 

“ Piesei)Uy, she '-cl it aside and taking the 
lute, tightened its stiings , . Then she turned 
and satV' Avithih the chamber an old man, hand¬ 
some in-his hoarmess and stately of semblance.” 
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As'iiJ: c>fTt:r!5iK Ts\y {'■■rtJnl shani'" {f* fTistUi'- :t!ul csibr.:*. 
who iii'.r honfr'ircii "'rut "I'tiot N'tf.tir' <>'1' <« Nicui " 
{Kottti Sh-»,S>'vn'".y) v.tth Ouir p-’.tit.-.i.tj;?* ;>{n{ .tj.piuK'i'lU, 
I wn’.tls'i tnu rtn tli-nj iiwi, :uy *'At!ihs< j''-'-'Kt’.f." rt<* by 
ttfi iriAtiv rj.h iti'Uis, Atid {h'i 1 ctti u r.j>vit.!-tr. v.oth 

onh by ir.- t f ;t * v.;i a < j.U‘r.' svc Supj'li-tn* ui. I ?hi rt'b tc 
ptcj'‘'I t" 5'rhit \v.> l {I'.'.tM.'h), f.T p!iv.-\tc dtcul.tt!*;:! toly, fi\c 
■voluntc., Iwvtii’.i; — 

6 ui'rLL:4i:.\’r /.l sianrs 

To Tur j<.yor <>: 

lllE TUOUSAE!) KIGJITS AEP A MGUT. 

Thi. M-ltuf'" urd it', rttcct-'i-r (Ktr. i. ,-'r.u tt,) o't.Ki'u 
M r. jtbn T.d'- fr>iii ibe Ar.ibic; bh thstu tom*’, 

belli;: jrcbHbit in my two, Tl'« ;ire t.ibcn from t)m 

Br'sIpu rditM.T they nr.; ui'.Iiilm'o’d ;'rimni: the vidtiinf, 

Rt)'. iv. nnd mi,, nwS from rhr Cnl'uti.i fir.|;mtii’ o' 
'iS!4. I enn ny Uttlc foi th** •lylo rs; thr •'.ory.irtuff conininccl 
in tin*- iJu'bm U.\t, whirli In'- bn-n niu'd with jihciiotnrtnl 
jneunou'iu-:r. Mnny p-ot'- .'ifc bojvb'nly Ojiruptci, v.hihi nt 
pmrru we b-Wc ii" mt’.iii'. of .•'.ni'ndsne; t!u' c.^InIIU nnd rif 
mpplyin;: the omb :'ir- i<y crinp-irinon v.iib otlui iii.tnu-ctipt',. 
The At.'ibic is net only f.iuity, but dry .ind ji,jtine, comj.nririj: 
badly with that of the "Thou'e'nd Nii;ht'. niul .n Xis'hl," .nr. it 
nppe.'is in the Mncnaplittn and the nbiiMp'ed Puilnk 'JV\t^. 
Suntiry of the t.dcs :nc futile; the imjoiity hae little to rcc«in- 
nttiid it, raid not a few rcfjuite ,n dtnuer i-Uh'.r than a tr.iiiil.itor. 
Yet they .are v.duable to students as r.how’in;; the diffeient sourres 
and the hcteroftcncQU''. materials from and of which the ttrcit 
Sag.a-book has been compounded. Some ate, inoieover, stiiking 
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The Translators Pore:coni 


and novelj especi.illy parts of the senes entitled Kin" Shah 
Bakht and his Al-Kaln\an (pp. 123-240). Interesting 

also IS the Tale of the “Ten Wa/.irs" (pp 35-112), marking 
the transition of the Persian Bakhtij ar-Xanieh into Arabic. In 
this te\t also and in this only is found Galland’s popular talc 
“ Abou-Ha.san; or, the Sleeper A\sakened,” which I ha\c 
entitled The Sleeper and the Waker.” 

RICHARD F. BURTON. 

JUMOP TnWELll.RS' Ct-tB, 

D.intUr 1 , jSS6 
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TIIOl'SAXI) NIGHTS AND A NIGHT. 


THE SEEi-:rER akd the waker.^ 

It h'‘!h rc .cJ;* T me, O nu'-piaa:'.-.' Ktn;;, thit ;s!e;c o‘!ei> ,t! 
Jjif'i’.Tui, !!> the C'lEphntc wf llnrun \'5u'', ;i mm jsiid a 
jjjtn'ln?!!, v.Im Ind r< j-jt! Afni .-iMI,!'m i!<KETi!i'‘'i by rr'fne ’ 
'I'ht. i!'i-rr;h;>nt died yteat r‘"r< of v c ilth s 3 hi’. IjtTr 3.h.3 

div!il< d it i'llo cqii'd piris, whin if Iv' 1 li.l tip rei'- ;,tul sj'esil 
uf flu* «j{!u‘r h ilf; mtil lit fr-i! tA r.impinjin:; with IVi .md 
tilth the j Aii*;..?tilt* tiK;:c!ntit'.;ind hec-ivo lihii'i :i iiji tojtsx.i!dsink- 


s Ar.ib ••A'-b'iiin vi.i nl-Y.il/t'i ■* Tl***' »TCfh'-U •tci'*) h no! hi *.! e 
rr I'r*-' 1'!.'• ; h'l! It fji.r' In ll*' li'r '*11 ’Irji, i>. In*, 

cehtii VI t'*.; Ui- f.rr.f!"r (0 <-f tl*- >-!! • Kniir- 

inh »' '■r!'' 1' ’■ oi ih' !t!"fv ' A*' il**' r-1. ,t *<{ r.‘i )rl it tv il-r 

t"ib »■’-"<-! the r*—m 1..-<rti!>t ■' < ii.-i'-’-ii I.tt i).-'rT<Ju<;.''ii rr.1 

i'l A'tli'c the rmr.r!.’**.Ti. l-Aiivir. it ti.iis t'rl».-!Iu?i- 

nent'. r* ", n”ii •J'* 1 1 > t'l I’f.c ttl-'i it ifi'n; i*. . fiilNr ll’i'i o’lr 

t'-st S'!' •! o'* n In ’.indf) p>-!!c-tl nr.tJ c'l..-r | t‘*.'>ici t.!i cli Ii- iiiiivire’.ttj 
(ju! rot 'j.ctr<; (lo! it c’.'tp s;; r. ei-vj ihtt Ut r! "cl nn! l-'-n’t 

p^rtiiin it nn Iift.’rlv.tl '‘'■ri Inir nl.iie’l ti-t a fi t. it inrii'r-i u, tl.'r.l tittt 

I! !•. net a i'>)’ft .• nlf i{ 'ilc Ni,lu<' II* fu;it sn \I-h'uLi vhu 

fin* !iC<i ill' I’."!'7) at-Oiil t!'p ck'^ of Sti'tt'j Mti'.nf,'. ih" t.) nn-ha 

drett AH Kiji lOij) a*iJ he 3''aiU rii of ihi* itr-t.ft 
at It H “ti3r;r.!rl in a s'.mji'e am! n.-ric-.li’i* tn.tt.ncr" '.!r. IV. nc 

retn.trjt "T Jtc aVne title {AtVep ami Awtlr) tt of Cfuir-e inteii'lc^l to trVl. 
the icntn't l>ct.'^cn llie cicr)di>'(rr waS.iti.’> lioiirt of Alv-,,il!mtn am! Ittt 
faiitvtic life in the Kh.iUrn ptluo, Mipp.T*.! In him to hwo pifp 1 in a 
ilri'am’': I ms) a'M tint ainotiv"-! frol.t 'me rT.tprn I’.e tvij.! tlic Ji'bcnturc 
mii;hl often h.wc Inpivencvi njiil that it in'plit Inic ftiictt a hint to Corvante. 

2 / e, The VAig See vol i rijjhlaix.: the old xersion cillt him ‘'tin, 
Dib.iiid.ee " 

1 Arab •■Al-rSrt"; a people finicd for clrirniir"! and debiudtcrj-. I 
e.i'it’id see nhv J-i.-.e oniitlcd the I’cm.ni. unlc.s he had I'crsiin fntndtal 
Cairo. 
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Supplemental Nights. 

ing and good eating, till all the wealth' he had with him was wasted 
and wantoned; whereupon he betook himself to his friends and 
comrades and cup-companions and expounded to them his case, dis- 
covenng to them the failure of that which was in his hand of -wealth. 
But not one of them took heed of him or even deigned answer him. 
So he returned to his mother (and indeed his 'spirit was broken) 
and related to her that which had happened to him and what had 
befallen him from his friends, how they had neither shared with 
him nor requited him with speech. Quoth she, “ O Abu al- 
Hasan, on this wise are the sons^ of this time; an thou have aught, 
they draw thee near to them,® and if thou have naught, they put 
thee away from them.” And she avent on to condole xvith him, 
what while he bewailed himself and his tears flowed and he 
repeated these lines;— 

An wane my wealth, no man will succour me, -» When my wealth 
wa-^eth all men friendly show : 

How many a friend, for wealth showed friendliness i Who, when 
my wealth departed, turned to foe 1 

Then he sprang up and going to the place wherein was the other 
half of his good, took it and lived with it well; and he sware that 
he would never again consort with a single one of those he had 
known, but would company only with the stranger nor entertain 
even him but one night and that, when it morrowed, he would never 
know him more. Accordingly he fell to sitting every eventide on 
the bridge over Tigris and looking at each one who passed by 
him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made fnends with 
him and carried him to his house, where he conversed and 
caroused with him all night till morning. Then he dismissed him 
and would never more salute him with the Saldm nor ever more 
drew near unto him neither invited him again. Thus he con¬ 
tinued to do for the space of a full year, till, one day, while he 
sat on the bndge, as was his wont, expecting who should come 
to him so he might take him and pass the night with him, behold 
up came the Caliph and Masrur, the Sworder of his vengeance ‘ 
disguised in ’merchants' dress, according to their custom. So 
Abu al-Hasan looked at them and rising, because he knew the 
not, asked them, “ What say ye ? Will ye go with nie to m 
dwelling-place, so ye may eat what is ready and drink what is at 

1 t e , the half he intended for spending-money. 

2 t e . “ men," a characteristic Arab idiom, here it aODlies .c 

of all time ‘“8 Sons 

3 t e .makejauclv of thee - - 

4 In Lane the Caliph is accompanied by *• certain of his domestics " 



h.c A'A'i/.r itfA fi.r t’i\iL'r. 

h.md, lo v.tt, nnd \vjn< d?’’ 

The Ofifdi rtfii’ti! Eht-., !’Ut lu* cf>njiirf<i hint .'sn!! mkI hi him, 
“ AH.'ds «;v n (Isic, C) tny Lord,}:»' '’‘hh ttic, far ih'iu mt tny t;tt<.4 
tls!-. iiiuht, r.tsd htidlt tint tny hajv. nf thee! " Atid lir cf.trc ! not 
tet ptc"-' Intn ti!i he cotf'titl'd; wh'tc.’il Ahu .tl-ITtun rrjai'-cd 
.inti vr.iikiu)^ on heferc iiiin, i;.tvc nt't over t.tll.itt,; v.ilh iittri till 
tl'.i'y c-itmi to tin. hinn '; atnl he earned Itie C.dip.i into the '■vdow, 
At-K.i'-iiii! ciitetcd :i li.il! siicti as an thnn 'av.'f t tt and tj.ired'.t 
ujion its u.iih., tlnui h.tdst IhIic!',! tnarscls; and h.’d‘.t tiion loikrd 
inrrowly .it it'. v.*att*f-tandutt<. thou v-saM'.i ha\e m-os a fotint.sin 
r ood v.itSi','o’d. ‘i'i'r C.ilipij jinaite hi iii'in ale’e at tiie d.w, 
and, as SCI-.n as he w.a* ■•attd, the lio t hroii„dit liitu >^j;iiouh.it 
to t .t; so he ate, .ind Aim -d-Ii'mn ate v.;i!i liim ili it titino 
mirdii he j;rvt» fui to tiini. Tlica he leniovcd titc traj and they 
v..’dn'd tin ir innd', and the C'^niniander of tltc Faiilifni 'at down 
atj.iin ; tihetetifi-an Aim .•i!4i.i''!n‘ft oji the drird in,' ve- eK and 
se-din'd hieneU hy hi', si.h;, fr!! to fillinit .and i;isint: luin t'l drink’ 
and i.!itcrt.lint'll: iiitn witli lii'enttr; e. Atui Mlo’n tln-y Irtd dtnnk 
their siiffit iency the hist tailed f..*r a i!.!vc-|'i:l id c .a bianth el 
It.'.ii tsho trok .1 lute .and 'atij( to it thus tnu cotiplvt' ;— 

O ihon roe d'n'lio!: to tie. heart, • Wlidcas tl>> forjn is f.ir frnai 

'■(idit, 

Tlum art snj 'jnitc h;. r.'c nt'-trti, • Vrt iw-uctt tieir art tlimi, nsj 

titt.h'. 

Uis lK>',pitatity ph'.-i'isl the, Calijih .ind the j;iv>tilitia5S of his 
rtnnncrr, and he f..nd to Iiint, “Oyontli, wh.o atl ihott ^ M.il.o 
me :ir'in.u!il''d with thytelf, ’.o ! ni.iv n'jntic then thy kindne s."' 
I'.ul Aim nl-ll.f. tn itniled and tai.l, “ O tny lord, f.ir Im it, alas ! 
th.it wlt.il is pTt sltonld ap'.iin come to pi-s and ih.-xt I ontipiny 
with thee at othci time than this fiiit'a I" Th" iViiicc of Tnic 
BehVvers .nked, " Why «>? and why wilt tlioit not .nqtntnt tne 
I'.itli thy c-ise?” .nid Aim .il-JIasan answried, “ Know, O tny 
lord, th.it iny story ij. stratute .itnl th.d thetc is a c.nno for this 
afr.iir." Quoth AI-K.ishid, *• And wh.it is the cani-e ? " .and (pi'jth 
he, " The r-unc hath a t.itl." The Caliph* l.inf;h''d at Id' words 

1 At.-.b •'Kindt; MnlaWnt:,*' »« bt'-vj liat’-d in a ii! itter, ot in 

an on n, an e.lrtli'n jir j'.re'ifn'' 1 y heatciS, tn ti’r 'sti'i oi v h.rh iht-'eiiji"- or 
Kinniw J1 o{ .ire ipj.lnsi: "it iiliibiir tliin oire b-t id. e.jv fsilU if 

it be nnde llsiii and leAicnw!" See Ai-Sbdari, a infT.bc.il writer ono'lcd 
bj Dcirj. 

2 In other jnrl'iof The Klclit". Ilanin nl-Ua-hid deebn'-* wine drinVini;. 

3 li’e ‘AiUmili (d'JctisTtmue) Sajee (p 212. Comj'Ts.wKc I’hitoloK), 
I^jndijit. Trulner, iSSy) Roci fir biclc for Khdif.iti . a <!. ptii^, a nieceswr. 
lie Itejiii'i with the Semitic (Iblircw?) toot “ Khiliph " . - to ch.ingc, 
oidiinge lieirc Kiiib-ph" f. n^io, I'rom thii the Greets got tlieir 
soXKvfivi and Cicero l.is "CoUybm,'* a tnoney-Jcndcr. 


A 2 


4 Sti*>f'kment(tl Nights, 

and Abu al-Hasan said, “ I will explain to thee this saying by the 
tale of the Larrikin and the Cook. So hear thou, O my lord, the 


STORY OF THE LARRIKIN^ AND THE COOK." 


One of the ne’er-do-wells found himself one fine morning 
without aueht and the uorkLwas sliaitcncd upon him and 
patience failed him; so he lay down to sleep and ceased not 
slumbering till the sun stang him and the foam came out upon 
his mouth, whereupon he arose, and he was penniless and had 
not even so much as a single dirham. Presently he arrived at 
the shop of a Cook, who had set his pots and pans over the fire 
and washed his sauceis and wiped his scales and swept his shop 
and sprinkled it, and indeed liis fats and oils were clear and 
clarified and his spices fragrant, and he himself stood behind his 
cooking-pots ready to seive customers. So the Lartikiii, whose 
wits had been sharpened by hunger, went in to him and s.duting 
him, said to him, “ Weigh me half a dirham’s worth of meat and 
a quarter of a dirham’s w'orth of boiled grain“ and the like of 
bread.” So the Kitchener weighed it out Vo him and the good- 
for-naught entered the shop, whereupon the man set the food 
before him and he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and licked 
the saucers and sat perplexed, knowing not how he should do 
with the Cook conccniing the price of that he had eaten, and 
turning his eyes about upon everything in the shop; and as he 
looked, behold, he caught sight of an earthen pan lying arsy- 
X ersy upon its mouth; so he raised it from the ground and found 
under it a horse’s tail, freshly cut off and the blood oozing from 
It, w'hereby he knew that the Cook adulterated his meat with 
horseflesh. When he discovered this default, he rejoiced therein 
and washing his hands, bowed his head and went out, and when 


1 Arab "Harfush." (m Bresl Edit iv 138. " Ivliarfiish m ponuKr 

parlance a " blaciguard " 1 have to thanb Mr Alexander J Cotheal ^Neu 
Yorb, for sending me a MS copy of this tale ' " 

2 Arab ■■ Ta’am,” in Egypt and Somaliland = millet seed (Ho!r,„ 
Soighum) cooked in various wa>s In Barbary it is applied to the local staff of 
life, Kuskusu, wheaten or other flour damped and granulated by hand to tl?^ 
size of peppercorns, and lastly steamed (as we steam potatoes), the culleml ^ 
pot being placed o\ er a long-necked jar full of boiling wate- It is spr 
with clarified butter, shredded onions and meat. and it represents the , 
of Northern Italy Europeans geheraily find it too greasy for dwestion 
Barbary staff of life is of old date and is thus mentioned by Leo Afnca ^ 
earl) sixth century " It is made of a lump of Dow, first set upon 

in a vessel full of holes and aftentards tempered with Butter and Poif 
So sa)S good Master John Pory, •• A Geographical Histone of Africa h ^i^t " 
Leo, a Moor,” London. 1600, impensis George Bishop ' John 



Story of the Larrikin and the Cook. 

“ As lu; looked, behold, ho caught of rin 
ciirthoin jkui lyinf^ nrsy-versy upon il.s mouth; so 
ho raistd it from the jjroimd and found under it 
a horse's tail, freshly cut olf and the idtiod oozitift 
from it; whereby he knew that the Cook .iduUorated 
his meat with iiur.seilcsh.” 




a * SupplmcnUi! Kiglt/s. 

cnrouscd with him and he uith me, and I lavished all my money 
on comrades and good cheer, till there remained vith me naught; 

V hereupon 1 betook myself to the friends and fellow-topers upon 
whom I had wasted my wealth, so perhaps they might provide 
for my case ; but, when I rdsitcd them and went round about to 
them all, I found no vantage in one of them, nor would any so 
much as break a bittock of bread in my face. So I wept for 
myself and repairing to my mother, complained to her of my case. 
Quoth she:—Such are friends; an thou have aught, they frequent 
thee and devour thee, but, an thou have naught, thc}' cast thee 
off and chase thee away. Then I brought out the other half of 
my money and bound myself by an oath that I would never more 
entertain any save one single night, after which I would never 
again salute him nor notice him; hence m3' sa3'ing to thee:—Far 
be it, alas! that what is past should again come to pass, for I 
will never again company with thee after this night.” When the 
Commander of the Faithful heard this, he laughed a loud laugh 
and said, “ By Allah, O my brother, thou art indeed excused in 
this matter, now that I know the cause and that the cause hath 
a tail. Nevertheless, Inshallah, I will not sever myself from 
thee.” Replied Abu al-Hasan, “ O my guest, did I not say to 
thee, Far be it, alas! that what is past should again come to 
pass ’ For indeed I wall nc\cr again foregather W'ith any'" 
Then the Caliph rose and the host set before him a dish of roast 
goose and a bannock of first-bread* and sitting down, fell to 
cutting off morsels and morseliuig the Caliph therewith. They 
gave not over eating till the}' were filled, when Abu al-Hasan 
brought basin and ew’er and potash’ and the>' washed their 
hands. Then he lighted three wax-candles and three lamps, and 
spreading the drinking-cloth, brought strained wine, clear, old 
and fragrant, whose scent w-as as that of \ir^ musk. He filled 
the first cup and sa3'ing, “ O my boon-companion, be ceremony 
laid aside between us by thy leave ! Thy slave is by thee; may 
I not be afflicted with thy loss 1 ” drank it off and filled a second 
cup, w’hich he handed to the Caliph wdtb due reverence. His 
fashion pleased the Commander of the Faithful, and the goodh- 
ness of his speech and he said to himself, “ By Allah, I 
assuredly requite him for this! ” Then Abu al-Hasan filled the 


1 < s , of the first half, as has been shown 

2 Arab "Kumajah" from the Persian Kumash = bread unlearened 
baked in ashes Egj’ptians use the word for bannocks of fine fiour ^ 

3 Arab "Ifali," our "alcah". for this and other abstergents's*.e vnl i 

night xxvii, “ mi. L 



Tlf Sfrf/'.'r tSK.i the j 

cup niT'iiii and hnndcd it to the Caliph, rccitinp tliMc two 
couplet';:*— 

IJnd wc tli'.'coming kno'vn, we mould for tocniicc » ll.i\e pound 
thee out heort'p Wood or Wacknets of the tyea; 

Ay, nml wc v.ouhl Inve ■'.prnd our lio'onw. tn thy may, • That so 
thy fc(.t might fare on cyehdt, carpcl-misc. 

When the Caliph heard his vciscs, he took the cvip from his hand 
and hissfd it and drnnk it off and relumed it to Abu al-llasan, 
who mahe itim an obeisance and filled and drank. Then he filled 
aRixin and ki‘'sipq; the cup thrice, recited thee lines:— 

Vour presence hf'nourt'th the hafc, • And me confrsD the deed of 

gr.ice; 

.^isd )ou ah'cnl your*''lf from U':, • No freke me fii.d to fill your place. 
Then lie n-ivo the cup to the Caliph, sayint;, “ Dnnk it in hc.aUh 
."ind soundtK"':.! It doclh aw.ay malady .and briiiiieth remedy and 
fclteth the runnels of health to flow free.” So they cca=ed not 
caioU-MUf: and ronverMurf till middle ni:dU, when the Cthph said 
to liir- ho"t, “O luy hrnthcr, hast thou in thy heart a concupi.sccncc 
tliou woukltt have accomj>li«hcd or n contingency thou mouldst 
.avert ?" Said he, “ Hy .\ihh, there is no uv;ret in my heart 
save tint I am not cmpjwercd v.ath biddiiu; and forbiddm;;, so I 
mieh! m.unfie v.hnt is in my mind!" Quoth the Comminder 
of the r.ailliful, •' By Allah, and .apain by Allah,® O my brother, 
tell me what is in thy mind!” And quoth Abti .al-II.asan, 
"Woulii Heaven I mi :lif be C.rliph for one d.iy and avenge 
my: "'If on my neighbourfor tint in my vicinity is a mosque and 
tbeuin four rbayl.br, v.lio bold it .a gri<'\ance when thou; cometh 
a guest to me, and they trnub'e me with t.dk and worry' me in 
words .and men.rce rue that they will rompl tin of nto to the 
Brincf of True Believer-, and indeed they oppress me cacccd- 
ingly, and 1 crave of .Ml di the Mo't High power for one d.>y, that 
I may beat each and every of them with four hundred kudrc';, .as 
well .u, the Imam of the nio'Tqitc, and par.adc them roundabout 
the city of Baglu! ml and bid cry tu’forc them:—This is the lew.ird 
.and the. Iti't of the rcw.ard of whoso cxceedcth in t.ilk .and \e\cth 
the folk and lurneth their joy to .mnoy. This is what 1 wi;h, 
.and no more." Said the C.diph, •' All.di gr.mt thee that thou 
sedeest 1 Let u.s crack one last cup .and rise ere the d.iwn draw 
near, and to-morrow night I will be with thee again.” Said Abu 


1 Untrs have titeiirrcU in vol. i. ni.;lil mh: 1 quote Mr. Payne 

2 Ar.vli “ Y.t 'll.ah, }.t ’lltli"; vule uwd for "Look nhariil" (g. "V.-l 
'Hall jin, yi m.al'nl’' k " lie cif at once, boy." 
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al-Hasan, “ Far be it! ” Then the Caliph crowned a cup, and 
putting therein a piece of Cretan Bhang,' gave it to his host and 
said to him, " My life on thee, O my brother, drink this cup from 
my hand 1 ” and Abu al-I-Iasan answered, “ Ay, by thy life, I will 
dnnk it from thy hand." So he took it and drank it off; but 
hardly had it settled in his stomach, when his head forewent his 
heels and he fell to the ground like one slain; whereupon the 
Caliph went out and s.aid to his slave Masrur, “ Go in to yonder 
young man, the house master, and take him up and bring him to 
me at the palace; and when thou goest out, shut the door." So 
saying, he went away, whilst Masrur entered, and taking up Abu 
al-Hasan, shut the door behind him, and made after his master, 
till he reached with him the palace what while the night drew to 
an end and the cocks began crowing,” and set him down before 
the Commander of the Faithful, who laughed at him.’ Then he 
sent for ]a’afar the Barmecide and when he came before him, 
said to him, “ Note thou yonder young man " (pointing to Abu 
al-Hasan), “ and when thou shalt see him to-morrow seated in 
my place of estate and on the throne' of my Caliphate and clad 
in my royal clothing, stand thou in attendance upon him and 
enjoin the Emirs and Grandees and the folk of my household and 
the officers of my realm to be upon tbcir feet, as in his service 
and obey him in whatso he shall bid them do; and thou, if he 
speak to thee of aught, do it and hearken unto bis say and 
gainsay him not in anything during this coming day." Ja’afar 
acknowledged the order with “ Hearkening and obedience ” and 
withdrew, Avhilst the Prince of True Believers went in to the 
palace women, who came up to him, and he said to them, “When 
this sleeper shall awake to-morrow, kiss ye the ground between 
his hands, and do ye wait upon him and gather round about 
him and clothe him in the royal clothing and serve him wuth the 
seiwice of the Caliphate and deny not aught of his estate, but 
say to him, Thou art the Cahph.” Then be taught them wffiat 

1 Arab " Banj aVritashi,'' a term which has occurred before. 

2 A natural clock, called by West Africans Cokkerapeek = Cock-speak 

All the world over it is the subject of superstition see Giles’s "Stranee 
Stories from a Chinese Studio” {» 177), where Miss Li, who is a devil hears 
the cock crow and vanishes ‘ “ 

3 In Lane Al-Rashid " found at the door his young men waiting for him 
and ordered them to convey Abu-l-Hasan upon a mule and returned to thl 
palace, Abu-I-Hasan being intoricated and insensible And when 
Khaleefeh had rested himself in the palace, he called for,” etc 

4 Arab " Knrsi,” Assyrian •'Kussu ”= throne, and “ Korsai ” 
Aramaic (or Nabathean as Al-Mas’udi calls it), the second growth-period of 
the "Semitic" family, which supplanted Assyrian and Babylonian and 
became, as Arabic now is, the common speech of the " Semitic " world ' 
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they .'•ho'.iki ^ly to him nnd how they -‘■hot'ld do with him nnd 
withdrawing ton retired room,* let dov.n a curtain before hini’-olf 
;uul t^ept. Tlum fared it with the Cahpli ; but n't regard? 
Abu .•ibna>an, he gave not over‘•nmimt in in? ;dte[) till the day 
brake riear, and the ri'-ing of the Piin drevr near, when a woman 
in waitum came: up to him and said {o him, “(t oiir lord, the 
morning pra} e t ’ " Ile-armg the -e v.oid'> he hnghed and opening 
hiacjei'. tiirmeithcm ahmit the palace and finind hiniM !f in an 
nputnomt who'',^' walk* were painte/1 with ,goid ntu! iapi-; lanili 
and itsVciling dotted ami ‘■tasn-e! a'.ith red gold. Armru! it were 
rdtf’pim: elnmb- r'^, with curtrdn? r,f gntd cmhnndi red silk kt 
dov.n oaer th dr doors, and all abcut vc'^'d.- rsf gold and portelain 
nnd cryt.d a;r<t furniture and caq'''t‘i di'prerd .and Iimpa harning 
before tbo :ii'I k wherein men praaed, and sKae git)? and cumicli? 
nnd ?d.amchike', and bkicl; '■h\e? and b-ij.' am) pige? .and 
altend.''nt?. Whn iie •.aw lhj>- he va^ )>t v.iukre.i in iris wit 
arc! said, “ I!y Alkdt, ritiie’" ! am dre-amin-g a dream, or thi? i.s 
P.,nidie .'■tid tie Al'-vif of INare’l ’ Am! he ;-!nit lir. eyc..“nd 
would h e c al'iU again. Qi’otli one of tire ctinufh':, “ O my 
Jiird, til', it. m't of thy vert, O Cotmn-''nfh '5 of tire l-'aithful! " 
Th'_n tin* re‘! of tlie Inmlm.iid' rif tin, pdneo came up to liirri 
am! lift'd him into .i 'itting pasture, when Iw found hnmclf 
up'in a imutia". i d^c 1 .i cubit"'. In i.’ht from the ground and 
all •-iitfi, d '.'.ilh {loss silk. So they seated him up.an it and 
propped isi- <•!!' iw with .a pillow, and he looked .it the apartment 
nnd its \.i'.t:.<‘s and ' 4 w those eunuch', and ;d ivc-girk in at¬ 
tend nice upon him ami st.imhiig .ibnit hi:. Ik id, whe'eupon he 
laughed at hmrelf .mid raid, *'l?y Allah, 'tis not .as 1 wue on 
wake, yet I am not asleej)!" .Nnd in hi;, pciilesity he bov.id 
his chin iip’n Ids bosom and then opined hi?e)e', little by little, 
FimHurt nnd ‘,ijing, “ Wlnl i.i this st.itc wherein I find tnyelf'” 
Then lie art. e .uid .‘•at up, whili-t the dumi-ls I m);hi i .it him 
pniily: .ind he w.is hcwilih red in his wit, .>nd bit hi', finger: ami 
as the bite pu'nid him, he irie.l "Ob ’ " ami wur it',''d ; and the 


r Arab ’'M.iL'ta rrnbj'rib," wh'cli I^ie.e nn’lr-i li) "a pm.ilc clo'i'!." 
and r.ivtse In' a " P'lV) p'.iic," !'!r,'e-litjy ihi* tl''- Ciliplip' in a ntim, ro 
cent S'>, V I'ee startme Or tlic ” Caiapt'cn." Sir OharlcX.ipinr (of 

Sit'd), in Id-, real fo- Jn'iitenii'!; od.cc-V l>it:r,e,i im'h>'ru"T.lv ihn • n wn'rr- 
clft-et lent for hit (ptirtirs—mireo ciin". tbit not of ihc ii.ifl, who had a 
itlmnce f-ar of him. but of tl c multitii'ie "ho lei/l not 

2 Aral). ■■ Dar .il-SiIam." one of the'rii'n ''Cardens" into which the 
MohammHin I’.iradi" e dnidr'l Man'*, fthieil lia| pin('''‘5 Isfi.i't in a 
Gardn (Ld'.n) and ih, .tint caeic n.aiitr.ilh that it would continue 

there Tor the 'iti'n lli-wen'’, •'tst sol \i ni.iht dcicsM 
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Caliph watched him, whence he saw him not, and laughed. 
Presently Abu al-Hasan turned to a damsel and called to her; 
Avhercupon she ans\Yered, “ At thy service, O Prince of True 
Believers ! ” Quoth he, “ What is thy name ? ’’ and quoth she, 
“Shajarat al-Durr.'” Then he said to her, “By the protection 
of Allah, O damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful ? ’’ She 
replied, “ Yes, indeed, by the protection of Allah thou in this 
time art Commander of the Faithful." Quoth he, “ By Allah, 
thou best, O thousandfold whore®! ’’ Then he glanced at the 
Chief Eunuch and called to him, whctcupon he came to him and 
kissing the ground before him, said, “ Yes, O Commander of the 
Faithful." Asked Abu al-Hasan, “ Who is Commander of the 
Faithful ?" and the Eunuch ans'v\ ered “ Thou ” And Abu al-Hasan 
said, “ Thou liest, thousandfold he-whore that thou art 1 ” Then 
he turned to another eunuch and said to him, “O my chief,* by 
the protection of Allah, am I Prince of the True Believers ?" 
Said he, “ Ay, by Allah, O my lord, thou art in this time Com¬ 
mander of the Faithful and ^hceregcnt of the Lord of the three 
Worlds." Abu al-Hasan laughed at himself and doubted of his 
reason and was beudldered at what he beheld, and said, “ In one 
night do I become Caliph ? Yesterday I was Abu al-Hasan the 
Wag, and to-day I am Commander of the Faithful." Then the 
Chief Eunuch came up to him and said, “ O Prince of True 
Believers (the name of Allah encompass thee 1) thou art indeed 
Commander of the Faithful and Viceregent of the Lord of the 
three Worlds 1 ” And the slave-girls and eunuchs flocked round 
about him, till he arose and abode wondering at his case. Here¬ 
upon the Eunuch brought him a pair of sandals wrought with 
raw silk and green silk and purfled with red gold, and he took 
them and after examining them set them in his sleeve; rvhereat 
the Castrato cried out and said, “ Allah ! Allah 1 O my lord, 
these are sandals for the treading of thy feet, so thou majst 
wend to the wardrobe.” Abu al-Hasan was confounded, and 
shaking the sandals from his sleeve, put them on his feet, whilst 
the Caliph died* of laughter at him. The slave forewent him to 
the chapel of ease, where he entered and doing his job,® came out 


1 Branch of Pearl, see \ol i night xl 

2 Arab ■■ Kabbah." the lowest word (vol i night roi ). effectively used in 

contrast with the speaker’s surroundings ■' m 

3 Arab ■■ Ya kabiri,” = mon brave, mj good man 

4 This exaggeration has now become fanuhar to English speech 

5 Uke an Eastern he goes to the water-closet the first thing m th 

morning, or rather dawn, and then washes ceremoniaUj- before savme 
first prajer. ^ ° 
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into the chainlicr, \'.!u'!cuj>on the shvc ftirhbrotifjhl him a h.^Mii 
of {told and an ewer of Mlvrr and poiinai wator on hi>; haii'.K’ 
and he made th*' WunVaidtition. Then they ‘;pt<a<J him 
a pmjor-cajpet and ho prayed. Xove he knew not how to 
pMV' and t,mve not over bnavin" and pro'dratinij for twenty 
indinatinn-^s in hinv.clf the v.hilc and .eayino, “ r»y 

Ali'di, 1 .nm none other th.an the Commander of the F.iiihftil in 
ver\ tuith! Tino is assnicdly no rirc.am, for all these things 
happen iKit in a dream." And he w.as con%’inccd and determined 
in hinwelf that he was Prince of Tme Believers; so he pio- 
nouno d the Salim' and finished his pr.iycrs; wherenivni the 
MasneV.dea and slave tdrls came round al*aul hissa with Inmdled 
suits of lilks !i and linen and clad him in the csistom of sht 
Caliphito and gave the, rwy.al dagger in his hand. Then the 
Chief nmnich came in and said, “O Ptinca of Tntc Ihdievers, 
(he Chamlvcihin is at the dtvar cr.ivim; permission to enter." 
Said he, "Let him enter 1" wheretuvm he came in and after 
kissing ground offered the sakil.ation, “ Peace he ivpon' then, O 
Commander of the F.iilhful!’’ At this Ahss aM5.as.ui rose and 
de'^ccnd''d from the coneh to the ihioi; v.heren(vin the oiiici.i! 
exclaimed ‘*.\llah! Allihl O Prince of True Ihlievcrs, uottest 
thou lint th.at all men are thy lieges .and uiuler thy rule .md that 
it i;. not meet for the C.aliph to rirc to any man?" Prc''ently 
lilt Fnniich went out hefne him, .and the little white rd.avcs 
Iwhmd him, and they ccamhI not going till thev raised the curtain 
and brought him into the Ini! of judgment and the throne-naom 
of the Cahphatt. There he ''aw the cm I aim; and the forty door> 
and .‘vl-'IjU arni .M-K.d tin pixit. mid 'Ibd.'m and Jadhn 
and Mm Ji-h.'ik' the rup-comp-mmi and F-held swords dmwn 
and tl'.c iimis’’ r'linj oing the tV.rons' ns (he white of the s>ye 
eiuisslcth the bia<?...and gilded glaives and deiih-dealiag bows 

1 J liave r-.j'tvri*! \ lij an navtern does «M v\a h in the ba'ia as 

>! s in vot i, tu,:til \'hi 

2 ! / , H'- vta* 'o osui’ -i that he forgfit All Modems know l,ow to 
P'S), wbt'i'.-*- st't V j's.i) ir mU 

3'l!iO lUu-r ; :.orr ei,i,g.5, of only Inir inclmasi en (ra,' 4 Vi;); two 
'•rv-.'*' (stiMi’-ii .'liVnnicd). niut twt Suni.a!’ (tin tis'toai of t'.f ApvUo) 
For ibc Itnia M.'te.' loinr. .SI F. diaju id ; u c.amiot Im csplvined witliom 
illoMrations. 

.) After both of ]''a.rw Farr find Sannali. llie Modem looks over hi'' 
rir,bt .hot'ldtran'i'-avv'liiel’cia'fof At'\h) upon )oii atul the riitli of 
Allali." and rei'.al', the words over the left tslnaiildcr. The ■s-dnt.uioii is 
ndiltf "'d to ti.e Guirdh.i Angels or to the lijsl.inJem (Modems) who. 
however, do not reliirn it. 

5 / f. Ibmliim of .Mo> td the iniiddan. See vol in night ecKxiv 

6 Arab " Id) uih ' pUir of ’‘lm>th," a hon liere w.arrion .arc me.anl. 




j2 Supj'lcmcntal jVi^/its. 

and Ajams and Arabs and Turks and Daylamites and folk 
and peoples and Emirs and Wazirs and Captains and Grandees 
and Lords of the land and men of war in band, and in vcr>' 
sooth there appeared the might of the house of Abbas' and 
the majesty of the Prophet’s family. So he sat down upon 
the throne of the Caliphate and set the dagger* on his lap, 
whereupon all piesent cainc up to kiss ground between his hands 
and called down on him length of life and continuance of weal. 
Then came forward ja'afar the Barmecide and kissing the 
ground, said, “Be the wide world of Allah the treading of thy 
feet and may Paradise be thy dwelling-place and the Fire the 
home of thy foes! Never maj' neighbour defy thee nor the 
lights of fire die out for thee,’ O Caliph of all cities and ruler of 
all countnes! ” Therewithal Abu al-Hasan cried out at him and 
said, " O dog of the sons of Bannak, go dow n forthright, thou 
and the chief of the city police, to such a place in such a street 
and deliver an hundred dinars of gold to the mother of Abu 
al-Hasan the Wag and bear her my salutation. Then, go to 
such a mosque and take the four Shaylrhs and the Imam and 
scourge each of them wnth a thousand' lashes and mount them 
on beasts, face to tail, and parade them round about all the city 
and banish them to a place other than this city; and bid the 
crier make ct^’ before them, saying:—“ This is the reward and 
the least of the reward of whoso niultiplieth words and molesteth 
his neighbours and damageth their delights and stinteth their 
eating and drinking 1” ja’afar received the command and 
answered “With obedience”; after which he went down from 
before Abu al-Hasan to the city and did all he had ordered him 
to do. Meanwhile, Abu al-Hasan aloJe in the Caliphate, taking 
and giidng, bidding and forbidding and carrying out his command 
till the end of the day, when he gave leave and permission to 
wdthdrawg and the Emirs and Ofiicers of state departed to their 


1 The Abbasides traced their de'seent from Al-Abbas, Mohammed's 
nncle, andjustlj held themseUes as belonging to the family of the Prophet 
See \ ol 1 night idi 

2 Arab “ Kimshah ” = •‘balf-SMord ■’ Seesol ii night 

3 ir. May thy dwelling-place neier fall mto rum. The prayer has 
strange to say, been granted "The present city on the Eastern bank of the 
Tigns was built by Haroun al-Rasbid, and his house still stands there and is 
an object of reverent cunosit> " So sajs my friend Mr Grattan Gearv 
(vol. i p, 212, " Through Asiatic Turte3',‘’ London • Low. 1S7S) He also 

es a sketch of Znbaj dab’s tomb on the w estem bank of the Tigris near the 
suburb which represents old Baghdad, it is a pineapple dome sponging from 
an octagon, both of brick once resetted wath white stucco 

4 In the Bresl Edit four hundred I prefer the exaggerated total. 



Tr.( SI fp.r at„i tf.e W'lthr. 13 

pt'.cia! occupnlion'i anU h'looked toward-^ the Chamberlain :ui 1 
the rt"l af the nttenduit. and j-aiil, “llctiunc!" Thin the 
Eumtclis came to him and tailint; down otj him leiu'th of life and 
contnni.iiicc of %\oai, wn’i.-d in attendance np m him and taised 
the enrt lin, and he cnieicdi the pavdion of ilie llaum. ishcre lu: 
found ciiuHc'; lighted and lamps Inniiin;' and ;;in”inf;-\\omtn 
bii'-’ine cm nr tuiments, and ten sh\( jmls, h'^h-bns-uned maids. 
\N h'-n be sav. tliis, he v.ai. cunfmindtd m hn- a\it and saul to 
lune elf, “ Dy All di, 1 am in tenth Comm m !>•: of tiie raithful! " 
presently addin,r, “or hipiy ihea' aio of the j.'nm an! he who 
war, my pnesi yi».term„du was one of tin ir kim;? wdn '-uv no 
way to requite my fivoura *.ivc by commatidni' hi- 1 frits lo 
addrc-'s me o- Piititc of True lielnwer:. Ifut an tbe '• Iv of the 
jann nriv All. b didnci me in sab t\ from tbcii mi cbmf!” As 
.s V .1 as b ■ .tppeart-d, the flaei; ^irb toa; to bim .ind can;.ini? linn 
i.p on to tim dtis,* lu.^uidu bim a ,rreit tra;,, iwqireid with the 
ii'‘lu t 11 ,.'ids. ?'> he ate tbcti tfwi'.h .d! bis mi';ht and ns m, 
til! b'' b d putt, n lii^ fill, wlu-n lu ('..ll'd one of the hatitbii.iids 
.uul nidi to b'l, '• W'lnt is thy nimc?" Replud she, “My 
name i- 'di b md" and he waul to aimtlu r, “ W'b it i. thy 11 imc ? " 
f}ii'th sbi. “ M% ir>me 1 ; Tati.-diTiuii lie a'd e 1 a tbinl, 
“ \\ Isat is thy n ui'c?” who answric 1, “ My name is Tolifdi*," 
and. lie wi 111 on to .jitf ■ti'in the d uiis* Is of tlu-'r n.ame';, one after 
otiitt, nil he hid Icarm.l tim ten, wh<n lie ii> e from that place 
ami tem'e,£i! to the wine-clnmher. He fonmi it eiery way 
comph Ic .'inl raw therein ten pit.it tr.iys, coicrel with all 
fruit, and c'tc-. mu! every sort of sweetmc us. So he sat 

down and ate triere'of after the measure of his comp''!etK.y, 

and finding tin re ihiec liiMp,-. of sin,ptu:-pirl:. was am.wtd 

and made the ipils c.u. I'htn he s.it and the singers also 

seated them cKcs, whil-t the hlacl: slaves and the white slaves 
and lilt tunuchs and pages and Imy.s stood, .ind of the slave-girls 
some it and otlicn, stisad The dani' e]'. sang and warhkd all 
vaiicties of inelr.dits and the jil.ice rang with the sweetness of the 
songs, whilst the pipes tind out and the* lutes with them wsuied, 
till it fecmccl to .41111 al-H.tsan th.il he wa.s in I’ai.idise and bus 
ht irt war. heartened .ind Ins breast hro idencd. So he spoiled and 

lit, the r.ai"s! rtsf-i at the «p;vr end of an Oriental ‘aloon, niul the 
place of hO'nnir. which Joine calli h) its nirvjioan name “ l.iw In " See his 
vol i 3 ii-am! his M li chip! i ; also my vol in night cchiii 

2 *• Ihi o‘ Miisk " 

3 " A pm." 11 *mri' 

1 “A gift," .a prt ent It is instructive to compare jkbii .al-H.as.an with 
Sanclio r.inia. sptigi.ll> Arab wit wiili grave Sp.inisli liumour. 




Sufflemcrtal A'tgUs. 

jojance grew on him and he bestowed robes of lionour on the 
damsels and gave and bestowed, challenging this girl and kissing 
that and toving with a third, plying one with wine and morselling 
another with meat, till nightfall. All this while the Commander 
of the Faithful was diverting himself with watching him and 
laughing, and when night fell he bade one of the slave-girls drop 
a piece of Bhang in the cup and give it to Abu al-Hasan to diink. 

So she did his bidding and gave him the cup, which no sooner 
had he drunk than his head forewent his feet.’ Therewith the 
Caliph came forth from behind the curt.ain, laughing, and calling 
to the .attendant who had brought Abu al-H.asan to the palace, 
said to him, " Carry’ this man to his own place.” So Masrur 
took him up, and carrying him to his own house, set him down 
in the saloon. Then he went forth from him, and shutting the 
saloon-door upon him, returned to the Caliph, who slept till the 
morrow. As for Abu al-Has.aD, he gave not over slumbering 
till Almightj’ Allah brought on the morning, when he rccorcred 
from the drug and awoke, crj-ing out and s.aying, “ Ho, TufTahah ! 

Ho, Rabat al-Kulub! Ho, Misk.ah! IIo, Tohfah®!” And he 
ceased not calling upon the p.al.ace hand-maids till his mother 
heard him summoning strange damsels, and rising, came to him 
and said, “ Allah's name encompass thee ! Up with thee, O niy 
son, O Abu al-Hasan! Thou dreamest.” So he opened his 
eyes, and finding an old wom.TH at his head, raised his eyes and 
said to her, “ Who art thou ? " Quoth she, “lam thy mother; ” 
and quoth he, “Thou host! I am the Commander of the Faithful, 
the Viceregent of Allah.” Whereupon his mother shrieked aloud 
and said to him, “ Heaven preseiwe thy reason ! Be silent, O my ' 
son, and cause not the loss of our fives and the wasting of thy 
wealth, which will assuredly befal us if any hear this talk and 
carry it to the Caliph." So he rose from his sleep, and findm«- \ 
himself in his own saloon and his mother by him, had doubts 
his wit, and said to her, “ By Allah, O my mother, I saw nij self ! 
in a dream in a palace, with slave-girls and Mamelukes about me 
and in attendance upon me, and I sat upon the throne of the 
Caliphate and ruled. By Allah, O my mother, this is what I saw 
and in very sooth it was no dream!" Then he bethought himself ' 

I X / . he fell down senseless. The old version has his bead fcptvl- a 
ag ains t his knees." ocked 

a Arab " Waddi " vulg. Egyptian and Sj-rian for the classical •• Add - 
(ii. of .\ddu=preparing to do) No wonder that Lane complains (ui 
the “ xTilgar style, abounding in errors." ' " of 

3 O Apple, O Repose o' Hearts, O Slusk, O Choice Gift. 
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awbilf' and '^asd, ** A‘.-.i!rrd!y,* 1 am Abu al-Hn<'-ati ai-Khali'n, and 
tin- that 1 saw was only a dream when I was made Cahph and 
Kale and falnde." Tlien he b'jthouf;ht hitnself again and said, 
Kay, but ’tuas nt4 a dream, and I am none other than the 
C.iiij'h, and iruietJ I gave gifts .\nd bestov.cd honour-robes.’* 
Quoth Ids mother to him, “ O my son, thou sportest with thy 
reason: thou wilt go to the mail-house’ and hccomc a garing- 
stcch. Indeed, that which thou h.ast seen is only from the foul 
Fiend, and it was an imbroglio of dreams, for at times Satan 
-spartclh with men's wits in all niniincrs of w.ays,*" Then said 
she to him, " O my son, w.as theio any one with thee yesternight ?" 
.And he reiiceted and s,dd, “ Yes: one laj the night with me and 
1 acqu linU'd him with my c.a;e and told him my tale. Doubtless, 
he was uf the Devils, and I, O my mother, even as thou sayst 
truly, am .Abu al-IIaMu al-Kliah’a,*’ She rejoined, “0 my son, 
ujo'ce in tidn.gs of all good, for }e<tcrday's record is that there 
c-ime theAVimir ja’afirthe iiannccidertiid his ni.my, and beat the 
Shajkhr: of the mo qiie and the Im.ini, each a thousand lashes; 
after v.liich they pit.aded them round .about the city, making pro¬ 
clamation before them and s.aY!ng:—This is the rcw.ird and the 
lea.st of the reward of who-m faileth in goo-lwill to his neighbour.^ 
and troublcth on them their Uses! .And he bani'-hed them from 
Daglidad. Morco\er, the Caliph tent me an hiiridied dinars and 
lent to r-alulc me." Wlierciipan Abu al-llns.in cried out .and 
said to her, “ O ill-omened crone, wait tlimi contradict me and tell 
me th.at I .am not the Prince of True Hclic\crs? ’Twas I who 
commanded J.i’.af.ir the Pannccidc to heat the Shaykhs and 
p tr.idc llicin aDjut the city and m.al.c proclam.ition before them, 
.utd 'tw.is I, very I, who rent thee the hundred dinars and sent to 
■nUite thee, and 1, O beldam of ill-luck, .am in verj' deed the 
Comm.audcr of the Faithful, and thou art a liar, who would make 
me out an idiot." So saaing, he rose up and fell upon her and 
beat her with a staff of almond-wood, till she cried out, “ Help, O 
Moslems!" and he iiicrc.wed the In'ding upon her, till the folk 
heaid her cries .and coming to her, found Abu al-Hasan hashing 
his mother and sajing to her, “O old woman of ill-omcn, am I 
not the Commander of the Faithful ? Thou hast cnsorcellcd 
me I” When the folk heard his words, they s.iid, “This man 


j Aral) •“ Dojhri." .a pure Tiirkidi «ord. in PRip! ine.amng “ Irnlj, with 
truth,*' strat^^lilfoiw.will}'. in S)‘ri.n = ssr,aisht (gcini?), dirccllj. 

2 Aral) " M.ari'.t’in," see voi i. night 

3 The scene is a rcciuuirc of Bade al-Dm ifanan and his wife, voi. i 
niRht xs.i\. 


j 5 Su/’/'icntmtal Nights, 

ravelh,” and doubted not of bis madness. So Uiey came 
him, .and him, pinioned his clbmvs, and bore him 

Bedlam. Quoth tlic Super!,Uondant, -;^Vhnt .ailetii this youth ? 
and quoth tlicv, “ 'I'his is a madman, afflicted of llic Jmn, y 
Allah," cued Abu al-llasan. "they lie .apinst me! I "£> 
madman, but the Commander of the Faithful. And the Si p 
inteiidant .'uiswcred him, s.ij'mg, “Kone both but thou, 
of the jmn-ma.Ulcned' " Then he stripped him of his f f f “ 

clapping on his neck a heavy chain,* bound him to a n^ i 
and fell to bcalmg him two bouts a day and two anights 1 ^**“ **. 
ceased not .ibiding on this wise the space of ten days. T 
mother came to him and s.aid, " O my son, O Abu alTIasan, 
return to thy right rc.ison, for this is the Dcril'.s doing.' _ 9**^1 
he, "Thou sa^st sooth, O mj mother, and beat thou witness o 
me that 1 repent me of that talk and turn me from my madness. 
So do thou deliv'cr me, for I am mgh upon death." Accordingly 
his mother went out to the Supcrintcndniit- and procured his 
release and he returned to his owxr bouse. Mow this was at the 
beginning of the month, and when it ended, Abu al-IIasan longed 
to drink hquoi and, returning to liis former habit, furnished his 
saioon and m.ade icady food and bade bring wine; then, going 
forth to the bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he should 
converse and carouse uith, nccoidmg to his custom. As he sat 
thus, behold, up came tlie Caliph .and Alasrur to him; but Abu 
al-Hasan s.aluted them not and said to Al-Rashid, “ No friendly 
welcome to thee. O King of the Jlinn ' " Quoth Al-Rashid, 
“ What have 1 done to thee ? " and quoth Abu al-Hasan, 
" What more couldst thou do than what thou hast done to me, 
O foulest of the Jann ’ I have been beaten and thrown into 
Bedlam, w’hcre all said 1 was Jinn-mad and this was caused by 
none save thyself. I brought thee to my house and fed thee 
with my best, after which thou didst empower thy Satans and 
Inlands to disport themselves with my wits from momino' to 
evening So avaunt and aroynt thee and w^end thy wws t >■ 
The Cahph smiled and, seating himself by his side said to him 
O my brother, did I not tell that I would return to thee ? ’’ 
Quoth Abu al-Hasan, “I have no need of thee; and as th 
byword sayeth in verse 


Fro’ my friend, ’lucre meeter and wiser to part, » For what ev 
not bom shall ne’er sorrow heart. ^' 


e sees 


1 Arab •; Janzir." another atrocious vulgansm for *> Zaniir ■> 

boues^r, }ias occurred before ^ 

2 Arab *‘Arafshah‘’ 
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Atu! ii’fkxcl. O iny hrdiiitr, the mVhf tisou c..!iii.4 to me .inci 
v.t-CQiivep f.l ami c.iioun'd loitcthcr, I .mri thuu. ‘tw.m if the 
1 'i.v!i came to me .uul trouhlttl me th it nitjht.’' At-kt-J the Calipli, 
“Ami v.ho i-. he, the Devil? " and aimv.cicd Aim .d.Ha«-u), “ lie 
ISmmcotiiir than tliou;" uheic.il the Caliph kanehtd .and co.ivcd 
him and ‘.pike him f.iir, •.njini'-, “O nn brother, when I went out 
fi'Un till c, I forejot the door and left il open and pcihaps Satan 
cirnc in to t!iec.‘" Q'.iolh Aim al-IIa<:...ii!, “ A'-lc me not of that 
ulnclt hith betided me. \\‘h.il pj^-c'-ia-d thco to leave the door 
oiH'n, -'ll th.it the Devil came into me .and there beful me with 
him till', and that ? ” And he related to him all th.il had betided 
him, jirst .uu! ia't (.ind in r<‘pt tition is no fruition); ubat while 
tiie Calipli I'uiL'hcd and hid hm l.inohtcr. Thun s.nd ho to Aim 
al-lla'in, “ iV.iiicd he .Ml.di who hath done aw,ij horn thee 
wh.iti'O iikcd thee and lh.it i sec thee once nmic m wc.i!' ” 
And Aim al-IIasan rend, “N’cuer at;atn will 1 take thee to enp- 
comp.'tni.m or .-ittinir.comr.ulu; for the i>rovcrb leiitli:—Whoso 
■-tunihleth on a stone .md iheieto rclurncth, upon him be blame 
and rcproich. And thon, O my brother, newnnorc will I 
cnU'iiain thco nor comp my with thee, for tli.it I h.ivc not found 
lliy huul {H'} I'.imis to me.'” Hut the Cnlipli coaved him and 
r„i.!, “ I li.ivc belli tin meins of tbj wmiiinttto thy wish anent 
the Iniitit mid the ShnuKh'.." Abu al-llaum replied, “Thou 
liast ” ; and Al-Kashul cnntimicd, “And !!aji !3 'omewhat may 
bitidewhiih fit dl I’kidden tin' ht.ut jut nu'rt ” Aim ai-IIasin 
.s‘ked, “ W'li ,l dost thou uqi'ire of me?” and the Commander 
of the Faithful aii'swcrcd, “ Vtrilj', I am thy puest; teject not 
tlie puest.” Quoth .Abu ai-llasan, "On condition that thou 
swear to me hy th.e char.icts on the '.e.d of Solomon David’s 
loll {on the twain lie the I'e.icc!) th.nt ihoii will not suffer tliine 
luu*. to make fun of me." JIc rephuti, “ To hear is to obey ! " 
Wiiercupoii tlu. Wap look liim and lucmpht him into the saloon 
.nnd .set .^«ed Ik fore him and entreated him with friendlj speech, 
Thun he t'dd iiim .ill th.il h.id Ijef.illen him, whilst the Caliph 
was hk' to die of rtillid kiuphter; after whuh Abu al-IIasan 
rcmovutl the ti.iy of food and Iwinpinp the wine-service, filled .1 


I Jfi the MrW .51 a!-.'i!,-e.ibih ” (li 3(r),i|i!oict!l>> I-a.ae occur-, tliell.idis, 
•• fchut join do-)!.. 'UiiKlitc .tiul when *'> ilolnp repeal the Hismal.ili: for the 
Duvil ni.iv t'oi ojten .1 itoor stmt In .\1! iliS n irae " \ pious Moslt m in pt 

ntuaj I I j inihie i, " In tlie n.vmc of .Mhili, Ihu ConipwsiointinR." etc , wliue 
tie itit s ,i cover: up bru.id, clo/fs hu doilics, etc. lo luepo.T devils and 
(!.< tiion; 

3 An Ar.it)idiom mcamrif;, "I h.'wonot found thy good fortune {K.ib = 
lied, glory, prospunt}) do me .any good ■’ 
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to them, “ Sufhcclh ye not, O yc wretched Jinns, that which 
hath befallen me ? But the fault is not yours; the fault is of your 
Chief who tr.insmewed you from Jinn shape to mortal shape. 

I seek refuge against you this night by' the Tlirone-versc and the 
Chapter of Sincerity' and the Two Pie\cntives*! So saying 
the Wag put off his clothes till he was stark naked, and 
danced among the sla\ e-girls. They bound his hands and 
he wantoned among them, while they died of laughing at 
him and the Caliph swooned aw'.ay for excess of laughter. 
Then he came to himself and going forth from the curtain to 
Abu al-Hasan, said to him, “Out on thee, O Abu al-Hasan' 
Thou slayest me with laughter.” So he turned to him and 
knou-ing him, said to him, “ By Allah, 'tis thou slayest me 
and slayest my mother and slowest the Shaykhs and the Imam 
of the hlosque 1 ” After w Inch he kissed ground before him and 
prayed for the permanence of his prosperity and the endurance 
of his days. The Caliph at once robed him in a rich robe and 
gave him a thousand dinars ; and presently he took the Wag into 
especial favour and married him and bestowed largesse on him 
and lodged him with himself in the palace and made of him the 
chief of his cup-companions, and indeed he w’as preferred with 
him above them and the Caliph advanced him o\er them all. 
Now they were ten in number, to wit, Al-’Ijli and Al-Rakdshi 
and ’Ibdan and Hasan al-Farazdak and Al-Lauz and Al-Sakar 
and Omar al-Tartis and Abu Nonas and Abu Ishak al-Nadim 
and Abu al-Hdsan al-Khali’a, and by each of them hangeth a 
story which is told in other than this book.’ And indeed Abu 
al-Hasan became high in honour with the Cahph and kivoured 
above all, so that he sat with him and the Lady Zubaydah bint 
al-Kasim, whose treasure Nuzhat al-Fuad’ bight, was given to 
him in marriage. After this Abu al-Hasan the Wag abode with 
his wife in eating and drinking and all delight of life, till wliatso 
was with them went the way of money, when he said to her 
“Harkye, O Nuzhat al-Fuad!” Said she, “At thy serx-ice”; 
and he continued, “ I have it in nimd to play a tnck on the 
Cahph’ and thou shalt do the lilte with the Lady Zubavdab 
and we will take of them at once, to begin wath, tw'o hundred 


1 Koran cxii 

2 See \o\ ill 


the ** Chapter of Unity' 
night cWxM 


See \ ol 


lu , night cewi 


2 oec \ui ui , lugiiL 

3 Here the author indubitably speals for himself. foreeUin<.u,.,n, , , 
night ccivMj (Bresl iv. i6S). and began thatfollowingivim 

formula ^nanrazad s usual 

4 f r " Delight of the \ itals ” (or heart) 

5 The tnck is a rechauffe of the tnck plajed on Al-Rashid and Zubaidah 
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rlrinr" , n4 t.’wi pit of mIK." SIk' rojnjocci “ Ihnu 
inU vA ,i {hinlc.t thou ta d.-* r" Aiu! lu- • in!. “Wo ^\lll fdon 

our o!' ! - i!''it! .uul thi^ i*. the trirk. I v, ill du hrfore thcc und 

lay Jilt ''t out, and do ih'Ui “-prcad over me a piihtn napicin 
and J.. ■ic mj turh-m o\cr me and Sic my Iol'; and lay on my 
stomach a 1 rtu and a htslc v-dt.' '1 hi u let down thy hair and 
be! ih,. ;iiy (If tjiy im»t:<‘ -i Ziibndah, tcariii" thy dress and 
slapi'im: thy fin* and ci\iiif^ out. S*if uill nstr thee, Wlial 
adetli tl’iC'' ? and do thou answer her, May thy head outlive 
Abu .t!-Ha=au tin Wa". fni ho is dead. She will mounr for 
me and weep ,nul bid her new tr'Msurt.ss give th.ei; an hundred 
dm,’! - an! a pii ce of silk^ and will sriy to llu e •—Go, lay him 

out and turv him forth. Sa do thou take of her the luuuhed 

din.ir.s and the ju'* ce of sil): niid come b.icf, and when thou 
rctiUiSeSv to mo, I vili ri‘c up and tlmu sli.dt he down in m) 
p!’Co. and 1 tvill jpi tvi the Caludt and : ij to him, M.ay thy 
hi'id nutlivi Nu.hit al-Fiiad, and will und m\ murieut and pUiclc 
out my board. He will mourn for tlioe and aay to his treasurer, 
Give Abu al-IIaKUi an hundred dinars and a piece of sdk. 
Then he will jeay to me, Go; l.iy her out and carry her forth; 
find I will come bad: to thcc." Therewith Xurhat al-Fuid 
rrjri'eed and sdd. “Indeed, this is an caeidlcnl device.’’ Then 
Abu al-Ha.'.an 'treichcd hiniM If out f(>rthri"ht and she shut 
his t‘\c'' and tied his feet and covered him with tlie, napkin 
find ilid v.hvt o irei lord had bidden her; after which she tare 
hfi' cear and bared her head and kttmtr down her hair, went 
in to the Latiy Zubavd.ili, cryinp out .uid weeping. When the 
Prinres'- saw her in this slate, she cried, “ What plight is this ? 
Wli.at is thy story and vvh.it maketh thee weep'’’ And Nu/.h.it 
al-ru.ul answered, vveejung .and loud-wading the while, “O my 
lady, may thy hc.id live and m.ayst thou survive .Miu al-IIasm 
al-Kh.ih'.v, fur he isde.vd!” The Lady Zub.iydah mourned fur 
liifii and -s.aid, “Alts, poor Abu .al-Ifasan the WngJ" and she 
shed tears foi him .ivvhile. Then she bade her (rc.isurcss give 
Hurhat ni-l'uul an hundred dinars and a piece of silk and s.ud 
to her, “O Nur.hat al-l'n.ad, go, kay him out and carry' him 
forth.’’ So she took the hundred dinars .and the piece of silk and 

1 •• K.-'lli ’ here is rn! I-rart, Imt Momarh The bit: toc': of the ■Mo';lcm 
co-p- e .are '■ull lied in tmit comilrics, nnd in 'ome .a sword is placed iii’on tlie 
Ijo'U ; hul t .ani not aware lint a knife .and s-alt (halli K'hevcd to rcjicl evil 
gp.riN) are so iced in faini 

2 The Mo'lctn, who mav not wc,ir unmiacil sdk diinng his lifetime, rna) 
licfhronded in it. 1 have noted th.al the "Shiikk.ah," or piece, .avcr.igeb six 
ltd in length 
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returned to her dv. oiling, rejoicing, and %vent in to her spouse 
and acquainted him ^\hat had befallen, thereupon he arose and 
rejoiced and girdled his middle and danced and took the hundred 
dinars and the piece of silk and laid them up. Then he laid out 
Niizhat al-Fuad and did r\ith her as she had done "ndth him; 
after which he rent his raiment and plucked out liis beard and 
disordered his turbaiid and ran out nor ceased running till he came 
in to the C:diph, who was sitting in the judgment-hall, and he 
in this plight, beating his breast. The Caliph asked him, hat 
aileth thee, O Abu al-IIasan?” and he wept and answered, 
“Would heaven thy cup-comp.anion had never been and would 
his hour had never conicM” Quoth the Caliph, “Tell me thy 
case”: and quoth .Vbu al-Hasan, “O my lord, may thy head 
outlive Nuzhat al-Fuad 1” The Caliph e.xdaimed, “ There is no 
god but God ” ; and smote hand upon hand. Then he comforted 
Abu al-Hasan and said to him, “ Grieve not, for we will liestow 
upon thee a bed-fellow other than she." And he ordered the 
treasurer to giie him an hundred dinars and a piece of silk. 
Accordingly the treasurer did what the Caliph bade him, and 
Al-Rasfaid said to him, “ Go, lay her out and carry her forth 
and make her a handsome funeral.” So Abu al-Hasan took 
that which he had given him and returning to his house, rejoicing, 
went in to Nuzhat .iI-Fuad and said to her, “ Arise, for our wish 
is won,” Hereat she arose and he laid before her the bundled 


ducats and the piece of silk, whereat she rejoiced, and they added 
the gold to the gold and the silk to the silk and sat talking and 
laughing each to other. MeanwhDe, when Abu al-Hasan fared 
forth from the presence of the Caliph and went to lay out Nuzhat 
al-Fuad, the Commander of the Faithful mourned for her and 
dismissing the Diwan, arose and betook himself, leaning upon 
Masi^, the Sworder of his vengeance, to the Lady Zubaydafa, 
that he might condole with her for her hand-maid. He found her 
Eittmg weeping ^d aw'aiting his coming, so she might condole 
with him for his boon-companion Abu al-Hasan the Wa<r. So he 
said to her, “ May thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhat M-Fuad! ” 
^d sma she, “ O my lord, Allah present my slave-gkl! Mavst 
thou In e and long s^-ive thy boon-companion Abu al-Has'an 

emuch, O Masrur venly women me HtUe of wit. Allah upon 
thee, say, was not Abu al-Hasan with me but now’ ? ” Quoth 

"to," to. 
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the Latly Zr.h.ivd.ih. 1 uit;hin" fioni a hi.vat full of wrath, 

“ Wik iImh li.jl ic ivc thy jesting ? Snnircth thee iint that Abu 
al-lla:an ih dead, but thou must put todeUh iny sla\c-girl also 
and bea'ive lu' of the twain, and style me Iittic of wit ? ’’ Tlie 
Caliph an.swcrcd, "Indeed, 'tis Nurliat al-1'ind ^sho is dead." 
.\nd the L.ady Xvilnwlah said. "Indeed he Intli not I>ccn v.-ith 
thee, nor hast thou sc; n him, and none was v.ilh me but now 
sue Kindnt .al-Find, and :he sorrov.ful, weeping, with her 
d( the; torn to tatters. I cxluirled her to patience and gave her 
.ui hundu 1 din.rs and a piece of silk; and indeed 1 w.is .awaiting 
thy cominij, si> I might console thee for thy ciip-coinpmion Abu 
a!-lias in al-Khdi’a, and w.is about to ‘■c,u\ for thee.'” The 
Caliph laughed .ind said, “Xone is deid te\c Ku/diat al-Fu.id"; 
and she, " Ko, no. go.nl my Fid; none is do id but Abu al-Hasm 
the W.ag.'' With llii.s the Cahjih waved v loth, and the ITashimi 
\cin■ sl.aited < ul from iKitv.ccti his cats and tl.'trhhed: and lie 
cried out tu Ma lur and said tohim, "Ihue thee forth to the housc- 
of Abu aMI.'.jui the Wnir, and see uluch of them is dead.” So. 
M. rur went out, running, and the Caliph, sdsl to the Lady 
Zui- \ daii. " Will thou 1 iV me a uager ? " .\’\d s ud she, " Ves,. 
I V. ill wager, 'ind 1 siy thil Abu al-liasm is dead," K’ejnined 
the Cdijsh, "And I w.sgei and siy tliat none is dead save Nuzhat 
!ihr«.'d; .and th.c slal.c bclv.eui nu .ind thee rh ill be the G irden. 
of Flcas.mr.;''.atMue-t thy p.tlicc and the P.uihon of Pirturc-s.*"' 
S.) they .igic'.d upon this and sat awaiting Masrnr's tetmn with 
the news. .\; for the Funuch, he ce.i'ed not running till he 
emu* to the by-ilrcet, wlurein was the stoid of Abu al-H.asan 
al-Klnli'.i, Nov, the W.tg was cnmfoil.ib'y se.atcd and leaning 
b.ud. ag.diiil the litlicc,’ and chancing to ksd: round, saw Masrur 
niiming along thcsliect and s.iidto Nii.diat al-I'u.ul, “Mescemeth 
the C.ihph, when I went forth from him dismisred the Dlwan and 
went into ilu Lath* Xub.iydih, to condole wath her; whciciipon 
sh.u .ar./ c .ind condokd with him, saying, .Allah increase thy 
lecomj'tsuc f.js the lo..;, of .Abu abll.asan al-Kliali'a 1 And he 

1 Aniti, ■' \Va luntn r.til ,ah ur*il v irttthe regular Tclla'i language 

3 Ai.ih ‘"Jrlat'H istiimi." •revol i ii'ijtitxrxv t-ancremarks,‘UVhether 
It wai »o in llaslsim leeeelf (or only in lus ttcctn i.ant*;). I do not find . but it 
Si i.'catioa'si itie charactcrulici of lih grcal-nrandnon. the I’ropbct " 

3 Arai) " Uastin ,al Nurteali," wliO'.e name m,ade the ‘uake appropriate, 
?to a oS 1, iiigtit vlv. 

} Arali "Tarafeit"-ecentnaltj carved image,, which, among.! Modems, 
alv.ava riiggcsl idol" .and idolatry 

5 The "Shuhbik" hers‘would bo the •'Mashrabi}ah." or latticed 
ba'conv, projecting from the < alooii-watl, and conlaintng room for three or 
more litter- Jl is Ijine's •• ,M(.shr(.b,.c)eli,’* .sketched in M E (Introduction) 
•anJ has now htcomc familiar to Englishmen. 
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sail to lici, None is dead save Nuxhat a!-Fuad, may thy head 
online hen ' Quoth she, ’Tis not she vho is dead, but Abu 
al'llasnn al-Kliah'a, thy boon-companion. And quoth he. None 
IS dead sa\c Nuzhat al-I'uad. And tiicy i\a.\ed so obstinate that 
the Calijdi became \\ roth and they laid a wager, and he hath sent 
Masiiir the Sivoidci to see vho is dead. Now, therefore, 'twere 
best that tliou lie down, so he may sight thee and go and acquaint 
the C„i!iph and confirm my saying.’ ” So Nuzhat al-Fuad sti etched 
hciself out and Abu al-IIasnn covered her with her mantilla and 
sat Vcoping at her head. IVcsently, Masnir the eunuch suddenly 
came m to him and saluted him, and seeing Nuzliat al-Fuad 
stretched out, uncovered hci face and said, “ There is no god but 
God' Our sister Nuzhat al-Fuad is dead indeed. Flow sudden was 
the strobe of Destiny 1 Allah have nith on tliee and acquit thee 
of all charge ! " Then he letuincd and related what had passed 
before the Caliph and the Ladj Zubaydah, and he laughing as 
he spoke. “ O accursed one,” cried the C.ahph, " this is no time 
for laughter! Tell us which is dead of them.” blasriir replied, 

‘ By Allah, 0 my lord, Abu al-Hasan is well, and none is dead 
but Nuzhat al-Fuad.’’ Quoth the Caliph to Zub.aydah, “Thou 
nast lost thy pavilion in thy play," and he jeered at her and said, 

‘‘ O Masrur, tell her what thou saw'est.” Quoth the Eunuch, 
b enly, O my lady, I ran W'lthout ceasing till I came in to 
Abu al-Hasan in ins house and found Nuzhat al-Fuad lying dead 
and Abu al-Hasan sitting tearful at her head. I saluted him and 
condoled with him and sat down by his side and uncovered the 
Hce of Nuzhat al-Fuad and saw her dead and her face swollen.” 
So I said to him :-Cany her out forthwith, so we may pray over • 
her. He replied -’Tis well, and I left him to lay her out and 
^me hither, that I might tell you the news.” The Pnnee of 

httl. of sove he -ho'beltera iTi’ 

abused Masrur, w'hilst the Commander of the Fmthful U 
and the Eunuch, vexed at this, said to the Cahoh M ’ 

sooth ,vho sa.a -%Vo„eh „e hule of ..h.e aS tel 

upon the difference be^ een^ Ah^h?d tnd lub^ah"^? calculated 
perspicacity are frequent enough in the folk-lore of the marvels of 

2 An artful touch, showing hov, a tale crows .. 

al-Hasan’s case {infia) tbe 6363 are swollen by the swathe/ 

3 A Hadis attributed to the Prophet and\er\ icr i 

■when wives differ overmuch from them in opinion Moslem husbands 
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Tlitn ‘'.tM !!s( Uidy Ztib'iul.iJi lo (hr Caliph. "O Comnr.ndcr 
of tlir thou :ppi!t“;t and 4 v.ith inr. and this fcl.ivc 

lusdvudalh ii'c, (hr I'cttct to please tlice; hut 1 wdl rend and 
;ce A\hid) f.f ihi'!)! hcihad." Ami he ansuerrd. s jup-. '•Send 
one who ^Ii >11 vi r v.hu h of ihrsn j>. dr.ad " So (he L'>d> Zuh.i\d ih 
t'i<dm'i .'!i o'd diiriina, and anid to he. “IHe thec to the 
lunrr uf Na.'h,it .d-Fund in hnstt and .see who is do id and loiter 
ii'd.” And she u-.< d h.iid words to hei.’ So the old woman wnit 
(■111 jiinnin','. whilst the Prince of 'J'liit J'elicvcrs and yi.nsinr 
i untiK i, iiiu! 'lit teased ird lunniii::; till the came into the stictt. 
Aim .d-ilr"'-'n saw het, and Knowin*;; htr, F.iid to his wife, “O 
Xarli't ahh'n.'t!, nie-fcmtii ih*- Lath Zidsijdali Inth .sent to us 
to sce who is (lend .and h.iih not pivt n cn dii to M.i'-rur's report of 
tin death' .ire..i(hiiLjy, .slie h.'th t’esji.itthed the ohi rrone, her 
dijenni. lodisnner the tuith. So it hehnacth me to he de.u! in my 
UiniPtiln d.e of tin credit with till L'id\ Zidv.jd.di.'’ llcre.at 
he l.iy down :'nd slretrlfd himself out. and she ro\t‘rtfl limi and 
Imund his c>e,s and fei t .and ‘-.at in tears at his he.ad. Presently 
the old woman c.amr in to her and mw lui sHtiin; .it Aim 
nl*Ifas,in’'> iie id, weejmu; and iceoimlinit iiis (me qn.ditie ; and 
wlnn '•he s iw liic old trot, she cried out and mid to hei, “See 
wlnt li.ith la f.illen me! Indeed Aim al-ll.'s.m is dead and h.ith 
left me hme and lorn!" Then she slinehcd tmt and rent her 

r. aimtni .nui ‘aid to the crone, “ O iny mother, how very pood he 
w.is to iiic*!" QiJulli the f.thcr, “ Jmh'cd thou .irt cacused, for 
thou w.ast u=c>l to him and he to thee " 'J'hen she con.si'Iered what 
M.isriirhad tepoiled to the Caliph .and the l-ad\ Znhaadah .md 

s. aid to lior, “ Indeed, Ma.srnr poeth ahout lo cast discord between 
the C.dipli .md {lie Lady Zub.iyd.di." Ashed Nvr/hat al-Fuad, 
'• And wh i‘ is tin cause of dneord, O my mother?" and the other 
lephid, “<* niy d.iuphttr, Masrnr came to the Caliph and the 
L.uiy Zubntlah and paae them news of thee th.U tlmn w.ast dead 
ami tlial Abu al-H.asm w.is well." N'u/h.it nl-l'ind .s.aid to her 
“() n.uinty mine,’ I was a\itU niy lady just now and she pave me 
an hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my case and 
th.it whirii h.ath befallen met Indeed, 1 am bcwaldcred, and how 
shall 1 do, and I lone, and lorn ? Would hea\cn 1 had died and he 
had li\cd 1" Then slie wept and with her wept (he old woman, 

I Ar.al) ■■ Masarat fi-li.l." winch lame renders, " And she threw money 
to lier " 

i A sajing comrion thtoii(,haiit the world. csp^'cmlU when the aniictcd 
wido.' int' ii'ls to marrj again at the first opportunity 

3 Ar.ih " I KIiAmu ''=>0 my mother's sister. nddres.cd h) awom.anto 
an elderly dame 
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who, going up to Abu al-Ilnsau :uk1 uncovering his face, saw his 
ejes bound and swollen for the swathing. So she covered linn 
again and said, “ Indeed, O Nu/h.it al-l‘uad, thou art afllicted in 
Abu al-Has.an ' ” Then she condoled wdth her and going out from 
her, ran along the street till she came into the Lady Zubaydah 
and related to her the stor)’, and the Princess said to her, laugh¬ 
ing, “ Tell it over again lo the Caliph, who inaketh me out little 
of wit, and lacking of religion, and who made this ill-omened har 
of a slave presume to contradict me.” Quoth Masiur, “ This old 
woman lieth ; for I saw’ Abu al-IIasan well and hJuzhat al-Puad 
It was who lay dead.” (^uoth the duenna, “ Tis thou that 
liest, and wouldst fain cast discord between the Caliph and the 
Lady Zubaydah.” And iMasrur cried, “None lieth but thou, O 
old woman of ill-omen and thy lady believetli thee and she must 
be in her dotage.” Wheieupon the Lady Zubaydah cried out at 
him, and in very sooth she was enraged with liim and with his 
speech and shed tears. Then said the Caliph to her, “ I he and 
my eunuch lieth, and thou best and thy waiting-woman hetli; so 
'tis iny rede wc go, all four of us together, that w'C may see which 
of us telleth the truth." Masrur said, “ Come, let us go, that I 
may do to this ill-omened old woman evil deeds’ and deal her a 
sound drubbing for her lying.” And the duenna answered him, 
“ O dotard, is thy W'lt like unto niy wit ? Indeed, thy wit is as the 
hen’s wit.” l^Iasrur was incensed at her words and would have 
laid violent hands on her, but the Lady Zubaydah pushed him 
away from her and said to him, “Her truth-speaking will presently 
be distingiushed from thy truth-spcaldng and her leasing from 
thy leasing.” Then they all four arose, laj’ing wagers one 
with other, and w'ent forth a-foot from the palace-gate and hied 
on rib they came m at the gate of the street where Abu al-Hasan 
al-Khali a dwelt. He saw' them and said to his wife N uzhat 
al-Fuad, “ Venly, all that is sticky is not a pancalre® they cook, 
nor every tune shall the crock escape the shock. It seemeth the 
old woman hath gone and told her lady and acquainted her with 
our case and she hath disputed with Masrur the Eunuch and 
they have laid wagers each with other about our death and are 
come to us, all four, the Caliph and the Eunuch and the Lady 
Zubaydah and the old trot.” When Nuzhat al-Fuad heard this, 
she started up from her outstretched posture and asked, “ How 
shall we do?” whereto he answ’ered, “We will both feign 


1 t c.. That I may put her to shame. 

2 Arab “Zalabijah” 
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ourselves ciend to^fctluT and sJri-tch Mim-lvcc out nntl li ikl our 
brCiUi." So i-hc ht uKcnctl unto him am! tliry i>olh J.iy doiin 
on the place \\!)<-rc (iu'\ imtiall) slept the ‘•icita’ .iml hound tlicir 
fiTt and shut thur eyes am! co\ned tiicin.sclvt.& with the 
nntl held ihrlr hrenlli. Presently, np entne the C.iliph, 
Ziih.\d.ih, M.isni! and the old woman, and enterin',', found Ahu 
al-II.i' in the \Va<,; and wife both stietched out as dead; which 
W‘h'.'’i the l^uly 'CIW-, she wept and said, "'I'liey ceased not to 
hrinr ill-news of nij slave-}>irl nil she died', iiiethmKoth Ahu 
•il-l l-ivud'' deatli was pnevom, to her and that she died after 
hiin."' Quoth the Caliph, '•Th-m sh ilt not prcieiil me with th\ 
piattle and pi ale. She rtUainly died hefure Ahu al-IIasaii, fur 
he camt'to jm; with his raiment rent ami his he.nd plurkcd out, 
heatin': his lueast with two hits of nnhd.cd biicl.,' ami I gave 
him .in hundicvl dinar, am! a piece of •-illc .iml said to him. Go, 
iH'ar her ftnth and I will gme thee a htd-fcllow olhe.'" than she 
and h imKan'cr, and she sh.iU Iw in stead of her. J3nt it would 
.’ippi-artlnt herdiatii was no light matter to him and he died after 
hei'; so it is I who have he.iteii thoe and cs’tlcn thy sial e." TJie 
Lady Zuhayd th .uiswiiid iii-ii in words g.ilnre and tlie di-.putc 
between t!” m w.a\id ; ire. At last ;Ite Caliph saat down at the 
hi’.-'ds of til',' p'air and : dd, *‘Py the tnnih of the >\pj'dle of Allah 
(wh nn may I h' save and ascin 'yanJ the sepulchres of my fathers 
am! foreGtlurs, v,ho'o wii! tell me which of them died before 
the oth'T, 1 will wilh'ngly give him a thousand dinars!” When 
Aim aid I.IS m he,aid tlie Caliph's word-', he spr.mg np m haste 
and s--*rd, “ 1 died fir^l, O Comiiiandcr of the I'.iUhful ! Here 
with the thousind dinar, .irquit thcc ')f thine oath and the swear 
(huu swoic'-l.” Mu, hat al-h’urid rose also and sto id up Irefore the 
C.ahph .iml the Lady Zuhiydali, who both rejoiced in this and 
in their safety, and the rrricv.-s eliid her s!a\e-gul Then the 
C.diph ami Zuhiyddi {r.ive them joy of tin ii W’ell-haing .uid knew 
th.it this til iih w.is a inclr to get the gold , and the Lady said to 

j . 4 rilt "'Alt .al-Kailah," which Mr. I’on" rcmic'^. by "Ss carpel " 
J,ane rt el. '• Kil)! \h " l • in ll!" (htccntm of thV Kihl ih' ) .ailt! nmes lint som'j 
Mo Id'll turii th'. c irg.''*. ht li lew.ards Mtcc.ah and ether; tie- risht side, 
IncUldit',; sl'i- tiu h.o lls old w ’■'■ion reads " fitt towards Mecc.i " But the 
prc;.'! iti’.'ii M.V' rejiiire. Iht. foiincr t.h' 

z M.mi Iliad', in th's teat .arc ‘wj f itdl) that translation is mere guess¬ 
work ; r ?, '• Ill'll .r.ili" can hardly he applied to ill ucw 
3 I r, f>{ grit f for hit lies 

•5 Aral* '‘roh'uu" which Lane renders "two clotls'* I iuave noted 
tii.at tlic Toll {Sinn Ailolxi -n At-Tob) is a sunbaked hnck Beatini; the 
bo.om wail inch inaltiial is still common .amnuj.st .Modem nmirners of 
the lower ckain jmd tlu hanlne's of the blow gnis the inL.vsurc of the grief 
5 I f , of g.'itf for lier lo s 
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Nuzliat nl-Fu.ul, " Thou shouldst have sought of me that which 
thou ncodcst, . ithoul this fashion, and not Ji.ivc burneeP iny 
heart for thee." And she, “ Yeidy, I tvas ashamed, O my lady.” 
As for the Cahph, he swooned away for laughing and .said, " 0 
Abu al-IIasan, thou wilt never cease to be a wag and do peiegrine 
things and prodigious!” Quoth he, “O Commander of the baith- 
ful, this trick I played oil' fot tlial the money nliich thou g.ac.st 
me was exhausted, and I was ashamed to ask of thee again. When 
I was single, I could never Keep money in hand, but .since 
thou marucdsl me to this damsel, if I possessed even thy.wealth, I 
should lay it w.aste. Whotcfore when all that was in inj’ hand was 
spent, I wrought tliis sleight, so 1 might get of thee the hundred 
dinars and the piece of silk; and all tin's is an alms from out lord. 
But now make haste to give me the thousand dinars and acquit 
thee of thine oath.” The Caliph and the Lady Zubaydah laughed 
and returned to the palace, and he gave Abii nl-Hasan the 
thousand dinars saying, “ Take them as a dotirem * for thy pre- 
serx-ation from death,” whilst her mistress did the like with 
Nuzhat al-Fuad, honouring her with the .s.aiiic words. Itlore- 
over, the Cahph increased the Wag in his soldo and supplies, and 
he and his wife ceased not to live in joy and contentment, till 
there came to them the Destroyer of delights and Severer of 
societies, the Plunderer of palaces, and the Garnercr of graves. 


THE CALIPH OMAR BIN ABD AL-AZIZ 
AND THE POETS." 


It is said that when the Caliphate devolved on Omar bin 
Abd al-Aziz< (of whom Allah accept), the poets resorted to him, 


^ ^1 Arab " Ihtirak often used lu the metaphorical sense of consuming, 

2 Arab ''Hald\val,” lit = a sweetmeat, a gratuity, a thank-offering 

3 ’A'l' y', PP 182-188, Nights ccccwMi-ccccxxiiv 

x-u 4 " The good Cahph • and the fifth of the Orthodox, the other four being 
Abu Bakr Omar, Osman and Ah; and omitting the eight intervening, Hasan 
^e grandson of the Prophet included He was the 13th Cahph and 8th 
Ommiade A H 99-101 (- W-go) and after a reign of three jears he was 
poisoned by his kinsmen of the Banu Hmayyah who hated him for his oietv 
asceticisrn, and seventy in making them disgorge their ill-gotten lams' 
Moslem historians are unanimous in his praise Europeans find him an 
amchoicte comoitnc, a frotde it respedabk figure, who lacked the dinlomacv of 
Mu'awiyah and the energy of Al-HajjAj His principal imitator was 
Al-Muh‘adi bi llah, who longed for a return to the rare old days of Al-Islam 
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nn (hey hni! hcui u«ctl to re-sort to the C.iliplis hefoie him, and 
nl'.'Jc a! hi!.' {iujir days and d lys, Init Jie ‘iiifieicci tlieni not (o 
enter, till thno came to him ’Adi hin Aitah,’ who stood lueh in 
tesleem with iitm. Jarir* .icc'Wled him and begged him tocr.uo 
.uimi'- i. n fot tin m to the pi. senco; so Adi answered, “ ’Tis 
well"; atal. g. mg in to Omar, said to him, “The poets are at 
tiiy tioor and ha\c Ikcii (heic days and days, yet iiast thou not 
g!\(:n them have to enter, albeit their sajings abule' and their 
artuws hum snath PL\er tiy wide," Quntli Omar, “What have I 
to do v.itli the po.'ts?" and quoth Adi, “O Commander of tlie 
J'aiihful, tlie Prophet (.Ablrd, *!) was piaiscd by a poet' and gave 
him Itsgette, and in him'’ is an exemplar to every Moslem.’’ 
Qui.th Onns, “And who praised him?" and quoth Adi, 
“’Abba*, bin Miidis* pr.nsed him, and he cl.u! him with a suit 
and S.U !, O Gtnero itv,* cut off from me his longue 1" Ashed 
the C.Jij’h, '• Hi.t thou remember wiiat he sd.P ” and .Adi 
an wiTed, “Ye'..*’ Kejoined Omir, "Then lepett it’’; so Adi 
re[K, ncd *;— 


j Oaiar '.\di leu An di; gmcnior of Kufili .vul P wr.vh under •' the gocsl 
Cntq U " 

2 J?r.r a! Kh a it di. o: c cf tl:** non fii'i.t*n of the ” Isl aiii" iioQig, i,t, 

! .1 wte’r- in the hr ; ce*uurj (A 11) b.fore the co'riipiion of lingimo 
I*-’at. f^'e Tcrnioal b*. aj. lu! Mil auto) Ibn Klnlhliti iidUccs him .at 
fell h ti.,i’i’I -’(ji 

t Ar,*!> ' inhivah" v Ivcli nny id'o mc.ati tltnial a*! op|x><ed to 
‘'1*. dvah" ~ t'i'.ji-'V.d Orni *■ arv.ier shows .all the n.arrow-mmded 
finsn.iii vli'ch ui ’f.!:n*'ihe I the nrh* Mo*leris they were puril.aiucal 
at ,i*)j J’r."*!'- tti-l-ll irciu!*'.ind Ihcj h ilrd ■•twetr) .amt bamling" .os 
holii ’as .a". Iia.i''.ena'i 

Y The avluii’M Ib'.iw. (Jan 2 . which Im honoured mo bj the 
{.Mr* il irMhn,' in ti.c shape ot a cr.t* pic iipi.i in> firt two a ol.. con.pl.a n; 
of th*. "(..irons word Aid'd '■ ns ".a I'd! ctb nrbiirtrv .and mmsual group 
of I„~a!n !e|.'<r>" M.ay I .vV A'i t irehus how he wo'dd n rder •'Salaam.'' 
(to! i 1 ht M xii ,) which app'rontly l.e voaM roiiSne to " .\iabic MSS ” (') 
tJr V .ji'hl 1 < pieO, •.) .\iihh) hd'-' -) htim) a(n'l) 1 t(~.p) ■■ \V. G 1) " (whom G«I 
Itlp -’5’'' ' ’ b. the C'lit.’r of Clclh'y ? Hut where wnuld lie the ixior old 

"Sai-ira'’.*' jtob!>'.< I to do b It. i than the author, it ab'r cs? 

<; III* in, •! t is.i.r • a"! " b) mow than one. mcUidme the gn at I-abid *' 

6 hi, e'll*. r " m him " (Moh imme<l). o- •• m it " (his .acuon) 

7 ci:"./ of tl • Hinu Siih)m According to T-abaii. Abb,is bm Aliidas 
(a wild ro’M* p'ct). bing di‘ mi fud with the biotj .dlollcd to him b> the 
I’foi'ct. i.fu c 1 It .uni hmsKione.l Mohammed, who -aid to .\h, •'Cut off 
till".’io.igin which .att.tcW'h me," ir. "Silence him by suing wlnt will 
satisfy him ’’ 't her.'uivm Ah doubled the Satirist’s sh.are 

i 'Vrib "Y.dH.ltl" PiPd ibn Kabab w.ls tlie rropbet’*! freedman and 
cn.T: w sol 1! niglil cxliv But liM also sigmhes "nuusture" or 
"ban r'Cciir.*." "Ivcncfit-i; it nnj bj Intended for a double eitlendre but I 
prefer the meto!i)m). .. , 

0 'lln* 11 r.', of this Kasid.ali arc lea full of meaning to be tas*!)/ 
Ir.msI.a'cl it is fine old jiyetry. 
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I snw (lice, O lluni bc't of human race, • Brins: out a Bonk which 
bioii‘.;h( (o sraccicn'-. Grace. 

Thou rliow'cdbt riglitcous road to inru astray * rroni Right, when 
darkest wrong lind t.i'cn its place;— 

Thou with Ishtni didst light the gloomiest way, • Quenching wuth proof 
lt\c cenh of fiownidiu-'-s ; 

1 own for Prophet mine Moliammed's self; • And man's award upon 
his word we b.-fc ; 

Thou niadi st straight the path that crooked ran, • Where in old days 
foul gr(5W th o'ergrew its face. 

Exalt he thou in Joy’s empyrean » And Allah’.s gloiy c\cr grow apace. 

And indeed (continued Adi), this Elegy on the Prophet 
(Abhnk!) is well knov.Ti and to comment it would be tedious.” 
Quoth Omar, “ Who is at the door ? ” and quoth Adi, “ Among 
them is Omar ibn Abi Rabrah, the Kornsbi’”; wliereupon the 
Caliph cried, “ May Allah show him no favour neither quicken 
him! Was it not he who said llicsc verses :— 

Would Hca%cn what day Dc.alh shall \isit me • I smell as the 
foulest parts of Uicc’ smell 1 

Could I in my clny-bcd on Salmd lie • There to mo were belter than 
Heaven or Hell! 

Had ho not been (continued the Caliph) the enemy of Allah, 
he had wished for her in this world, so he might after repent and 
return to righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to 
me ! Who is at the door other than he ? ” Quoth Adi, “ Jnmfl 
bin Id.a’mar al-Uzri'* is at the door” ; and quoth Omar, " ’Tis he 
who saith in one of his elegies:— 

Would Heaven conjoint we lived, and if I die • Death only grant me a 
grave within her grave: 

For I’d no longer deign to live my life • If cold upon her head is 
laid the pav c.*" 

Quoth Omar, “ Away with him from me! \^^ho is at the 

door?” and quoth Adi, “ Kuthaj’jdr ’Azzah®"; whereupon Omar 
cried, “ 'Tis he who saith in one of his odes :— 


1 1 r , of the Korajsh tribe For his disorder!} life see Ibn Khalhfcan u 
372 he died howeier, a holy death, battling against the Infidels in A H 93 
(= 711-12), some five jears before Omar's reign. 

2 Arab "Bajn farsi-k wa 'l-dami "if, alluding to his mistress’s person 

3 “ Jamil the Poet,” and lover of Buthajnah see vol ii, night jJi.\ , Ibn 
Kbalhkan (1 331), and Al-Mas’udi (vi 381), who quotes him copiously. He 
died A H 82 (=701), or sixteen jears before Omar's reign. 

4 Arab ” Safih ” = the slab ov'er the grave 

5 A contemporary and fnend of Jamil and the famous lover of Azzah: 
See vol 11 , night xhx . and Al-JIas*udi, vi 426 The word "Kuthaj^ir’' 
means ”the dwarf,” Term. Essay, 
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Sown f.iJl of faith and rrocil and ntdldti" rise • And wait for pains of 
Ht'll in prajer '■-rat ;* 

lint did tlie> 111 nr ulial 1 from Ar^ah heard, • They'd make prostration, 
fcatfid, at her feet. 

Lcanc the mention of him. Who is at tlic door?" Quoth 
Adi, "Al-Ahwas :d-’Ansfiri.*" Cried Omar, "Ail.nh Almighty 
put him .nwny and cstnmgc him from His mercy! Is it not he 
t\ho s.ud, berhyming'on a Madinile's slave-girl, so she might 
outlive her lord:— 

Allah he 3 iidf;e betwixt mo and her lord! • Who c^cr flics \iltli her and 
! pntT-iic. 

He slrd! not come in to me. Who is at the door, other 
than he?" Adi tcplied, “ HammAm bin Ghahb al-Farardab*"; 
and Omar snid, “ ‘‘1 is he who sniih, glorj'ing in whoring:— 

Two fprls let me down eighty fathoms deep, • A:- low sweeps the falcon 
v,i' pini'’'!!'- siiroad: 

And ciied, .ns iny toes touched the ground, “ Dost live • To return, or 
the f ill hath it done thee de.id ^ 

He shall not conn, in to me. Who is at the door, other 
than he ? " Adi rcfilu 1, Al-Akht.il .al-T.aghlibi*" and Omar 
tciid. " He is the .Miscreant who faith in his singing:— 

{tamr/an 1 ne'< r fasted in life tune; imy • I .nte flesh in public at 
iindit’Ti d.i\ 

Xor elude 1 th" f.iir, ;ai\o in w.ny of lore, • Nor reek Mccc.nb's plain ' 

In 'ihatii'ii w.vy; 

Nor stand I iiraving like real who csy • *' Hic s ilvationwardr.!" at tiio 
dawii’.s fir>t ray. 

Hilt I drink hi r cooled* by fresh Northcni brccrc * And my head at 
d.nwn to 111 r prone I 1 ly.’ 

t it, 'w the .nU'.iii''.- of pr.v.er 

2 In P-'c.I rdil *' iiw.a cl'-rical error noticed in Ibn Klnllikan, 
i 1,56 Ills'aiirts haiil-.hul hin to Drhlak Island in the Red Sci. and he 
died AH J M 

3 Ano'li'T fanioii' pint Aba Tir-ts HammSm or Hnma\m (dimm. form), 
ns d'-lnnrhisl ns Inir, who ditd fortj dais Ixtforc him in A II no (= 728-23). 
at lia-r.ih Cf 'l>rm Rs-n 

a fimou-i Cliri-lim poet See C de Percci.d, Joum .\siat Apn!, 
1S31, Itm Ktnildm lit 13O, and Term ns‘'a). 

5 T'lC jract iiii.ni‘1 llm nnhle oilier f.Titer.s he tils meat ojienly. See 
Pilcrirmce (1 j 10), for the jvsp'ih-- h)‘i>ocns\ 

6 Ai.d) •'It.vlhd," the lowlands and plains ontsido the Meccan Vnllci 
Sc Al M,s-'ndi, SI 157 Mr, (now Sir) W Muir in his Life of Mahomet. 
If’! i p cci', r’anr)'. ii[vm mv I’llcrimace (iii 252)1110! in pkacinij-\rafat 
12 mi!'* from .Mfccah, 1 I.id given 3 miles to Mima. ■1-310 Miirdnlifah -1 
3 to vraf.vl - 0 hut tin li-tal docs not tncUido the suhiirhs of Meccah and 
the bn idlh of the Vr.sfat'V.dlej 

7 Tl’f v ords of the Ar'm, vo! i 30G 

8 Win*' in Amine is icminme, *• Shamiil" = liquor hung in the wind to 
cool, a hvourile Arab p-iclicc often noticed bj the [loots 

o I r , I will fill down de.sd drunk 
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By Allah, he treadeth no carpet of mine! Who is at the 
door, other than he ? ” Said Adi, “ Jarir ibn al-Kdiatafah ” ; and 
Omar cried, “ ’Tis he wlio saith;— 

But for dl-spyiug glances had our cj t*s espied » Eyne of the antelope 
and ringlets of the Rcems' 

A Huntress of the eyes® bj night-tide came and I • Cried, “ Turn in 
peace, no time for visit this, nicscems! 

An it must be and no help, admit Jaiir.” So Adi went forth 
and admitted Janr, who entered, saying .— 

Yea, he Mho sent Mohammed unto man, * Ajiist successor for Imam® 
assigned. 

His ruth and justice all mankind embrace, • To daunt the bad and 
stablvsh well-designed. 

Verily now I look to present good, • For man has ever transient weal 
in mind 

Quoth Omar, “ 0 Jarir, keep the fear of Allah before thine 
eyes and say naught save the sooth.” And Jarir recited these 
couplets:— 

How many widows loose the hair m far Yamamah-land* • How many 
an orphan there abides feeble of voice and eye. 

Since faredst thou who wast to them instead of father lost • When they 
like nested fledglings were sans power to creep or fly 1 
And now w e hope, since brake the clouds their w ord and troth with us, * 
Hope from the Caliph’s grace to gam a rain® that ne'er shall dry. 

When the Caliph heard this, he said “ By Allah, O Jarir, 
Omar possesseth but an hundred dirhams.' Ho boy 1 do thou 
give them to him.” Moreov er, lie gifted him wth the ornaments 
of his sword; and Jarir went forth to the other poets, who asked 
him, “ What is behind thee’? ” and he answered, “ A man who 
giveth to the poor and denieth the poets, and with him I am 
well-pleased ” 

1 .A.rab ". 4 r.im."p 5 u of Inn, a beautiful girl, a white deer. The word is 
connected %Mth the Heb Resm (Deui xwiu i7),Avliich has been e\plained 
unicorn, rhinoceros, and aurochs It is the Ass Rimu, the wild bull of the 
mountains, provided with a human face, and placed at the palace-entrance to 
inghten awaj foes, demon or human 

2 ti, she who ensnares [all] eyes 

3 Imir., the spiritual title oi the Caliph, as head of the Faith, and leader 
(lit fmreman,” Antistes) of the people at prajer. See vol iu , night ceboev 

4 t or 1 amamah see i o! u, night xhx. Omar bm Abd al-Aziz was 

governor of the province before he came to the Caliphate' To the note on 
Zarka, the bluesyed Yamamite, I may add that Marvvan was called Ibn 
Zarka, wn of - la femme au drapeau bleu," such being the sign of a public 
prostitute Al-Mas udi, v. 509 001- 

5 Rmn and bounty, I have said, are synonymous. 

6 -About £2 los 

7 I r . what IS thy news. 
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AL-nAJJAJ AND THE THREE YOUNG 

I\IEN.> 


Tiuv tell tli.it Al-llnjj.lj* once bade the Chief of Police po his 
lounds ah nit Ilnssorah city hy night, and wlioinsoever he found 
abroad after ■^upper-tide that he shouUl smite his neck. So he 
went round one nicht of the nights and came upon three youth-- 
sw.aying and slagg< ring from side to side, and on them signs of 
winc-bibbii)!'. So the v.'.atch l.iid hold of them and the captain 
id to fin ill, '‘Who he you that \c dur-.! trnnsgiess the rom- 
inandment of tin; Commandtr of the Faithful’ami come abroad 
at this hour : ” Quoth cnie of the jouilis, “ I am the son of him 
to v.diorn .ill necks' abase thtmsclves, alike the nose-picrcud of 
them and the bre ik'cr; thej come to him in their own despite, 
abject and stthmi'-'-ii c, and he t.ikefh of their uerllli and of tlicir 
blo-j;'.’ The M.ist<r of Police held ins li.iml from him, sajing, 
" Hfhkc' he is of the kinMiicn of the Pimceof Tnie IJedicicrs," 
and Slid to tlie second, " W'lio art thou?” Quoth he, “I am 
the son of liim v.ho'-e rank’ Time .ibi''et!i not, and if it bo lowered 
one d.iy, 'twill assuredly return to it*; former height; thou secst 
the folk crowd in triAips to the light of his fire, .some st.indmg 
.'■rauiid it and s(,me .sitting.” So the Chief of Police refrained 


t Pu"! I.dii.vt'l M 5'i’ It'S 9, livtit occc'ssw 

s Ot Ihii nii'‘5< rfisl ivi'” 1 i.'c and he. (Voe.r v, hhftj'tt 1 Iiim- .spnVi'u m 

li ni, liltcviXM'l and rule r t'kac.-s 1 tinj .I'lil llnshc bm!t Wisil cu>. tf 
SiaidrrMt'Tisti ininml ^rrMrtiloht'TxUueaudcnili-.aien.imonc-t tlicArali's 
\Vii<-n tie-Omni v!'* C.-.tip'i \li I was djini; he '.ud to hi>‘.ci Wdid. 

■' i,<x'! to AI-Hnji'’j and ijoiw ir hint, for, \snle. he tl is who hatli coiorel for 
jtju the pulp.l‘ , amt lit-1 till ‘word and thj rf'dii hand .nmmsl all op[>oncnl<;, 
tlioj n'a.!- .1 inm imti linn lie ni" dctU tint and wlu n I die summon the folk 
to the CO.I nant of alh si inri.; and ho who saith with hu htad—tlui'i. sai thou 
vith tin •wonl—llius ' " p\I-Si>uti, p JS5)3et the Iie.Ioriati simplj obbcrics, 
tl.e ix'rd cer-c him ” 

3 > f , fuen tliroueh his lieutenant 

4 “Sters” jvr ')nccdochc!i for hc-ads. The p-i”'ace ia .a deicription 
of a Inr'tf.r-iuri.ton in a (prti-.'of doiiWc-enltndm, the " noie pierced" 
f.MaVhrum) is Urn s-deect who ei kd h> the no.t like a camel with h.alter 
and rine. a- d the tireiker” (h.tshiin) mt) be a breaker of bread .as the word 
origitnlip mtau!. or brc.aker of bones iuistly the " wealth" (mdl) is n 
recondite allusion to tie- hair 

3 Aral) '■ Kadr " with a rlianco of vowel makes "Kidr" - a cooking-pnt 
The ilesctiplirm is it-at of an itiiiir.ant relltr of bodcrl brans (Pul mudammas) 
‘til! common m C.ai. i. The ' Ivht of Ins fire " sueecsts a dcmblc-cntciulre, 
tome [yn.crfi.l Chief like mt-lcilid King Kul.ajb See vol. t. inplit xK 

VOL. fv. C 
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from skying him and ashed the third, “ Who art tliou ? ” He 
answered, “ I am the son of him who plungeth through the 
ranks^ with his might and Icxellclh them xvith tJie sword, so that 
they stand straight- his feet are not loosed fiom tlie stirrup, 
whenas the hoi semen on the da)' of the battle are u-w-eary." 
So the klastei of Police held his hand from him also, saying, 
“Bclilte, he is the son of a Biavc of the Arabs." Then he 
kept them under guard, and w'hcn the morning morrowed ho 
referred then case to Al-Hajjaj, who caused biing them before 
him and enquiring into their affair, when behold, the first W’as 
the son of a barber-surgeon, the second of a bean-seller, and the 
third of a weaver. So he iiiarxellcd at their eloquent readiness 
of speech and said to the men of his assembly, “ Teach your sons 
the rhetorical use of Arabic-. for, b}' Allali, but for their ready 
wit, I had smitten ofl their heads I ” 


HARUN AL-RASHID AND THE WOMAN 
OF THE BARMECIDES." 

They telk that Hanm Al-Rashid was sitting one day to abate 
grievances, when there came up to him a w'oman and said, “ O 
Commander of the Faitfiful, may Allah perfect thy purpose and 
gladden thee m whatso He hath given thee and increase thee in 
elevation' Indeed, thou hast done justice and wrought equitably.^" 
Quoth the Cahph to those who were present w'ith him, “ Know 
ye w'hat this one meanetli bj' her saying ^" and quoth they, 
“Of a surety, she meancth not otherwise than w'cll, O Prince of 
True Believers.” Al-Rashid rejoined, “ Nay, in this she pur- 


on iighling-men or the rows of threads 

threads with the wonaenwca%er who Iciels and corrects his 

who mahes them stand stralhtte^ea^hq " Tk'"ftnm?” mld'k « iSo 
loop of cord m winch the w eat er’s foot rests ^ ^ ^ ' 
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pD'^rlh utily toaifjc tno. As lor her paying, ' Alinh perfect thy 
put po'^e,' she hnlh taken it from the .sayrnK of tire poet:— 

When thv pnrj'f. ;• j'-, effi rtei} iK^.mneth ifs decay; . iien theypny 
‘'liiyvi hi.W'ni fe< 1 ihoii suto'twd! p.e’'; away. 

Ap f'lr }n. saNiii::; ‘ v\ilah ^Itthh'uthee in whatso fJe hath pven 
thee,' '•he t-a', it from the main" of AJini','!i{y Al!.i!i,‘ ‘Till, 
wriene- they were e;! uhlened in tint which the\ were given, We 
Middenly 1 nd hold of them and lo, they ^\erc in doip ur I' As for 
het‘-n\!ng, ‘ All di incicisi; thet in deration!’ she 'e^ok it from 
the s-Ovi-ig of the p''i t;— 

* No fiK r lie til li »' e./.r tall . Injt na h,-. (h< th •■li.all come (o fall.' 
.\nii .as ftir her siyine:. ' Indeed, tlmn h.ist done justice and 
vnonglit c pnl.ddy,' 'li,. ft.ni the s vying of the Ahniglity, ‘ifjc 
swirre* or la;.' i" hind or turn a'tilc, veniy. All ih of that which ye 
do i 1 \.!‘H aw.n :'; .nut ‘As for the rv.arrcrs' they aic fuel for 
He 11.”' '1 h( n he tnniitu the woniati .and ,)<! cd lu i, “Is it not 

thns'" .Ansv.i red sh(': “Vc-, O Comm.itnier of tiie F.iithfui,” 
e.nd cpisth he, “ Wh.al prompted thee lo thisOnoth she, 
“ Then th>v.i.'.i my p-unts.and my 1 inslolk .and deip jileiist their 
i. rod.’’ Unquiicd the Cahph, *' Wliom me.ineA thmi ? ’’ and site 
lephfd, “I .am of tlie hei’c of D.tnnak.” Then said he to her, 
“ .\a for till, dc id, they .Me of those who ;irc past aw-.ay, and it 
hiotith not to .speak of them; hut, as for that wlncli I took of 
v.'o.dth, it shall forthri',,ht he ic'-tnrcd to thee, yea, .ind more than 
it." And he y.as bnnuifid to het to the uttermost of In^ bountie.s. 


THE TEX AV.\Z1KS; OR TIIE HISTORY OF 
KLVO A/jDDAKlir AND IIIS SOX.‘ 

Titi.rr. V..IS once, of old days, a king of the kingb, whose name 


j hnvi '.1 ill AP il. is thri aUria;; uiiln-laic". .an t when Uis\ lia'l 
himots-a tin .r V iinh'.., 1 We'(l oive so ihcu the fwu, of al! thiej;,,. until. 
V !. 11 SS' % e t f(' el >.J Vin ij, ■ elc , 

s Ai'ib ■■ l.au'lu “ al ,0 mci'i’m!;, " Ye Uo injuaicc"' quoted from 
K'T.ati !.• 13! , , 

3 Ar.aii, •• .M-Ki'.situna " before c%iilamc'I honm k\u rs 
,} IJre.l r.dil \ol \i, pji ioi-3«3, niAits ccccrsw cccdw'Mi This h 
the old rvn.an I!.dht>.-ir .S.-lmch. < r , iht Hool. of B.aUiti.ar, so called ironi 
^thc priuci and bero “ Tortnne *1 I rie.id * In the talc of Jih .id and Slnmas 
()!<: jaimlie'- of Warirs r. sticn. at innal in the Bmdilnd e^cle Here we h.ave 
the full I I'l- .as aiUiscd lij the Iniam .il-J.ir.i i. • it is meet for a m.in before 

C a 
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was Azddbakht; his capital was hight Kunaym Madud ‘ and his 
kingdom extended to the confines of Sistan= and from the confines 
of Hindostan to the Indian Ocean. He had ten Wazirs, who 
ordered his kingship and his dominion, and he was possessed of 
judgment and exceeding wisdom. One day he went forth with 
certain of his guards to the chase and fell in with an Eunuch 
riding a mare and heading in hand the halter of a she-miile, which 
he led along. On the mule's hack was a domed litter of brocade 
purfled with gold and girded with an embroidered band set with 
pearls and gems, and about it was a company of Knights. lATien 
King Azadbakht saw this, he separated himself from his suite and, 
making for the horsemen and that mule, questioned them, saying, 
“ To whom belongeth this litter and what is therein ? ” The 
Eunuch answered, (for he knew not that the speaker was King 
Azadbakht) sajing, “ This litter belongeth to Isfahand, AVazir 
to King .Azadbakht, and therein is bis daughter, whom he is 
minded to marr}' to the King hight Zad Shah,” As the 
Eunuch was speaking with the king, behold, the maiden 


entenng upon art ortant undertakings to consult ten mtcUigent fnends, if we 
hare onl) fire, to applj trrice to each. if onl) one, ten times at difierent visits, 
and if none, let him repair to his rnfe and consult her , and rrhater er she 
adrises him to do let him do the clear contrarj " (quoting Omar), or as says 
Tomraj Jloore, 

W hene'er jou’re in doubt, said a sage I once knerr, 

’Trrxrt trro lines of conduct rrhich course to pursue, 

Ask a woman’s adrice, and rrhate’er she adrisc 
Do the rerr rererse, and you're sure to be rrise 
The Romance of the Ten Wazirs occurs iti dislocated shape in the 
"Xoureaux Contes Arabes, ou Supplement au\ Mille et une Nuits, etc, 
par M VAbbe • • » Pans, 17SS It js the •‘Story of Bohetzad (Bakht-zad 
!=Luck-bom, V p ), and his Ten Viziers," in rot m , pp 2-30 of the " Arabian 
Tales.” etc , published by Dom Chans and M Cazolte, in 17S5 , a copy of 
the English translation by Robert Heron, Edinburgh, 1792. I owe to the 
kindness of Mr Leonard Smithers, of Shelneld It appears also in roi viu 
of M C de Perceral's Edition of the Rights , in Gauttier's Edition (roi ri). 
and as the^*'Histona Decern Vizirorum et fiiu Regis Azad-hacht," text and 
translation by Gustar KnOs. of Goettingen (1S07) For the Turkish, Jlalay. 
and other versions, ^see (p xxxrui etc) "The Eakhtiyar Rama," etc 
Edited (from the Sir W illiam Ousetey’srersion of iSoi) by Mr XV. A Clouston 
and pnrately printed, London, 1SS3 The notes are raluahie hut their worth 

I um pleased to see that Mr E J 
W Gibb is publishing the History of the Forty Vezirs, or. the Story of the 
Forty Moras and Eres ” written in Turkish by "Sheykh-Zadah," eradently a 
nom de plume (for Ahmad al-M,sn>). and translated from an Arabic .MS 
A\tHch probablj dated about tbe w th centur>’ 

1 In Clmris and Cazott^e the •• kingdom of Dmeroux (comprehending all 
Sy na and the isles of the Indian Ocean) whose capital was Issessara ’’ An 

the "Supplement" a 

sufebefore wnung’ "read up" hiS 

2 The Pja-siim form, in Arab Sijistan. the class.cal Drangiana or 

hero Rustlm. proper. It is famed in legend as the feof 0/ 



Tie 7hi 11\t:irs ; i<r He Ilal >n of A'///c. IzadlntU!/ atJ Ms Son 37 

r.siicd a corner of ihe curtain that sluU in the litter, ?o 
she sni'jht lool: upon the speal^cr, and saw the kin". 
\\ iicn AndlnKht l>eiit'Id her and noted Iicr fashion and her 
Imeliness. (and indeed never did seer* espy licr like,) his 
soul inclines! to licr and she took hold upon his heart and he 
v.a-, ravislied by her r.i^jlit. So he siid to the Eunuch, “Turn 
the !uah/i held .and retnui, far 1 .am Kiri" A/adinkht and in 
very ro'i'.h I wii! many liei myself, in istmich as Isfahand her 
fire )_s my Wa.dr and he will .icrept of tins .tfl.vu and it will 
not be’ li.iitl to him." Answered the Eunuch, “O kini;, Allah 
proliCi" ihy continuance, have patience till I acquaint niy lord 
her parent, and thou shalt vved her in the w.ay of conront, for 
It E.’sittclh thee not, neither is it fcemlv hn thee, to seiro 
heron this vvise, setinR that it will be an affront to her father 
an thou take her without his knowkd/je." Quoth .A/adlnkht, 
“ I hav c not patience to wait till thou tcjiair to her fire .uul return, 
and no sh.iiuc will bc'idc him, if I marry her." And quoth the 
eunuch, “O rnv knd, nauf'ht that in haste is done loti" endureth 
nor doth the hetrt lejoicc therein: .and indeed it bclioveth thee 
iK-t to take her on tliis unsc’ mlv wire. Whatsoever betideth thee, 
destroy not tliy--e!f with hartc, for I know th.it her sire's lircast 
Will l>e .‘•traitened by this affair and this th.it thou dost will not 
win th\ wish.'' But the kin"said, “ Vciily, Isfihand is inv M.iinc. 
hik'o and .a slav c of my slaves, and I reck not of her f.ithcr, .m he 
bo f.iin or unf.iin." So s.avini^. he drew the reins of the mule and 
earn in" the d.ainsel, whose naim- was B.ahrjaur,- to his home 
married her. Meanwhile, the Eunuch betook himself,he and the 
knifthts to her sire and s.aid to him, “ O my lord, thou Last served 
the Iring many years’ service and thou li.ist not faded him .a 
sinqic d.iy; and now he hath t.ikcn thy dau"hter without thy con¬ 
sent .and permission." And he rukned to him what h.ad passed 
and how the kinp had sei/ed her by force. When Isfah.and heard 
the eunuch's words, he w.is wroth with eveerdin^ wrath and 
assembling many troops, said to them, “ Whenas the king 
w’.as occupied with his women* wc took no icck of him; 
hut now he putteth out his hand to our Ikaritn; wherefore 
'tis my rede that we look us out a place whciein we may have 
sanctuaty." 'I'hcn he wrote a letter to King Az.adbakht, s.ay- 


I Ant> AVi. ) -- a professional l.alc tiller, which Mr rajiic justly holda 
to 1>; .a clonral error for ■■ /iMi, .a h'hohlcr, one who scelh " 

I In la r-.inn the name would hi Jlahr.i-J.aur fInch " (or fcitune," bahr ") 
of J.aur-(nr jur-) city. , 

3 Supply " and cared naURht for his Kinjjdom 
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in" to him, “ I am a Mameluke of ihj' iMameluIces and a slave of 
thy sla\es and my daughtei at thy service is a hand-maid, and 
Almighty Allah prolong thy dajs and appoint thy times to be in 
]o\ and gladness' Indeed, I vent ever waist-girded in thy ser¬ 
vice and in caimg to conser\’e thj dominion and Avaiding off from 
thee all thy foes; but nov I abound yet more than crewhile m 
zeal and watchfuhiess, because I have taken this charge upon 
niAself, since my daughter is become thy wife." And he 
despatched a courier to the king with the letter and a present. 
When the messenger came to King Azadbakht and he read the 
letter and the present was Laid before him, he rejoiced vath joy 
exceeding and occupied himself with eating and drinldng, hour 
after hour. But the chief W.azir of his W'aziis cuame to him 
and said, “ O king, know that Isfahand the Wazir is thine 
enemy, for that his soul hketli not that which thou hast done 
with him, and this messaije he hath sent thee is a triclc, so 
rejoice thou not therein, ''tithcr be thou misled b\' the sweets 


of his saj' and the softness of his speech.” The king hearkened 
to his Wazir's speech but piesently made light of the matter 
and busied himself with th.at which he was about of eating .and 
tricking, pleasunng and nuirjmaking. Meanwhile, Isfahand 
tin. ^\ .Azir wTote a letter and sent it to all the Emirs, acquainting 
them with shit which h.sd betidcd him from King Azadbakht 
and how he had foiced his daughter, adding, “And indeed he 
will do Avith you more than he hath done Avith me." When 


the letter reached the chiefs.* they all assembled together to 
Isfahand and said to hun, “ What Alas his aff.iir® ? ” Accordingly 
he discoAered to them the matter of his daughter and they 
all agreed, of one accord, to stn\e for the slaughter of the 
king, and, taking horse w ith their troops, they set out to seek 
him Azadbakht knew n.iught till the noise of the reiolt beset 
his capital city, A\hen he s.ud to his Avife Bahrj’aur, “ IIoav 
shall AAe do? She ansA\ered, “Thou knowest best and I am 
at thy commandment”; so he bade fetch tAvo sAAift horses 
Md bestrode one himself, Aihilst his Avife mounted the other. 
Then they took Avhat they could of gold and went forth, flying 
t rough the night to the dese rt of Kanuan ®; a\ hile Isfahand 

^ ''Tarf,” a great and liberal lord 

Bre?T Frtit „ Kajf is a fa%ounte nord not onh in tbs 

"ila” vul'-arh " and Sina Classically we should write 

cause fencifulb derived from Kirman Pers = worms be- 

foSder da'e a.^e L'aTn'^^ . but the n.ame is of 

bet«eeutheGermann?fera^i^W^ of Her^otus (h. 93) bmg 
Strabo and Smus CarmamcTsTi “her dasM^' 1 ^**™*“'** **' 
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untcrcJ th" cuy an I inido hitnscSf kuvr. Now Kin-^ Az-ulhaUlit’'? 
v\if>, V.!'. bii,^ V,!!*' Uiilti ami the l.ih nir pain-^ took lici iii (hs 
niotaii.'in: ■-> thiy aiv^htod at the fout, by a spiiis'4 of ^\aler, and 
idle bare a h >v as he \\eri, the moon. Daliijanr Iii-; mother piilictii 
iiil a erut of ^^ohl-rsovi'.'i brpc,'de .and wrapjjed the ihdd therein, 
tru! they tile m,'ht in that place, slie pnmrj him the breast 

til! n’f.tnmt. Then snd the king to her, “We are hunpered by 
till, child uid cin'iutabide hcionot c.m we catry him with us; so 
mctTmk,'. \^e indli.'lter leave him in thisi,t(:,td and wend our uajs, 
for Allah ie able to rend him one who shall take him and rear 
him.’’ So they wept <>\er him with cvceeding sore wicping and 
left him b'aide the fm'iu u>i, wrapped in that coat of brocavdc , 
then tiny laid at Ins lu td a ihcnis.in’! g.dd pieces in a bag and 
mounting tlieii hoiss-^, hied forth and lltd. Now, In the 
nriiiii uiee of the Mo-t High I^urJ, a company of higltway robheis 
f.’i up M a car.nan liud In’ that in ninl.u’n and despoiled them 
of a\h vt was wiiii th.m of ni -rohand’se. Then they betook them- 
•cKe.i to the high land.. 1 i they might share their loot, and 
! a.ilong at lh<‘fo't ihneof, t .pied the coal of broc.ido: ro tiicy 
fh. '•iuImi to s'e v.li.it it w.is, .uid behold, it w.is a boy wrapped 
thtfi!!) .md thi gold kiid at his h- ul. They marvelled and .said, 
“ I’s.u <•'! be .\li.di! l)y v.nit misdeed conieth tins child hero’ " 
Tlicruiij an they di\ ide.l the monc\ between them .iiul the capt.ain’ 
fifth' i!>;;!!v,.n’in''n t ok the (my .uni made him his son and fed 
him with sweet milk and dites,’ till he cunc to Ins house, when 
he ajipsinlcd a nurse for uanng him. Meauwinle, King 
Arodbikht an.l hts wife stued not m their ibglit till they 
c.anie to the c nut of tin. King of F.us, wh io name was Kisr.i.’ 
When tJkV pr-'S'-iitc 1 tliemsclacs to iiiin, lie lionoured tliom with 
.all h siour and eiUcri.amed them with li.andsomest enteit.ammcnt, 
and A/.idb ddu told him hi tale from mcepl to conclusion. So 
he g.ive him a mighty powiT .and wealth g.iloro .uid he abode 
with him some days till he w.as rested, when he made ready 
with his Iv'St and s.jtiing out for his own dominions, w.agcd 
w.ar with Isfiliind am! falling in upon the capital, defeated 
the whilome Minister and slew him. J’lien he entered the 
citv and sat down on the tlirone of his Ivingship; and avhen.as 
lie w.u. n .led and his kingd-om waved peiccful for him, he 


1 .\r.it) "K.!’!'!”, In «!i>: who‘its M.ih. .1 colka^iie, hciico the Sinn 
Alcavle; in M.im.co it 1. to’.o.iei, ami is priroe'l r g , Ka itl M.aclein 

e A f.avnuriK* foi.i. Al-ll.irn t itls she d uci .and cream, which wore sold 
loeethi! in Irw.u^, th' ” I’rou I Hide- on ihc dc .red Steed " 

j In I 5 ti 4 t .'it II t'A la in‘>ji,int " Kinrn ’ Chavis and Cazotte' 
have ■ Iv is .er.i ” In the st^r) tu Uilil..ird v.o find a I'.N " Yatru " 


40 


Supplemental Kights. 

despatched messengers to tire mountain aforesaid in search of 
the child, but they returned and informed the king that they 
had not found him. As time ran on, the boy, the son of the 
king, grew up and fell to cutting the way ^ with the highway¬ 
men, and they used to carr}’ him with them, whenever they 
went bandittiiig. They sallied foith one day upon a caravan 
in the land of Sistan, and there were in that cara\an strong 
men and valiant, and with them a mighty store of meichandise. 
Now they had heard that in that land banditti abounded: so 
they gathered themselves together and gat ready their u capons 
and sent out spies, uho retuincd and gave tlicm news of the 
plunderers. Accordingly, they prepared for battle, and when 
the robbers drew near the caravan, they fell upon them and 
the twain fought a sore fight. At last the caravan-folk over¬ 
mastered the highwajmen by dint of numbers, and slew some 
of them, -whilst the others fled.' They also took the boy, the 
son of King Azadbalvht, and seeing him as he were the moon, 
a model of beauty and lo\eliuess, bright of face and engraced 
with grace, asked him, “ Who is thy father, and how earnest thou 
with these banditti ’ ” And he answered, sajing, " I am the son 
of the Captain of the highwaymen.” So they seized him and 
carried him to the capital of his sire. King Azadbakht. ^^‘hen 
they reached the city, the King heard of their coming and com¬ 
manded that they should attend him with what befitted of their 
goeds. Accordingly they presented themsehes before him, and 
the boy with them, whom when the king saw, he asked them, 
“ To whom 1 elongeth this boy '>" and they answered, “ O King, 
we were going on such a road, when there came out upon us a 
sort of robbers; so we fought them and beat them off and took 
this boy pnsoner. Then w e questioned him, saying, Who is thy 
sue ? and he replied, I am the son of the robber-captain." Quoth 
t eking, I would fain have this bo3'”;and quoth the captain 
of the caravan, » Allah maketh thee gift of him, O king of the 
age, and we all are thy slaies.” Then the king (who was not 
aware t at the boy was his son) dismissed the caravan and bade 
^ palace and he became as one of the pages, 

w hile his sire the king still knew not that he was his child. As 
e a} s ro ed on the king observed in him good breeding and 
un an ing and handiness galore and he pleased him ; so he 
commi e ns treasuries to his charge and shortened the Wazirs’ 

and therefrom, commanding that naught should be taken forth 

^a\e3f eat e of the youth. On this wise he abode a number of 


Ilf, wajlajing traiellers, a term which has often occurred 
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ycnrc an<! thu Km" ;av. in him only pooil comliict atul tlie li.ihit of 
rii'htfoii'-mj--'. Now tlio frinsiirit"! lind been aforcti'iie in the 
Inniis of the W.inm to do uilh them v.hatso they vonid, and 
wlun tin y rune undei the \oiithV, hind, tlird of tlic Mini'-.tei' 
\\as ‘shortened from tln-ni, and he btramedc.tioi than a son to the 
iviTii: who could not Mipp"rt beinj:; sepiratcd fioni him. When 
tin Wa-'i!'.'-aw this, tiny were jealous of linn and ciuied liim 
and‘O'l'dit .1 de\ire ar.wnst him wherein they mieht oust him 
from tin Kine'st >0,' but found no me ms. At last, wiien Imle 
rondttl,'’it riiiueid tint tin: youth one day of the d ijs drank 
nine .md became dniuKen .ind nandered from his rijtht nit.s; 
-SO lie fell to r;oin(^ louml ab nit v.'thin the l.mj'’s pilace and 
l>e ti.ny lid him to the lodfjin" of tlie uomen, in wJiicli there 
V..1S a little skejiimj chamber, nliere the Kin{:j lay nitii Ins wife. 
Thither c.ame the joulh and cnttiiii" the dormitory, found there 
a sprv.ul cnuch. to nit, a slecpiii" pKiro. so he c,ist him.self on 
the brd, marrellinjt at the paintings tint were in tlie clnmber, 
wliidi n.is hithted by one na\en taper. Presently he fell .asleep 
and •lumlHrcd beiriiy till mcntide, when tiiere came a liand- 
m.iid, brii’^intj: nitli her as of nont all the dessert, eatables 
and diinkabh.s, usually m ide ready for the kime .and his wife, 
and .sieint,' tin* youth lyiufr on his back, (and none knowinjc of 
his cisu and he m his dninkenness unknowiiift where he n.is,) 
thuuyht that he was the hint' asle-p on his couch ; so she set the 
censin"-vi s;i 1 and laid the jaerfumes by the bcddin>,% then shut 
the door and went iier n.a\s. Soon after tins, tlie king arose 
from the nine-chamber and t.aking his wife by the baud, repaired 
with her to the clnmber in winch he slept, lie opened the door 
and entered when, lo and behold! he saw the youth lying on the 
bed, w‘h'reupon be turned to Ins wife and .s^nd to Jier, “What 
doth thi‘ youth iicre? Tliis fellow comelh not hither save on 
thine .account.” S.dd she, “I h.a\e no knowledge of him." 
Hereupon tlie youth awoke and seeing the king, spr.mg up 
and prostr.itcd himself before him, and Azadb.aklit said to him, 
“Ovde of birth,’ O traitor of imw'ouh, what hath driven thee 
to my dwelling? ■' And he b.ade imprison him in one pl.aco and 
the Queen in another. 

Ill, liii riij.il fai.iiir. 

2 »e , lifi) 111'-* f itol hour came <U,wn (from Heaven) 

^ \s tlie nirhls lia\e prim 1 in man> nlacca. die .Vsl (origin) of a man is 
inmnlarly lietd In inilncnfc his comliul liironglioiit life So the Jeweller's 
nile (lol IX ) was of •■erMie Inrth, wliidi .accotinleil for her vile comhict, .and 
reference is hard!) ntcos-an to a lio.t of oilier mst.ances We can trace the 
same uhsa in the s.a)ings lind folk-lore of the West, f e. Jdon sang nc [leiit 
mcnlir, etc , etc 
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GTfje i”tret 2)np.- 

OF THE USELESSKESS OF ENDEAVOUR AGAINST 
PERSISTENT ILL FORTUNE. 

When the morning morrowcd and the king sat on the throne of 
his langship, he summoned his Grand Wazir, the Premier of all 
his hlinisterS) and said to him, “ How scest thou the deed 
this robber-youth hath done' ’ He hath entered my Hanm and 
lain down on m> couch and I fear lest there be an object between 
him and the woman. What deeincst thou of the affair ? ” Said 
the V'azir, “ Allah prolong the king’s continuance ! Wlnt sawest 
thou in tliis jouth^’ Is he not ignoble of birth, the son of 
thieves ? Needs must a thief revul to his Ule ongiii, and whoso 
reareth the serpent’s brood shall get of them naught but biting 
As for the woman, she is not at fault; since from time ago until 
now, nothing appeared from her except good breeding and modest 
bearing , an at this present, an the king gi\ e me leave, I will go 
to her and question her, so I may discover to thee the affair.” 
The king gave him leave for tliis and the Wazir went to the 
Queen and said to her, ” I am come to thee, on account of a grave 
shame, and I would fain have thee soothfast with me in speech 
and tell me how came the youth into the sleeping-chamber.” 
Quoth she, ” I have no knowledge whatsoever of it, no, none at 
all, ’ and sware to him a binding oath to that intent, whereby ho 
knew that the woman had no inkling of the affair, nor avas in fault, 
and said to her, “ I wall shew’ thee a sleight, wherewith thou 
mayest acquit thyself and thy face be whitened before the king.” 
Asked she, *• W hat is it ” and he answered, “ When the king 
calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say thou to him ;— 
bonder youth saw me in the boudoir-chamber, and sent me a 
message, saying;—I will give thee an hundred grains of gem for 
whose pnee money may not suffice, so thou wilt suffer me to enjoy 
thee I laughed at him who besp.ake me with such proposal and 
rebuffed him, but he sent again to me saiing’—^An thou consent 
not thereto I wall come one of the nights, drunken, and enter and lie 
down m the sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and slay 
me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face shall be blackened 


1 /c , “Wniat deemest thou he hath done’ " 

2 The apodosis wanting •’ to make thee trust in him ’ " 
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^'.nh hint nini Uiiiii; ]io!K3\ir dlshonourod. 15c this tliy ^131:1" to 
;!(c l.aifT. :in<! 1 Vvill fare to him forlhri'^ht, mui upcat this to him." 
('noth the Out I n, " And I .also v.-ill siv lluia." Accorchni,d3', the 
Mntisttr rctmiad to tin- l.mj^.imb ini to him, “ Vcnl}-, this aouth 
li.ith mc'.stnl';ntoils Ttrins and p naltii s aftci the abundance of 
\hy bnanty. and no kenu i v.hirh is bitter c.an oter a\.a\ sv.ccl'; but, 
.as for the avomin. I am rcrtifii'd that tlicic is no default in her.” 
Thcri upon he irp!..itt d to the kinp the stor\’ which he had t.an^ht 
t!u t^U' en, a.l'.ich when Av.uihdiht heatd, lie rent his r.iimcnt niu! 
h ide the toutli hehronohl So thc\ fclclicd him .ind set him before 
thek'ny.wlu) hide summon the Sword'T, .and the folk all fixed their 
eec'. up m *.1 r \aiuth, to tlie end that the) mij^ht «ee what the 
s n t.m • h.ouid do w uh him. Then t^aid Aa-ulhakht to limi (and 
his v.oi.is \.i.:c wonis of amp r and tile speech of the x’oiith was 
Jcweieiit and well-hud^ ‘"I bnnjht thee with my mone)’ ,tnd 
11‘ke 1 for fn’tditv from the>-. whenf.ire I chose thee over all my 
(imndeis .u'd IViyes arid m idc thee Kiepci of m3 trc.ismies. 
Wlr.', then, ha>-t tiiou outt.''‘4e!i mine honour .ind entered iny 
house .and pi 13ad ti.nK.r with me and tookest thou no thought 
I'f all I ii'ic'danc thee of iHiiifits?” Replied tlie vontli, “ O 
smi'. I did tliis not of my choice .ind ficewill .ind I h id no 
liiisine^'' in hiin^ tlisn , Init, of the lack of my hick, I was 
driven ihithii, for tii.it I'.ate v..is contr.113'^ and f.iir Fortune faded 
mo. Indctd, I h id cnde.ivomcd v ith .li! endear cur tli.it n,night 
of foulness ihuiild come forth me and 1 kept rvatch and rratd 
ortr myself, ie t dtfuiU foreshov. in me. and none m.iy with- 
tt.ind ad ill ch inre, nor doth i-tiiriiig profit agiinst .adrerse 
Hestiny, as app-sireih by the example of the mcrch.int who rvas 
itriekcn with ill hick .lud his eiide.avonr .u.ailed him naught and 
he ft-!! hr- tfie- h.fdness of In; fortune.” The king as-ked, ** ^\ h.at 
1. the story of Uic imichanl and hov. w.i-- his lurk clianged upon 
him hr'tin sotiine^. of hi* donm?" .Aiisrreud the 3oiitli, “ May 
•lllah ptolong the kmg’i, contmuance! ” .and began 


1 Ir Ik- n-.ij ir.Hii ik.ilctt of IIuk”' wo fi’Kl fi'io'ou in lilt A' hlAi. i- 
llinei, "'1 i*! t)l tin oIi! ai„. r an i lI” fiiVtlfcr" — 

ill j'lku pano niWi'io jif ni jio sun . 

K-m na mitb'j kee siclili (’i.r j-l"'*' ua 

Ni'e r shall hr, nature fad a min nk.ileVr that nature be, 

Th' Nim-trt- b.tlt-r skall ti n un tlioii"b ilrt n liul viilU Gin ami Gbi 

■J I.-- Nd’i tMrh.i Aradiearlila) is tbe <• Peril in bl.ac." who-o Icaioi, 
man tl> biiur.'nn n s,l in a jirt onluo to panon G ir n tlie \ni;lo In-ttan 
J.irs'sn’ r.iv suerr .md Ghi cUnfitJ biilltr Kojb ick hhoj. the remii 
ptoierb in llimlo.t.ani 
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THE STORY OF THE MERCHANT WHO LOST 
HIS lUCKA 

There r\-as once a merchant man, ^rho prospered in trade, 
and at one time his every dirham won him fifty. Presently, his 
luck turned against him and he knew it not, so he said to 
himself, “I have wealth galore, yet do I toil and tra\el from 
countr3' to countrj’; so better had I abide in my own land and 
rest myself in my own house from this tia\ail and trouble 
and sell and buy at home ” Then he made two parts of his 
money, and with one bought wheat in summer, saying “ Whenas 
winter cometh, I shall sell it at a great profit.” But, when the 
cold set in wheat fell to half the pnee for which he had purchased 
it, whereat he was concerned with sore chagrin and left it till the 
next year. However, the price then fell yet lower and one of his 
intimates said to him, “ Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do 
thou sell it at whatsoever price.” Said the merchant, " Ah, long 
hare I profited 1 so ’tis allowable that I lose this time. Allah is 
all-knowing 1 An it abide with me ten full years, I will not sell 
it sai e for a gaming bargain.^” Then he walled up in his anger 
the granarj'-door wath clay, and by the ordinance of Allah 
Almighty, there came a great rain and descended from the 
terrace-roofs of the house wherein was the wheat so that the 
grain rotted; and the merchant had to pay the porters from his 
purse live hundred dirhams for them to carry it forth and cast it 
without the city, the smell of it haring become fulsome. So his 
fnend said to him, “ How' often did I tell thee thou hadst no 
luck m wheat? But thou wouldst not give ear to my speech, 
and now it hehoveth thee to go to the astrologer® and question 
him of thine ascendant." Accordingly the trader betook himself to 
the astrologer and questioned him of his star, and astrophil said to 
him, “ Thine ascendant is adverse. Put not forth thy hand to any 
business, for thou wilt not prosper thereby.” However, he paid 


r Cazotte " Storj of Kaskas, or the Obstinate Man” 

r Deccan Dajs” (p 171). and Giles’s 

Stran,,e Stones, &c (p 430), where the joung ladj' sa\s to Ma. •• You 

refrained frorg^ungT"^ ' I '“^^lerto 

a Th^^‘‘°Iunan,m “ ^ ha)-rich has shown. 

• <1? it Munajiun «a recognised aufhontj m Egi ptian tow nlets and 

offidals lUe-Jjoshi^'^s one of the pa d 
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no heed to the nstwlo/^cr's wouh and said in liiinself, “ If I do my 
business, 1 nin not afraid of auj(ht.'’ Tlicn he took Die other half 
of his money, after he had spent the first in three years, and 
Imiidcd him a ship, which he loaded with a carf,e'iison of whatso 
seemed good to him and all lint was with him and embarked on 
the sea, so he miqht voyage questing gain. The ship rennined 
in pirt some days, till he should he certified whither he would 
wctid, and he s,ticl, “ I wilt ask the traders what this merchandise 
piofitcth, ami in w hat land 'tis wanted, and how much can it g.iin." 
'i'hcy directed him to a far countr}’, where his dirham should 
produce* an hundreelfold. So he set sa'I and made for the land 
in question ; hut, ns he went, there blew on him a fuiious gale, and 
the siiip foiindeied. The mereh.int sa\ed himself on a plank 
red the wind cast him up, naked as he was, on the sea-shore, 
where stoorl a town har<l hy. lie praised Allah and g.avc llim 
thanks for his prese-rvation ; then, seeing a great \illage nigh 
hand, he heto.'K himself thither and siw, seated thmm, a \try 
old man, whom lie acqu.iinicd with hi; case and that which had 
betided him. The Shajkh g’-e\ed for him with sore grieving, 
%,hfri he heard his tale and set fowl before him. lie ate of it 
and the old man s.iid to him, “Tarr\ here with me, so I m.iy 
make thee my rnerscer* and factor over a farm I ha\e here, and 
thou shall have of me fue* dirhams a ilay." .\nsweicd the mer- 
ch.ant, “Allah m.ike fair thy icw.ard. and requite thee with His 
Iwns and hoiinties." So he abode in this employ, till he had 
sowrd and leaped and threshed and winnowed, and all was clean 
111 his hand and the Shaykh appointed neither agent nor inspector, 
iiut relied utlciiy upon iiiiii. Then the merchant bethought hmi- 
sdf .and said, “ I doubt me the owner of this gr.iin will ne\er give 
iiu my due; so the better rede were to t.akc of it after the 
measure of inj wage ; and if he gi\c me my right, I will return 
to him th.il I haw t.ikcn.” So he l.nd h.ands upon the gr.iin, after 
tl'v mt.isure of that which fell to him, and hid it in a hiding 
place. 1 iitn l.e c.irried the lesi and meted it out to the old man, 
who said to him, “Come, take thy wage, for which I conditioned 
with thee, and sell the gr.iin and buy with the price clothes and 
what not else: and thoiigli thou abide with me ten years, yet 
slinll tiiou still lia\c this lure and I will .icqiiil it to thee on this 
wise." ffiu.th the meichniit in himself, “Indeed, I have done a 
foul derd 1 )} taking it without hts pei mission." Then he went to 

I Ar.ili •■Amm •’ sub .aii<l .aOj In Imli.a it means n Oo\criiiTicnl emp'o),: 
who collects reecniie, in Marocco .a commiesioiier Mnt bj His Sliaiili.an 
Mnjf.l) 
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fetch that v>-hich he had hidden of the grain, but found it not and 
returned, perplexed, sorrowful, to the Shaykh, who asked him, 
“ What aileth thee to be mournful ? ” and he answered, 

“ Methought thou wouldst not pay me my due; so I took of the 
gram, after the measure of my hire, and now thou hast paid me 
all my nght and I went to bnng back to thee that winch I had 
hidden from thee, but found it gone, for those who had come upon 
It have stolen it." The Shaykh was wroth, when he heard these 
words, and said to the incrchant, " There is no device against ill 
luckl I bad giNcn thee this, but, of the somness of thy doom 
and thy fortune, thou hast done this deed, O oppressor of 
thme owm selfl Thou deemedst I would not fulfil to thee 
thy w’age; but, by Allah, nevermore will I give thee aught.” 
Then he drove him away from him. So the merchant went 
forth, woeful, grieiang, weepmg-cyed, and wandered along the 
sea-shore, till he came to a sort of duckers' diving in the sea 
for-pearls. They saw him weeping and wailing and said 
to bun, " What is thy case and what garreth thee shed tears ? ’’ 
So he acquainted them with his history, from incept to con¬ 
clusion, whereby the duclrers knew him and asked him “Art 
thou Such-an-one, son of Such-an-one ? ” He answered “ Yes ”; 
whereupon they condoled with him and wept sore for him 
and said to him, “ Abide here till we dive upon thy luck 
tlus next time and whatso bctideth us shall be between us 
and thee.^” Accordingly, they ducked and brought up ten 
oyster-shells, in each two great unions; whereat they marvelled 
and said to him, “ By Allah, thy luck hath re-appeared and thy 
good star is in the ascendant! ” Then the pearl-fishers gave him 
tlie ten pearls and said to him, “ Sell two of them and make them 
thy stock-in-trade; and hide the rest against the time of thy 
straitiiess.” So- he took them, joj’ful and contented, and 
apphed himself to sewing eight of them in his gown, keeping 
the two others m liis mouth; but a thief saw him and ivent 
and adveitised his fellows of him; whereupon they gathered 
together upon him, and took his gown and departed from him. 
When they were gone awa}-, he arose, sajing. “ The two unions 
1 have will suffice me, and made for the nearest city, where 
he brought out the pearls for sale. Now as Destiny would hai'e 


<l‘'ers = Arab ■’ Gha^nvdsfin •' 
the tex^auhar = the Port .Mjofar) is called habhah ” = 
2 The hmdh ana generous deed of one Moslem to 
means rare in real Ufe 


: a single pearl (in 
= grain or seed, 
another, and by no 
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it, n ccrt.-iia jinvcllcr of the town had been robbed of ten nninns, 
like tlioFc ‘aInch were witli the merchant; so, when ho saw the 
two pearls in the biokcr’s hand, he a'-ked hint, “ To avhom do 
these belong r’’ and the broker answered, “To joiuici man.” 
Th'’ jeweller, ‘■Lting the merch.int in panper c.uc and dad in 
t.ittcrid clothes, sn‘p..c;cd him and said to h.itn, “ A’hcre be the 
other einhl ptarh ?" '1 h'‘ merchant thought he asked him of 
thoi-a v'ltich wcie in the gown, whtn.as the man had purposed 
only to suiprive Innr into conh.ssmn, and replied, “The thieves 
stole tl'i lu from me.” When the jeweller heaid his reph’, he avas 
cemfied that it was the wight who had taken his good; so he 
k'il hold of him and hnlmg him before the Chief of Police, said 
to him, “This is the man who stole mj* unions: I hare found 
twn of tlicm nisan him .and lie confes'^eth to the other eight,” 
Now tin Wall kn» v. of tile theft of the peaiK; so he hade throw 
the merrh.mt into jail. ,\ccording!y they imprisoned him and 
wliippcd him, and he lay in trunk a whole jasir, till, by the 
ordinance of Alkali Ahnightj, the Chief of Police anested one 
of the duels aforeeaid, and imprisoned him in the piison wheie 
tl» merchant was jailed. The ducker saw him and knowing 
him, rjiu" tinned him of his case; whertnp m lie told them liks 
tale, .and that winch had btfaHen him; .uid the dner marvelled 
at the' k'c.k of hi*, hick. So, v.hcn he came forth of the prison, he 
nc/jii.air.ti’d the Sultan with the merchant’s case and told him that 
It v,rs In who had gieen him the piarls. The Sult.an hade bring 
him fnilh of the j ul, and aske*d him of Ins stora-, whereupon he 
told him .all that had hefillen him, and the Soatrin pitied him 
and a«Mgi’<d him a !c''ging in his own palace, together with 
pay .'’ini allow uucs for his suri;)ort. Now the lodging in question 
ndjchivd tin king’s ho'we, and wlnkt the mcrch.ant was rejoicing 
in this .(tid rayingq “ Vcnly, my hick hath returned, .ind I shall 
Ir.e in the rhrdow of tins king the rest tif mj’ life," he espied 
.an opening v.ailed up with clay and sloi.es. So he cksarecl the 
o]i nmg tile better to lec what w.is hihiml it, and behokl, it was 
awindev, gnmgiipan tin. lodging of the king's women. When 
he saav this, he w.is staitled and affrighted and rising in haste, 
fetched da) and stopped it up again. But one of the* eunuchs' 

1 '‘Dunecii," climol^gjc.'.Ilj m'*ins d).anil<*'r!ain (o'i) + fxen), n lud- 
or 'iaM.' Semi v.riler': hold tli.at tlir rrealion of tho s'-muir 
or afiacopu'. iH's.an a, a p'lat .hmcnl in I-g)pt and cl'cv Iiere; .and under the 
Homan', .ampulia’tion \i.as freguent others ir.are- tlie Creel. “ ms ahd,” 1 1 , im- 
jxilent man. to marit.al jealous), and not a few to tho wife who wished to lue 
tie' \c'!ie..s foi h.ard work in the home without danger to the sla\e girls Ihe 
001,111 of die mutilation is referred hy Ammni.iis .M.arcclhiiuu (hb iv , chap 
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saw him, and suspecting him, repaired to the Sultan, and told 
him of this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled out, ^\as 
Avroth mth the merchant and said to him, “ Be this my reward 
from thee, that thou seehest to unveil my Hanm ? ’ Thereupon 
he bade pluck out his eyes; and they did as he commanded. 

and the Classics generally, to Scmtramis. an "ancient queen” of decidedly 
doubtful cMch. Mho^thus preienled the promgition of Mc.aklings Rut in 
Genesis (\^\-ii 36. \a\i\ i. margin) we find Potiphar a Sanm 

{cSS Herodotus (lu chap .,8) tells us that Penander. tjrant of Corinth, 
sent three hundred Corcjrcan hoys to Alyattes for castration Cy i p" 
and that Panionios of Chios sold capomsed lads for high pn^ces, (yii 105). he 
notices (mu 104 and other places) that eunuchs of the Sun. of Heat cn, of 
the hand of God.” were looked upon as honourable men amongst the Persians 
whom Stephanus and Bnssonius charge with haiiiig invented the name 
(Dahistan 1 171) Ctcsias also declares nat the Persian kings wore under the 
influence of euriuchs In the debauched ages of Rome the women found a 
new use for these effeminates, who had lost only the testes or testtcuh = thc 
witnesses (of generatiie force) it is noticed by Jinenal (i 22. 11 3 <^ 5-379 • 
\i 366) — 

—sunt quos imbcllcs et mollia semper 
Oscula delectant 

So Martial, 

—\ ult futui Galha, non parere 

And Mirabean knew (see Kadisah) ” qu'ils mordent Ics femmes ct Ics 
hment aaec une precieuse continuite” (Compare my tol 1 night vwk , 
\oI IV night cccKw The men also used them as' Kitamites (Horace 1 
Od \.v\Mi) 

" Contaminate cum grege turpium 
Morbo virorum " 

In religion the inteatabilis or intestatus was held ill-omened, and not per¬ 
mitted to become a priest (Seneca. Control ii 4), a practice perpetuated in the 
lanous Chnstian Churches The maniifncUire was forbidden, to the satisfac¬ 
tion of Martial, by Doimtian, whose edict Nero confirmed, and was restored by 
the Byzantine empire, which adianced eunuchs. like Eutropius and Marses, 
to the highest dignities of the realm The cruel custom to the eternal dis¬ 
grace of medixial Christianity was reined in Rome for proiiding the choirs 
intheSistine Chapel and elsewhere with boys loices Isaiab mentions tlie 
custom (111 3-6) Mohammed, who notices in the Koran (wiv 31), "such 
men as attend women and haie no need of women," 1 r , "liaie no natural 
force,” eipresslj' forbade (11 iiS) "changing .Mlali's creatures," referring, say 
the commentatoTS, to superstitious ear-cropping of cattle. t.attooing, teelh- 
sh^emng, paederasti. tnbadism, and slaie-gelding Sec also the " Hid.ay ah," 
lol i\ 121, and the famous dlline A 1 Siyuti, the last of lus school, wrote a 
tractate Fi I-Tahnmi Khidmati 'l-Khisy 5 n = on the illegality of using eunuchs 
iet the Harem perpetuated the practice throughout Al-Islam'and African 
^mousy made a ^oss abuse of it To quote no other instance, the Sultan of 
re ^ thousand eunuchs under a Jlalik or king, and all the chief 

omces of the empire, such as Ah (father) and Bab (door), were monopolised bv 
these neutrals The centre of supply was the Upper Nile, where the opera¬ 
tion was found dangerous after the age of fifteen, Snd when badly perfoiroed 
r For this reason, during the last century the Coptic 

al-Day r. near Assiout, engaged in this scandalous 
Panmi and Philanthropic to operate scientifically (Prof 

AbiLm,? T'S-n in tbe Sud.in, N^ibia, 

of thoTe especially the Messalmiyab district one 

cLd^cted Taiiashah” (eunuchry) from the traffic there 

distnct hefw^epn \T a teachers Many are supplied by the 

are also deoots af^ Ain .tmA the port of Masawwab, there 

are also depots at Mbadr. near Tajurrah-harbour, where Tusuf Bey, 
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Tlio mcrdi.int took hie eyes in his hand and said, “ How long, 
O star of ill-onicn, wilt thou afflict me? I'lrst my wealth and 
now my life!” And he bewailed himself, saying, “Striving 
piofifeth me naught against evil fortune. The* Compassionate 
.aided me not, and effort was worse than useless.*" "On like 
wise, O king,” continued the youth, "wliilst fortune was favour- 


Goicrr.or in itsn, carn-j-el te-'ic forts l>o,s, inrliirim;: the brother of ,1 
)jt> tile African cJ'ii f here .i 1 m> t'>e «cll liniun AIi I Hair was '•caadalaii'-lj' 
active It i« ctciilatr'l that iir-t fi',\t, Uianceht th—isaiu! of thceunforlunatcb 
are .atiiutaily esjvwli.i to .\ra!si I-Of’l. .and '1 url'a Arncli IV of tiie 
Arel J kitjptian Convention s’ the o'fercc \Mtli (irath, .and no one 

vtcald otijCCt^ to h.T’cing tlie tnunhrtr tinder uhase inurijatin? in/or a hot 
rl'(-s Yet lid?, liVe most of our moltrn •• inprovcnio'its ' Kyipt, is .1 mere 
fra'^ft/('(•• “ The crime ,5 comtnitltd under our vcri tics, hut v.e wiM 
not see it 

Idle Romans numl'ercd tiiree tiods of riiiuiclis —i Casirali clean- 
sinavrd, from Gr. sorr^ios. j, Spado: cs, from irriiw. whea the testicles are 
torn cat, not front *'Spada." a loan of IVrsaa, a”d. 3 Tlihhit from OXIBm, 
to pro' a, when ills to-ticJc arc h-tit >ej.r!t In the Ka't al ,0, as 1 hive 

‘tate-i^vol 11! ni^hl ccc'vw ). cunecio-iro of ih-rr I'nd. -1 Sanihh.'or tlu. 
tle-a 1 I'avv'l, the cla>v,ca! .apxop.is t iiC par.s a-o ' a -pt oft In a sirirlo cut of 
a r.iror. a tube {tin o'VMVsjen) is mi m the tiutbra. tin wound is t.iati'rotd 
withlodiug Oil and the pafeut i> |)l\eli(l in a f-' h diin^hiU llis diet is 
tni'l. and if under pub rtv. hr oitr n survive This n. ih- < iiauqno aqiifrduc. 
who riust pa his w.airr ihroivli a lul>e 1 T 1 ■ tiinurh whose psini. is 
renavel l‘c retains al! the pw cr of copalalioa .and p'licrt atioa witluml the 
wilt riv ith.al 3 T he eiiaurh, or clau ril '1 lihb as and S timir, who has beta 
ren’tsed sealc.s Iq nimvini; ilio tesucln, {.as ilie pn.'.ts of Cvl'cle v ere 
C-utnl'l v<i'h a 1 nih h or l>v b--H'MMi.' (thr Grev! Till.'*ia^). t"n ling, 

•"•a in or baad.a/.m; them .V tndro luimar.e proco-- * h.a- 1 u* 1 , 1 ecn imro- 
diiri 1 .a hor ebair is tied ro'ind tin* n<vl of tin* 'cruliim and tiglitc.t.l Ii) 
•hs-.v tt( ;rtes till ibe tircul.ation of the jsart stop, and the 1 .aa drop, otf 
whiuoii fvun T hi. iias b-i 1 .adn,i*e.! in suiidn Ind'an re'.aia‘nts of lire pilar 
C,a\,alr>. a'’d il '.'JCC'^h-l adm.rablv the amraal. ra-dv rLspu’-td ,a day's 
red the p-aciicc w.as kno-n to the anricnts Sec noli . o'l K.adi«ah in 
Miral-sau The gni. ! t.'i rir/,i was instated bv ll.c l.vd.aa,, .according to 
iht-’f Jiisiorna X.anlhu Xaelii is fQ.i.a* : Iccnl ) liudare, that the 

p'oee.. w.a. ore of iiifili ilatio.i or "iiep’i ’i.vitig up the vulva, hut inolcrn 
cvprrience f* is -.igcr.ixi ,aa ojvalioii like the '•spvjnie ‘ of bitclc.. or 
tniiiilvtion of the womb Ur Ivob.-'t ('• Joiiri’'*) from Ueltii to Houl.av, 
AUilhrs Vrtliiv ) ‘p-ahsof .a tiieuch'il v.otinn v\h<) .after ov.ariotomv 

bad no brt-isi ,110 jiulirs. no lotutiduics, and no desires The .Vtetr.aliaiis 
|>racti‘c csstetioa of ili*' ov.ant-s 'ystemitically to rule woiiun barren 
Mti’ucho At.ic! 15 h.anud fioin the trav(l|.,r Ret I'h that about L.ale 
I’.ifajiilsl.tirie'tin n's urclhr.as v.ere split, and the girl: were sp.ivcd the 
latter showing two'C ir. in the groin TTicy have flat In oins, but feminine 
Ion”,': .and n.c sliglitly h.atde'l .VhacGilhir.a). of the ■■ Jf illh-mle," <.aw 
ri-vr Cayn Yt'rh a vvoman v ith tht .e ‘cass sht* w vs a surtlo mule, and 
Jia] prolnMv laen ‘paved IOp''..vtiit increase Tlie old btandiiiavi ins, frem 
N'orvaj to ireUad. • vstem.iiir.all) gtlded ‘•'tur.ly vagrants." in order that 
Ihev mi).ht not Ik get basi.irds The flotlenlots ly.fore m.im.age* used to cut 
oir 'the it ft testicle, meamtig b> such -i im c.astr.atinii to prev t ni the begetting 
of twins This curious cii torn, rneatiomd by the Jesuit Tochard, ]>oeving, 
an.l Kolbt. 1. now apiiarcntly ob oleic—.at least, the traveller 1 rit-ch did not 
find It 

I .Vr.ili “Harit.i"- ' forb.dden," siiifu*. 
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able to me, all that I did came to good; but uw^tbat it ball 
turned against me, ever^-thing tumeth to mine ill. hen the 
youth had made an end of his tale, the fang s anger subsided 
a httle, and he said, “Return him to the f 
draiveth to an end, and to-morrow we will look into his affair, 
and punish him for his ill-deeds. 


Clbc Sctonh Slap* 

0 -F LOOKING TO THE ENDS OF AFFAIRS. 

Whek it was the next day, the second of the Icing’s Wazirs, whose 
name was Baharun, came in to him and said, “ Allah advance 
the king' This deed which yonder youth hath done is a grave 
matter, and a foul misdecG and a heinous against the household of 
the king.” So Azadbakht bade fetch the 3’ooth, because of the 
Minister’s speech; and when he came into the presence, said 
to him, “ Woe to thee, O youth ’ There is no help but that I 
do thee die by the dreadest of deaths, for indeed thou hast 
committed a grave cnme, and I will make thee a warning to the 
folk.' The youth replied, “ O king, hasten not, for the looking 
to the ends of affairs is a column of the kingdom, and a cause 
of continuance and assurance for the kingship. Whoso looketh 
not to the issues of actions, there befalleth him that which befell 
the merchant, and uboso ooketh to the consequences of actions, 
there betideth him of joyance that which betideth the merchant’s 
son.” The king asked, “And what is the story of the merchant 
and fais sons ? ” and the jmuth answered, “ Hear, O king, 


THE TALE OF THE MERCHANT AND HIS SONS."’ 

There was once a merchant, who had abundant wealth, and 
a wife to boot. He set out one day on a business journey, 
leai-ing his wife big-with child, and said to her, “Albeit, I now 


I In Chavis and CazoUe, who ont-gahand'd Galiand in transinognf>ing 
the Arabic, this is the "Story of lllage (AI-Hajj) Mahomet and bis sons, 
or, the Imprudent Man " The tale occurs in manv forms and with great 
modifications see, for instance, the Gesta Romanorutn •• Of the miracutow 
recall of sinners and of the consolation which pietj offers to the distressed," 
the adveolnres of the knight Placidas.vol li gg Charles S\san, London 
Rivington, 1824, 
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leave thee, yet 1 nviII return before tlte birth of the babe, 
In‘:hn!hli! ’’ Then he ftrcuellcd her and pcttuif' out, censed not 
f.inng from country to country till he came to the court of one 
of the kin!;s and foicg.Uhercd nath him. Now this king needed 
one who should order his afTitrs and those of his kingdom, and 
steing the merchant well-bred and intelligent, he required him 
to abide .it court and entreated him honoumbly. After some 
years, he sought his Sovran's le.ase to go to his own house, 
but the king would not consent to this; whereupon he said 
to liim, “ O king. sulTer me go and see my children and come 
ag lin." So he gr.mtt d him pennission for this, ;ind, taking 
suicty of b.im for his return, g.ue him a purse, wherein were 
a thousand gold dinars. Accordingly, the merchant embarked 
in a sh.ip and set siil, intending for his mother-land. On such 
wi'-e fared it with the trader; but ns regards bis wife, news had 
readied hei tint her husband had accepted sera ice with King 
Such-an-nne; so she .iro-e .and taking hei two sons, (for she had 
hoin twins in his absence,) set out seeking those parts. As F.atc 
would have it, tiny happened upon an island and her husband 
r,ame thither that \et\ night in the ship, Ss> the woman said to 
her children, “Tlu- ship cornclh from the country where jour 
father is: hie jc to tlu ‘a,^.^horc, (hat ye may enquire of him *’ 
Accouimglv, thej' rep tired to the scM-shore and going up into 
tile ship, fell to plajmg aboiii it and busied themselves with 
their pl.'ij till r\ citing neiud. Now the merchant their sire laj' 
adeep in the shiji. and the noisj* dispoit of the hoys troubled 
him; whereupon he lose to c.ill out to them “Silence” and let 
the purse with the thousmd dinais f.ill .among the biles of mcr- 
di.andue. He sought for it .md tinding it not, biifteted his head 
mid seiicd upon the boj's, s.tjing, “None took the piirsc but j-ou: 
ye were pliymg .'dl .about the bales, so je might steal somewliat. 
and Ihc-re w.as none here but j’ou tw.ain.” 'J'hen he took his staff, 
.md laying hold of the childien, fell to heating them and flogging 
tium, whilst they wept, and the crew came roiinci .about them 
saying, '• The boys of this island are all rogues and robbers.” 
Then, of the greUness of the merchant's .inger, he swore .an oath 
that, except tiiey brought out the purse, he would drown them in 
the sea; so when by reason of their denial his oath demanded the 
deed, ho took the two bojs and binding them each to a bundle of 
reeds, cast them into the water. Ihcsontly, finding that they 
tamed from her, the mother of the two hoys went se.irching for 
them, till she came to the ship and fell to sajang, “ Who hath 
seen two hoys of mine ? Tbcir fashion is so and so and their age 

n ? 
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thus and thus.” When the cicw heatd her u'ords, they said, 
“This is the description of the tuo boys uho were drouned in 
the sea but now." Their mother hearing this, began railing on 
them and ciy-ing, “ Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my sons 1 
Where was the eye of your father this day, that it might have 
seen you ? ” Then one of the sailors ashed her, “ Whose i%ife art 
thou’” And she answered, “I am the infe of Such-an-one 
the trader. I was on my way to him, and there hath befallen 
me this calamity.” When the merchant heard her words, he 
knew her and nsing to his feet, rent his raiment and beat his 
head and said to his wife, “By Allah, I have destroyed my 
children with mine on n hand ' This is the end of whoso looketh 
not to the endings of affairs. This is his reward who taketh not 
time to reflect.” Then he took to w.ading and neeping over 
them, he and his wife, and he said to his shipmates, “ By Allah, 

I shall never enjoy my life, tiH I light upon news of them'" 
And he began to go round about the sea, in quest of his sons, 
but found them not. Meanwhile, the wind earned the two 
children from the ship towards the land, and cast tlieni up on 
the sea-shore. As for one of them, a companj’’ of the guards 
of the king of those p.irts found linn and carried him to their 
lord, nho man’elled at him mth exceeding marvel and adopted 
him, giMog out to the folk that he was his own son, whom he 
had hidden,* of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced m him 
■with joy exceeding, for their lord’s sake, and the king appointed 
him his heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On this 
vise a number of jears passed, till the king died and they 
enthroned the youth soiTan in his stead, vlien he sat down on 
the seat of his kingship and his estate flourished and his affairs 
prospered with all regularity. Meanwhile, his father and mother 
had gone round about, in quest of him and his brother, all the 
islands of the sea, hoping that the tide might have cast them up, 
but found no trace of them; so they despaired of them and took 
up their abode m a certain of the islands. One day, the merchant, 
being in the market, saw a broker, and in his hand a boy he was 
ciyung for sale, and said in himself, “ I will buy yonder boy, so 

■—^-—-- -_ 
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I niij sohcc myself wiili him for iny •;ons.’" So lie Ixmght him 
ami Imro him to Ins house; amJ, \slu'n his wife saw liim, she 
cried out and s.iid, “ liy Allah, this is my son 1 ” Accordingly 
his f.ither and mother rejoiced in him with exceeding joy and 
asked him of his biother; Init he answered, “ The \savcs parted 
ns and I knew not how it went with him." Therewith his father 
•and mother ronsol'-d themselves with him and on this wise a 
numher of jears passed hy. Now the meichant and his a\ife had 
homed them in a city of the land wheie the other son was king, 
and when the boy they had rccovctcd grew tip, his f.nher assigned 
unto him merchandise, to the end that he might traacl therewith. 
Upon this he fared foiih and entered the rilj wherein his 
hrothcr ruled and anon news reached the king that a merchant 
had come thitlitr with merchandise befitting royalties; so he 
sent foi him and the \onng trader obeyed the summons and 
going m to him, sat down licfore him. Neither of them knew the 
othci ; but blood mined between them’ and the king said to 
the inerihant youth. “1 desire of thee that thou tarry with me 
and I will exalt thy station and gne thee all th.it thou requircst 
and ertntst." Accordingly, he .abode with him awhile, never 
quitting him; and when he saw th.xt he would not siiffer him to 
depart from him, he sent to his father and mother and h.idc them 
remove thither to hinn Ifcrcat lhe\ rcsohed upon mo\ing to 
that island, and their son still increased m honour with the king 
albeit he knew not that he was his brother. Now it chanced one 
night that the king sallied forth without the city and drank and 
the wine got the mastery of him and he became drunken. So, 
of the youth’s fear f<ir bis safetj, he said, “1 will keep watch 
myself over the king this night, seeing that he dcscrrelh this 
from me, for that which he hath done with me of kindly deeds" ; 
and ho arose fonhrighl .md baring his brand, stationed himself 
at the door of the king's paxihon. Hut one of the royal pages 
s.tw him standing there, with the drawn sword in his hand, and 
he was of those '.\ho cnxicd him his fax our xxith the king; there¬ 
fore, he E.aid to him, " Why dost thou on thisxxiseat this time 
and in the like of this place?" Said the 5-outh, “ I am keeping 
xvatch and ward over the king myself, in requital of his bounties 
tome." The page s.iid no more to him; however, xx-hen it x\.is 


I The n-loplion of sl.we lads .ind kisses x\.is and is still common among 

Moslems .. , , , 

-» I has e elsewhere noted this '•palhclic killacj which is a liru camr-m of 
n.istcrn folk-lore and not less frcqHcntb used m the mcihvial literature 
of Kuropc before \\ert inicntcti 
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morning, he acquainted a number of the Icing’s servants with the 
matter, and they said, “ This is an opportunity for us. Come, let 
us assemble together and acquaint the king therewith, so the 
young merchant may lose icgard with him* and he rid us of 
him and we be at rest from him." So they assembled together 
and going in to the Icing, said to him, “ We have a warning 
wherewith we would w'arn thee.” Quoth he, “ And what is your 
warning’ ” and quoth they, “This youth, the trader, whom thou 
hast taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted above 
the chiefest of thy lords, we saw' yesterday bare his brand and 
design to fall upon thee, to the end that he might slay thee.” 
Now w'hen the king heard this, his coloui changed and he said 
to them, “Have ye proof of this?” They rejoined, “What 
proof wouldst thou have ? And thou deslrest this, feign thyself 
drunken again this night and he down as if asleep, and privily 
watch him and thou wilt see with thine eyes all that w'e have 
mentioned to thee ” Then they went to the youth and said to 
him, “ Know that the king thaiiketh thee for thy dealing yester¬ 
night and exceedeth in commendation of thy good deed ”; and 
they prompted him again to do the like. Accordingly, w'hen the 
next night came, the king abode on wake, watching the youth; 
and as for the latter, he went to the door o' the pavilion and 
unsheathing his scynntar, stood in the doo^vay. When the king 
saw' him do thus, he was soie disquieted and bade seize him and 
said to him, “ Is this my reward from thee? I showed thee favour 
more than any else and thou wouldst do with me this abominable 
deed.” Then arose two of the king’s pages and said to him, “ O 
our lord, an thou order it, w-e will smite his neck.” But the king 
said, “ Haste in killing is a \ile thing, for ’tis“ a grave matter; the 
quick we can kill, but the killed we cannot quicken, and needs 
must we look to the end of affairs The slaying of this youth will 
not escape us®” Therewith he bade imprison him, whilst he 
himself w'ent back to the city and, his duties done, fared forth to 
the chase. Then he returned to tow’n and forgot the youth, so the 
pages went in to him and sard to him, “ O king, an thou keep 
silence concerning yonder youth, W'ho designed to slaughter thee, 
all thy servants w’lll presume upon the king’s maj’esty, and indeed 
the folk talk of this matter.” Hereat the king w'axcd w'roth and 
cried. Fetch him hither ”; and bade the headsman stnke off his 
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hc-id. So they hrouKht the youth und bound his eyes; nnd the 
sworder sto^od at his lioad and said to the king. “ I 3 y thy leave, O 
my lord, I will smite his neck." But the king cried, “ Stay, till I 
look into lu'.s aflair. Needs must I put him to death and the 
despatching of him will not escap'' me." Tlten he restored him 
to the prison and there he abode till it ■jlionld be the king’s will to 
do him die. Presenlh, his puents heard of the matter ; where¬ 
upon his father arose nnd going up to the palace, wrote a letter 
and p'.csentcd it to the king, v.ho re id it, and behold, therein was 
written, saying, “ Have ruth on me, so m.ay Allah have nith on 
thee, nnd hasten not in the slaughter of my son; for indeed I 
.arted hastiiy in a certain affur and drowned his brother in the 
rc.i, and to this day I bemourn him. An thou must needs kill 
him, k'ill mo in his stead." Therewith the old merchant, w'ceping 
bitterly, prostrated liimself before that king, wdio said to luni, 
“ Tel! me thy tale." Said the merchant, “ O my lord, this youth 
had a brother and I in my haste enst the twain into the .sea." 
.\m! Im rdilcd t-o him his story’, first .and last, whereupon the 
king cried v.itli a migiUy loud tiy and casting liimself down from 
the throne, cmbi.iccd his father and brother nnd said to the 
merchant, “By .Allah, thou art my aery father and this is my 
brother and thy wife is our mother." And they nhode weeping, 
.all three of llicm. 'riu-ii the king acquainted his people with the 
matter .md rviid to them, “ O folk, how deem ye of my looking to 
the coij'cqucnccs of action?" .and they all marvelled at his 
wisdom and foieight. Then he turned to his sire and said to 
him, “ Hadst ihou looked to the issue of thine affair and made 
due delaj in whatso thou didst, there had not belidcd thee this 
repentance and chagrin all this tune.” Thereupon he sent for his 
mother and they rejoiced one in other and lived all their days in 
joy .md gladness. “ What then ’’ (continued the young treasurer), 
“is more grievous that the lack of looking to the ends of things? 
Whtiefoie hasten thou not in the slaying of me, lest penitence 
betide thee and sore chagrin." When the king heard this, he 
said, “ Return him to the prison till the morrow, .so we may look 
into his affair; for that deliher.ition in such is advisable and the 
.skiuglucr of this youth shall not csc.ape us." 
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faied on till they made a village^ in the land of Kinnan, and by 
It a river of water; so the man said to his wife, “ Tarry thou 
here, whilst I enter the \dllage and look us out a place wherein 
we may home ourselves.” And he left her by the water and 
entered the village. Presently, up came a horseman in quest of 
water, wheiewith to water his horse: he saw the woman and she 
was pleasing in his eyes; so quoth he to her, “ Anse, mount 
with me and I will take thee to wife and entreat thee kindly." 
Quoth she, “Spare me, so may Allah spare thee! Indeed I 
have a husband.” But he drew his dudgeon and said to her, 

“ An thou obey me not, I will smite thee and slay thee.” \Vhcn 
she saw his frowardness, she wrote on the ground in the sand 
with her finger, saying, “ O Abu Sabir, thou hast not ceased to 
be patient, till thy good is gone from thee and thy’ children 
and now thy wife, who was more precious in thy sight than 
everything and than all thy monies, and indeed thou abidcst in thy 
sorrow the whole of thy life long, so thou niay’est see what thy 
patience ivill profit thee." Then the horseman took her, and 
setting her behind him, went his way. As for Abu Sabir, when 
he returned, he saw not his wife but he read what was writ upon 
the grounu, wherefore he wept and sat awhile sorrowmg. Then 
said he to himself, “ 0 Abu Sabir, it behoveth thee to be 
patient, for haply there shall betide thee an affair yet sorer than 
this and more gnevous ” ; and he went forth a-following his face,® 
like to one love-distraught and passion-madded, till he came to 
a gang of labourers working upon the palace of the king, 
by way of forced labour.® When the overseers saw him, they 
laid hold of him and said to him, “ Work thou with these folk at 
the palace of the king; else we will impnson thee for life.” So he 
fell to V orking ivith them as a labourer and every day they’ gave 
him a bannock of bread. He wrought with them a month’s 
space, till It chanced that one of the labourers mounted a ladder 
and falling, brake his leg, whereupon he cned out and shed 
tears Quoth Abu Sabir to him, “ Have patience and weep not; 
for in thine endurance thou shalt find ease.” But the man said 


^ "iili a long history The root seems to be 

Karaha, he in ChiUd Itarih and Karia (emphatic Karita)=a town or 
cit} and in Heb lOrjath, Kirj 4 tha> im, etc We Rnd it m Carthage = Karta 
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to hun, " Hov; Ion;,' ^hull 1 have jialicnce ? ” And he answered, 
Mvin;:, “ Long-siinering brin^eth a in.in forth of the bottom of 
the pit mul se.ilcth him on the throne of the kingdom." It so 
fottuned (hat the himr was seated at the lattice, hearkenin'^ to their 
talk, and Abu Sabir's words anijcred him foi the moment; where¬ 
fore he Indeliiin^' him bcfoiehim and thej bromtht him forthright. 
Now thtic w.as in the king's palace an underground dungeon 
and thciein ,i vast silo' and a tleep, into which the king’’ caused 
cast Abu Sabir,i\ing to him, ** O little of wit, soon shall we sec 
how thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom.” 
Then he used tontimionsly to come and st.and at the mouth of 
the pit and say. “ O little of wit, O Abu Sabir," I see thee not 
come forth of tlie pit and sit down on the king's throne!" And 
he .is'igned him etch day two b.innotks of bic.id, whilst Abu 
Sabir kept silence and spake not. but patiently bore whatso 
bctidid him. Now the king liad .a brother, whom he had,,im¬ 
prisoned in that pit of old time, and he had died there: ‘but the 
folk of the realm deemed him still .alive, and when his durance 
grew long, tiif courtiers of the king used to talk of this and of 
the tyranny of their liege Lord, and the bruit spre.ad abroad th.at 
the sovran w.is a tyr.itif, so thej’ fell upon him one d.ay and slew 
him. Tlien they sou-ght the silo and brought out therefrom Abu 
Sabir, deeming lum the king’s brother, for that lie vv.as the 
nciresi of folk to him in favour .ind the likest, and he had been 
long in the pit. So they doubted not but that he vv.as the Pniice 
and said to liirn, Keign thou in thy brother's room, for we have 
slain him and thou art sovran in his stcid." But .Mm Sabir was 
Silent and sp-okc not a word’; and he knew tliat this vv.as the 
result of his piticricc. Then he aro«c and sitting down on the 
king’s throne, donned the loyal dress and dispensed justice and 
equity, anil .iffairs prospered; wherefore the lieges obeyed him 
and the subjects incliiud to hun and manv were his soldiers. 
Now the king, who erst had phmdetcd Abu Sabir’s goods and 


I Ar.ab " Malrru'ir.ati ■* - see vol i niiihl xsxviii. where it is used as an 
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dnven him forth of his village, had an enemy; and the foe 
mounted horse against him and overcame him and captured his 
capital; wherefore he betook him to flight and came to Abu 
Sabir’s city, cra\ing support of him and seeking that he should 
succour him. He knew not that the king of the city was the 
headman uhorn he had spoiled; so he presented himself before 
him and made complaint to him ; but Abu Sabir knew him and 
said to him, “ This is somewhat of the issue of patience. Allah 
the klost High hath given me poucr over thee.” Then he com¬ 
manded his guards to plunder the unjust king and his suite ; so 
they spoiled them and stripping them of their clothes, put them 
forth of his country', \^■hen Abu Sabir’s troops saw this, they 
maivelled and said, “ What be this deed the king doth ? There 
cometh a king to him, craiing protection, and he spoileth him! 
This IS not the fashion of kings.” But they dared not speak of 
this Presently, news came to the king of highwaymen in his 
land; so he set out m quest of them and ceased not to follow 
after them, till he seized on them all, and behold, they were the 
very thie-ves iilio had plundered him and his wife bj’ the way and 
had earned off his children. Accordingly he bade bring them 
before him, and nhen they came into his presence, he questioned 
them, saying, “Where are the two boys ye took on such a day ? ” 
Said they, “ They are with us and lie will present them to our 
lord the king for Mamelukes to serve him and gi\ e him wealth 
galore that we have gotten together and doff all we own and 
repent from lawlessness and fight in thy service.” Abu Sabir, 
however, paid no heed to their words, and seized all their good and 
bade put them all to death Furthermore, he took his tu o boys and 

rejoiced in them with exceeding joy, whereat the troops mur¬ 
mured among themselves, saying, “ Verily, this is a greater tyrant 
than his brother' There cometh to him a gang of thieves, and 
they seek to repent and proffer two boys by’ way of peace-offering, 
and he taketh the two lads and all their good and slay’Cth 
them ' Indeed this be violent oppression.” After this came the 
horseman, who had seized Abu Sabir’s wife, and complained of 
her to the king that she would not give him possession of her 
person, and solemnly declared that she was his wife. The king 
bade bring her before him, that he might hear her plea and 
pronounce judgment upon her. So the horseman came with her 
before him, and when the king saw her, he knew her and taking 
her from her ravisher, bade put him to death. Then he became 
aware of the troops, that they munnured against him and spake 
of him as a tyrant, so he turned to his courtiers and ministers 
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ninl said to them, “ As for me, b\' Allah of All-inii^lU,' 1 nm not 
the kinj^'s biother! Nay, I am but one whom the king im¬ 
prisoned upon a word he heard from me and he used cNcry day 
to come and taunt me therewith. Vo deem me the king’s 
brother; but I am .\lni Sabir and the Lord hath given me the 
kingship in virtue of n>j-jnticnce. As for the king who sought 
protection of me and I plundered him, 'twas he who first 
wronged me, fo: that he plundered me aforetime and dra\e me 
forth of my nathc land .and b.anishcd me, without due cause; 
wherefore I requited Inm with that which he had done to me, in 
the w.ay of lawful retiibution. As for the highwaymen who 
proffered repentance, there was no repentance for them with me, 
because they began upon me with foul dealing and waylaid me 
by the road and despoiled me and semed my good and my sons, 
the two boy.s that I took of them, and those ye deemed 
.Mamelukes are my verj* sons; so I .avenged mvself on the 
thieves of that which they did with me whilome and requited 
llicrii with strict justice. .\s for the horseman whom 1 slew, 
this woman I took from him was my wife and ho scired her hy 
force, but .Midi the Most High hath tcslored hrr to me; so 
th's was my light, and my deed that I have done was righteous, 
alheit VC, judging bv the externals of the m.attvr, deemed that I 
had done this by vvay of Ivranny." When the folk heard these 
vvonls, they marvelled and fell prnstr.itc before him; .and they 
redoubled in csttem for him .ind exceeding affection and sued 
pudon of him, admiring (hat which All.ih had done with him 
and how He had uiven him the kingship hy reason of Ins long- 
suffering and his patience and how he h.ad raised himself hj his 
endurance from the Ixjltoni of the pit to the throne of the 
kingdom, what while .Allah cast down the late king fiom the 
throne into the pit.* Then Aim Sabir foregathered with his 
wife and said to her, “ I low deemest thou of the fruit of patience 
and its swtetness and the fniit of haste and its bitterness? 
A’erily, all that a man doth of good and evil, he shall assuredly 
cncountei the same." “ On like wise, O king," (continued the 
young tic.isurer,) ‘‘it besitteth thee to practise patience, when- 


I Here the o.nli is juMifiisl; but ibc rc.ndor will h.ave rcmirtcd tb.at the 
name of Albli i'- ofleii taUn m vain Mosicnv. iiowtver, so far from hoidinj; 
ihi'. a p'-ofaiiaunn tie-m it an achnowlsiifinent of tin: Omnipotence and 
Omnipre-icnce 'I he Jews from whom the Chrr.lians have horroved h.nd an 
inlertw in concc.alinf; the name of their tribal duimly , and therefore made 
It meffablc 

3 I r , the prave, the fosie commune of Mam men. 
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ever it is possible to thee, for that longsuffering is the wont of 
the noble, and it is the chiefest of their reliance, especially for 
kings.” When the lang heard this from the youth, his wrath 
subsided; so he bade return him to the prison, and the folk 
dispersed that day. 


CTJc Jotirfl) Dap. 

OF THE-ILL EFFECTS OF IMPATIENCE. 

When it uas the fourth day, the fourth Wazir, whose name was 
Zushad, made his appearance and prostrating himself to his lie^'e 
lord, said to him, » O king, let not the talk of yonder youth 
delude thee, for that he is not a truth-teller. As long as he shall 
remain alive, the folk vnll not leave talking nor will tlw heart 
cease to be occupied with him.” Cried the king, ■■ By Allah 
thou sayest sooth and I will cause fetch him this dav .and sl.av 
him beriveen my hands.” Then bade ho bnng the'vouth • L 
they fetched him in fetters and he said to him, “Woe to thee' 
Thinkest thou to appease my heart vnth thy prate, whereby the 
days are spent in talk ? I nie.an to do thee die this day and be 
quit of thee.” Said the youth, » O Icing, 'tis in thy poZr to put 
me out of the world uheiiso thou wilt, but haste L^the wonf of 
the Ignoble and patience the sign of the noble. An thou do me 
to death thou inlt repent, and uhen thou desire to bring me back 
to life, thou inlt not be able. Indeed whoso nrietH i ^ 

tte. behllcth h,„. .ha. befell 
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assembly, amongst a nnmbet of people, he heard them talking 
of hisowm beauty and loveliness, and sajing, “There be not in 
his time a fairer than he." IJul one of the company said, 
“ Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-onc is seemlier than he.” 
^Vhen lhh?ad heaid this saying, his rc.ison fled and his heart 
ilutieicd and he crdlcd the last sp>aker and said to him, “Repeal 
to me that which thou saidst .and tell mo the truth concerning 
her whom thou avouchest to be goodlier than I and -whose 
daughter she is.” Quoth the man, “ She is the daughter of King 
Such-an-onc"; a\hcreupon B»h/j\d’s heart clave to her .md his 
colour changed. IVcscntly the news reached his sire, who said 
to him, “() my son, this maiden to whom thy hc.»rt clea\eth is at 
th) command and we have powet o\cr her; so v.ait till 1 demand 
her in wedlock for thee.” But the Piincc said, “ I will not wait.’ 

the king ha'-tened in the m.ittcr and sent to demand her of hei 
sue, who retpmed of him an hundred thousand dinars paid down 
to Ins daughtci’s clnwrN. Quoth Bihscrid's father, “ So he it,” and 
Weighed ont what was in his trcasuncs, .and. there remained to 
his charge but a little of the dower.’ So he said, " li.ase patience, 
O nn son. till we gather together the rest of the money and 
send to fetch her for thee, ‘•ince now she has become thine.” 
Therewith the Prince v.a\cd wroth with cvcccding wrath and 
cried, “ 1 will not have patience”; so he took his sword and his 
lance* and mounting his horse, went forth and fell to cutting 
the wa}.’ It chanced one day that he fell upon a company 
of folk who o\crc.unc him by dint of numbers and taking him 
pn'a.ncr, pinioned him and earned him to the lord of that land 
wheu in he w.is a-lnghwaying. This ling s.aw his semblance and 
loveliness and misJonbling of him, said, “ This he no robber’s 
favoui. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.” Bilmad w.as 
ashamed to acquaint him with his condition and preferred death 
for himself; so he answered, “I am naught hut a thief .and a 
bandit.” Quoth the king, “ It behoveth ns not to act hastily in 
the matter of this youth, but that we look into ins aff.ur, for that 
impatience genclcicth penitence.” So he imprisoned him in Ins 
palate and assigned him one to seive him. Meanwhile the 
news spread .ibroad that Bilw.ad, son of the sovran, was lost, 
whereupon liis father sent letters in quest of him to all the kings 


lit, Ihc moiel) kept by the bridciiroom, a conlinRcnt icltlcracnt p-aicl at 
divorce or on the dcatli of the luisband 

2 Aral) *• Itumh " ibo horstman's lanco not the footman’s spc.ar. 

3 t f , became a biKliw}man (a time-honoured and honourable career) in 
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including him ■with ^\hom he was imprisoned. hen the letter 
reached the latter, he praised Almighty Allah for that he had not 
anyways hastened in IBihzad s affair, and bidding them bring him 
before himself, said to him, " Art thou minded to destroy thy 
life ? ” Quoth Bihzad, “ I did this for fear of shame ”; and the 
kin" said, “An thou fear shame, thou shouldst not piactise haste 
in thy doings, knowest thou not that the fruit of impatience is 
repentance ^ Had we hasted, we also, like thee, had repented.” 
Then he conferred on him a robe of honour and engaged to him 
for the completion of the dowry and sent to his father, giving him 
the glad tidings and comforting his heart w ith news of his son's 
safety; after which he said to Bihzad, “Arise, O my son, and 
go to thy sire.” Rejoined the Pnnee, “ O king, complete thy 
kindness to me by hastenin" my going-in to my wife ; for, an I 
go back to my sire, the time will be long till he send a messenger 
and he return, promising me despatch. The king laughed and 
marvelled at him and said to him, “ I fear for thee from this 
precipitancy, lest thou come to shame and win not thy wish." 
Then he gave him muchel of wealth and wrote him letters, 
commending him to the father of the Princess, and despatched 
him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came 
forth to meet him with the people of his realm and assigned him 
a fine lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to 
him, in compliance with the other king’s letter. He also advised 
the Pnnee’s father of his son’s coming and they busied them¬ 
selves with the affair of the young lady. When it was the day 
of the bride’s going-in,' Bihz.ad, of his impetuosity and lack of 
patience, betook himself to the wall, which was between himself 
and her lodging and wherein was a hole pierced, and of his haste 
looked through it, so he might see his bnde. But her mother 
espied him * and this was grievous to her, so she took from one 
of the pages two red-hot iron spits and thrust them into the hole 
through which the Pnnee was lool-ing. The spits ran into his 
eyes and put them out and he fell dowm fainting and the wedding- 
festival W'as changed to mourning and sore concern. “ See, then, 
O King (continued the youth), “ the issue of the Prince’s haste 
and lack of deliberation, for indeed his impatience bequeathed 
him long penitence and his joy turned to annoy, and on like w'lse 
was It wnth the W'oman who hastened to put out his eyes and 


in unto'-' etc . not to be confounded with " going 
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(Iclnyod nol to tlehbcratc. AH was the doing of haste; 
uhcrcfoie it iKhoveth the hing not to he hasty in putting rnc to 
death, foi that I am under the hold of his hand, and whatso time 
thou dcsirest iny slaughter, it shall not escape thee." When the 
King heard this lu’s anger subsided and lie said, “ Return him 
back to the pii'on till to-morrow, so we may look into his case.” 


Or /iftb £',1P. 

OF THE ISSUES OF GOOD AND EVIL ACTIONS. 

Win.v it Was the fifth d.iy, the fifth Warir, whrKe name was 
Jahrbaur,’ c.ime in ti,> the king and prostrating himself before him, 
said, " D kinj;, it behoM-th thee, an thou stc or hear one look- 
on th} home,* that thou pluck out Ins eyes. How then slioulil 
it be with him whom thou s,u\cst a middlemost thy palace and 
on thy tnjal bid, and he suspected with thy Ilarim, .ind not of 
thy hnt.rge or of ttiy kindred? So <h thou away this shame by 
pulling liitii to tieath. Indeed, we urge tlice not to thi.s, except 
fir the assut.mee of thine empire and of oiir ?e.il foi thy lojal 
counstlhng and of our anection to thee. How can it be lawful 
that this youth should hicfor a sintjlo hour?” Therewith the 
king w.as filled with fury and cried, “ P-iing him foithright.” So 
they feicimt! the youth whom (hey set hefoie him in fetters, and 
the king s,-nd to him, “Woe to time! Thou hast sinned a great 
sin anti the time of thy siitiiv.il hath been long’; but needs must 
we put thee to dc.itli, because there is no ease for us in thy life 
till we take it.” fjuoth the youth, “Know O king, that 1 , by 
Alkih, am guilik ss, and by reason of this I hope for life, for that 
he who is innocent of all offence geeth not in feir of pains and 
penalties, neither gre.itcncth his mourning and his concern ; but 
whoso h.ith sinned, needs must Ins sin be expiated upon him, 
though his life be prolonged, and it sbail oicrtake him, cien as it 
overtook Dadl-in the king and his Wa/.ir." .'\sked Azadbakht, 
“How u.is th.it?” and the youth said, “Hear, O king (whose 
days rn.ay Allah inerc isc i), 


1 A f.ar.cj name inlenilc't to Iw Per .mn. 

; t f , tin H.arcni. ihi women 
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THE STORY OF KING DADBIN AND HIS WAZIRS.^" 


There -was once a king in the land of Tabaristan,- by name 
Dadbin, and he had two Wazirs, one called Zorkhan and the 
other Kardan.^ The Minister Zorkhan had a daughter, there 
was not in her day a fairer than she nor yet a chaster or a more 
pious, for she was a faster, a prayer and an adorer of Allah the 
Almighty, and her name was Arwa.'* Now Dadbin, the king, 
heard tell of her praises; so his heart clave to her and he called 
the Wazir her sire and said to him, “ I desire of thee that thou 
marry me to thy daughter.” Quoth Zorkhan, “O my liegest 
lord, suffer me to consult her, and if she consent, I will marry 
thee with her.” And the king said, “ Haste thee with this.” So 
the Minister went in to his daughter and said to her, “ O my 
daughter, the king seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry 
thee.” She said, “ O my father, I desire not a husband, 
and if thou wilt marry me, many me not but with a mate 
who shall be mine inferior in rank and I nobler th?n be, so 
be may not turn to other than myself nor lift bis eyes upon 
me,® and marry me not to one who is nobler than I, lest I be 
with him as a slave-girl and a sen-ing-woman.” Accordingly 
the ty’azir returned to the king and acquainted him with that 
which his daughter had said, whenas he ledoiibled in desire and 
love-Ioiiging for her, and said to her sire, “ An thou marry me 
not to her of good grace, I wall take her in thy despite and by 
force.” The Minister again betook himself to his daughter and 
repeated to her the king’s words, but she replied, “1 want no 
husband.” So he returned to the king and told him what she 
said, and he was wroth and threatened him, whereupon the 
father took his daughter and fled with her. When this came to 
the king s knowledge, he despatched troops in pursuit of Zorkhan, 
to stop the road upon him, whilst he himseK went out and over- 
takmg the Wazir, smote him on the head with his mace® and 
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slew him. Then ho look his tiatiphlcr by force .'mcl returning to 
his dwolhng-phce, uent rn to her and married her. Arw.a 
lesignrd lierself uilh patience to th.at which betided her and 
tnmmuted he! ca'-e to Allah Almighty; and indeed she was 
used to serve Him night .and day wilii a goodly seraice in the 
house of King Dadbin her husband. It befell one day that the 
h'ing had occasion to make a journey; so he c.allcd his second 
Wa/ir Kardan .and said to him, “ I have a charge to commit to 
thy care, and it is \onder lad\, my wife, the daughter of the 
Warir Zoikhan, and I desire that tlimi keep her and guard her 
thy \cry self, because 1 ha\c not in the woild .aught dc.arcr than 
she." Quoth K.ardan in his mind, '* Of a truth, the King 
bonourclh me with an cvtceding honour in entilisting me with 
this hdy.” .\nd he answered, “With lo\c ami all gladness." 
When the king had depart-.-d on his jounicj, Kardan said in 
huiiscif, “Needs must 1 look upon this lady whom the king 
loxeth v.'ith all this love." So he hid himself in a place, 
that he tnight espy her, and saw her .surpassing description; 
A'.hercfor he vas confounded at her and his ant was wildered 
.and lose g.at the lord.ship of him, so that he sent to her, sasing, 
“Ifasc pity oil me, for indeed I pendi for tlie kne of thee." 
Flic lent back to him and replied, “O \\ arir, ihon art in the 
jilacc of faith and confidence, so do not thou hetr.ay thy trust, 
Imt in.aKe thine inward life like unto tlunc outward* and occupy 
thyself with thy wife and that wliich is lawful to thee. As for 
this, 'tis mere lust, and women arc all of one and the same taste.’ 
And jf thou wilt not be forbidden from tins talk, 1 will make 
thee a bjword and a reproach .among folk." When the Minister 
he.ard her answer, he knew that ‘he was chaste of soul .and body, 
wherefore he repented with the utmost f>f repentance and fcaied 
for himself from the I;ing and said, “ Needs must I devise a 
<k\ice whereby 1 may destroy her; else shall I be disgr.aced 
with the king.' Now when the king returned from his journey, 
he qucstimied Kardan of the affairs of his kingdom, and the 
W.ai'ir answered, “All is right well, O king, save a vile matter, 
which 1 have espied here and with which I am .ashamed to 
confront the so\ ran ; but, if 1 hold my peace thereof, I fear lest 
i-tiwr than 1 discover it .and 1 sh.ill have plaied tinitor to the 
king in the matter of my warning and my trust." Quoth Dadhin, 
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“ Speak, for to me thou art none other than a truth-teller, a 
trust^^orthy and a loyal counsellor in whatso thou sayest, 
undistrusted in aught.” And the Minister said, " 0 king, this 
woman to whose love thy heart cleavcth and of whose piety thou 
talkest and her fasting and her praying, I will plainly prove to 
thee that this is craft and guile.” Hereat the king was troubled 
and said, “ What may be the matter?” and the Wazir replied, "I 
uould ha^e thee wot that some days after thy departure, one came 
to me and said to me. Come, O Wazir, and look. So I nent to 
the door of the queen’s sleeping-chamber and behold, she was 
sitting with Abu al-Kahyr, her father’s page, uhom she favoureth, 
and she did with him nhat she did, and such is the manner of that 
w Inch I saw and heard.” When Dadbin heard this, he burnt with rage 
and said to one of his eunuchs,* “ Go and slay her in her chamber.” 
But the eunuch said to him, “O king, Allah prolong thy life! 
Indeed, the killing of her may not be in this way neither at this 
time, but do thou bid one of thine Castrates take her up on a 
camel and carry^ her to one of the trackless wolds and cast her 
down there; so, if she be guilty, Allah shall cause her to perish, 
and if she be innocent. He will deliver her, and the king shall 
be free from default against her, for that this lady is dear to thee 
and thou sleuest her father bj’reason of thj’ love for her.” Quoth 
the king, “ By Allah, thou sayst sooth! ” Then he bade one 
of Ills eunuchs cany her on a camel to one of the far-off uilds and 
cut-off wolds and there leave her and wend his ways, and he 
forbad her torment to be prolonged. So he took her up and 
betaking himself with her to the desert, left her there without 
provaunt or water and returned, whereupon she made for one of 
the hills, and ranging stones before her in form of prayer-niche, 
stood praj'ing. Now it chanced that a camcl-dnver, belonging 
to Kisra- the king, lost certain camels, and his lord threatened 
him, if he found them not, that he would slay him. Accordingly 
he set out and plunged into the wastes till he came to the place 
where the lady was, and seeing her standing at prayers utterly 
alone, waited till she had made an end of her orisons, when he 
went up to her and saluted her wath the salam, saying, “ Who 
art thou ? ” Quoth she, »1 am a hand-maid of the Almighty.” 
He asked, “What doest thou in this desolate place ? ” and she 
Mswered, “ I serve Allah the Most High.” W-hen he saw her 
beauty and loiehness, he fell m love with her, and said to her. 
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Ilarkyc ! Do thou take uic to mate and I will be tender to 
thec and use thee with cvcccdutfi ruth, and I will further thee 
in obedience to Allah AlmiJthty.” Dut ‘^hc answered, sajin;^, 
■' I have no need of wedlock and 1 desire to abide here alone 
with my Lord and His worship; but an thou wouldst have ruth 
upon me and further me in the obedience of Allah the Mo't 
Hi"h. carrj' me to a place where there is water and thou wilt 
haae done me a kindness." Tlurcupon he took her to a place 
vshciein was nmninc; water and seltmp her down on the "round, 
left her and went his w.iys, m.incllmg at her. .\fter he left 
her. lie found bis camels, by lier blessing, and when he returned. 
King Ki'-r.i a<-k'cd him, "Hast thou found the camels?" lie 
answered “Yes," and acquainted him with the .ifTair of the 
damsel, and dct.ailcd to him her beauty and loveliness: where¬ 
upon the Idmt’s heart f h\e to her and he mounted with a few 
men and b!l<~'k himself to that place, where h" found the laiK 
and was atnaied at hei. ln'cause he saw hei surpassing the 
description win t* with the caniel-dri\cr li.ad described her to him. 
So he acco-ted her and .siid to hc-r, “ I .im King Kisrn, greitest 
of the kings, Wik thou not ha\c me to luisbmd?” Quoth 
•he, “ Wlnt will thou ilo with me, O king, and 1 a worn in 
abandoned m the waste'" .And quoth he, “Needs must this 
be, ,vnd if tlmsi wilt not rons<mt to me, 1 will t.akc up my abode 
here and devote my<elf to .Vlkih’s serviec and thy sc-mcc, .uul 
with thee wor hip the .\Iinight\." Then he bade set up for her a 
tent and another for himself, facing hers, so he might adore .Vllah 
with her, and ftU to sending her food; and she said in herself, 
“ This is a king’, .and 'tis not lawful for me that 1 suffer him for 
my .sake to fors.ike his heges and his land.” Presenth she said 
To the seieing-woman, w'lio used to bring her the food, “Spe.ak 
the king that he rctinii to his women, for he hath no need of 
me, .and 1 denre to abide m this place, so 1 may wiuship therein 
\!iah the most High.” The skave-girl retmned to the king .and 
told him this, whereupon he .sent back to her, s.ajmg, “ I haie no 
need of the king'hip and I .also desiic to tarry hou .and wordiip 
.\llah with thee in this waste." When she found this earnestness 
in him, she fell in wath his wishes, and s.uf], “O king, I will 
consent to that which thou desircst and will be to thee a wife, 
but on condition tint thou bring me Dadbm the king and liis 
War.ir Kardan and his chamiierlain the chief Limuch, and that 
they be present in thine assembly, so I maj speak a word with 
them in thy presence, to the intent that thou m.ayst redouble in 
affc'-tioii for me.” Quoth Kisr.a, “And what is thy want unto 
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this?” So she related'to him her story from first tc ktst, how 
she was the wife of Dadbm the king and how the Wazir Kardan 
had misspoken of her honour. When King Kisra heaid this, he 
redoubled in lo%e-Ionging for her and affection and said to her, 
“ Do n hatso thou vallest ”; then he let bring a litter, * and carrying 
her therein to his du elhng-placc, entreated her with the utmost 
honour and espoused her. Presently he sent a great army to 
King Dadbm and fetching him and his Wazir Kardan and the 
Eunuch-chamberlain, caused bnng them before him, they un- 
knowang the while what he might purpose to do with them. 
Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a pavilion - in the court) ard 
of his palace, and she entered it and let down the curtain before 
herself. When the servants had set their scats and they had 
seated theniseh es. Am a raised a comer of the curtain and said, 
“ O Kardan, nse to thy feet, for it besitteth not that thou sit in 
the like of this assembly, before tins mighty King Kisra.” When 
the \'\'azir heard these words, his hc.art fluttered and his joints 
V. ere loosened and he rose to his feet of his fear. Then said she 
to him, “ By the \irtue of Him who hath made thee stand up to 
judgment in this standing-stead, and thou abject and humiliated, 
1 conjure thee speak the truth and say what egged thee on to he 
against me and dme me from my home and from the land of 
my husband and made thee practise thus against a man and a 
Moslem so as to slay him.’ This is no place wherein lying 
availeth nor may artifice be herein.” When the Wazir was 
w’are that she was Arv.a and heard her speech, he knew that 
it behoved hun not to he and that naught w ould avail him sai e 
truth, so he bowed his head groundw ards and wept and said, 
hoso doth evil, needs must he incur it, albe his day be 
prolonged. By Allah, I am he who hath smned and transgressed, 
and naught prompted me unto this but fear and ovemiastenng 
esire and the miser) wnt upon my brow.' And indeed this 
woman IS pure and chaste and free from all fault." When 
heard this, he beat his face and said to Kardan, 
IS azir, Allah slay thee"! ’Tts thou that bast parted me 
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nnd my wife and wonqcd me!" BvU Kisra the Idn" said to 
Inm, " Allah shall assmodly vlay thee, because thou haslcnedst 
and looKtdst not into thine afTair, and Icncwest not the guilty 
from the guiltless. Ilndsl thou urought deliberately, the unright 
had been made manifest to thee from the rigiit; so when this 
\il!.iin Wa/dr purposed thy ruin, uhtie was thy Judgment nnd 
whither went thy sight?" Then he .iskcd Arwa, “What wilt 
thou that I do with them?” and she answered, “Accomplish 
on them the ordinance of Almighty Allah': let the slayer be 
sl.iin and the transgressor transgiessed against, even as he trans¬ 
gressed against us; jea, and to the well-doer weal shall Ixi done 
ev en as lie did unto us." So she gar c her officers order concerning 
Dadbin .uul they smote him on the hc.ad with a mace and slew 
him, nnd shti said, “ This is for the slaughter of my sire.” Then 
she bade set the W’aair on a beast and bear him to the desert 
whither he had caused her to be Ivjrne, learc him there without 
provaunt or water; and she said to him, “An thou be guilty, 
thou shalt suffer the punishment of thy guilt and die in the desert 
nf lumgcr and thirst; but an there be no guilt in thee, thoii shalt 
lie delnctcd, even as I was dehreied." As for the Eunuch- 
chamborlniti, who had counsdled King Dadbin not to sl-ay her, 
but to cau.se carry her to the desert, she bestowed on him a costly 
robe of honour and said to him, “ The like of thee it bcfitteth 
kings to hold in favour and promote to high place, for that thou 
spalrcst loy.ally and well, and a man is requited according to his 
(iei'J.” And Kina the King made him Wall in accrt.un province 
of his empire. “ Know, therefore, Oking" (continued the youth), 
“that whoso doctli gooil is requited with good, and he who is 
guiiUlcss of sin and offence feareth not the issue of his affair. And 
1 , O my iiegc loid, am free fiom guilt, wherefore I hope in Aliali 
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that Ha will show forth the truth to mine auspicious king, and 
vouchsafe me the victorj' over enemies and enviers.” When the 
king heard this, his wrath subsided and he said, ‘ Return him 
to the pnson till the morrow, so we may look into his case." 


G[)r 

OF TRUST IN ALLAH. 

Whun it was the sivth day, the wrath of the Wazirs redoubled, 
because they had not won their will of the youth and they feared 
for their lives from the liege lord; so three of them went in to 
him and prostrating themselves between his hands, said to him, 
“ O king, indeed we are loyal counsellors to thy dignity and 
fondly solicitous for thy weal. Verily, thou persistest long m 
leaving this youth alive and we know’ not what is thine advantage 
therein. Eieiy' day findeth him j’et on life and the talk of folk 
redoubleth suspicion on thee; so do thou do him dead, that the 
talk may be made an end of.” When the king heard this speech, 
he said, “By Allah, \enly ye say sooth .and speak nghtly!" 
Then he bade them bnng the young treasurer and when he 
came into the presence said to liim, “ How long shall I look 
into thy case, and find no helper for thee and see them athirst 
for thy blood?” The jouth answered, “O king, I hope for 
succour only from Allah, not from created beings: an Pie aid 
me, none shall ha\e power tohaim me, and if He be with me 
and on my side, because of the truth, from whom shall I feai, 
because of untruth ? Indeed, I have made mj’ intent with Allah 
a pure intent and a sincere, and I have severed my eapectalion 
from the help of the creature; and whoso seeketh aid of Allah 
findeth of his desire that which Bakhtzaman found." Quoth 
the king, “Who was Bakhtzaman and what is his story?” 
and quoth the youth, “ Hear, O king. 


THE STORY OF KING BAKHTZAMAN}" 


There w as once a king of the kings, w hose name w'as Bakhtzaman, 
an e was a great eater and drinker and carouser. Now 
enemies of his made their appearance in certain parts of his realm, 
which they coveted; and one of his fnends said to him, “ O kfing, 
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the foe inlcndcth for thee : be on thy Rtiarcl against him." Quoth 
Bnkht/aman, “I reck not of him, for that I harcrccapons and 
wealth and wannen and am not afuiid of aught." Then said his 
friends to him, ’‘.Ask aid of Allah, O king, for lie will help thee 
more than thy wc.alth and thy weapons .and thy warriors." But 
ho turned a deaf ear to the speech of his loyal counsellors, and 
piescntly the enemy came upon him and waged war upon him and 
got the aactory o%cr him and profited him naught his trust in 
''ihcr than .Mlah tlic Moit High. So he fled from him and seeking 
one of the sovrans, said to Inm, " 1 come to thee and kay hold 
upon tin skirls and t.ake ufiigo with thee, so thou majst help me 
.igainst my foe." The king g.i\c him monej .and men and .i 
mighty many and BaklU/.aman said in himself, “ Now am I 
fon.ficd with this force .ind needs niusl 1 conquer my foe with 
such combatants and overcome'him " : hut he said not, “With 
tne aid of .\llah Aimight}." So his enemy met Imn and o\cr- 
eamc him again and he was defeated and put to tlie rout and lied 
-at r.andom: liis troops wiic dispersed fiom him and his money 
lost .and the enemy pursued him. Thereupon he .sought the sea 
.ind p issing over to the other side, .saw a great city and tlicrcin a 
mighty citadel. He asked its name and that of its owner, and 
liicy said to him, “ It bclongcth to Khadid.'m* the king." So he 
t ire.i on till he c.amc to the roy.al p.dacc and concealing his con¬ 
dition, passed himself ofl* for a horseman’and sought scraice 
V ith King Khadidan, who att.achcd him to his attendance and 
I’nlrc.itcd him with honour ; but his heart still clung to his 
mother-land .and his liome. Presently, it chanced that an enemy 
came out ag.unsi King Klinduian ; so he =ent Ins troops to meet 
iiim .and made Bakht/aman head of the liost. Then they avent 
forth to the field .iiid Kliadidan also came forth and ranged his 
troops .and lea elk d lance and sallied out in person .and fought a sore 
tight .ind oacrcame iiis foe, ariio with his troops ignominiously fled. 
When the king and his army returned in Iriumpli, Bakhlzaman 
s.iid to him, “ Il.irkyc, O king! This be a strange thing 1 sec 
in Ihcc that thou art compassed .about avith this mighty great 
army, jot dost thou apply thyself in jicrson to battle and adven¬ 
ture-'t thy !i.'’e." Quoth the king, “ Dost thou call thyself a 
knight and a learned avight and deemest tliat aictory is in the 
in.any of men ? ” Quoth B.akhtzaman, “ Such is indeed my 
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belief.” And Khadidan the king cried, “ By Allah, then, thou 
errest in this thy behef 1 ” presently adding, “ \Voe and again 
woe to him nhose trust is in other than Allah! Indeed, this 
army is appointed only for phantasy and majesty, and victory 
is from Allah alone. I too. O Bakhtzaman, whilome believed 
that victory was in the number of men,' and an enemy came out 
against me mth eight hundred head, whilst I had eight hundred 
thousand. I trusted in the tale of my troops, nhilst my foe 
trusted in Allah, so he defeated me and routed me and I uas 
put to a shameful flight and hid myself in one of the mountains, 
where I met with a Religious who had withdraun himself from 
the world. So I joined myself to him and complained to him 
of my case and acquainted him with all that had befallen me. 
Quoth the Recluse, W'ottest thou u hy this befell thee and thou 
wast defeated ? Quoth I, I know not; and he said. Because 
thou didst put thy trust in the multitude of thj" uar-men and 
rehedst not upon Allah the Most High. Hadst thou put thy 
trust in the Almighty and believed of Him that it is He alone 
u ho advantageth and endamageth thee, ne\ er had thy foe availed 
to cope with thee. Return unto Allah. So I returned to mj* 
right senses, and repented at the hands of that Religious, who 
said to me:—Turn back mtfauhat rem.aineih to thee of troops 
and confront thy foes, for, if their intents be changed and turned 
au-ay from Allah, thou wilt overcome them, e’en werl thou alone. 
^^■hen I heard the Sohtaiy’s words, I put my trust in Allah of 
All-Jiliglit; and, gathenng together those who remained with me,’ 
feU upon mine enemies at unawares in the night They deemed 
us many and fled mth the shamefullest flight, whereupon I 
entered my city and repossessed myself of my place by the might 
of Almighty Allah, and now I fight not but trusting in His aid ” 
When Bakhtzainan heard these words he awoke from his heed- 
lessness and cned, “ Extolled be the perfection of God the Great! 
O king, this is my case and my story, nothing added and naught 
subtracted, for I am King Bakhtzainan and all this happened to¬ 
me wherefore I will seek the gate of Allah’s mercy and repent 
unm Him. So he went forth to one of the mountains and 
worshipped Allah there awhUe, till one night, as he slept, a, 
personage appeared to him m a dream and said to him. “ O 
Bakhtzaman. Allah accepteth thy repentance and openeth on 
thee the door of succour and wn'il aid thee against thv foe.’" 
Mhen he was assured of this in a dream, he arose and" turned 
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bade, int0!ulu5t: f'>r bis own nt\ ; and when he drew near therc- 
lie p,uv a comp.iny of the Icing's ittaineis, who sanl to hint, 
“ Whence art thou We ^ce ih it thou art a foreigner and fear for 
thee f'oin this King, for th it every i-trangcr who enteteth this ctU, 
he dt5Uo\cih liuu. of hie dread of King Bahht/ainan.” Said 
Rakhteauian, “ N'onc shall piejndice him nor piofit him save 
Allah the Most High.” And they icphed, *• Indeed, ho hath a 
v.ast aimy. and 2us heart is foitdicd in the nuilfititde of his many ” 
When King Hal.hl.aaman heard this, his mind was comfoited 
.md he said to htnisclf, “ I place my trust in Allah. An He 
will, I shall overcome mine enemy by the might of the Lord 
of Omnipotence." So he .s.aid to the folic, “Wot yc not who 
I am ? ” and they said, “ No, by All ih.” Cried he, “ I am 
Km,g Ikdduivunnn " When they heard this and Knew that it 
was indeed he, they dismounted from their horses and hissed 
his slnrup, to do liim honour, and said to him, “O King, why 
thus risk thy life ? ” Quoth he, “ Indeed, my life is a light 
matter to me and I set my tnist in .'Mnnghu Allah, looking to 
Him for prolocti m.” And quoth thc,\, “ M.ay tint suflicc thee' “ 
presently adding, “Wo will do with thee that which is in our 
jVDW’cr and whereof thou art worth) : hearten thy heart, for we 
will snecour thee with our substance and onr ts'isicnce, and a\u 
ate his chief ofiicers and the most in favour with liim of all folic 
So wc will take thee with us and cause the hegos follow after 
thee, because the inclination of the people, all of them, is thee- 
wards.” Said lie, “Do whatsc Allah .\iniight) enablcth )ou to 
do." So they earned him into the city and liid him with them. 
Then the) agreed with a company of the king's diief officers, 
who had afoicUine- been those of Bakhtnman, and acquainted 
them with this; whcicat they rejoiced with j'oy c\ceeding. Tlien 
they atrcmblcd together to Bakhlrnni.m, and made a covenant 
and handfast of fealty with him and fell upon the foe and slew 
him and seated King ] 3 :ikhu:anian again on the throne of his king- 
ship, And his .aiT>ir.s prospered and .\lkdi amended his estate and 
restored to him His bounty, and be lulud hi:, subj'ects justly and 
abode m the obedience of the Almighty. “ On this wise, O king," 
(continued the young tieasurer.) “he with wliom Allah is and 
whose intc'iU is pure, meeteth n.iuglit sai'c good. As foi me, I 
have no helper otiicr than the Aliinghty, and I am content to 
submit rinsclf to His ordinance, for that lie knoweth tlie* punty 
of my intent." With this the king's wrath subsided and he said, 
“Keluni him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into 
his case." 
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Oc x'ap. 

OF CLEMENCY. 

When it ■was the seventh daj-, the seventh Wazir, ■v\hose name 
was Bihkamdl,^ came in to the king and prostrating himself to 
him, said, “ O knng, ivhat doth thy long-sufiering with this youth 
profit thee ? Indeed the folk talk of thee and of him. Y'hy, 
then, dost thou postpone the putting him to death?" The 
Minister’s words aroused the anger of the king,_ and he bade 
bring the j'outh. So they fetched him before him in fetters, and 
Azadbakht said to him, “ Ho, iioe to theeBy Allah, after this 
day there abideth no deliverance for thee from my hand, by 
reason that thou hast outraged mine honour, and there can be 
no forgiveness for thee.” The jouth replied, “O king, there is 
no great forgiveness save in case of a great default, for according 
as the offence is great in so much magnified is mercy; and it is 
no grace to the like of thee if he spare the like of me. Venly, 
Allah knoweth that there is no crime in me, and indeed He com- 
mandeth to clemency, and no clemency is greater than that which 
spareth from slaughter, for that thy pardon of him whom thou 
purposest to put to death is as the quickening of a dead man; 
and whoso doth ernl shall find it before him. even as it was 
with lung Bihkard.” Asked the king, “ And what is the stor}' 
of King Bihk.ard. ’ And the youth answered, " Hear, O king, 


THE STORY OF KING BIHKARD?" 


There was once a long named Bihkard and he had mickle of 
wealth and many troops; but his deeds were eril and he w'ould 
punish for a slight offence, and he never forgave any offender. 
He went forth one day to hunt and a certain of his pages shot 
a shaft, which lit on the king's ear and cut it off. Bihkard 
cried, •• \\ ho shot that arrow ? ” So the guards brought him 
in haste the iiikdemeanant, rvhose name was Yatru,* and he of 
his fear fell down on the ground in a fainting fit. Then quoth 
the king, “Slay him”; but Yatru said, “6 king, this wliich 
hath befallen rvas not of my choice nor of my knowledge; so 
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do thou pinion me, in tlic hour of thy power o\cr me, for that 
mercy is of tlie goodliest of tlccds and belike it shall he in this 
v.urld a proMsion and a good work for which thou shalt be lepaid 
one of these days, and a treasure laid up to thino account with 
Allah in the world to come. P.inion me, therefoie, and fend ofl 
c\il from me, so shall Allih fend off from thee the like evil.” 
When the King heird this, it pleased him and he pardoned the 
page, albeit he Ind Tu\cr before pardoned any. Now this page 
was of the sons of the kings and had fled from his sire on account 
of a sm he had coinmillcd : then he went and took seriico with 
IJihKard the king, and there happened to him what happened. 
After a while, it chanced that a man recogni/’cd him .intl went 
.u’d told his father, who sent him a letter, comforting his hcaii 
.and mind and calling upon him to return to liim. Accordingly 
h; returned to his father, who cune forth to meet him and 
rejoiced in him, and the I'rince’s aflairs were <;et nght with his 
sire. Now it befell, one day of the days, that King IJihkaid 
shipped him m a ship and put out to sea, so he might fish; hut 
the wind blew on them and the craft sank. The king made the 
land upon a pi ink, unknown of any, and came forth, mother- 
n d:ed, on one of the coasts; and it chanced that he landed in 
tlie country whereof the fuher of the page aforesaid was king. 
So he came m the night to the g.ite of the sovran’s capital, and 
linding it shut, lo.Iged him in .i burying-pKace there. When the 
niormng morrow ed and the folk came fo'-th of the city, behold, 
they found a man lately murthered and c.ist down in a corner of 
the burial ground, and seeing Bibkaui there, doubted not but it 
was he who bad slain him during the night; so they laid hands 
on him and c.irried him up to the King and said to him, “ Tins 
fi liow hath slain .1 man." TIic King bade unpribon him;wheic- 
upon they threw him m jail, and he fell to saying m himself, what 
while he was in the prison, “AH that hath befallen me is of the 
abundance of my sins and my tyranny, for, indeed, I have slam 
much people unrighteously and this is the requit.il of my’ deeds 
and that winch I have wrought whiiomcof oppression.” As he 
was thus pondering in himself, there came .a bud and lighted 
down on the pinnacle of the prison, wheteupon, of lus passing 
eagerness m the chase, he took a stone and Ihiew it at the bird. 
Now riic king’s son was playing m the cveicise-gruund with the ball 
and the bat,’ and the stone lit on his ear and cut it oiT, whereupon 
the Pi nice fell down in a fit. So they enquired who had thrown 
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the stone and finding that it was Bihkard, took him and carried him 
before the king’s son, m ho bade do him die. Accordingly, they 
cast the turband from his liead and were about to fillet his e3'es, 
when the Prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of an ear, 
said to him, “ But for thy villainies thine car had not been cut 
off.” Said Bihkard, “ Not so, by Allah! Nay, but the story of 
the loss of my ear is so and so, and I pardoned him who smote 
me with an arroiv and cut off 1113^ ear. hen the Prince heard 
this, he looked in his face and knoning him, cried out and said, 
“ Art thou not Bihkard the king?” "Yes,” replied he, and the 
Prince said to him, " What ill chance threw thee here ’ " There¬ 
upon he told him all that had betided him and the folk wondered 
and extolled the perfection of the Almighty, cr3ing " Subliana 
>l\ab'—^laud to the Lord 1 ” Then the Prince rose to him and 
embraced him and kissed him and, entreating him with respect, 
seated him in a chair and bestowed on him a robe of honour; 
and he turned to his sire and said to him, " This be the king 
w’ho pardoned me and this be his ear which I cut off with a 
shaft; and indeed he deserveth my pardon by having pardoned 
me.” Then said he to Bihkard, “ Veril3’, the issue of mercy 
hath been a proiision for thee in such hour as this.” And they 
entreated him with the utmost kindness and sent him back to 
his own country in all honour. “ Know, then, O king,” (con¬ 
tinued the youth,) “ that there is no goodlier quality than mercy 
and that all thou dost of clemency, thou shalt find before thee 
a treasure for thee treasured up.” When the king heard this, 
his w'tath subsided and he said, “ Return him to the prison till 
the morrow', so w'e may look into his case.” 

El)? 0lffl)tl) S),w. 

OF ENVY AND MALICE. 

Wiiim it was the eighth da}’, the Wazirs all assembled and had 
speech together and said, “ How shall we do with this 3'outh, w’ho 
oiercometh us with his much talk ? Indeed, we fear lest he be 
saved and we fall into destruction. So, let us all go in to the king 
and unite our efforts to gam our cause, ere be appear without 
guilt and come forth and get the better of us.” Accordingly they 
all went into the king and prostrating themselves before him, said 
to him, “0 king, beware lest this youth ensorcell thee with his 
sorcery and beguile thee with his wiles. An thou lieardest what 
we hear, thou wouldst not suffer hmi live; no, not a single day. 
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^^hcrcforc hcci! not his speech, for we nrc thy Ministers, who 
entle,!'',tnir for tiiy pcrinnnciice, niul if lliou henikcn not to our 
word, to wlK»-e v.oui wilt thou hearken ? Sec, we .ire ten Wa/irs 
wlio testify ag.iin'^t tliis \outli that he is guilty anti cnlcretl not 
the King’s sleeping clianibc! sa\e with ill intent, so he niiglit put 
the King to slnnic ami riutrage hit lionour; and if the King slay 
hini not, let him Iniu'-h him his realm, that the tong’uc of the folk 
may demist from him.'' When the King heard liis Mimstcis' 
wouK, he was wrotii with exceeding wr.ith and hade bring the 
jouth. ami when he came in to the king, the W'ar.us all cried out 
with one \oico. saxing, •'O LacK-wits, thmKest thou to sa\o 
tinself from slaughter by guile and sleight, that thou wilest the 
King with th} talk and hopcst jiardon foi the like of this mighty 
great enme thou hast committed ' ” 'i'hcii the king bade fetch 
the sworder, so he might smite his neck ; wherenpon each of the 
\V,i.-irs fell to Kiying, “I will sl.ay him”; and they sprang 
upon him. Quoth the yoiitii, ** O king, consider and pondet 
the cagirncss of the.se thy Mmisttis. Is this of envy or is it 
not? 'J hey would fun make severance lictween me and thee, 
M) thcie ma\ fail to them what they shall plunder, as aforetime.” 
.\nd the l.ing s lid to liim, •' Consider their witne.ss against thee." 
Tlic young m.tn snui, “O king', how shall they testify of that 
which they saw not'? Tins is but envy and despigbt; and 
thou, an thou slay me, wilt indeed regret me. and J fe.ir lest 
there betide thee of npeiitancc that which lielidcd .\yKln Shall, 
by reason of the malice f>f bis W'ajtirs.” .\skcd .Azadlnkht, 
"And what is bis story?" and the youth answered, “ Hc.ir, 
O King, 

71 /E STOIiY OF AYI.AS SIJAJI AND ABU TJMMAMT’ 

Whiloine there was a merchant named .•Vbu 'lammam, and he 
was a clever man and a well-bred, quick-vvitted .and truthful in all 
his affairs, .and lie was monied to boat. Now there Was in his Kan 1 
a King .as unju.sl .as he w.as jealous, and Abu Tammam feared for 
bis wealth from this king and su'd, "I will lemove hence t.i 
.mother pl.icc where 1 shall not be in dread.” So be made for the 
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city of Aylan Shah and built himself a palace therein and trans¬ 
porting his ivealth thither, took up his abode there. Presently, the 
neus of him reached King Aylan Shah; so he sent to iniite him 
to his presence and said to him, “Wc know of thy coming to us 
and thine entering under our allegiance, and indeed wc have heard 
of thine excellence and wit and generosity; so welcome to thee 
and fair welcome' The land is thy land and at tlv>' command, 
and whatsoever need thou iieedest of us, ’tis already accomplished 
to thee, and it behoi eth that thou be near our person and of our 
assembly.” Abu Tammam prostrated himself before the king, 
and said to him, “ 0 king, I will serve thee with my monies and 
with my life, but do thou excuse me from nearness to thee, for 
that an I took office about thee, I should not be safe from enemies 
and enwers.” Then he applied himself to the royal service with 
presents and largesses, and the king saw him to be intelligent, 
well-bred and of good counsel; so his heart inclined to him and 
he committed to him the oidinance of his affairs and the power 
to bind and to loose was in his hand. Now Aylan Shah had 
three Wazirs, in whose hands public affairs were wont to be and 
they had been accustomed not to quit the king night or day; but 
they became shut out from him by reason of Abu Tammam and 
the king was occupied with him to their exclusion. HercMith the 
Ministers took counsel together upon the matter and said, “What 
is your rede we should do, seeing that the king is occupied from 
us with yonder man, and indeed he honoureth him with more 
honour than us’ But now come, let us devise some device ii here¬ 
by we may alienate him from the king." So each of them spoke 
forth that which was in his mind, and one of them said, “ The 
king of the Turks hath a daughter, whose like there is not in the 
world, and whatso messenger goeth to demand her in marriage, 
him her father slaughtereth. Now our king hath no knowledge 
of this, so, come, let us foregather with him and bring up the 
mention of her. w’hen his heart is talren with her, we will ad\ise 
him to despatch Abu Tammam to seek her hand in marriage, 
w hereupon her father will slay him and we shall be quit of him 
and settle his affair once for all.” Accordingly, they w ent in to 
the Jang one day (Abu Tammam being present among them), 
and mentioned the affair of the damsel, the daughter of the Turks’ 
king, and enlarged upon her charms, till the king’s heart was 
taken with her and he said to them, “We will send one to 
demand her to wife for us, but who shall be our messenger?” 
Quoth the Wazirs, “ There is none fit for this business but Abu 
Tammam, by reason of his xvit and good breeding ”; and the 



Ti.c Sh'ry fij A\'ht>' Shah ar;J Ah' Tainmaiti. Si 

kin^' “ Inclccv!, (‘\on as ya say, none is fitting for this affair 
save he." Tlion he ttirneii to Abu Tamiiiain anti sta! to linn, 
•* Wilt thou not with iny mess.ige and seek me in marriage 
the daughtci of the Turks' king’ ” and he answered, “To hear 
is to obey, O my Sovran I " So they made ready his affair and 
the king confessed on him a robe of honour, and he took with 
him a present and a letter under the king's hand and setting out, 
fared on till he came to the capital city of Turkistan. AVhen the 
king of the Turks knew of his coming, he despatched his officers 
to receive him and entreated him with honour and lodged him as 
befitted bis rank. Then he guested him three da\s, after which 
time he summoned him to his presence and Abu Taiiiinam went 
in to bim; and, prostrating biinself as besccmclh before kings, 
Hill th it psisont before Iiim and gave him the letter. The king 
read the wnt and said to Abu Taminam, “We will do what 
iHlioveth in the matter; but, O .\bn Tammam. nteds must 
tbou view mv damdilir .uid she view ihee, and nerds must 
thou hear !mr ipaicii and she hear tiune " ?o saving, he sent 
him to the lodging the Pnnees', vvho bad bad in.liee of this; 
s'» that they bad .idorncd her sitting-room with the costliest 
that might be of vessels of gold and silver and the like, and 
«hc cealcd In rseT on a chair of gold, clad in the richest of 
royal robes and oniaments. When .Mni Tammam entered, he 
took thought and said, “The wise declare that whoso governeth 
his sig'ht shall suffer naught unrighl and he who giiarcleth his 
longue sliall hear naught of foul taunt, and he who keepeth 
watch over his hand, it shall be lengthened and not shortened.’” 
So he entered and seating himself on the floor, cast down 
his eyes and covered his h.ands and feel with his dress.* 
Quoth the king’s daughter to him, “ Raise thy head, O Abu 
Tammam, and look on me and speak with me." But he spake 
not neither raised his head, and she continued, “ They sent thee 
onlv to view me and talk with me, and yet behold thou sayest 
not a word” ; presently adding, “Take of these union-pearls that 
he round thee and of thc.se jewels and gold and sihcr.” But he 
jnit not forth his hand to aught, and when she saw that he paid 
no heed to anything, .she was angry and cried, “ They have 


1 In Aral> idiom .a lo ig inn] or arm means power, a phrase not wholly 
nmeecl m kiirojsnn lan,;u ii;ts Cliavi. .aivl Ca-otit pimniir.f-c “ He who 
it.P'S hr. liamls cro .d epm his brc.ar,!. shall not sec them cut off." 
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messaged me with a messenger, blind, dumb, deaf." Then she 
sent to acquaint her father with this; ■v\ hereupon the king called 
Abu Tammam to him and said to him, “ Thou earnest not save to 
view my daughter; why, then, hast thou not looked upon her ? ” 
Quoth Abu Tammam, “ I saw everything” ; and quoth the king, 
» Why didst thou not take somewhat of that which thou sawest 
of jewels and the like ? Indeed they were set out for thee.” But 
he answered, " It behoveth me not to put out my hand to aught 
that is not mine.” When the king heard his speech, he gave him 
a sumptuous robe of honour and loved him muchly^ and said to 
him, “ Come, look at this well.” So Abu Tammam went up 
to the pit-mouth and looked, and behold, it was full of heads of the 
sons of Adam, and the king said to him, “ These are the heads of 
envoys whom I slew, because I saw them without loyalty to their 
lords, and I was used, nhenas 1 beheld an envoy without 
good manners, to say, He who sent him is worse-mannered than 
he, because the messenger is the tongue of him W'ho sendeth 
him and his breeding is of his master’s breeding; and whoso 
is after tlus fashion, it befitteth not that he be akin to me.” 
For this reason I used to put the envoys to death; but, as for 
thee, thou hast overcome us and won my daughter, of the 
excellence of thy manners, so hearten thy heart, for she is thy 
lord’s.” Then he sent him back to King Aylan Shah with 
presents and ranties and a letter, saying, “ This that I have 
done is in honour of thee and of thine envoy." When Abu 
Tammam returned after accomplishing his mission and brought 
the presents and the letter. King Aylan Shah rejoiced in this 
and redoubled all his favours and showed him honour the 
highest. Some days after, the King of Turkistan sent his 
daughter and she went in to King Aylan Shah, who rejoiced 
in her with exceedmg joy and Abu Tammam’s worth was 
exalted m the royal sight. When the Wazurs saw this, they 
redoubled in envy and despite and said, “ An we contrive us 
not a contrivance to nd us of this man, we shall die of rage.” 
So they bethought them and agreed upon a device they should 
practise. Then they betook themselves to two boys, pages 
affected to the service of the king, who slept not but on their 
knee,' and they lay at his head, for that they were bis bed- 


equnalent to the Arab, or rather Egypto-Synan form 
•Jiddan, used in the modern slang sense ^ 

2 X f , that he become son-in-Iaw 

shampooing often alluded to in The Nights, see 

dromied off wulcf's *'’”2 " sleeping on the boys'knees ” means that he 

dropped off whilst his feet were on the laps of the lads 
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ch.ninbtT pir^o';. So the Mini\tcrs gave them each a tliousand 
dinars of gold, saying. *' We desire of yon that ye do somewhat 
wo ic<juiro and take this gold ns a provi-^ion against your time of 
need.” Quoth the lads, “ What is it ye would have us do ? " and 
quoth the Wnnrs, “ This Abu Tatnmam hath marred matters for 
us, and if his case abide in this w.ay, he wdl remove us all from 
the king's fa\our: and what we want of you twain is that, w'hen 
ye .lie alone with the king and he leaneth back, as he were asleep, 
one of you say to Ids fellow:—^\'erily, the king hath taken Abu 
Tammam into high f.ivour and hath advanced him to exalted 
rank, yet he is a transgressor against the king’s honour and an 
accursed wight. Then let the other of you .aslc:—And what is Ins 
transgression ? and let the first answer;—llcoutrageth the king's 
iionour and saith, the King of Tiirkistan was used, when a 
mes'^enger went to him to seik his daughter in marriage, to slay 
him; but me he .spared, because she liked me, and by reason of 
this her sire sent her hither, for that she loved me. Then let the 
other say, Knowest thou this for tiuth ? and let the first reply:— 
l^y Allah, this is familiar to .all the folk, but, of their fc.ar of the 
king, they'd ire not divulge it to him; and ns often as the king 
isab.sent a-hunti.ig or a-w.‘yfaring, Abu Tammam enmeth to her 
.and is private with her." Whereupon tlie boys .answered, “We 
wall £cvy this ' Accordingly, one night, when they were alone 
with the king and he leant back, .as he were asleep, they said 
these words and the king heard all and w.as like to die of fury and 
despite and said to iiiinself, “These are young boys, not come to 
yc.irs of discretion, and have no business with .any; and unless 
they had heard these words from some one, they had not spoken 
thereof each with other.” ^^''hcn it was morning wrath over¬ 
mastered him, so tliat he stayad not neither delilverated, but 
summoned Abu Tammam and t.aking liim apart, said to him, 
“Whoso gu.ardclh not the honour of his liege lord,* what 
deservelh he ? ” -Said Abu Tammam, “ He deserveth that his 
lord guard not /as honour." Aylati Sh.ih continued, “ And whoso 
entcrelh the king's house and pl.aycth traitor with him, what 
bchovclii unto him ’ ” and Abu Tainm.un leplicd, “ He sliall not 
be left alive.” Whereupon the king sp.at in his face and said to 
him, “ Hoth tlu'sc deeds hast then done." Then he drew his 
jxnn.ird on him in haste and smiting him in the 1 elly, slit it and 
Abu Tammam died foithright; whereupon the king dragged him 
.along and c.ist him into a well that w.as in his palace. After he 


1 .Meaning the honour of his Harem 
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had slain him, he fell mto repentance and mourning increased and 
chagrin waxed sore upon him, and he would acquaint none who 
questioned him with the cause, nor, of his love for his wife, did 
he tell her of this, and whenever she asked him wheiefoie he 
grieved, he answered her not. i When the Wazirs loiew of Abu 
Tammam’s death, they rejoiced with exceeding joy and knew 
that the king’s sorrow arose from regret for him. As for Aylan 
Shah, after this he used to betake himself by night to the 
sleeping-chamber of the two boys and spy upon them, that he 
might hear wh.it they said concerning his wife. As he stood 
one night pnvily at the door of their chamber, he saw them 
spread out the gold between their hands and pl.ay with it and 
heard one of them say, “ Woe to us ! What dotli this gold profit 
us ? Indeed we cannot buy thercwitii any thing nor spend it 
upon ourselves. Nay, but ue have sinned ag.ainst Abu Tammam 
and done him dead unjustly.” And said the other, “ Had Ave 
knoAvn that the king would sl.ay him on the spot, we had not done 
Avhat Ave did.” When the king heard that, he could not contain 
himself, but rushed in upon them and said to them, “ Woe to 
you' What did ye ? Tell me.” And they cried, “ Amdn,' 0 
king I ” He cried, “ An ye Ai'ould have pardon from Allah and 
me, you are bound to tell me the truth, for nothing shall save 
you from me but soothfastness.” Hereat they prostrated them¬ 
selves before him and said, “ By Allah, O king, the Wazirs gave 
us this gold and taught us to lie against Abu Tammam, so thou 
mightest kill him, and Avhat Ave said Avas their speech." When 
the king heard this, he plucked at his beard, till he Avas like 
to tear it up by the roots and bit upon his fingers, till he Avell 
nigh cut them in tAvain, for repentance and sorroAV that he 
had Avrought hastily and had not delayed Avith Abu Tammam, 
so he might consider his case. Then he sent for the Ministers 
and said to them, “ O villainous Wazirs, ye deemed that Allah 
Avas heedless of your deed, but right soon shall your Avickedness 
revert upon you. KnoAv ye not that Whoso diggeth for his 
brother a pit shall himself fall into it^? Take from me the 
punishment of this Avorld and to-morrow ye shall receive the 
punishment of the next Avorld and requital from Allah.” Then 


Enghsh^'^^”"’ ~ security, the cry for quarter already introduced mto 
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he bicie [Hit thtni !o <!tMth; ‘•o the hc.ui'isnMil smote off their 
lu'.ids before the km-^, and he went in to his wife and acquainted 
hci with whatso lie had misdonc to Al>u Taminam; wdicreupon 
she qricred for fiim with niiijhty pieat grief and the king and his 
household ceased not 'weeping and repenting all their lives. 
Moreover, the}’ brought Abu "r.uumam forth of the well and the 
King built him a dome* m his palace and buried him therein. 
■* See, then, O auspicious king," (continued the youth,) " what 
jealous} doth and injustice .'ind how Allah caused the Wazirs’ 
malice to revert upon their own rucks; and I trust in the 
Almighty that He will empower me over all who envy me niy 
favour with the king and shew foith the tnith unto him. Indeed, 
1 dreid naught for my life from death; only I fear lest the king 
repent of ni} si.anghtcr, for tliat I am guiltless of offence, .uid if I 
knew that I were guilty on any wise, my tongue would be dumb- 
siruclc." When tlic king heard this, he liowcd iiis head ground- 
wards in j>erp!c\ity and confuMon and s iid. " Kestoic him to the 
ptison till the moriow, su wo may loiik into his case." 


Cbr JFlmtb Dan. 

OF DESTINY OR TII.VT WHICH IS WRITTEN 
ON THE FOREHEAD. 

Now when it was the ninth d.ay, the Wa/irs met and said one 
to othei, “Verily, this }outh I'aftlclh iib, for as often as tlie 
king is minded to kill him, he beguilcth him and hewilchelh 
him with a slorv*; so what be your icde we should do, that 
wc ma} rl.iy him and be .at rest from iiim " Then they 
advised togcthei and agreed th.at they should go to tlic kings 
wife.- So they betook themselves to her and said to her, “ Thou 
art careless of this aff.iir wherein thou art and this uncare shall 
not profit tlice : whilst the king, occupied with eating and 
drinlting and diversion, forgetteth that the folk beat upon 
tnmlwuiiiies and .siiig of thee and say. The wife of king lovelh 
theyoutli; and as long as he abidclli alive the talk will increase 
aiid noi diminish.’’ Quoth she, “Dy x\llah, 'twas }e egged me 


T tf adorns*! tornbwh'TC pr.a)crs ami prelections of tlic Koran could 
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on -against him, and ^\hat shall I do now?” and quoth they, 
“Go thou in to the Hng and weep and say to him,—Verily, 
the women come to me and inform me that I am dishonoured 
throughout the city, and what is thine advantage in the sparing 
of this youth? An thou valt not slay him, slay me to the 
end that this talk may be cut off from us." So the woman 
arose and rending her raiment, -went in to the king, in the 
presence of the Wazirs, and cast herself upon him, sajdng, “O 
kmg, is my shame not upon thee or fearest thou not shame ? 
Indeed, this is not of the fashion of kings that their jealousy over 
their women should be such as this.* Thou art heedless and all 
the folk of the realm prate of thee, men and women. Either slay 
him, that the talk may be cut off, or slay me, if thy soul will not 
consent to his slaughter.” Thereupon the .king’s wrath waxed 
hot and he said to her, “ I have no pleasure in his continuance 
and needs must I slay him this verj' day. So return to thy 
palace and solace thy heart.” Then he bade fetch the youth; 
whereupon they brought him before him and the V'’azirs said, “ 0 
base of base, fie upon thee i Thy life-term is at hand and earth 
hungereth for thy flesh, so it may make a meal of it.” But he 
said to them, “ Death is not m j our word or in your envy; nay, 
it is a deshny wntten upon the forehead: wherefore, if aught be 
ivrit upon my front, there is no help but it come to pass, and 
neither stiiinng nor thought-taking nor precaution-seeking shall 
deliver me therefrom; even as happened to Ivmg Ibrahim and 
his son.” Quoth the king, “ Who was King Ibrahim and who was 
his son ? ” and quoth the youth, “ Hear, O king, 


THE STORY OF KING IBRAHIM AND HIS SON.*" 


There was once a king of the kings. Sultan Ibrahim hight. to 
whom the so\Tans abased themselves and did obedience; but he 
had no son and was straitened of breast because of that, fearing 
lest the Idngship go forth of his hand. He ceased not to long for 
a son and to buy slave-girls and lie with them, till one of them 
conceu ed, whereat he rejoiced with passing joy and gave great 
gJts and the largest largesse When the girl’s months were com- 
p ete an the time of her li-ing-in drew near, the king summoned 
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XJnlKs Hebnam ('). and his Son" {Cha\is and Cazotte) 

that found'tn^he 
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the astrologers atul they watched for the hour of child-bearing 
and raised their astrolabes and carefully noted the time. The 
hnnd-mau! g-wc birth to a man-child, whereat the Icing rejoiced 
exceedingly, and the people congratulated one another v.-ith this 
glad neus. 'I'hcn the astrophils made their calculations and 
IcHilccd into his nali\ity and his ascendant, whereupon their 
colour changed and they were confounded. Quoth the king to 
them, •‘Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall have 
assurance of paidon and have naught to fear,'’’ They replied, 
“O King, this princely child’s ii.itivitj denoteth that, in the 
screnth rear of his age, there is fearful danger for him from a 
lion, which shall attempt to icnd him : and if he be saved from 
the lion, there will betide a matter yet sorer and more grievous 
e%-cn than that." Asked the king, “What is it?" and they 
answered, “Wc will not spc.ak, except the king command us 
and give us assurance from fe.ir." Quoth the King, “AlKih 
assure you!" and quoth they, “ .‘\nd he be s,avcd from the 
lion, the king’s destruction ‘-hnll be at his hand." When the 
King heard this, his complexion changed and his breast avas 
straitened; but he s.aid to himself, “I will be watchful and do 
nn endear our and sufier not the lion to cat him. It cannot 
lie that he will Itill me, and indeed ‘The astrologers hed.*'" 
Then he caused rear him among the wet-nurses and the noble 
m.atrons*; but withal ho ce.ised not to ponder the prediction 
of the astrophils and vonly his life was troubled. So ho 
betook hiineclf to the top of a high mountain and hollowed 
there a deep cxc,avation* and made in it many dwelling-places 
and rooms and filled it with all that was needful of rations and 
raiment and what not else and l.dd in it pipe-conduits of water 
from the mountain and lodged the boy therein, with a nurse 
who should rear him Moreover, at the first of each month he 
u'-td to go to the mountain and stand at the mouth of the hollow 
.ind let down a rope he had with him and draw up the boy to him 
and strain him to his iKieoin and kiss him and play with him 
awhile, after which he avould let him down again to his place and 

1 A njilu Kingly Ving. in the lawtcrn scnio of the word, would strike off 

their heads’for d innc to see omens Ihrcatcninj his son .and heir this svould 
In; rnnstniclive trcMlon of the highest because it might be expected to cause 
itsovn fulfiluwnl , , .. , 

2 Mahnnimcd'r. Hadis "Karribu 'l-Munajjimiina bt Rabbi ' 1 -lva.abah’ 
-the Aslrologen tied, by the K.a’.abah's Lord ' 

3 Arab •‘Kh.aw.atm.''plur.of Kh.itun.amalron.aladj.vol in night cclxii 

4 See A!-Mas'udi, chapt xsii (1 r Tr.insl n 48-49) of the circular cavity 
two miles deep and sixty in circuit inhabited by men and animals on the 
Caucasus near Dcrbcnd 
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return ; and he ^vas ^vont to count the days till the seven years 
should pass by. Koavavhen arrived the time of the ^ate fore- 
ordered and the Fortune graven on the forehead and there 
remained for the boy but ten days till the seven years should be 
complete, there came to that mountain hunters chasing wild 
beasts and, seeing a lion, they attacked him. He fled from the 
and seeking refuge in the mountain, fell into the hollow m_ its 
midst. The nurse saw him forthwith and escaped from him into 
one of the chambers; upon which the lion made for the lad and 
seizing upon him, tare his shoulder, after which he sought the 
room wherein was the nurse and falling upon her, devoured her, 
whilst the boy lay in a snoon. Meanwhile, when the huntsmen 
saw that the lion had fallen into the pit, they came to the mouth 
and heard the shneking of the boy and the woman; and after 
awhile the cries died awaj', whereby they knew that the lion ha 
slain them. Presently, as they stood by the mouth of the excava¬ 
tion behold, the lion came scrambling up the sides and would 
have issued forth • but, as often as heshened his head, they pelted 
him with stones, till they beat him dorni and he fell; whereupon 
one of the hunters descended into the pit and despatched him and 
saw the boy wounded; after which he ivent to the chamber, where 
he found the woman dead, and indeed the lion had eaten his fill 
of her. Then he noted that which was therein of clothes and 
what not else, and notifjmg his mates, fell to passing the stuff up 
to them • lastly, he took up the boy and bringing him forth of the 
pit, carried him to their dwelling-place, where they dressed 
his wounds. He grew up with them, but acquainted them 
not wath his affair; and indeed, when they questioned him, he 
knew' not what he should say, because they let him down into 
the pit when he was a little one. The hunters marvelled at his 
speech and loved him with exceeding love and one of them took 
him to son and abode rearing him by his side and training him 
in himting and horse-riding, till he reached the age of twelve 
and became a brave, going forth with the folk to the chase 
and to the cutting of the way. Now' it chanced one day that 
they sallied forth to stop the road and fell in with a caravan 
during the night: but its stout fellows were on their guard; 
so they joined battle with the robbers and overcame them and 
slew' them and the boy fell wounded and tarried cast dowm in 
that place till the inoiTow, when he opened his eyes and finding 
his comrades slain, lifted himself up and arose to walk'the 
road. Presently, there met him a man. a treasure-seeker, and 
asked him, “^Yhlther away, O lad? ” So he told him what bad 
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l>cUilc(l Inni and the otliei ;.n 5 d, “Be of Kood heart, for tint the 
tide of thy Road fortune is come and Allah biiiiRcth thee joy 
and Rladncps. I am one who am tn quest of a hidden treasure, 
wherein is a mighty midJe of ueilth. So come with me that 
thou mayst help me, and I will pn’c thee monies with v.hich 
thou Shalt pnnide tin self all thy life long.” Then he carried 
the 3outh to his duelhriR and dressed his uotinds, and he tarried 
with him <^omc days till he v.as rested; when the trcasurc-seckcr 
took him and two beasts and all that ho needed, and thej' fared 
on till they came to a towerin" highland. Here the man brought 
out a book' and reading therein, dug in the crest of the mountain 
fne cubits deep, uheionpon there appeared to him a stone. He 
pulled It up and behold it w.as a tr.ip-door co\cnng the mouth 
of a pit. So he wailed till the foul .air* w.as come forth from 
the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the l.ad’s 
middle and let him dov.n bucket-v.no to the bottom, and with 
him a lighted w.i\«n taper. The boy looked and beheld, .at 
the upper end of the pit, wealth alnindant ; so the treasure- 
seeker let down a rope and a basket and the boy fell to filling and 
the m.m to drawing up, till the fellow had got his sufficiency, 
when he loided his beasts and cc.a<=cd worlong, whilst the boy 
looked for him to let down the rope and draw him up; but he 
lolled a great stone to the mouth of tlie pit and went liis w.ays. 
Wlicn tlic bo\’ siw what the tre.asure-seclccr had done with him, 
he n lied upon .Mlnh (catolled and ca.alted be He!) and abode 
pcrplo\cd concirning lus case and said, “How bitter be this 
de.uh ? ’’ for indeed the world w.as d.arkencd on him and the pit 
w.as blinded to him. So he fell a-wceping and s.ajdng, “ I escaped 
the lion and the robbers and now is my death to bo in this pit, 
where 1 sh.all die by slow degrees." And he .abode pcrple\cd .and 
looked for nothing hut death. But as ho stood pondering, be¬ 
hold, he he.ard a sound of water rushing with a thunderous noise; 
so lie arose and walked in the pit, following the sound, till he 
c.amc to a coiner .and he.ird the mighty coursing of water. Then 
he 1 lid his e,vr to the sound of the curiont .and he.aring it rushing 
in great strength, s.aid to himself, “ This is the flowing of a 
mighty w.ilcrcoursc and needs must I depart life in this pl.acc, be 
it to-d.iy or in-morrow; so 1 will throw myself into the stream 
and not die a slow death'in (Ins pit.” Thereupon he c.illcd up his 
courage .and gathering up his skirts, cast himself into the water. 


tAi.i1) "N'.if.T." hi -bo-ath Ar.ab'- Ihiii;; in a hand of c.wciiisknow ' 
hj c'pcncncc ihe d.anpor of asjih)nation in such places 
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and it bore him along mth force exceeding and carrying him 
under the earth, stayed not till it brought him out into a deep 
Wady, adown which ran a great river, that welled up from under 
the ground. When he found himself on the face of earth, he 
abode dazed and a-swoon all that day; after which he came to himself 
and rising, fared on along that valley ; and he ceased not his way- 
fare, praising Almighty Allah the while, till he came to an inhabited 
land and a great Milage in the icign of the king his sire. So he 
entered and foregathered with the villagers, who questioned him 
of his case; whereupon he told them his tale, and they admired 
how Allah had delivered him from all those dangers. Then he 
took up his abode with them and they loved him much. On this 
wise happened it to him; but as regards the king, his father, 
when, he went to the pit, as was his wont, and called the nurse, 
she returned him no answer, whereat his breast was straitened 
and he let down a man who found the woman dead and the 
boy gone, and acquainted therewith the king, who when he 
heard this, buffeted his head and nept with sore weeping and 


descended into the midst of the pit that he might see how the 
case stood. There he espied the nurse slam and the lion dead, 
but beheld not the boy; so he returned and acquainted the 
astrologers with the soothfastness of their sajdng, and they 
rephed, “ 0 Ivmg, the lion hath eaten him; destiny hath been 
wroughten upon him and thou art delivered from his hand; 
for, had he been saved from the lion, we indeed, by Allah, had 


feared for thee from him, because the king's destruction would 
have been at his hand.” So the king ceased to sorrow for 
this and the dajs passed by and the affair was forgotten. 
Jleanwhile the boy grew up and abode vith the people of the 
village, and when Allah willed the accomplishing of His com¬ 
mandment, which no endeavour availeth to avert, he went forth 
mth a party of the villagers to cut the way. The folk complained 
to lung Ibrahim his father, who sallied out vath a company of 
his men and surrounded the highwaymien Now that boy was 
inth them, and he drew forth an arrow and launched it at 
t em, and it smote the king and wounded him in a mortal 
p ace. So they earned him to his palace, after they had laid 
an s upon the youth and his comrades and brought them 
before the sovran, sajung, “What biddest us to do with 
them. Quoth he, “ I am presently in trouble for myself, so 
rm,, me t e astrologers. ’ Accordingly, they, brought them 
before him and he said to them, “Ye said to nfe, Thy death/ 
' ^ e y s ajing at the hand of thy son; how, then, befalleth 
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it that I havo {;ot my rtoalh-hurt h\' ycimlcr thic\rs?" The 
a^tix)lri;,'crs died nml said to him, “O hii)?. ’tis j)ot beyond 
the lore of the stars, to^cthn with tlie doom of Ailnli. tliat lie wJio 
hath smitten tiiee should be thy son." When King ibrnhiin heard 
this, he bade fetch the thieves and said to them, " Tell me truly, 
which of you shot the shaft that wounded me.” Said they, 
’’ 'Twas this jouth that is with us." Whereupon the king fell to 
consideiing him and said, "O youth, acquaint me with thy c.isc 
and tell mo who was thy father and thou shalt ha\c assurance of 
safety from .Mlah.’’ The youth replied, “O my lord, 1 know no 
father; as for me, my father lodged me in a pit. with a nurse to 
rear me, and one day, there fell in upon iis a lion, es’hich t.are my 
shoulder, then hft me and occupied himself with the nuree and 
rent her in pieces; and Allah vouchsafed mo one who brought me 
forth the pit." Then he lelatcd to him all tbit had befallen him, 
firs! and last; which, when King Ibrahim heard, he cried out and 
said, “ Iiy .Ml'ili, this is my son!" presently adding, "Bare thy 
shoulder." So he uncovered it, and behold, it was scarred. Then 
the Icing' .assembled hi.s lords and Iicgcs and the asfrologcr.s and 
said to them, " Know' that what Allah hath writ upon the fore* 
head, be it f.iir fortune or mi'-fnrlunc, none may cflacc, and all 
tb.at is decreed to a man must perforce befall him. Indeed, this 
my c.arc-t.aking .and mycndcaaour profited me n.aught, for what 
weird Allah decreed for my ton, be hath dreed and wli.atso He 
decried to me I have endured. Kexoitheless, I praise Allah and 
Ih.ank Him because tliis was at my son’s hand, and not at the 
hand of another, and Aliiaiiidolillah—laud to the Lord—for that 
the kingship is come to rny son 1 " And ho stiained the youth to 
his bosom and embraced him and kissed him, s.aying, " 0 my son, 
this matter was after such fashion, and of my w.itehfulness over 
thee from Fate, I lodged thee ui that pit; but c.aretaking availed 
not." Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his 
son's head and cuiused the lieges and the people do homage to him 
.and commended the .sulijccts to his care and enjoined to him 
justice and equity. .<\nd he farcwcllcd him that night and died 
and his son reigned in his ste.id.* " On like wise, O king,” {con¬ 
tinued the young ticasurer,) “’tis wath thee. If Allah h.avc 
wntten aught on my foreIic.ad, needs must it bcf.dl me and my 
speech to the king shall not avail me, no, nor my illustrating 
it to him with instances, ag.ainst the doom of Alkali. And so it 
is with these Wa/irs, fur all their eagerness and endeavour for my 


I TIuj simple tale is told wilh much palhu^. not of words but of sense 
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destruction, this shall not profit them; because, if Allah determine 
to save me, He will give me the nctory over them.” _ Wiien tiio 
king heard these words he became pciplexed and said, ‘‘Return 
him to the puson till the morrow, so we may look into his affair, 
for the day diaweth to an end and I mean to do him dead in 
foulest sort, and to-morrow we will visit him with that which he 
menteth.” 


ClIjc (Jcntl) Day. 

OF THE APPOINTED TERM,^ WHICH, IF IT BE 
ADVANCED, MAY NOT BE DEFERRED, AND 
IF IT BE DEFERRED, WAY NOT BE 
ADVANCED. 

When it was the tenth day (norv this day was called Al-Mihrjan^ 
and it was the day of the coming in of the folk, gentle and simple, 
to the king, so they might give him joy and salute him and go 
forth), the council of the Wazirs agreed that they should speak 
with a company of the city notables. So they said to them, 
“When ye go in to-day to the king and salute him, do ye say to 
him:—0 king, (to the Lord be the laud!) thou art praiseworthy of 
policy and procedure and just to all thy subjects; but respecting 
this youth whom thou hast favoured, and who nevertheless hath 
reverted to his base origin and done this foul deed, what is thy 
purpose in his continuance ^ Indeed, thon hast prisoned him in 
thy palace, and every day thou hearest his palaver and thou 
knowest not what the folk say.” And they answered, “ Hearing 
is obeying.” Accordingly, when they entered ndth the folk and 
had prostrated themselves before the king and congratulated 
Ins majesty, he raised their several degrees. Now it was the 
custom of the foUc to salute and go forth; but they took seat, and 
the king knew that they had a word they would fain address tc 


1 Arab "Aial'’--the appointed day of death; also used for sudden 
death See vol \ mght viii 

2 1 c, the Autumnal Equinox, one of the two great fesli\ al days (the othci 
being the New Year) of the Persians, and surviving in our Michaelmas 
According to Al-Mas udi (diap xm), itwas established to commcmoiatc the 
capture of Zahhak (Azhi-DahSka), the biting snake (the Hindu Ahi) of nigbl 
and darkness, the Greek Astyages. by Furaydun or Fendun Prof Sayce 
(P inciples of ComparaUv e Philology, p ti) connects the latter with the Vedu 

harneaed the Sun-horse (Rig v i 163, a, 3), the rntToyei'cti 
mu® die Paun-goddess, and Burnouf proved the same 

Enlvasn lul Alhvvja,ofthe Avesta, who finally becami 

Furaydun, the Greek Kyrus, See vol. jii night ecchh ^ 
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him: so he tvimcd to them (tiic W.»7irs l>eing nlso present) and 
'-aid, Ask jour need." Therefore they ji.pe-ited to him all that 
l!je Mmistirs had ta«';hl them .md the W'a/ir.s aKo sjjoke with 
tliem ; and .Xr.ullakht said to them, “Ofoik, 1 would have it 
known tu you that there is no doubt with me concerning this 
your sp. cch proLeeviing from !o\e and loja] counsel to me, .uul yc 
ken that, weie I inclined to kill half thc<e folk, I touid do them 
the .and this would nut Iw liarJ to me; so liow shall 1 not shy 
this youth and he m my power and in the htnding of my hand? 
Indeed, his enuu is manifest and he hath incurred death penalty; 
and ! ha%e deferred it <i:ily by reason of the greatness of the 
efience; for, an 1 do this with him and mj’ proof against him 
be stieiigtliened, my he,irt is bc.aled and the heart of my whole 
folk; ami if 1 slaj’ him not to daj-, his shying shall imt escape 
me to-iiuirrow.” Then he bade fetch the jouth who, wlicii 
present between his hamh, pro-.trated to him and blciscd him; 
avhereupon quoth the king, “Woe to thee! Ilow'long shall the 
folk upbraid me on thine account and blame me for del.ij-mg 
thy death? Even the people of inj city u.proach me because 
of line, so tint 1 am grown a prating-stock .amoiutsl them, and 
indeed tiny come in to me and reproach me for not putting 
thee to df-ith. flow long sh dl I del.ay this? Vcnlj’, this \ery 
daj’ I mean to shed thy blocnl and rid the folk of thy pr.itlling,” 
The youth replied, "O King, an there ha\c betided thee talk 
because of me, by Allah, and ag.ain by Allah the great, those 
who have brought on thee this talk from the folk are none but 
these wicked AV.wirs, who chatter with the crowd and tell 
them foul t.alcs and ill things of tlie king’s liouse; but I hope in 
the Mo'-l High that lie will c.aiise their malice to recoil upon 
theii own he.ads. As for the king’s menace of slajdng me, 
I .tin in the grip of his hand; so let not the king occupy his 
mind with my slaughter, bcc.uise I am like the sp.arrow’ in the 
gra-sj! of the fowler; if he will, he ciitieth his thro it, and if he 
will, he ktleth him go. As for the delajmig of my de.ath, ’tis not 
from the king, but fiom Him in whose hand is my life; for, by 
Allah, O king, an the Almighty willed my slaughter, thou couldst 
not postpone it; no, not for a single houi. And, indeed, man 
avnilcth not to fend off cnl from himself, even as it wms with the 
son of King Sulayman Shah, whose anxiety and carefulness for 
the vnnning of his wish in the matter of the new-born child 
.availed him naught, for his last hour was deferred how many 
a lime! and Allah s.aved him until he had accomplished his 
peiiod and had fulfilled his life-term." Cned the king, “Fic 
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upon thee, how great is thy craft and thy talk! _ Tell me what 
was their tale.” And the youth said, “ Hear, 0 king, 

THE STORY OF KING SULAYMAN SHAH AND 
HIS NIECEP" 

There was once a king named Sulayman Shah, who was goodly 
of policy and rede, and he had a brother who died and left 
a daughter ; so Sulayman Shah reared her with the best of 
rearing and the girl became a model of reason and perfection, nor 
was there in her time a more beautiful than she, ^ How the king 
had two sons, one of whom he had appointed in his mind to wed 
her, while the other purposed to take her. The elder son's name 
was Bahluwin= and that of the younger Malik Shah,’’ and the 
girl was called Shah Khatdn. Now one day, King Sulayman 
Shah went in to his brother’s daughter and kissing her head, said 
to her, “ Thou art my daughter and dearer to me than a child, for 
the love of thy late father who hath found mercy; wherefore I 
purpose espousing thee to one of my sons and appointing him my 
heir apparent, so he may be king aftei me. Look', then, which 
thou wdt have of my sons,^ for that thou hast been reared with 
them and knowest them,” The maiden arose and kissing his 
hand, said to him, “ 0 my lord, I am thine hand-maid and thou 
art the ruler over me, so ivh.rtever liireth thee do that same, 
inasmuch as thy wish is higher and hoiiourabler and holier than 
mine and if thou wouldst have me serve thee as a hand-maid for 
the rest of my life, 'twere fairer to me than any mate.” The 
king commended her speech and conferred on her a robe of 
honour and gave her magnificent gifts, after which, his choice 
having fallen upon his younger son, Malik Shah, he wedded her 
with him and made him his heir apparent and bade the folk swear 
fealty to him. When this reached his brother Bahluwan and he 
was ware that his younger brother had by favour been preferred 
over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was sore to him 
and envy entered mto him and hate; but he hid this in his heart, 
whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the dominion. 


^ Chavis and Cazoue, " Story of Selimansha and his Family ” 
jT j Pabluwati (from Pahlau) a brave, a warnor, an athlete, 
applied in India to a champion in any gymnastic evercise. especialh in 
wrestling The Frenchman calls him "Balavan”, and the Bresl text 
in more than one place (p 312) calls him •• BahwSn ” 

King^IOngang (Persian) we find also Sultan Malik Shah== 

4 Arab "Aulad-l," a vulgarism, plural for dual. 
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Meanwhile Shah Khatun went in hriclat ‘Splendour to the kind’s 
son and conceived by him and hare a son, as he were the illuming 
moon. When B.ihlinvan viw (his betide his brother, envy and 
jealousy overcame him; so he went in one night to his father's 
palace and coming to his brother's chamber, saw the nurse 
sleeping at the door, with tlie cradle before her and therein his 
brother's child asleeji. Bahluwan stood by him and fell to 
looking upon his fare, whose radiance was as that of the moon, 
and Satan insinuated himself into his heart, so that he bethought 
himself and said, ‘'Why be not this babe mine? Venly, ] am 
worthier of him than my brother; yea, and of (he damsel 
and the dominion." Then (he idea got the mastery of him 
and anger dra\c him, so that he took out a knife and setting 
it to the child's gullet, cut his throat and would have severed his 
wmdpijie. So he left him for de.ad and entering his brother's 
cli.trnbcr, saw him asleep, with the Princess by his side, and 
thought to shy hei, but said to himself, “ I will leave the girl- 
w’ifc for myself." Then he went up to hts brother and cutting his 
throat, parted head from body, after which he left him and went 
aw.iy. But now the world w.as straitened upon him and his life 
w.as a light matter to him and he sought the lodging of his .sire 
Sulayman Shah, that he might sl.iy him also, but could not get 
admission to him. So he went forth from the palace .md hid 
himself in the city till the morrow, when he repaired to one of his 
father's fortalices and therein fortified himself. On this m'sc it 
was with him; but as regards the nurse, she prc-sently awoke 
that she might give the child suck, and seeing the cradle running 
wath blood, cried out; whereupon the sleepers started up and the 
king was amused and making for the place, found the child with 
his throat cut and the bed running over with blood and his father 
dead with a slit wins md in his sleeping chamber. They examined 
the child .and found life in him and his windpipe whole and they 
sewed up the pl.ice of the wound: then the king sought his son 
B.ahluwaii, but found him not and s.aw that he had fled; so he 
knew that it was he who had done this deed, and this was giicvous 
to the king and to the people of his jc.iirn and to the lady Shah 
Khatun. Thereupon the king laid out his son Malik Shah and 
buried him and made him a mighty funeral and they mourned 
with p:issing sore mourning; after which he applied himself to 
rearing the inf.mt. As for B.vhluwan, when he fled and fortified 
himself, his power waxed amain and there remained for him but 
to make war upon his father, who h.ul cast liis fondness upon the 
child and used to tear him on his knees and supplicate Almighty 
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Allah that he might live, so he might commit the command to 
him. When he came to five years of age, the Icing mounted him 
on horseback and the people of the city rejoiced in him and 
prayed for him length of life, that he might take vengeance for 
his father^ and heal his grandsire’s heart. IMeanwhile, Bahhnvan 
the rebeF addiessed himself to pay court to Cresar, king of the 
Roum'’ and crave aid of him in debellmg his father, and he 
inclined unto him and gave him a numerous army. His sire the 
king hearing of this sent to Cmsar, saying, “ O glorious Icing of 
might illustnous, succour not an e\nl doer. This is my son and 
he hath done so and so and cut his brother’s throat and that of 
liis brother’s son in the cradle.” But he told not the long of the 
Roum that the child had recovered and ivas alive. When Caesar 
heard the truth of the matter, it was giievous to him as grievous 
could be, and he sent bade to Sulayman Sliah, saying, “ An it be 
thy msh, O king, I ivill cut off his head and send it to thee." 
But he made answer, saying, “ I care naught for him: soon and 
surely the reward of his deed and Ins crimes shall o\ ertake him, 
if not to-day, then to-morrow.” And from that date he continued 
to exchange letters and presents with Cmsar. Now’ the Idng 
of the Roum heard tell of the widowed Princess* and of the 
beauty and lovehness wherewith she ivas endowed, wherefore 
his heart clave to her and he sent to seek her in ivedlock 
of Sulayman Shah, who could not refuse him. So he arose 
and going into Shah Khatun, said to her, “ 0 my daughter, 
the king of the Roum hath sent to me to seek tliee in marriage. 
What sayest thou ?" She wept and replied, “ O king, how canst 
thou find it in thy heart to address me thus ? As for me, abideth 
there husband for me, after the son of my uncle ? ” Rejoined the 
king, “ 0 my daughter, ’tis indeed as thou sayest; but here let 


I Mr Pa)-ne translates, " so he might take his father's leavings," f e , 
lentage, reading " Asar," which I hold to be a clerical error for SAr = 
Vendetta, blood revenge (Bresl Edit n 310) 

.1,“ !' ” Ih® P°P for one who refuses to obey a constituted 

authonty and syn with Pers •*YagUi ” •• Ant 'Asi ?" •• Wilt thou not jieW 

thjselt? says a poUceman to a refractoiy Fellah. 

I "Ahf Lam Mim, the Greeks 
Rodwell cunously remarks that "the 
“^ffeated' not being ongmally written, would make the 
according as the rerb received an active or 
p^bwe sense in pronunciation." But m discoienng this mare's nest, a rant 
” lite Alo te Aeacida, etc . he forgits that all the Prophet’s 

rifi some 5,ooo» i^ould pronounce it onlj in one way 

and that no man could mistake ** ghalabat *' (active) for ** ghuhbat ” (passu e) 

= damsel, slave-girl, for the 
politer Sabij .ah = j oung ladj. being written m a rude and uncourtly style. 
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us look to Iho of afikiih. I nuisl now take coinpt of death, 

for that I am a man shot iki ycais and fear not save for thee and 
for thy little son; and indeed I have written to the king of the Roum 
and others of the 1 ings and K-iid, IHs uncle slew him, and said not 
tint he liath recowred and is living, but concealed his affair. 
Nov the King of tlu Roum hath sent to dem.md thee in marriage, 
and tins is no thing to be I'efuscd and f.iin would a\e have oui 
back strengthened with him And she a\.is silent and spake 
not. So ising Sulivman Shah made nn-wvr to Ca's.ar with 
“lleanng and ob.wing.” Then he .irose .uid desp itched her 
to him, and ('.i s.ir went in to her and found hei pishing the 
description wheiewith tliey had discnbeil hei ; wliciefore he 
loved her carry da_\ imaie and more and pieforred iier over all ins 
w.nnen and Ins arteition foi Sukiyman Sh.ih w.\s incie.ascd; but 
Shah Ivh itiin’s he.'it std! clave to her child and she could s.n 
n.night. As for SukiMu.an Shah's ssin, the rebel R.ihluwan. 
when he raw tli.at Shah Rhatiin h.id ni.iint-d the king of the 
Rmim, this was grievous to him and he de.>p.iircd of her. Me.in- 
whilc. hi', f.atlnr Sukayman Shah w.itched iner the cliiid mid 
chcrisheil him and iiau’ed him Malik Shall, after the naim of his 
sire. When he ii'.iclud the .'•ge of ten, lie m.ide the folk do 
homage to him and appointed him his hcii .appiunt, niul after 
some dajs, the old k’lng'r tune for iiuiiig the debt of natuie diew 
nuar .md be died. Now a jirirta of the troops had Ixuided them¬ 
selves togfther foi It.ihluw.in ; sotluysdit to him, .and bringing 
him piivily, went in to the little Mahk Sii.aii and sewed Iiim and 
sealed his uncle llahluv. ,ui on tlic throne of Idngship. Then 
they proclaimed him king and did homage to him all, s.iymg, 
'*Veiih, we dt:ire thee and deliver to thee the throne of 
kingship; but we wish of thee that thou slay not tliy hiother’s 
sou, bee.ausc we .are still bouiidcii by the oaths we sware to his 
sire .an 1 his gT.anclsire and the coaciiantawe m.ade with them.” 
So I’lhluw.in granted tins to them and imprisoned the boy m 
.in imdergronnd dungeon and stiaitencd him Piescntly, the 
grieaous news re.iclied liis motiier, .tnd thii was to lier a fre..h 
grief; but she could not spe.ik and committed her .ifl.air to Alkili 
Almighty, for th it she durst not name this to King Cresar lier 
spouse, lest she slmuld make her uncle King Sukayman Sh.ih 
a lim. Rut as legauis Ilahluw.m the Rebel, he abode king in his 
‘ f.itber's place and liis affairs piospcred, while young Malik Sh.ih 
la\ in the soutcrr.iiii four full-told yo.irs, till his f.ivour faded and 

I .So our f.iinili.ar plir.v.e “ Some one lo b.ac!, us " 
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his charms changed. When He (extolled and exalted be He') 
willed to relieve him and to bung him foith of the prison, 
Bahluwan sat one day with his chief OlTiceis and the Lords of 
his land and discoursed with them of the story of his sire, King 
Siilayman Shah and what was in his heart. How there were 
present ceilain Wazirs, men of worth, and they said to him, 
“ 0 king, vciily Allah hath been bountiful to thee and hath 
brought thee to thy wish, so that thou art become king in thy 
father’s place and hast won whatso thou wishedst. Hut, as for this 
youth, there is no guilt in him, because he, from the day of his 
coming into the world, hath seen neither case nor pleasure, and 
indeed his fa^our is faded and his charms changed. What is his 
crime that he should merit such pains and penalties? Indeed, 
others than he W'ere to blame, and hereto Allah hath gi\ en thee 
the wetory over them, and there is no fault in this poor lad.” 
Quoth Bahluwan, “Verily, ’tis as ic sa> , but I fear his 
machinations and am not safe from his mischief, haply the most 
part of the folk will incline unto him.” They lephcd, “0 
king, what is this boj and what power hath he ? An thou fear 
Iiiin, send him to one of the frontiers. ‘ And Bahluwan said, 
“Ye speak sooth, so we will send him as captain of war to 
reduce one of the outlying stations.” How over against the 
place in question was a host of enemies, hard of heart, and in 
this he designed the slaughter of the youth . so he bade bring 
him forth of the underground dungeon and caused him draw 
near to him and. saw his case Then he robed bim, whereat 
the folk rejoiced, and bound for him the banuersi and, giving 
him a mighty inanj', despatched him to the quarter aforesaid, 
W'hither all who went oi were slain or were taken. Accordingly 
Malilc Shah fared thither w'lth his foice, and when it was one 
of the days, behold, the enemy attacked them in the night; 
whereupon some of his men fled and the lest the eneni)' captured; 
and they seized klalik Shah also and cast him into a pit with a 
company of his men His fellows monrnod over his beauty 
and loveliness, and there he abode a whole twelvemonth in 
evilest plight. How* at the beginning of every 3 ’ear it w'as 
the enemy s wont to bang forth their pnscaers and cast them 
dowm from the top of the citadel to the bottom; so at the 
customed time they brought them forth and cast them down, 
and klalik Shah with them. However, he fell upon the other 


I Arab "’AUada labu plur of r.tVat, a banner See \ol iii night 
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intn nnd Ibe firound touched him not, for In*; tcini was God- 
guarded. But those ^^ho were cast down there were slam 
upon the .spot and their hodic.s ceased not to He there till the 
wild beasts .ate them .and the winds scattered their bones, ^^ahk■ 
Shah abodt' slrown in his place and aswoon. all that d.ay and that 
night, and when he revised and found himself s.afe and sound, he 
thanked Allah the Most High for his s.afcty, and rising left the 
pl.icc. He gave not over walking, unlcnowing whither he went 
.uul dieting upon the Ic.ives of the trees; and by d.ay he hid him¬ 
self where he might and f.ired on at hazard all his night; and 
thus he did for some d.aas, till he came to a populous part 
and seeing folk there, accosted them. He acqu.aintcd them 
with his case, giMug them to know that lie had been prisoned 
in the forlre.-.s and that they had thrown him down, but 
•Mmighty All.di had s,i\ed him and biought him off ali\c. The 
jicople had ruth on him and ga\e him to eat .and drink and he 
.abode with them sever.al d.ays; then he questioned them of the 
way that led to the kingdom of his uncle Bahluwan, but told 
tliem not that he was Ins father’s biother. So they showed him 
tlic road and he cen-td not to go barefoot, till lie drew near his 
uncle’s e,apit.il, naked, anhungered, and indeed hi.s limbs were 
lean and hts coloiii ch.mged He sat down at the citj gate, 
wluii behold, up i-ime a comp my of King Bahinwan’s chief 
officers, who were out .a-huntmg and wished to water their 
hor.scs. They lighted down to rest and the j’outh accosted them, 
sajing, “1 would ask you of somewhat that ye may .acquaint me 
therewith.” <}iiatli they, “Ask what thou wilt and quoth he, 
“Is King Bahluwan well?” They dciided him and replied, 
“Wh.it a fovd art thou, O youth! Thou ait a stninger and 
a beggar, and achenre art thou that thou .should'st question 
concerning the king’?” Cntd he, “In aery' sooth, he is my 
uncle"; where it they niarcf’.led and .said, “’Twas one catch- 
question’ and now ’tis become two.” Then said they to him, 
“O youth, it i-s ns if tliou wert Jiiin-mad. Whence comest thou 
to claim kinship with the king? Indeed, we Know not th.at he 
h.ilh any kith and kin save a nephew, .i brother’s son, who was 
prisoned with him, and he ilcspalched him to wage w-ar upon the 
infidels, .so that they slew him." S.iid Malik hhah, “ I am he and 
they slew me not, but there befell me this and th.it.” They 


1 ir hat concern hast thoti v ilh the hint's health ’" The question 
n nffcn^^ixcly put 

2 Arab •• Ma'-uilab.’* a question, bcio an cni^una 
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knew him foithwith and rising to him, kissed his hands and 
rejoiced in hinr and said to him, “ O our lord, thou art indeed 
a king and the son of a king, and we desire thee naught 
but good and we pray for thy continuance. Look how Allah 
hath rescued thee from this wicked uncle, who sent thee to 
a place whence none eier came off safe and sound, purposing 
not in this hut thy desti uction, and indeed thou fellest upon 
death from which Allah delivered tliee. How, then, wilt thou 
return and cast thyself again into thine foeman’s hand ? By 
Allah, save thyself and return not to him this second time. 
Haply thou shalt abide upon the face of the earth till it please 
Almighty Allah to reccue thee, hut, an thou fall again into 
his hand, he will not suffei thee to live a single hour." The 
Piince thanked them and said to them, “ .'Vllah reward you 


with all we.al, for indeed ye gi\e me loyal counsel; hut whither 
would ye have me wend Quoth they, “ To the land of the 
Roum, the abiding-place of tin mother.” “ But,” quoth he, “ my 
grandfather, Sulayman Shah, when the king of the Roum wrote 
to him demanding nn inothei in maiiiage, hid niy affair and 
secieted myseciet, and she hath done the same, and 1 cannot 
make Itei a Inr ' Rejoined they, “ Thou sayest sooth, hut we 
desue thine adiantage, and even wert thou to take sen ice with 
the folk, twere a means of thy continuance." Then each and 


el cry of them brought out to him money and gai e him a modicum 
and clad linn and fed him and fared on ivith him the length of a 
parasang, till they brought him far from the city, and letting him 
know that he was safe, departed from him, whilst he j'oumeyed 
till he came forth of his uncle’s reign and entered the dominion of 
the Roum. Then he made a lillage and taking up his abode 
therein, applied himself to serxing one theie in eanng and seeding 
and the like As for his inothei, Shah Khatun, great was her 
longing for her child and she thought of him ever and news of 
him was cut off from hei, so her life was troubled and she fore- 
mi are sleep and could not make mention of him before King 
Caesar her spouse. Row' she had a Castrato who had come 
wat 1 her from the court of her uncle King Sulayman Shah, and 
he was intelligent, quick-watted, right-reded. So she took him 
apart one day and said to him, shedding tears the while, “ Thou 
hast been my Eunuch from my childhood to this day; canst 
ou not t ere ore get me tidings of my son, seeing that I cannot 

^ J'ephed, » O my lady, this is an affair 

which thou hast concealed from the commencement, and were 
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thy son hero, ’twouhl not he pobsilile for thee to entertain him, 
iestMhinc honom Iw .‘.’nirched with tltc fir the\ would 

ne\er credit tliee, since the news hath been bunted abroad that 
t!i\ son was slain bv hi^ nnJe." Onoth ■'he, “The rase is even 
ns thou sryeet and thou sptal.est sooth; but, proMtled I know 
th it my son rs alive, let him be in these parts pabturing sheep 
and let me not sight him nor he sight me.” lie asked, “ How 
shall we man igo in this matter ? " and she answered, “ Here be 
my tuasuics and mj’ wealth: tale all thou wilt and bring 
me my son or else tumigs of hi n." Then they deaised a derice 
b..tween them, which was that they should feign some busmens 
in their own country, to wit that she hul wealth there buiied 
ftom the time of het husband, Malik Slnh, and that none 
knew of it but this launich who was with her, so it b'-hoved 
hill’ to go fetch it. Accordingly she acepninted the king her 
huslnnd with that and sought his permit for the Hunuci’ to 
fare: and the king grantid him leave of absence for the journey 
and ch'itged him desi-'U a de\ice, lest he come to grief. The 
Casliato, Ihereieie, disgui-ed himself m merclnnfs habit and 
repaiting to JJ ilihiwan's city, be'gan to make espial concornmg 
the youth's c.tsc, whereupon they told him that he li.ad been 
f'lisontfl in a soute’xiain and that Ins uncle bad released him and 
drspa'c-hed him to such .a place, where they li.ul slain him. When 
the Eunuch heard tliis, the mulnp was grievoii.s to him and Ins 
brc.ist was stndleiied and lie know not what to do. It chanced 
one day of the d.ays tli it .i certain of the liorsenien, who had fallen 
in with tiie young M.dik Shah by the water and clad iiim and 
given him spondiiig-iiioniy, saw the Eiiiuieh m the city, habited 
as a nicclnul, and recognieuig him, questioned him of his case 
and of the cause of his tommg. f}nolh he, “ I came to sell mcr- 
chmdise"; and ciiioth the horsein.ui, “ I will tell thee somewhat, 
an thou c.nist k,.ep it scciel " .\ns\vered the Neutial, “ That 1 
can ! What is it ? ' and the other said, “ W e met the King’s son 
.Malik Shih, I and sundry of the Arabs who were with mo, and 
saw him by such a water and gave him siH’nding.money and sent 
him towards the land of the Koum, near lus motlier, for that we 
feared for him lest his uncle Bahluwan slay him." Then he told 
him ail that had passed between them, whereat the Eunuch’s 
countenance changed and he said to the cavalier, “Thou ait 
safe!" The knight icphed, “Thou also art safe though thou come 


I Aral) ■•I.iilU" (<c. li. an. In) test, but jiniUecl here nrcl el ewhero 
wilh tl’c j.i as if !l were *'ln)1.in.’ for a sinslc nujlit 
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in quest of him.” And the Eunuch rejoined, saying, “Truly, 
that IS my errand there is no rest foi his mother lying down or 
using up, and she hath rent me to seek news of him.” Quoth 
the cavalier, “ Go in safety, for he is in a quarter of the land of 
the Roum, even as I said to thee ” The Castrato thanked him 
and blessed him and mounting, returned upon his road, following 
the trail, wliilst the knight rode with him to a certain highway, 
when he said to him, “ This is where we left him.” Then he 
took leave of him and rctuiiied to his ow n city, whilst the Eunuch 
fared on along the road, enquiring in every village he entered of 
the youth, by the dcsciiption which the rider had given him, 
and he ceased not thus to do till he came to the village wherein 
was young itlalik Shah. So he enteied, and dismounting, made 
enquiry after the Prince, but none ga\ e him news of him; 
whereat he abode perplexed concerning his affair and made 
ready to depart. Accordingly he mounted his horse, but, as 
he passed through the village, he saw a cow bound with a rope 
and a youth asleep by her side, bending the halter in hand; so he 
looked at him and passed on and heeded him not in his he.art; 
but presently he halted and said to himself, “ An the youth whom 
I am questing have become the like of this sleeping youth whom I 
passed but now, how shall I know him ? Alas, the length of my 
travail and travel' How shall I go about in search of a somebody 
I know not, one whom, if I saw him face to face I should not 
vnou 5 So saying he turned back, musing anent that sleeping 
youth, and coming to him, he still sleeping, dismounted from his 
mare and sat down by his side. He fixed ins eyes upon his face 
and considered him awhile and said m himself, “ For aught I wot, • 
t us i outh may be hlalik Shah ”, then he began hemming and 
saying, Harkye, O youth ' ” Wheieupon the sleeper awoke and 
sat up, and the Eunuch asked him, “Who be thy father in this 
village and where be thy dwelling?” The youth sighed and 
rephed, ‘I am a stranger”; and quoth the Castrato, “ From what 
land art thou and who is thy sire? ” Quoth the other, “ I am 
ina ^ Eunuch ceased not to question him 

him ® quenes, till he was certified of him and knew 

his rncp ^ embraced him and kissed him and xvept over 
of him nnH Wandering about in search 

wit hat r ^ mother iould be satisfied to 

he re-entereitr ' 7 ' she saw him not Then 

him and th ^ ^ j buying the Prince a hoi se, mounted 

they ceased not going till they came to the frontier of 
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ti><.i’r own rounti\, where there fell robbers nptin them by the 
way and to >!: all that was with them and pimoued them; after 
whirh till.} thu'W' them into a pit luid by the road and went 
tliLir ways and left them to die there, and indeed they had cas' 
many folk into tlrat ])a and they had jicdshed. The Eunuch fell a 
%.-ccpmg: in th, pit and the jouib sud to him, "What is this 
weepme; and what shrdl it p.ofit here? ’’ Oimth the Castrate, " I 
weep not f tr fear of de.ith, but of ruth foi thee, and the cuiscdncss 
of thj ease and because of thy motln’r's heart and for that which 
than hi‘t snfiere 1 of Jionois and tint thy death should be this 
leinbb' rlenh, after the nidurancc of all manner dire distresses." 
Hut til'' youth snd, “Tint which hath belided me was writ to 
me and lint which is w'ritten none hath jnwer to efTacc; and if 
my lif'-term be advanc-\l, none may defer it.’" Then the twain 
passed that ni"ht and the follow in" d 13-and the nc\t night and 
the n;\t day in the holknv, till they were weak with hunger 
.and came mgh iijW'i dc ith and could but groan fceblj'. Now it 
fortuned Iw ttio dectec of .MmighU" .\i!ah .uid His destmy, that 
Ca.5.ir, king of the Greeks, the ipnii.sc of Malik Shah's mother 
Shah Kh ituii, went fuitli .idiuntnig that morning, lie flushed a 
head of gaim , he .uid lua company, and chased it, till they came 
up with It by that pit, whereupon one of them lighted down from 
hi^ hot‘0, to si lughter it, h ud in* the mouth of the hollow. He 
heard a sound of loi.- iiioiiimg from the sole of the pit; wlicresat 
he arose and mounting Im. hoi sc, waited till the troops were 
.I'-sembled, Then he acquainted the lung witli this and ho hade 
one of his s’“rv.iiits d .sceiid into the hollow : so the man climbed 
down .uid brought out the j’oulh and the Eimucli in fainting 
condition. Tluy cut their pinion-bnnd.s .and poured wine down 
their throats, till they came to llicnisdves, when the king looked 
at th" Eunue.h and retogni'ing him, said, " H.arlcye, Such-an-one! ” 
'1 lie C.asti.iio K'plied, "Yes, O iin- loul the king," and prostrated 
himself to him , wheriMt the king wondered with exceeding wonder 
and ask'd him, “ Hove earnest thou to this pktce and wh.it hath 
Itefalieii thee?" The Eunuch answered, "I went and took out 
the tieasure and brought it thus far, but the evil e^o was behind 
me and I unknowuig. So the thieves took us alone here and 
sc-i/cd the money and cast ns into tins pit that we might die the 
.slow dwth of hiiiigtr, even as they iiad done with othcis; but 
Allah the Most High sent tlice, m pity to us." The king 
rnarv'clled. be and Ins, and pr.iised the Loul for that he had 

I r , if my death be bated to befall to-d.aj, none maj postpone it to a 
laltr dale 
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come thithci; after which he tu'iiecl to tlic Casliato and said 
to him, “ \\ hat is tins youth tlioii hast i\ith thee ? ” He replied, 
“O lung, this IS the son of a nurse wlio belonged to us, and 
ue left him when he was a little one. I saw him to-day and 
his mothei said tome, ‘Take him with thee’: so this mot mug 
I biought him that he might be a scivant to the king, for that 
he is an adroit youth and a clcvei. ’ Then the King faicd on, 
he and his company, and with them the iMimich and the joutli. 
who questioned his companion of Bahluwan and his dealing with 
his subjects, and he replied, saying, “As thy head Incth, 0 m\ 
loid the king, the folk aic in sore annoy with him and not one 
of them wishcth a sight of him, be Ihej' high or low.” When the 
king returned to his palace, he went in to his wife, Shah Khatuii, 
and said to hei, “ 1 gue thee the glad tidings of thine Hunuch's 
reluin”; and he told her what had bctided and of the youth 
whom he had brought with him. When she heatd this, her 
wits fled and she would h,i\e scicamed, but her icason lestiaincd 
her, and the King said to her, “ What is tins? Art thou ovei- 


come with grief foi the loss of the monies oi for that which hath 
befallen the Eunuch ? " S.ud she, “ Kay, as thy head hveth, O 
king' but women aie weaklings" Then came the Castrato and 
going in to hot, told hci .ill th.it had happened to him and also 
acquainted hci with her «on’s case and with that which he had 


suffeied of distresses and how Ins uncle had exjioscd him to 
slaughter, and he had been taken piisoner and they had cast him 
into the pit and huiled hi.ii from the highmost of the citadel 
aiivl how Allah had dehveied him fiom these perils, all-of them, 
.and whilst he recounted to her all this, she avept. Then she 
asked him, “ \\ hen the king saw him and questioned thee of him, 
what was it thou saidst hiiiH ” and he answered, “I said to 
him This IS the son of a nurse who belonged to us, W'c left 
him a little one and he grew up, so I biought him, that he might 
be sen .ant to the king.” Cued she, “Thou didst well”, .and 
she him to seive the Pinice with faithful service. As 

or e ung, he redoubled in kindness to the Castrato .ind 
.ippomte the youth a liberal allowance and he abode going 'in to 
and coming out of the kings house .and standing in his service, 
and every day he w^axed better with him. As for Shah Khatun, 
sie used to station herself at watch for him at the wundows and 
in the balconies and gaze upon him, and she frying on coals of 
fire on his account, yet could she not speak. In such condition 
she abode a long while .and indeed je.aining for him w.as killing 
, so she stood .nid watched for bun one d.iy at the dooi of 
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htr t h aiui Miaimtii:,' him to her Insom, hiiwc! him on tho 
b’-fisl .iml liim on either cheek. At thi^ moment, lieholtl, 

out (..ni’.e the ninior-domo of the km"’*, liouscholci and sccin',^ 
her tinbr.innu; >ii * >onth, “Started in mmrement. Then he asked 
to IS horn that chamber I'eloneed and %>.-.■>? am-ufod, “To Shah 
Klntim, nife of the kin'^'." sshtreiipon he tiinn.i back, quaking 
as one buntten by a iesen bah. Tlie king ■-isv him in a tremor 
and said to him, '• (^ut on time! what i-- the matter?” Said he, 
“O Kinr:. svhd matte t c.->n bo meue grievous than tint which 1 
see? ' .‘iked tin king, “What spest thou'" and the otTiccr 
mnssned, “I sec that the \vvalh, who came with the liiimich, 
w.ibiiot IwiiU'dit s'.ith hiai sice on arc.nml of Sliah Klialun; for 
I jiis'cd bill mw by her cli.imbcr door, and she was standing, 
watcahm , .M’d wh'-n the couth came up. :hc rose to Iiim and 
dipped b.ini .111! kism d ]iim on his check.” When the king 
h' ird this, he bocced in's head ani.ir ti, pciplcved, and sinking 
into .1'f'at, clutched at his board ami >-hoo!c it till he came nigh 
up m phicking it out. ’I'lnn li- .iro.-e foitluight and laid hands 
on the couth and rlapjxd him in jail, he also took the Luiiuch 
and ca-l them bull into a smileirain mi lor iiis palace. ,\fter 
this he ccenl m to bhah Kh.itim and said to her, ‘‘ lime a, by 
Allah. O daughter of tiolilcs. O th ai whom Jdngs sought toccecl, 
fot the piirily of thy repute and the fauiioss of the fame of thee! 
How sfcmh i: the scmblnuc! Nocc maj .-Midi curse licr 
wli'j'c inw.-'id conlrarieth her outward, after the likeness of the 
brse f.icoar. whose c\teii >r is haiidsuiuc and its interior fulsome, 
ficc fair and deeds foul 1 Venly, I incaii to iu.d^e of thee and of 
c under ne'er-do-v ell an e\nmp!e among the lieges, foi that thou 
sentest not thine Knnuch hut of intent on hm .tetuunt, so that he 
took hkii .ind bionght him into my palace and thon Ji.ist 
tianipled' me head with him; and this is none other than ex¬ 
ceeding b.-llm-s; hut thoii sh.dt s-e cchal I cciil do cvith joii 
all.” So s icing, he sp.it in iier kite and went out from Imr; 
cchilsl bh.di Kliatun said nothing, ccel! knowing that, an she 
spoke at (hat lime, he would not crc'dil her speech. TIun she 
humbled herself in supplication to .\lkih Almighty and siid, “ O 
(jod the Great, 'I hou knoevest the things In secicej ensealed and 
their outw.crds revealed and their inw.irds concealed! If an ad- 
cance-d life-term be appointed to me, let it not be defened, and if 


! ■•Pusli "• so the ccrcmonj cnlg.irlj eillcd " Powli " am! by Ihe 
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a deferred one, let it not be advanced! ” On this wise she passed 
some days, v hilst the king fell into bewilderment and forsware 
meat and drink and sleep, and abode knowing not what ho 
should do and saying to himself, “ An I slay the Eunuch and the 
youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are not to blame, 
seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart careth not to kill 
them all three. But I will not be basty in doing them die, for 
that I fear repentance.” Then he left them, so he might look 
into the affair. Now he had a nurse, a foster-mother, on whose 
knees he had been reared, and she \\ as a woman of understanding 
and suspected him, yet dared not question him. So she went in 
to Shah Khatun and finding her in yet sadder plight than he, 
asked her what was to do; but she refused to ans\\ er. However, 
the nurse gave not over coaxmg and questioning her, till she 
swore her to concealment. Accordingly, the old woman made 
oath that sheuould keep secict all that she should say to her, 
whereupon the Queen to her related hei history, first and last, 
and told her that the youth was her son. With this the old 
woman prostrated herself before her and said to her, “ This is a 
nght easy matter.” But the Queen replied, “ By Allah, O my 
mother, I prefer my destruction and that of my son to defending 
myself by a plea which they will not believe ; for they will say:— 
She pleadeth this only that she ma}’ fend off shame from herself. 
And naught wall profit me save long-suffering.” The old woman 
was moved by her speech and her wisdom and said to her, 
“ Indeed, O my daughter, 'tis as thou sa3'est, and I hope in 
Allah that Pie will show forth the truth. Have patience and I 
will presently go in to the king and hear Ins words and machinate 
somewhat in this matter, Inshallah! ” Thereupon the ancient 
dame arose and going into the king, found him with his head 
between his knees in sore pain of sorrow. She sat down by him 
aw’hile and bespalie him with soft words and said to him,* 
“ Indeed, O my son, thou consumest my vitals, for that these 
luanj’ days thou hast not moimted horse, and thou grie\ est and 
I know not what aileth thee.” He lephed, <‘0 my mother, all 
is due to yonder accursed, of whom I deemed so well and who 
hath done this and that.” Then he related to her the w'hole 
story’ from beginning to end, and she cried to him, “ This thy 
^agnn is on account of a no-better-than-she-should-be! ” 
Quoth he, “ I was but considenng by what death I should slay 
em, so the foUc may take warning and repent.” And quoth 


I In Cha\is and Cazotte 
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^lu^ “O my son, 'w.ire precipitance, for it gendeicth repentance 
and the ‘;tr.ing of them shall not escape thee. When thou art 
nrsiind of this affair, do whatso thou wiliest." He rejoined, " O 
iny mother, there ncedeth no nsr,ur.ance .anent him for whom she 
di spatched her Eunuch and he fetched him." But she retorted, 
“There is a thing wherewith we will make her confess,’and all 
that is in her lientt shall he discovered to tliee." .Asked the 
king, " What is that ?" and she answered, ‘‘I will bring thee the 
heart of .1 hoopoe.’which, when she .slcepcth, do thou lay upon 
her h'‘sonj and question her of cver\‘thing thou wouldcst know, 
and tlie will discover the same unto thee and show forth the 
truth to thee." The king lejoiccd in this and said to his nurse, 
"ifasion thou and let none know of thee.” So she arc^e and 
going in to tlie Queen, said to her, " 1 have done thy business 
and ‘tis as follows. This night the king will come in to thee 
and do tlvni seem askep; and if he .i*-k thee of aught, do thou 
answer him as if in thy sleep." The Queen thanked her 
and the old dame went away and fctciiing tiio bird’s Iie.ut, 
gave It to the king. H.irdly was the night conic, when he 
went in to his wife and fotiiul licr lying back, a-slninheiing; so 
he sat down by her side and laving the hoopoe’s heart on her 
breast, waited awhile, so he might be assured that she slept. Then 
said he to her, “Shah Kliatmi," Shah Khatun, is this iiiy reward 
fium thee ? ’’ Quoth she, “ What ofTence have I committed ? ’’ 
and quoth he, " Wliat offence c.in he greater than this ? Thou 
‘-eiite-t after jondcr youth .and broughtest iiim liillicr, on account 
of tlie lust of lliy heart, so thou inighlest do with him that for 
which tliou luj-tcdst.’’ Said she, “ I Iviiow not carnal desire. 
Verilv, among th) page.s arc thosi who arc comclier and seemlier 
than he; jei have 1 never desired one of them,” He asked 
“ Why, then, dulst thou l.iy hold of him and kiss him ? ” And 
she answered, ‘‘Thisvoulh is my son and a piece of my liver, 

1 I Save mlv -1 lint Mo>Um Iv.v n not fiillv s-Ue-fiel without such con- 
fe-s.on v.h ch. hov <wcr in u 1 m olxainid bv the InainTlo 
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Kulufa; Ileb I'uk'jih.a'h and b}nac Isikiiph.t (Boclnrt Hicrozoicon, part 11. 
3(7) The Spanianis call it O.dlo ile Marro (Vlarrh-Cock) from its rLturmnK 
in that moith. and our oM vriUrs • hpeliif.'" {Ocut \i\ iS) This foul- 
fcedini; bird ikrivts ber liarours from Unpi wvn of the Koran f; f), the 
Hulhnd b‘'in,t; sharp siehtr 1 and sagacious cnonih to discover vater under¬ 
ground viiich the devils levd to drive aftir she had marked the place bj her 
bill 

3 Here the wicativc Ya is designrdb omittvJ in jxietie.al fardiioii (re. 
Kl.alilivva- m> friend') to show the --pe.aker’ emotion See p 113 of 
(ksptam A Kocketl's learned and ctiiious vork the " Vliet Vmil" Hniidred 
Ketj.iuens), Caleutla, 1813. 
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and of my longing and affection for him, I could not contain 
myself, but sprang upon him and kissed him.” hen the king 
heard this, he was da/ed and amazed and said to her, “ Hast 
thou a pi oof that this jouth is th> son ? Indeed, I hd\e a letter 
from thine uncle King Sulaynian Shah, informing me that his 
uncle Bahlmian cut his throat.” Said she, “ Yes, he did indeed 
cut his throat, but severed not the windpipe; so my uncle sewed 
up the wound and reared him. foi that his hfe-term was not 
come.” When the king he.ud this, lie said, “This proof sufficeth 
me,” and rising forthright in the night, bade bring the youth and 
the Eunuch. Then he c.xamined his stepson’s throat with a 
candle and saw the scar \\ here it had been cut from ear to ear, 
and indeed the place had healed up and it was like a thre.id 
stretched out. Thereupon the king fell down prostrate before 
iVllah, who had delivered the Prince from .all these perils and 
from the distresses he had suflered, and rejoiced with joy 
e.xceeding because he had delajed and had not made haste to 
slay him, in which case mighty sore repentance had betided him.^ 
“ As for the youth,” continued the young treasurer, “ ho was not 
sa\ed but because his hfe-term w.as deferred, and in like manner, 
0 king, 'tis with me. I too ha\e a deferred term, which I shall 
attain, and a penod which I shall accomplish, and I trust in 
Alinight) Allah th.it He will gi\e me the Mctory over these 
villain Y'azirs.” \\ hen the \outh had made an end of his 
speech, the king said, “ Restore him to the piison”; and when 
they had done this, he turned to the Ministers .and said to them, 
“\onder jouth lengtheneth his tongue upon you, but 1 know' 
3'our tenderness for the we.al of mine empire and your loj’al 
counsel tome; so be of good heart, for all that ye ad\ise me I 
will do.” The%' rejoiced when the}' heard these words, and each 
of them said his say. Then quoth the king, “ I h.ave not 
deferred his slaughtei but to the intent that the talk might be 
prolonged and that words might abound, vet shall he now be 
slain without let or stay, and I desire that forthright ye set up 
for him a gibbet without the town and that the crier cry among 
the folk bidding them assemble and take him and cariy’ him in 
procession tc the gibbet, with the cner crying before him and 
saying. This is the reward of him whom the king delighted to 
fa\our and who hath betrayed him!” The Y’azirs rejoiced 
when they heard this, and for their joy slept not that night; and 
they made proclaiiiatioii in the city and set up the gallows. 


f ^ introduces this last instance w.th considernb'c art as a 

preUce to the deuoument 



J JO Sufpkmenial Nights. 

slaughter also took to flight and plunging deep into the desert, 
knew not whither he ^\ent before he found himself in a copse and 
there came out upon him a lion of terrible aspect, who snatched 
him up and cast him under him. Then he nent up to a tree and 
uprooting It, covered the man therewithal and made off into the 
thicket, in quest of the lioness.’ As for the man, be committed 
his affair to Allah the Most High, relying upon Him for de- 
hverance, and said to himself, “ What is this affair ? " Then be 
removed the leaves from himself and rising, saw' great plenty 
of men’s bones there, of those whom the bon had devoured. He 
looked again and behold, he saw' a heap of gold lying alongside a 
purse-beltwhereat he marvelled and gathering up the gold in 
the breast of his gaberdine, w'ent forth of the copse and fled 
at bap-hazard, turning neither to the right nor to the left, 
in his fear of the lion; nor did he cease flying till he came 
to a Milage and cast himself down, as he were dead. He lay 
there till the day appeared and he was rested from his travail, 
when, he arose and burning the gold, enteted the village. Thus 
Allah gave him relief and he got the gold. Then said the king, 
“ How long wilt thou beguile us, O youth, with thy prate ’ But 
now the hour of thy slaughter is come.” So he bade crucify him 
upon the gibbet. But as they weie about to hoist him up, lo and 
behold! the Captain of the thieves, who had found him and 
reared him, came up at that moment and asked, “What be this 
assembly and the cause of the crowds here gatheied together? ” 
They informed him that a page of the lung had committed a 
mighty great crime and that he w’as about to do him die ; so the 
Captain of the thieves pressed forward and looking upon the 
pnsoner, knew' him, whereupon he went up to him and strained 
him to his bosom and threw' his arms round his neck, and fell to 
kissing him upon his mouth.® Then s.aid he, “ This is a boy I 
found under such a mountain, wrapped in a gow'n of brocade, and 
I reared him and he fell to cutting the way with us. One day, 
we set upon a caravan, but they put us to flight and wounded 
some of us and took the lad and ganged their gait. From that 
day to this I have gone round about the lands seeking him, but 


1 ' Libwah,” one of the muUitudinons names for the king of 
be^ts, stdl used m Syria where the animal has been killed out, soon to be 
followed by the bear (V Sonants) The author knows that lions are most 
often found in couples 

2 Arab " Himyin or Hamydn.” = a girdle 

3 As he would kiss a son I have never yet seen an Englishman endure 
these masculine kisses, formerlj so common in France and ItaU, without 
showing clearest signs of his disgust. 
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mn found ncw'; of him till now, and this is lie." When 
the hitler hcatd this, he was assured that the jouth w.as his very 
son; so he cned out at the lop of hls^oiccn^d casting bini'^elf 
u))On him, embraced him and Kis'‘cd him and shedding tears, 
said. “ ILid I put (hce to death, as uas mine intent, I should 
have died of regret for thee.” Then he cut his pinion-honds and 
trdang his crown from his head, set it on the, head of his son, 
uhereupon the people raised cries of joy. whilst tiie trimipefs 
blared and the hcttledruius beat and there hcfell a mighty great 
rejoicing. They decorated the city and it was a glorious day; 
even the birds stajed their flight in the welkin, for the greatness 
nf the pr<-eiing and tlic clamour of the criing. The army and 
thf folk r.iinVfl the prince In the palace in splendid pracc<;cion, 
and the news came to his mother Ihihrjaur, who fared forth and 
tbrev htT'-clf upon him. Moreover, the king bade open the 
prison and bring forth all wlio wore theicin, ami they heki high 
fo'tivai d.issand seven nitrlit': and rejoiced with a mighty 
lepncmg. Thus it bi tided the youth; but ,'is rcgaids the 
Ministers, terror and silence, shame and afliight, fell upon them 
and they gave themsobos up for lost. After this the king sat, 
with his son by his side and the \Va 7 irs on their knees before 
him, and summoned his chief ofllccis and the subjects of the 
cit\. Then the prince turned to the Ministers .ind said to them, 
“ t^oi, (} viil'un Waairs, the work of All.ih and his speedy relief” 
But they answered ne’er a sjH.able and the king said, “ It 
siifhceth me that there is notiung ali\c but rcjoiceth with me 
this dn), even to the birds in the sky, but ye, your breasts are 
str.'iiened. Indeed, this is the gre.atust of hostility in you mc- 
wards, and had I hearkened to you, my regret had been prolonged 
.and 1 had died miscr.ably of sorrow.” Quoth the Prince, “ O 
my father, Init for the fairness of tliy thought and thy pers¬ 
picacity ami thy longanimity' .and deliberation in affairs, there 
had not betided thee this great joy. ll.adst thou slain me in 
haste, repentance would have been sore on thee and longsomc 
annoy, and on this wise whoso preferreth haste shall rue.” 
Prcse-ntly the king sent for the Captain of the robbers and bade 
indue him with a robe of honour, comniandnig that all who loved 
the Iring should doff their dresses and cast them upon him.* So 
there fell lobes of honour on him, till he was a-we.aricd with 
their weight, and Azadbaklit invested him with tiie mastership 


I A cheap w.ay of rewanling rntrit. not confined to Haatcrn monarclis, 
l)Ut pr.aclistd u> all conlcini>orary Uuropo 
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of the police of his city. Tlien he bade set up other nine gibbets 
by the side of the first and said to bis son, “ Thou art innocent, 
and yet these villain Waairs stra\e for thy slaughter." Replied 
the prince, “ 0 my sire, I had no fault in their eyes but that I 
was a loyal counsellor to thee and still Iccpt watch over thy wealth 
and withdrew their hands from thy hoards and treasuries; where¬ 
fore they were jealous and envied me and plotted against me and 
planned to slay me.” Quoth the king, “ The time of retribution 
IS at hand, O my son ; but w'hat be thy redo wo should do with 
them in requital of that they did wntli thee ? And indeed they 
have striven for thy slaughter and exposed thee to disgiacc and 
smirched mine honour among the kings." Then he turned to 
the Wazirs and said to them. "Woe to jou' What liars ye 
are! And is aught of excuse left to you ” Said they, " 0 king, 
there remainc-th no excuse for us and we are houghed' by the 
deed we would have done to him. Indeed we planned evil to 
this youth and it hath rcveited upon us, and we plotted mischief 
against him and it hath overtaken us; yea, w e digged for him a 
pit and we ourselves ha\e fallen into it." So the king bade 
hoist up the Wazirs upon the gibbets and crucify them there, 
because Allah is just and decrccth that which is due. Then 
Azadbakht and his wife and son abode in joyance and gladness, 
till there came to them the Destroyer of delights and they died 
all; and extolled be the Lmng One, who dicth not, to whom be 
glorj' and whose mercy be upon us for ever and ever ! Amen. 


JA’AFAR BIN YAHYA AND ABD AL-MALIK 
BIN SALIH THE ABBASIDE.'-^ 


It is told of Ja afar bin Yahj’a the Barmecide that he sat down 
one day to wane and, being minded to be private, sent for his 
boon-companions, with whom he was most familiar, and charged 
the chamberlain that he suffer none of the creatures of Almighty 
Allah to enter, save a man of his cup-mates, by name Abd al- 
klahk bin Salih, who was behindhand w'ith them. Then they 
donned brightly-dyed diesses,= for it w’as their wont, as often as 


a camel so .as to render it helpless The 

^ TbT .^1 Edn vof f'' ■' 

2 Uresl Edit . vol vii pp 251.,,. 

liVe thp A ^ Moslem should dress for public occasions, 

except amongst the Abbasides, absolutelj black, as sable ^^ 4 ld denote Je\^ry 



Jaoht fit! Yahytx oud Ah- al-JirultK hiit Sa/i/i the Ahhashie. I13 

they tit in the m inc-scance, to endue raiment of reel and yellow 
and "(con sallc. and they 5,at down to dnnk, and the cups went 
lound and the lutes Ihrillcd and shrilled. Now there was a in.m 
of the kinsfolk of the Caliph llnriin nl-Rashid, by name Abd 
al-Malik' bin Sahh* bin Ali Inn Abdali.ih bin al-Abbas,* who was 
pic.it of gravity and sedatcncss, piety and propriety, and Al- 
R.ishid used inst.intly to require th.it he should company him in 
convtise and caiouse and drink with hnn and had ofiered him to 
such end abounding wealth, but he never would. It fortuned 
tint this Abd al-Mahk bin Sahh came to the door of Ja’.af.ir bin 
y.ihy.i, so he mipht bespeak him of certain requisitions of his, 
and the chambeilain, doiiblinp not but he was the Abd al-Mahk 
bin Sahh .iforcviid (whom J.t’afai had pennitted him admit and 
that he ‘-limild suffer none but him to Cntei), allowed him to go in 
to hi I master, .\ccordinglj Abd al-Malik ssont in, garbed in 
black, with his Rus.'ifiy.ih’ on ins head. When ja'ahr s.aw him, 
his leas'i’i was like to depart for sh.anie and he under.stood the 
eas.,’. to v,it, that the chaml>crlaiii had been deecived by the likeness 
of the n.ni.c; and Abd al-Mahk also perceived how the matter 
sto'd and perplevity was manifest to him in Ja’afar's face So he 
put on a cheery countcn.uicc and said, “ No liarm be upon yoiC ' 
linns: us of these dyed clothes,’’ Tlitrcnpon the> brought him 
.a djed r<ihe' and he donned it and sat discoursing gaily with 


t A vr'!.Vmi’\n'oUlicr .mil st.atcsmm, noted for pic!> .and au'Ucnty A 
'jDnw'l’at fiii'e' icrsion of 1I111 storj'. friwi which I b.wo borrovNCd cert.im 
d'lMis, i<-, ni^cri in tlie lhoj;mplilc.at Iliciionarj of Ibii Ivlnllik.'m (1 303-1) 
The 1 Ui-r. l.ov c .cr, c.all-, tlic fir^t \txl .al-M.ali!.' " It):i llahr.-tn ” (m the index 
Urn IJ dr.iin). whicli xonicv Int -.ixiils the '■torj-. " Dm Khallikan," bj-lhc-t>y, 
is dm.ltd fmpidartj from " Ivh.atti" (let (;o). and " K.ina" (it was, enough), a 
kv.o'inic <-p'tsMoii of the .anllio.-, which at has! super edeJ Ids roil n.ame, 
.tint a!-\lmis Ahm.ad He is lK.ttcr off than the companion mcknamed hy 
)iinl. mimed .\t)ii Hora^ rah I'.alticr of Die She 1 itten (not the c.at), .and who 
in con teas loit bis true name and pehurtc 

2 In lha KhalhVnn (1 303) he 11. c-allnl Die " Hashimitc," from his 
niicmtor, H.adiim ibn Ahl Manfif The IlaOumitcs and .tbiiasides wire fine 
sp eiiTietis of me .Mc-lem " riiariscc.” as he* ls known to ChnsU.ans, not Dio 
noble I’lini*.!'! of aiitlicnlic liistosy. 

3 M( I'lii.i; -a c.ap. but of wliat shape a* e iKnorc Ibn Kballik.an nfterw.ards 
calis it .a '• 1 ml uisua,"' a word osiU applied to a milrc worn bj Christian 
prn '.1*. 

^ \r,ab ■■ La baas," cijiib.alcnl in conversation to our " No m.attcr," and 
"All ri)dil " 

5 As a memlior of the rrit-nmi; familj. be wore lilaclr clothes, that licmg 
the c .jx-ci.al colour of the AbliasuicH. adopted lij Diem in opposition to tlie 
rival djnaviv of the Ommiadcs, whose f.imib* colour was while, that of the 
r.atimites Ixunir green. The Moslems borrowed their sacred green, "the hue 
of the Pure," from Die old Nalnlhc.ans, and the other primitive colours from 
tlie tints of Die captains who were thusdistingnislied Hence also amongst 
the Turi s and Tartars, the 'While Horde and the Bkack Horde. 
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Ja’afar and jesting with him. Then said he, “Allow us to be a 
partaker in your pleasures, and give us to drink of your Nabiz.*” 
So they bi ought him a silken robe and poured him out a pmt, 
when he said, “ We crave your indulgence, for we have no wont 
of this.” Accordingly Ja’afar ordered a flagon of Nabiz be set 
before him, that he might dnnk whatso he pleased. Then, 
havmg anointed himself with perfumes, he chatted and jested ivith 
them till Ja’afar’s bosom broadened and his constraint ceased 
from hmr and his shame, and he rejoiced in tliis with joy 
exceeding and asked Abd al-Malik, “ What is thine errand ? 
Inform me thereof, for I cannot sufiiciently aclcnow ledge thy 
courtesy.” Ausw'crcd the other, “ I come (amend thee Allah!) 
on three requirements, of which I would have thee bespeak 
the Caliph; to wit, firstly, I have on me a debt to the amount 
of a thousand thousand dirhams,® winch I would have paid; 
secondly, I desire for my son the office of Wali or govemoi 
of a provmce,® whereby his rank may be laised; and tlurdly, 
I would fain have thee marry him to Al-’Ahyah, the daughter 
of the Commander of the Faithful, for that she is his cousin and 
he IS a match for her.” Ja’afar said, “ Allah accomplisheth 
unto thee these three occasions. As for the money, it shall be 
earned to thy house this very' hour : as for the government, 
I make thy son Viceroy of Egy'pt; and as for the marriage, 
I give him to mate Such-an-one, the daughter of our lord the 
Prince of True Behevers, at a dowry' of such and such a sum. 
So depart in the assurance of Allah Almighty.” Accordingly 
Abd al-Malik W'ent away much astonished at ja’afar's boldness 
in undertaking such engagements. He fared straight for his 
house, whither he found that the money had pieceded him, and 
on the morrow Ja’afar presented himself before Al-Rashid and 
acquainted him rvith what had passed, and that he had appointed 
d al-MalA’s son ^^^all of Egy'pt* and had promised him his 
aug ter, Al- Ahyah to wife. The Caliph was pleased to approve 
o s, and he confirmed the appointment and the marriage, 
men he sent for the young man and he went not forth of the 


iaaldto’cont°e‘^ds thafi^Ibn KhnU date-vine or grape-vine Ibn 

2 «= /2K ooo TKn M It here means tne former 

dirhams or^jfgo.ooo^^^jTiM^OM^ 

borne occurs the equivalent phrase, ■■ That a standard be 

vith"^the Cahph'^ such^nrptifJa’afar presumed upon his favour 
amthe hmisein^to "°“ld soon be reported (perhaps by the 

hkelj to end in utter destruction foundation of ill-viU 
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piiacc of the Caliphate till Al-Rashid avrote him the patent of 
nne^titiire with tlie Rovci-nmcut of Egypt; and he let bring the 
Ka^is and flic witncsbcs and drew up the contract of marriage. 


AL-KASHID AND THE BARMECIDES.' 


It i*: said that the mest wondrous of matters which happened to 
Al-Kathid v,as this. Mis brother Al-Madi,’when he succeeded 
to the Cniipliatc, enquiied of a seal-iing of great price, which had 
belonged to his father Al-Mahdi,’ and it reached him that Al- 
Kashid had taken it. So he lequircd it of In.n, but he refused to 
give it up, .and Al-lindi msi'^ted upon him, jet he still denied the 
sual-iing of the Caliphate. Now this was on Tigris-bridge, and he 
threw the nng into the river.* When Al-lladi died .and Al- 
R.ashid succeeded to the Caliphate, he went in person to that 
very place with a seal-ring of lead, which he cast into the stream 
at the same stead, and bade the divers seel: it. So the duckers 
did his bidding and brought up the first ring, and this w.as 
counted an omen of .‘\Mi.tshid’s good fortune and of the con- 
timnnee of his reign.* When Al-K.ishid c.iinc to the throne, 

1 Bred lain , \ol Ml pp 258 60. niRlit illx\it 

2 I'dilrlh Abtiv-iilc, A D 7S5-;rS(i,\o’. iv iii.:ht cccxcii. He wa'a fant.xitic 
Ijrant wlio vaslictil upon p.-nmotinK (o (Ik. Caliph tie hi. o«n sou, J t’af.ir. he 
c.asl U.aniij into pritoii and would pnoluIiU h ixcsKm him but for the inttrxtn- 
liia of ibe luolli' 'of the two brothers, Khajaa-.in, widow of .M-Mahdi, and 
Y.nhja the Barfr'ride 

3 ihitd Abhi.ido, AD 7P5-7S5, lol v, nigh! dcxcv , xol ih tii{,ht 
dcctclxixv 

.1 This reminds us of the Bir .M-Ixh.ilim (Well of the Sicnel) .at AI- 
Madiiiah ; in which Cahiih Oytian durmi; his sixth >car dropjxid from 
in. fiiu'cr the siImt rim; lieloivrini; to llie founder of Al-ls!am, c.ujrnscd in 
tiirec lines with ” .Mol’amrnt d { Apo-.lli' (of) ) Allih | *' It had sened to 
sicn the idlers -.ciit to neiijlibaunnK linipi and liad descended to tlie first 
three siiece sors (I'lljjntnni’c, ii 219) Molummed owned tliree stal-niips, 
the / olden oix- lie dc-irojcd himself, and the third, which w.as of c.arnehan, 
was biined with other objects by his heirs The late Subhi P.asha used to 
dtclari. that the latter liad l>ecn brought to him with early Moslem coins by 
an Arab, .and when he died he left it to the Sultan 

5 Mr Paj ne quotes Al-Tnhari's version of this anecdote '* Bl-Mcluli had 
prc'eiilcd his son Haroun with a rub) ring, worth a hundred thousand dinars, 
ai'd the l.attcr bting one d.ay with his brother [the then reigning Khalifj, El 
Iladi lav the ring on his finger .and desired it. So, x\hen Haroun went out 
from him. he scut after him, to wck the ring of him The Khalit's messenger 
oxcrlook Er Kesliid on the bridge oxer the Tigris and .acquainted him with 
lus crr.and, whereupon the prince, enraged .at the demand, pulled off the ring 
atui threw it into the river. When El H.adi died and Er KcsIiid succeeded to 
the throne, lie went with lus suite to the bridge in question and b.ade his Vizier 

H 2 




ii6 Supplctncrtal A'tgU: 

he invested Ja’afar bin Yahya bin Kbahd al-Barmaki' ^\lth the 
Wazirate. Now Ja’afar was eminently noted for generosity 
and munificence, and the histones of him to this purport are 
renowned and ha^e been documented. None of the Wazirs 
rose to the rank and favour whereto he attained with Al- 
Rashid, who was wont to call him brother^ and used to cany 
him with him into his house. The period of his Y’azirate 
was nineteen’ years, and Yahya one day said to his son Ja’afar, 
“ O my son, as long as thy reed trembleth,* water it with kind¬ 
ness.” klen differ concerning the reason of Ja’afar's slaughter, 
but the better opinion is as follows Al-Rashid could not bear 
to be parted from Ja’afar nor from his own sister ’Abbasah, 
daughter of Al-Mahdi, a single hour, and she was the loveliest 
woman of her day, so he said to Ja’afar, “I will marry thee 
"to her, that it may be lawful to thee to look upon her, but thou 
shalt not touch her.” After this time the twain used to be 
present in Al-Rashid s sitting chamber. Now the Caliph would 
^et up bytimes and leave the chamber, and they being filled with 
wme as w ell as being young, Ja’afar would nse to her and know 
her carnally.' She conceived by him and bare a handsome boy; 
and, feanng Al-Rashid, she despatched the new-bom child by one 
of her confidants to Meccah the Iilagnified (May Allah Almighty 
greateii it in honour and increase it in venerance and nobility and 
magnification!). The affair abode concealed till there befell a 
brabble betivccn Abbasah and one of her hand-maidens where¬ 
upon the slaa e-girl discovered the affair of tlie child to Al-Rashid 
and acquainted him with its abiding-place. So, W'hen the Caliph 


Yehia ben Ivhalid send for dners and cause them make search for the nng 
It had then been five months in the water and no one beheted it would & 
, ‘ke divers plunged into the river and found the ring m the 

verv place where he had thrown it in. whereat Haroun rejoiced with an exceed¬ 
ing joy regarding it as a presage of fair fortune ” 

Al-Rashid made Y.ahv.a, father of ja’afar, his 
for Ja’afar, acted as his lieutenants 

A D So3 Ttip ^ ^ destruction of the Barmecides m 

of the house ^'e-teller quotes Jaafar because he was the most famous 

vv as usuMh^ adcfresLf'fBut the endearing name 
foster-brother ^ Jaafars elder brother Fazl, who \\as the Cahph’s 

main s^ateraent*”*^° these minor inaccuracies tend to invalidate the 

savinAjfnaren^Ivf mean '■ Ihundereth ” The dark 

strengthen thjcelf 6°°^ whilst thou art in power and thereby 

quotesas vmne i^whfrlf made the first advances, and Bin Abu Hajilah 
st.Abbassa. ^ ^ addresses her spouse See D'Herbelot. 
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pilgnmngeci, he sent one who brought him the boy and found the 
matter true, wlicreforc he caused befall the Barmecides whatso 
befdh» 


I BN AL-SAI^IMAK AND AL-RASHID.= 

It is related that Ibn al-Sammak’ went in one day to Al-Rashid, 
and the Caliph, being atluist, called for drink. So his cup was 
brought him, .ind when betook it, Ibn al-Sammak said to him, 
"Softly, O Prince of True Believers! An thou wort denied this 
draught, with how much wouldst thou buy it?” He replied, 
'• With tile half of my reign and Ibn al-Sammak said, “ Dnnk 
and Allah make it grateful to thee! ” Then, w hen he had drunken, 
he asked him, "An thou wert denied Che issuing forth of the 
draught from thy body, with what wouldst thou buy its issue ’ ” 
Answered Al-Kashid, " With the whole of my reign ” ; and Ibn 
al-Saniniak said, " O Commandei of the Faithful, vcrih, a realm 
that wiiglu'fh not in the balance against a draught of water or 
a toidiiig of unne is not worth the striiing for.” And Harun, 
wept. 


AL-M.-VAMUN AND ZUBAYDAH.' 

It i.s said that ,\1-Maamun* came one day upon Zubaydah, 


1 Tlic nk iclk'r with a very liglit luatl over the horrors of a 

mas'icre whicli tirrfied and scand.iliscd the llien civiliscvi world, and which 
nd! haunt Moslem history. The Caliph, litc the king, can do no wrong, and, 
ns Virertgent of ,\ll.ah itiyjn ICarth, what would be deadly enme and moital 
sin m otlurs Ixcoaics in liis c-asc an ordinance from .ibive 1 hese actions arc 
ruperhuman events and fata! which man must not judge nor feel nnv st nliment 
co'ictrning them save one of mvstcnoiis re,i>cct Tor the slaughter of the 
BarmiC'dts, •< eni) Terminal I'ssay, vol viii 

2 Bresl rdit,vol vii pp iCxv-i. night dlxviii 

3 Jim .al-Sammiik (Son of the fisherman or fishmonger), whose n.amc was 
Ahu .al-\iil)'is Mohammed bin Sabih, siirn.amtd jM-Markur (Ibn al-Atliir says 
Al-NIuratV.irj, v.as a native of Kufali (where he died in A II 183 — 7(19 Soo), a 
preacher and profe .sional tale-teller l.ami d as a slj list and a m.an of piety. 
Al-Siviiti (p C1J2) r( halts of Iiim Ih.at when honoured by the C.aliph with 
coiiruntis reception he said to him, " thy humilitj m thy gre.atncss is nobler 
tban 111) greatnt.s ” He is Inovvn to have been the onij thcologician who, 
tx (JlluJid, pronmed AI-Hashid a place in Paradise 

4 Brc.l Kdit , vol vii pp, 261-2. night dlxviii 

5 Seventh Mibasidc. A If 195-227=813-8 j2 Sec vol iii night ccivviv. 
lie vv.as a favourite with Ins father, whopcrboiiallj taught him tradition, but 
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mother of Al-Amin,' and saw her moving her lips and muttering 
somewhat he understood not; so he said to her, “ O mother mine,, 
art thou cursing me because I slew thy son and spoiled him of 
his realm ? ” Said she, “ Not so, by Allah, O Commander of the 
Faithful I ” and quoth he, “ What then was it thou saidst ? ” 
Quoth she, “ Let the Piince of True Believers excuse me." 
But he was urgent with her, saying, “ There is no help but 
that thou tell it.” And she replied, “ I said, Allah confound 
importunity ! ” He asked, “ How so ? ” and she answered, 
“ I played one day at chess with the Commander of the Faithful, 
Harun al-Rashid, and he imposed on me the condition of forfeits.^ 
He won and made me dolt my dress and walk round about the 
palace, stark naked; so I did this, and I felt incensed against 
him. Then we fell again to playing and I won ; whereat I made 
him go to the kitchen and lie with the foulest and fulsomest wench 
of the wenches thereof; but I found not a slave-girl fouler 
and filthier than thy mother’; so I bade him tumble her. He 
did my bidding and she conceived by him of thee, and thus was 
I the cause of the slaying of my son and the spoiling him of 
his realm.” When Al-Maainiin heard this, he turned away, 
saying, “ Allah curse the importunate 1 ” that is, himself, who 
had importuned her till she acquainted him wdth that affair. 


Faithful by assorting the creation of tho Koran, by bis leaning 
to Shi all doctrine, and bj cli.anging tlic black garments of tho B.anii Abbas 
Tnto green He died of a chill at Budandun, a da\’s inarch from Tarsus, where 
he was buried for this Podendon=:rdSa Tcu'cir = stretch out th\ feet, see 
-A-l-Siyuti, pp 32G-27 

^ Sixth Abbaside, A D 809-13. Sccxol. iv nights cctxcii and ccccxvm 
-Vbbaside blood on the father’s side and his mother Zubaj dah’s 
unhappy m his W.azir Al- 1 'azl bin RabV, the intriguer against 
■Mmm.'m estranged him from his brothers Al-Kasim and Al- 

he Mas slam by a party of Persians, "ivho struck him 
his head to through the n.ape of lus neck and went with 

sarden MnU al-Husajn, general to Al-Maamun, who set it upon a 

Pyoclaraation, This is the head of tlie deposed 
“‘i’ PP 306-311 It Mas remarked by Moslem 
this Mohammed Abbaside met M-ith a x lolent death the first M-as 

smh wts MXll;-.' """ = Deposed; the second 

sixth was Al-Musiam and the last Mas Al-Muktadi bi ’llah 

chant and th°sLrprrs''"TfmgLlcm‘‘’®^‘^ Sandal-Mood Mer- 

sla\e-concubine°nampt^^'\i^^'^V’^i^^^^ mother was a 

text aS^s to beTbii S’'*"?? ^he tale m the 

of the Caliph’s compleuon^ scandal, probably suggested by the darkness 
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AL-NU'UMAN AND THE ARAB OF THE 
BANU TAY.> 

It f"; p.-iic! thnt AI-Nu’um.'in’ had two boon-companions, one of 
whom was hii'lu Ibn Sa’ad and the other Anirii bin al-Mahk, and 
he became one night drunken and bade bury them ahve; so they 
buried them. \\ hen he arose on the morrow, he asked for them 
and was .acquainted with their .aflair, whereupon ho built over 
them .a building and appointed to himself a day of ill-luck and a 
day of good fortune. If anj’ met him on his unlucky day, he slew 
him and with his blood he washed that monument, which is a 
place well known in Kufah; and if any met him on his day of 
good fortune he cnriclscd him. Now there accosted him once, on 
his day of ill-nmcn, an .\rab of the Band Tay,’ and .•M-Nu'uman 
would have done him dead; but the Arab said, “ Allah quicken 
the king ! I have two little girls and haae made none guardian 
o\cr them ; wherefore, an the king .^cc fit to grant me leave to go 
to them, I will gl\e him the corenant of Allah* that I avill return 
to him, as soon as I shall have appointed unto them a guardian.” 
Al-Nu'um.in had ruth on him and said to him, "An a man will 
be surety for thee of those who arc with us, I will let thee go, and 
if thou return not I will slay* him." Now there was with AI- 
Nu'nman his \Va,!ir Sharik bin Amru: so the Tdi’ looked at him 
and said:— 

Ho thou, Shari}, O Amru .con, is fliere fro' DimHi repair ? -tf 0 brother 
to men biotlwrks*-. brother of .all in care! 

O brotlior of .M Nuhimnn an old man tins day spare, it An old man 
slam and .\llrih deign fair meed for tlicc prepare I 

Quoth Sinrik, " On me lie his warianty, Allah assain the 
Idng' ” So the Tiii departed, after a term had been assigned him 
for bis returning. Now wlien the appointed d.ay .arrived, Al- 
Nu’uman sent for Shank and said to Inin, "Verily the high noon 
of this day is past"; and Sharik answered, "The king hath no 


1 Brc';} Iklit.iol liii pp ziO 9, nights del r-i 

2 King of Ihe Ar.abl.ingdomof Hir.ati, forwhotn'CO'ol iv night cccKxrv. 
Tliii ancient villain rarclj .apjw.ars in such favourable form when t.ales are told 


3 The trilxi of the dilcft.am and poet, HSlim Tii. for whom see \ol ill. 
night cdxix 

1 If, I will mat e a eoicnanf with him Iicforo the Lord Here the word 
" Allah ” is introduced .among the Aratis of The Ignorance. 

5 If, The man of tlie tribe of T.ay. 
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procedure against me till it be eventide.” Whenas evened the 
evening, there appeared one afar off and Al-Nu’uman fell to 
loohing upon him and on Sharik who said to him, “ Thou hast 
no nght over me till yonder person come, for haply he is my man.” 
As he sp.alre, up came the Tai in haste and Al-Nu’uman said, 
” By Allah, never saw I any more generous than you two' I 
know not which of you be the nobler, whether this one who 
became warrant for thee in death-risk or thou who returnest to 
thy slaughter." Then quoth he to Sharik, “ What drave thee 
to become warrant for him, knowing the while that it was 
death?” and quoth he, ” I did this lest it be said, Generosity 
hath departed from Warirs.” Then Al-Nu’uman asked the Tdi, 
“ And thou, what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein 
was death and thine own destruction ? ” and the Arab answered, 
“ I did this lest it be said. Fidelity hath departed from the folk; 
for such thing would be a shame to mine issue and to my tribe.” 
And Al-Nu’uman cried, “ By Allah, I vill be the third of you, 
lest it be said, hlercy hath depaited from the kings.” So he 
pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-luck; whereupon 
the Arab began to say:— 

A many urged me that I false my faith, - But I refused ivliatso the 
Mights could plead, 

For I’m a man in whom Faith dwells for aye, ■' And everj’ true man’s 
Mord IS pledge of deed. 

Quoth Al-Nu’uman, “ What prompted thee to keep faith, the 
case being as thou sayest ? ” Quoth he, “ O king, it was my 
religion.” Al-Nu'uman asked, “ What is thy religion ^ " and 
he answered, “ The Nazarene' ” The king said, “ Expound 
it to me. So the Tai expounded it to him and Al-Nu’uman 
became a Christian.' 


FIRUZ AND HIS WIFE. 


They relate that a certain king sat one day on the terrace-roof of 
his palace, solacing himself with the xdew, and presently, his 
wandering glances espied, on a house-top over against his palace. 


similar storj- of generous dealing is told of the Caliph Omar m The 
Wigtits See vol iv night ccc\cv 

PP ^ 73 - 8 , nights ddxM--vi In S>ria and Eg)pt 
Favn'.l*^ P'roz ’J^^ictorious, triumphant, is usually pronounced 

nX. S a rechauffe of the King and the Wazir's Wife in The 

iNiguts See lol V. night dlx.\viii 



121 


Jumz and /ns If't/c, 

n seer iic\cr sa\\ licr like. So he turned to tlioce present 

rvnd nsked then), “ To whom beh'iifreth jondor lioiise ? ” wlien they 
answered, “To thy servant FlrUit, and that is his spouse.” So lie 
went down (.and indeed passion h.ad made him dnmken as with 
wine, and he w.as deeply in lore of her), and calling Firiw, said to 
him, “ T.ikc this letter and go with it to .such a city and bring 
me the reply.” birna took the letter and going to hi-- house, laid 
it tinde! his head and passed that night; and when the morning 
moirowcd, he f.arcwelled his wifcand f.irtd for that citj, iinknow'ing 
what his soM.ui purposed against him. As for the king, he arose 
in haste after the husband had set out and rcp.tinng to the house 
of I'iru.'’ m dwguise, knocked at the entrance. Quoth Firu/’s 
wife, “Who’s at the door?” and quoth he, sajing, “ I am the 
king, thy Inisband’.s master.” So she opened and he entered 
and sat down, s.ajing, “ We are come to visit thee.” She cried, 
“ 1 seek refuge' from this visit.ation, for indeed I deem not well 
of it ”; but the king said, “ O desire of hearts, I am thy 
huclnnd's ma®tcr and niclhinks thou Imowest me not.” She 
replifd, “ Nay, I Iniow thee, O my lord and master, and I wot 
thy {lurpo'-c and whatso thou wantest and that thou art my 
husb.and’s laid. I undcr.stand what thou wishest, and indeed 
the poet hath forestalled thee in bis sajang of the verses referring 
to thy ease :— 

Now will I Ic.wc jo'or w.ater-w.ny unfrod; « For many ticading that 
same w .ay I tee: 

When fall the clustering flics upon the food, < I raise my hand 
wlntc'tr iny hunger bo: 

And lions eke avoid the watcr-w.ay v When dogs to lap at fountain- 
side arc free. 

Then s.aid she, “O king, comest thou to a wateiing-place 
whereat thy dog h.ath drunk and wilt thou drink thereof?” 
The king was abashed at her and at her words and fared forth 
from her but forgot his s.andal in the house. Such w-as his 
case; hut as regards Finiz, when he went forth from his house, 
he sought the letter, hut found it not in pouch ; so he returned 
home. Now his return fell in with the king’s going forth and 
he came upon the sandal m his house, whereat his wit was 
wildtrcd and he knew that the king had not sent him away 
.save for a device of his owm. However, he kept silence and 
spake not a word, but, taking the letter, w-ent on his mission 
and accomplished it and returned to the king, who gave him 


I I f 


I -leek refuge witli All.ili - God forfend. 
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an hundred dinars. So Firuz betook himself to the bazar and 
bought what beseemeth women of goodly gifts and returning 
to his AMfe, saluted her and gave her all he had purchased, and 
said to her, “ Arise and hie thee to thy father’s home.” " Asked 
she, “Wherefore?” and he answered, “Verily, the king hath 
been bountiful to me and I would have thee make this public, 
so thy father may joy in that which he seeth upon thee.” She 
rejoined “ With love and gladness,” and arising forthwith, betook 
herself to the house of her father, rvho rejoiced in her coming 
and in that which he saw upon her; and she abode rvith him 
a month’s space, and her husband made no mention of her. 
Then came her brother to him and said, “ 0 Firuz, an thou wilt 
not acquaint me with the reason of thine anger against thy wife, 
come and plead with us before the king.” Quoth he, “ If ye will 
have me plead wdth you, I ivill e’en plead.” So they went to 
the king and found the Kazi sitting rvith him ; ivhereupon the 
damsel's brother began, “ AllaVi assist our lord the Kazi 1 I let 
this man on hire a flower-garden, high-walled, with a well well- 
conditioned and trees fruit-laden; but he beat down its w*alls and 
ruined its well and ate its fruits, and now he desireth to return it 
to me.” The Kazi turned to Firuz and asked him, “ What sayest 
thou, 0 youth ? " when he answered, “ Indeed, I delivered him 
the garden in better case than it was before.” So the Kazi said 
to the brother, “ Hath he delivered to thee the garden, as he 
avoucheth ? ” And the pleader replied, “ No ; but I desire to 
question him of the reason of bis returning it.” Quoth the Kazi,, 
“ What sayest thou, O youth ? ” And quoth Firuz, “ I returned it 
willy nilly, because I entered it one day and saiv the trail of the 
lion ; sa I feared lest an I entered it again, the lion should devour 
me. herefore that which I did, I did of reverence to him and 
for fear of him.” Now the king was leaning back upon the 
cushion, and ivhen he heard the young man’s words, he com¬ 
prehended the purport thereof; so he sat up and said, “Return to 
thy flower-garden in al' ease of heart; for, by Allali, never saw I 
the hke of thy garth nor stronger of guard than its ivalls over its 
trees! So Firuz returned to his ivife, and the Kazi knew not 
the truth of the affair, no, nor any of those ivho were in that 
assembly, save the king and the husband and the wife’s brother. 
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KING SHAH BAKHT AND HIS WAZIR 
AL-RAH\VAN.‘ 

Tifv rcl.tte thn! there v,as once, in class of yore and in bygone 
nire-s and tinv >> loner cone before, a King of tlie Idngs of Ihe time, 
Shah Iblht bight, wlio Itad troops and servants and guatds in 
bests and a Wadr called AbRahw.'m, who teas learned, tinder- 
st.inding, a loyal counsellor and a cheerful acceptor of the 
counnandnients of Aliniirhty Allah, to whom belong Honour and 
Glory. The King conunitted to this Minister the afiatrs of his 
kingdom and his lieges and spake according to his wotd, and in 
this v.ay he abode a loinr .space of time. Now Ibi.s Waru'r had 
many foes, who envied bis position and sought to do him harm, 
but thereunto found no u.ay and the Lord, in His immemorial 
forc-lcnowh'dgc and His fore-ordinance decreed lint the King 
dreamt that the .Ministct Al-Kahwan gave him a fruit from otT 
a tree and he ate it and died. So he aseoKeg .startled and troubled, 
and wlmn the \Va7,ir had prc.sentcd liimsclf iieforc liini and had 
retired and the King was alone avith lho.se in avliom he tru.sttd, he 
related to them his vision and they advised him to send for the 
astroiagcr.s and interpreters and commended to him a Sage, 
whose skill and wisdom they atte'sted. Accordingly the king 
bade him be brought and entreated him with honour and made 
him draw near to himself. Now thete had been in private inter¬ 
course with that S.igc a compaii) of the Wn^ir's ciiemies, who 
besotught ilim to slander the Minister to the king and counsel 
him te> do him di'ad, in view of what they proimsccl him of much 
we.illh, .'-nd he made agreement with them on this ant' acquainted 
the I'lug that the Mmistet would slay him within the coming 
month zi!u] bade him hasten to put liim to death, else would he 
suteh be Idled. Pitsently, the Wazir entered and the king 
signed to him to clear the place. So he signed to those who 
were present to withdr.iw, and they withdrew ; whereupon quoth 
the king to him, *' Ilow'deomcst thou, O Minister of loyal counsel 

I Itre-l lT<!it, col xi pp 8)-3i.S. iiigbta dcccKxv'dccccxxt Here ng.-un 
the mims .me tVrsian, ■'bowing tbe pioie'nancc of tbe t.ale, Sli.ah BaUit 
is >■» icing Luck and Itaiiwiin is a corrmition of Kalib^n— one wbo keeps tbe 
(right) wav , or it may bo KvdibVn — the Pious Mr. VV. A Cloiiston draws 
my altenlion to tlic fact that tin', t.ale is of the Sindibad (Seven V\ ise Masters! 
cvek'and llial be finds remotely allied to it .a Siamese collection, entitled 
Nontimk I’.ataranam in winch I’nnccss ICankr.as, to save tlie life of lier father, 
relates eiglilv or ninetj talcs to tlie king of Pataliput (Palibolhra) 



124 Sujipkmenial Nighls. 

in all manner of contrivance, concerning a vision I have seen in 
my sleep ? ” “ What is it, O king ? ” asked the Wazir, and Shah 
Bakht related to him Ins dream, adding, “ And indeed the Sage 
interpreted it to me and said to meAn thou do not the Wazir 
dead uithin a month, assuredly he will slay thee. Now to put the 
like of thee to death, I am loath exceedingly, yet to leave thee on 
hfe do I sorely fear. How then dost thou advise me act in this 
affair ’ ’’ The Wazir bowed his head earthwards awhile, then 
raised it and said, » Allah prosper the king! Venly, it availcth 
not to continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my 
counsel is that thou hasten to put me out of the world." When 
the king heard his speech and dove into the depths of his meaning, 
he turned to him and said, “ ’Tis grievous to me, O Wazir of good 
rede ” , and he told him that the other sages had attested the wit 
and wisdom of the astrophil. Now hearing these w ords Al-Rahwan 
sighed and knew that the king u ent in fear of him ; but he show ed 
him fortitude and said to him, “ iVllah assain the sovran ! IMy rede 
is that the king carry out his commandment and his decree be 
dight, for that needs must death be and ’tis faiiier to me that I 
die oppressed, than that I die an oppressor. But, an the king 
judge proper to postpone the putting of me to death till the 
morrow and will pass this night with me and farewell me whenas 
the morning cometh, the king shall do whatso he willeth." Then 
he wept till he wetted his gray hairs and the king was moved to" 
ruth for him and granted him that which be craved and vouch¬ 
safed him a respite for that night.' 

(ii5c Tirct JUiijlit of ({it ^Hcintl). 

When it was eventide, the king caused clear his sitting chamber 
and summoned the Wazir, who presented himself and making 
his obeisance to the king, kissed ground before him and related 
to hint 


THE TALE OF THE MAN OF KHORASAN, HIS SON 
AND HIS TUTOR. , 


There Mas once a man of Ivhorasan and he had a son, whose 
moral M'eal he ardently ivished; but the young'man sought to be 
alone and far from the eye of his father, so he might give Iiimself 


\v, this work resemble the BakhtiySr-nSraeb. in which the ten 

death of the hero who relates tales and instances to 
the king, warning him against the e\tls of precipitation 
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up to pic.i'imin!; nnd plensonce. Acconiingly he sought of his sire 
Jen\c to niahe she pilgrimage to the Holy House of Allah and to 
\.sit the tomb of the Prophet (whom Allah save and assain!). 
Kov, between them ami Meecah was a journey of five humlred 
pa!a«*in;,s; but his father could not contrary- him, for that the 
Holy L iw had made pilgrimage* incumbent on him and because 
of ihr.t which he hoped for him of impro\ ement. So he joined 
unto him a tutor, in whom he tnisted, and gave him much money 
and toah hnw of him. The son se' out with his governor on the 
ho!) pilgiimage,’ and abode on the like wise, spending freely and 
using not thrift. Also there was in his ncighboiuhood a poor 
man. who had a s!a\c girl of passing beauty and grace, and the 
youth conceived a de.-.ire for her and suffered sore tark and care 
for the lo\e' of her and her loveliness, so tint he was like to 
P'.rish for pas'-mn ; and she also kned him with a love yet 
greater tlnn his love for her. Accordingly, the damsel summoned 
an old woman who used to \isit her and acqininted her with her 
c.ase, “.An I fore.g.iiher not with him, I slnl! die." The 

enme proniued In-r tliat site would do her hest to bring her to 
her (U ^'re; sc j,hc vi iled hcisclf .and repairing to the jonng man, 
s:tintc.i him with llic sakun and acquainted him with the girl’s 
case, s.ijing, “ Her masb r is a greedy wight; so do thou invite 
him and lure him witli luctc, and he wall sell thee the hand- 
Ill uden.” Accordingly, he made a banquet, and standing in the 
m.in’s way. invited liinP and brought him to his Iiousc, where 
they sat dow n and ate and dr.ink and abode m talk. Presently, 
the young man said to tlic other, “ I hear Ihon hast a\ath thee a 
skave-giil. whom thou dcsirest to sell”; but he said, “By Alkali, 
O m\ lorei, r have no mind to sell her! ” Ouoth the youth, "I 
have heard th.at she cost tlicc a thousand dinars, and I will gne 
thee si> hundred oecr and above that sum"; and quoth the 
other, “ 1 sell liei to thee at th.at price." So they fetched 
notaries who wrote out the contract of sale, and the young man 
weighed to the girl's master half the purchase money, saying, 
“ Let her be aeith thee till I complete to thee the rest of the price 


j O'le pils'rimacc (Il.ajj.-.l .al-Isl.am) is commnntle-cl lo .all Moslems I'or 
its con'hno'i' see'the Nislils,\oI h iiiRlit ccccshi 

2 Arab •'Hag al-Shirif" Tor the cvfitiiscs of the process see m) 
3 ’jleninICO. m 12 As in .all "Hob I’l.accs,” from Rome to Benares, ibo 
•inner in eisarcli of 'ahationis hopelessly taken m and fleeced !)> the "sons 
of the sacred cities ” 

3 Here .a str.anxer iniitis .a guest who at once accepts the imitation, 
such is the freedom between Moslems at Mcccali and AI-Madinah, especially 
during pilgrimagc-nme 
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and take my hand-maid.” The owner consented to this .and took 
of him a wiltten bond for the rest of the money, and the girl 
abode with her m.aster, on deposit.* As for the youth, he gave 
his governor a thousand dirhams and sent him to his sire, to 
fetch money from him, so he might pay tlie rest of the liand- 
maid’s price, s.aying to him, “ Be not long aw.ay.” But the 
tutor said in his mind, '■ How shall I f.arc to his father and say 
to him. Thy son hath wasted thy money and made love with 
It* 5 With what eyes shall I look on him and, indeed, 1 am he 
in whom he confided and to whom he hath entrusted his son ? 
Verily, this were ill rede. Nay, I will faie on with this 
piigninage-caravan'' m despite of my fool of a youth; and when 
he IS weary of waiting, he will demand back his money and 
return to his father, and 1 shall be quit of travail and trouble." 
So he went on with the pilgiim.age-caravan* and look up his 
abode there.' hleanw-hilc, the youth t.airied expecting his tutor’s 
return, but he returned not, wherefore concern and chagrin 
grew upon him bec.iuse of his mistress, and his yearning for her 
redoubled and he was like to kill himself. She became aw'aie of 
this and sent him a messenger, bidding him visit her. Accordingly 
he went to her, and she questioned him of the case; when he 
told her w bat w’as to do of the matter of his tutor, and she s.aid 
to him, “With me is longing the like of that rvhich is with thee, 
and I doubt me thy messenger hath perished or thy father hath 
slam him; but I wall give thee all my jewellery and my dresses, 
and do thou sell them and weigh out the rest of my price, and 
we will go, I and thou, to thy sire.” So she handed to him all 
she had and he sold it and paid the rest of her pnee , after 
which there remained to him for spending-money an hundred 
dirhams. These he spent and lay that night with the damsel 
in all delight of life, and his sprite was like to fly for joy ; but 
when he arose in the morning, he sat weeping and the damsel 
said to him, “ What causeth thee to weep ? ” Said he, “ I 
know not an my father be dead, and he hath none other heir 


lie, the master could no longer use her as hts wife 
etc, wantoned it away 

term^ AI-Hajj _ the company of pilgrims, a common use of the 

went on with the caravan to the Pilerima.»e " 
(Z°ytoah) at M-Smah "Hajj” is neier applied to the Visitation 

a collegiSe mo^sq^^''near 
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save mysilf; but how shall I get to liim, seeing I own not a 
ilirhani ? " Ouoth she, “ I have a bangle; sell it and buy secd- 
pi’.iils uith the price, then round them .and fashion them into 
great unions* and thereby thou shalt g.ain much money, with the 
winch v.e ma> fmd our v.aj to thy country," So he took the 
bangle and lepairing to a goldsmith, s.iid to him, " Creak up this 
bmcilct and sell it"; but he said, “The l.ing sceketh a perfect 
bi.u'elct: I will go to him and bring thee its price." Picsently 
he boro the bangle to the Sultan and it ple.nsed him greatly by 
reason of its gisiJIy woiKmanship. Then he called an old 
avoman, who was in liis palace, and said to her, " Xceds must I 
h.ave the mistress of this bracelet tlioiigh but for a single night, 
or I shall die”; and the old woman rejilied, “ I will bnng her to 
thee.” 3'liercnpnn she donned a devotee's dress and betaking 
hers- If to the goldsmith, s.aid to him, “ To whom belongeth the 
b.'-ngle which is now with the king ? " and sud he, “ It belongeth 
to a stranger, who hath bought him a slave-girl from this city 
•md Indgoth aeith her in such a place.” Upon this the old 
wcm.ui repaired to the young man's house and knocked at the 
door. Tlie d.imsel opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee’s 
garb,* saluted her with the salam and asked her saying, “ Haply 
thou hast sonic need of us ?" Answered the old woman, “Yes, 
I desire a private place, where 1 can perform the Wuzii-ablution 
and quoth the girl, “ Entei.” So she entered and did her require¬ 
ment and made the ablution and pi.iyed”: then she brought out 
a rosary and began to tell her be.nds thereon, and the damsel 
said to her "Whence comest thou, O pilgrimcss* ? " Said she, 
“ From aisiling the Idol of the Absent in such a church.* There 
standeth up no woman before 111111 ,' who hath a distant friend 
and discloseth to him her desire, but he acquaintcth her with her 
case arid giveth her news of her .absent one.” Said the damsel, 
" O pLlgrimcss, we have an absent one, and my lord’s earth 


1 I li.aie often heard of this ni) sterious art in the Last, .also of simil.arl) 
inaLsng rnhits .and branch cor.al of the larpesl size, but. despite all ni) 
ciidc.asours, 1 nerer s\.i5 .illoncd to witness the oj'cr.ation It w.as the E.ame 
with alchemy, winch, liowcrcr, I found aery useful to the “smasher" See 
roy History of Sindh cliapt mi 

2 Llsewhert in The Nights specified as \\h te woollen robes 

3 aVhiKt she was pnaems the girl could not address her, but the use of 
the ros.arv is a 1 md of " parergon " 

1 .\rab. •• V 4 Hdj].ili" (in Lgtpt pronounced '• ll.lggch"), a polite 
ad,Ire-,!, to an elderly woman, who is thus supposed to hare "finished her 
faith ■■ 

5 .arah, “ K.ani-.alr* (from Kaiis ss sweeping) a pagan temple, a Jewish 
synagogue, and especially a Christian clmrch 

ti le , siaadtdi 111 prayer or supplication 
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cleaveth to him and I desire to go question the Idol of him.” 
Quoth the crone, “ Do thou wait till to-morrow and ask leave of 
thy spouse, and I will come to thee and fare with thee in weal 
and welfare.” Then she went away, and when the girl’s master 
came, she sought his permission to go with the old trot, and he 
gave her leave. So the beldame came and took her and carried 
her to the king’s door she unknowing whither she went. The 
damsel entered with her and beheld a goodly house and 
decorated apartments nhich were no idol’s chamber Then 
came the king and seeing her beauty and loveliness, went up to 
her to buss her, whereupon she fell domi in a fainting fit and 
struck out with her hands and feet.* Wlien he saw this, he held 
aloof from her in ruth and left her; but the matter was giievous 
to her and she refused meat and drink, and as often as the king 
drew near to her, she fled from him in fear, so he swore by Allah 
that he would not approach her save with her consent and fell to 
presenting her with ornaments and raiment', but her ai ersion 
to him only increased. Meanwhile, the youth her master abode 
expecting her; but she returned not and his heart already 
'asted the bitter draught of separation; so he went forth at 
hap-hazard, distracted and knowing not what he should do, 
and began strening dust upon his head and crying out, “The 


old woman hath taken her and gone away' ’’ The little boys 
followed him iiith stones and pelted him, crying, ‘ A madman ! 
A madman’” Presently, the king’s Chamberlain, who lias a 
personage of years and worth, met him, and when he saw this 
youth, he forbade the boys and drave them away from him, after 
which he accosted him and asked him of his affair. So he told 
him his tale and the Chamberlain said to him, “ Fear not! I wall 
deliver thy slave-girl for thee; so calm thy concern.” And he 
went on to speak him fair and comfort him, till he had firm 
reliance on his word. Then he earned him to his home and 
stripping him of his clothes, clad him in rags; after which he 
called an old wmman, who was his houselre.eper,'* and said to her 
“Take this youth and bind on his neck yon iron chain and eo 
round about with him in all the great thoroughfares of the ml 
and when thou hast done this, go up wuth him to the 
th. tans- And h. ».d „ thn nUoJefstod 


lit, fell into hjslencs, a very common comn1-„.,» - 
jier\ ous and excitalli races of the East. ^ amongst the hig 

2 Arab " Kahramanah." a word rrhich has offe 
senses, nurse, duenna, chambirwoman. sleuardew ^ 

■the Harem, etc aiuess, armed woman defei 
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thou the thuj'.cl, spcnk not a .wll ihle, but ncquutU me with 
her place anti tlioii 5-h.iU owe her ilcliveranee to none ;,a\c to 
me." The youtlt thanketi him .niKl went with the old in 

such hshion .as the Clwinb- rkiin h.tde him. She fared on with 
him till tiny entered the city, and walked all about it: after 
which shc.v.cnt up to the pal.ire of the kinf: and fell to s.nNsng, 
“ O forttme's fn\ouritcs, look on a yotith wlinm the dceils take 
tu ICO in the d sj, and pr.iy to he preserved from such nfdietion 1" 
And she reised ttot to po round with him till site came to the 
e.aste.’n vinp’ of the pahee, whereupon ih” idavc pirls hitrWcd 
ont to I(Mk tip'^n him. and v.'hen they saw him tiny vrere amared 
at his beauty .and lovt liners and avept for him. Then the)* 
informed the damsel, wljo c.amc fotth and comidcred him and 
knew him not t but b.e knew her; so he drooped his ht ul and 
shed t- ars. She w.as moved to pity fo; him and pas e him 
i'aamewhat and went back to hes place, win!*! the youth returned 
with the hous'dat'p'T to the Chntnbcrhin .and told him that she 
w.ar. in the 1 in.:\. man''irvn, whereat h- w.as chapiincd and '•aid, 
“ Ity Allah, I vail a'suredly devK-c a device for her and deliver 
her!" Wlureupan the youth kissed Ids hands and feet. Then 
ho turned to the old woman and hade iicr change her habit and 
her scmbla'’.*<', Xow this ancient dame was sweet of speech 
and wui'-oiuc of wit; so he pave her costly .and ddicinus ottars 
and said to her, " Get thee to the kind's slave girls and sell them 
these es'.encf s and win thy w.iy to the damsel and ask her if she 
dcs’re her rin'-tcr or not." So the old woman went out and 
making her way to the palace, went in to the hand-maid and 
drew nc.ar her and recited the'?'.* couplets :— 

Alldi pn’'‘rv('oar Union day;, and tin ir d<-li|:hla • ,\h me! Ilov 

rv e> t V a*" life 1 [ini’, joy. '“.i ro i,vcr new 
May he not he who CUP sd us tv .lin With parting d.iy; » How in.any 
.a bane he hi, ale, bo'v ni.auy .a hfe he slew ! 

He died iiiv fai.hli Ic.ir-flroils and an sink e-blood ; • And beg 

g.inng me of lovi himself no riclwr grew. 

When the d.unse! hc,ard the old woman’s verses she wept 
till her clothes were drenched and drew near the speaker, 
who .asktd her, " Knowest thou Such-an-one ? ” And she wept 
and .answered, •* lie is my lord. Whence knowcsi thou him?" 
Kejoined the old woman, “O my lady, sawest thou not tiic 
madman who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He 
WMS ihy lord," prescntl> adding, “ But this is no time for talk. 


VO I- i\. 


I M’liich is laippa'-cd to contain tlic Harem. 


I 
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When ’tis night, get thee to the top of the palace and wait 
on the terrace till thj' lord come to thee and compass thy 
deliverance.” Then she gave her what she would of perfumes 
and returning to the Chamberlain, acquainted him with whatso 
had passed, and he told the youth. Now as soon as it was 
evening, the Chamberlain bade bring two hackneys and great 
store of V ater and provaunt and a ridmg-camel and a fellow to 
show them the way. These he ambushed %vithout the town, 
nhilst he and the young man, talang with them a long rope, 
made fast to a staple, went and stood below the palace. Whenas 
they came thither, they looked and behold, the damsel was 
standing on the terrace-roof, so they threw her the rope and the 
staple, which she made fast, and tucking up her sleeves above 
her wnsts, slid down and landed nuth them. They carried her 
without the town, where they mounted, she and her lord, and 
fared on, with the guide in front,* directing them on the way, 
and they ceased not fanng night and day till they entered his 
father’s house. The young man greeted his sire, who was 
gladdened in him, and to whom he related all that had befallen 
him, whereupon he rejoiced m his safety. As for the tutor, he 
wasted whatso was nuth him and returned to the city, where he 
saw the youth and excused himself. Then he questioned him of 
what had betided him and he told him, whereat he admired and 
returned to companionship with him; but the youth ceased to 
have regard for him and gave him nor solde nor ration as was 
his wont, neither discovered to him aught of his secrets. When 
the tutor saw that there was no profit from him he returned to 
the king, the raidsher of the slave-girl, and recounted to him 
what the Chamberlain had done and counselled him to slay that 
official and egged him on to recover the damsel, promising to 
give his friend a poison-draught and return. Accordingly the 
kmg sent for the Chamberlain and chid him for the deed he had 
done; whereat the king’s servants incontinently fell upon the 
Chamberlain and put him to death. Meanwhile the tutor 
returned to the youth, who asked him of his absence, and he told 
him that he had been in the city of the king who had taken the 
slave-girl When the youth heard this, he misdoubted of his 
governor and never agam trusted him in anything but was 


I spe(nally mentioned because Ibe guide very often follows bis charges, 
especially "hen he intends to play them an ugly tnck I had an unpleasant 
adtenture of the kind in Somaliland, but ha\ing the fear of the "Aborigines' 
ttotection Society before my eyes, refrained from doing more than hinting 
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aUoy? nn bir. Runrcl nt^.iinpt Ibm. Tlirn the lular \vithout 
or Uol-'.y propnrc frrc.-xt r-toie of wcclmcaf-; anti put in 

ti'.ciT! dc-.dK paipon atui pst'-t'ntvd them to the youth, wlio, when 
he raw tho-tc tovci-tnieats, raid to iuinr.if, “This is an extra¬ 
ordinary tSiint:; of the tutor! Kreds must tliorc he in this 
sweetmeat some mischief, and I will make prcxif of his con- 
fcctiorcty tspan himself." Accordingly he ROt ready food and 
set amomtst it a portion of the sweetmeat, and inviting the 
gc,vern”tr to his house jihced the proa aunt before him. lie ate, 
an.l .amonpr-t the rest avhich they hrouglit him, the poisoned 
saveetm.cat; so while in the act of eating he died; whereby the 
Youtli knew that this was a plot against httnself and said, 
“ Wheo rceketh his feriune by his own force* att.dnefh a 
failure." " Kor,” cotuinvud the Warir, “ is this, O king of (he 
age, ,<^‘.r.am'cr than tlie story <if the Drngeist and his Wife and 
th.e fiittper." WlKti King Shah Takiu heal'd the talc of Al- 
R.alnv.an he gave him le.avc to withdraw to his own honsc and 
he tamed there the rest of the night and the next day till 
eventide caentd. 

ett g'rtftnti Tlivlil of ({it illontfi. 

Wnrn the evening e\cned, the king sat private in his sitting- 
chamber and his mind was occupied with the story of the Singer 
and the Druggist. So he c.iUcd tlie Wacir and fiicic him (cli 
the talc. Answered he, “ I will well. They recount, O my 
lord, the following 

TALE OF THE SINGER AND THE DRUGGIST." 

There was once in the city of Hainadfin^ a young man of 
'^'.crnly semblance and skillcxi in singing to the lute; wherefore 
lie %vas well seen of the ciimenr. lie went forth one d.ay of his 
home with intent to travel, and gave not o\er journeying till his 
trard inouglit him to a town and a giwlly. Now he had with 
liim a lute and its appiirtcnanre,*' *=0 he entered and went round 
.ahoiii the streets till he happened upon a druggist who, when he 
espied liim, called to him. So he went up to him and he hade 
him-Sit down: accordingly, the youth sat down by his side, and 


Ilf, o)h*'rwi''c than .sccfioline to ortlitiancp of Allah 

2 .\ v.e'II ki'.f.'.vii cit) of Ir.iK ’Ajsmi (or IVritan) 

3 1 f, "ipuc jvami <.lrm"e plectra, tiiumb-guarcl'!, c(c. 
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tli6 drug^st (Questioned liirti of his esse. The singer told hitn 
■what -was in his mind, and the pharmacist took him up into 
his shop and bought him food and fed him. Then said he to 
him, “ Rise and take up thy lute and beg about the streets, 
and whenas thou smellest the reek of wine, break in upon the 
drinkers and say to them, I am a singer. They will laugh and 
cry, Come in to us. And when thou singest, the folk will know 
thee and speak one to other of thee; so shalt thou become known 
about town, and thou shalt better thy business.” He went 
round about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun waxed hot, 
but found none drinking Then he entered a lane, that he might 
take rest, and seeing there a handsome house and a lofty, stood 
in its shade and fell to observing the excellence of its edification. 
Now while he was thus engaged, behold, a casement opened and 
there appeared thereat a face, as it were the moon. Quoth the 
owner of the face, “ \\'hat aileth thee to stand there ^ Dost 
thou want aught ? ” And quoth he, “ I am a stranger,” and 
acquainted her with his adventure; whereupon asked she, 

“ What sayest thou to meat and drink and the enjoyment of a 
fair face and getting thee spending-money ? ” And he answered, 

“ O mistress mine, this is my desire whereof I am going about in 
quest' ” So she opened the door to him and brought him in : 
then she seated him at the upper end of the room and served him 
with food. He ate and drank and lay ivith her. This ended, she 
sat doivn in his lap and they toyed and laughed and exchanged 
kisses till the day was half done, when her husband came home 
and she had no recourse but to hide the singer in a mat,^ in 
which she rolled him up. The husband entered and seeing the 
battle-place’ disordered and smelling the reek of liquor ques¬ 
tioned her of this. Quoth she, “ I had with me a bosom friend 
of mine and I conjured her to crack a cup with me; and so we 
drank a jar full, I and she, and but now, before thy coming in, 
she fared forth.” Her husband deemed her words true and went 
away to his shop, he being none other than the singer’s friend the 
who had invited him and fed him, whereupon the lover 
came forth and he and the lady returned to their pleasant pas¬ 
time and abode on this wise till evening, when she gave him 
money and said to him, “ To-morrow in the forenoon come 
hither to me ” He replied, “Yes,” and departed; and at night¬ 
fall he went to the Hammam-bath. On the morrow, he betook 


I Arab "Hasir,” the fine matting used for 
season m Egypt and Syria 
a I « , the bed 


sleeping on during the hot 
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to the ^!lcp of lvis> friend tl>e dni^Rist, ubo welcomed 
him A', torn o'! lie siw him, nnd quei-iioned him of his ease and 
hcn\ he Ind fared tiiat day. Quoth the ‘linj’er, “ All.ah requite 
thee ilh w eUare, O my htolher, for indeed thou hast directed 
me to a roMfu! life !” Then he acquainted him with his ad\cn- 
lute and told him the laic of the woman, (til he c.ame to the 
nnution of her hu'-band, when ho ‘.aid, “And at midday came 
the hnrned cuckold,* Iter hushand, and knocked at the door. So 
she wnippcd me in the mat, .and when he h.td wended his ways 
I c.itnc forth .and we reliuncd to our pleasant pUiy.” This was 
priceom to (he dninpi-'t, and he tepi tiled of h.aeinp tauplu liim 
how he sltoiild do .and suspected his wife. Accordmpiy lie asked 
tlie Mnper, “And what said she- to thee at thj goingf aw.-.y?" 
and tile other aniwend, “She tviid, Come Ijack to me on the 
naumw. So, Itehold, 1 am off to her .and I came not hither but 
th.at 1 might acqtiairtt thee with this, lest thy thought.^ he pre¬ 
occupied with me.” Then he f.arowelkd him, attd w-alKca om. 
A? fojn .as the dtuepi'.t w.is- afcured th.at he had reached the 
house, he ca: t tlic tiet^ over hus shop and made for his home, in 
tome Mi''pic!un of his wife-, and knosKcd at the door. Kotv vi.u 
singer b.id entered and the druggist's v.ife said to him, “ Ujt with 
th'C and enter this rhe->t.’’ Accordingly he entered it and '•he 
shut it down on him and ojv^ned to her hush.uul, who came in 
all distraught, and se.srchrd the house but found none .mj c\rr- 
looked the chest, lleu-at he said m his mind "The hoiuo* is 
one which f.avomcth my house and the woman is one wno 
fai-ourcth 1113 - wife' .and rttuincd to his shop; whereupon the 
singer came fotth of the chest, and f.illinp upon the druggist's 
wife, had his wicked will of her. Then they ate and drank and 
kissed and clipped necks, and in this way they abode till the 
cvemng, when she gave him money, and made him promise to 
come to her on the morrow. So he left her and slept his nigltt, 
and on the jnorrow he returned to the shop of his friend the 
druggist and .saluted him. The other welcomed him and (pies- 
Honed him of his case; wheresat he told his talc till he ended 


1 Till'! word, wliicli undoubtedly derl\ci from cuculus. coRiil, cocii, a 
ciicloo, ha-, tvlcn a queer tvtist, nor c.an I explain how Us present mc.aniiig 
.aMj c from a she-bird vliicb lays her crr in n >.tranf;c nest W’lttol. on the 
c’.lw r h.ind, from tVilan to tnov,-, fi ripblly .applied to one whom L.a roii'a-rs 
c.xlls - coat cl content,” the Arab Pajyu'. 

2 Ar,ab " SInbat.ah.” here n net hke a fisherm.an's. uiifch Is hung over 
the hole in the wall tmllr-d .a shop, ilurinE the tcmixirary ab'.ri’tc of the shop- 
iceiwr. Sec tm rils’rim.w'e. i too 

3 ij ,oi wkitb the cingcr speaks 
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wdth the mention of the woman's husband, when he said, " Then' 
came the homed cuckold, her mate, and she stowed me away in 
the chest and shut down the Jid upon me, whilst her addlepated 
pander’ of a husband went about the house, top and bottom; 
and when he had gone his way, we returned to our pleasant ^ 
pastime." With this, the druggist was assured that the house 
was his house and the wife his wife, and quoth he, " Now what 
wilt thou do to-day ? " Quoth the singer, “ I shall return to her 
and I came not’' save to thank thee for thy dealing with me.” 
Then he went awa}% whilst the fire was loosed in the heart of the 
druggist, and he shut his shop and returning to his house, rapped 
at the door. Said the singer, “ Let me jump into the chest, for he 
saw me not yesterday”; but said she, “ No ! v,Tap thyself up in 
the mat.” So he wrapped himself up and stood in a corner of the 
room, whilst the druggist entered and went no whither else save 
to the chest, but found naught inside. Then he walked round 
about the house and searched it, top and bottom, but came upon 
nothmg and no one, and abode behi^een behef and disbelief, and 
said to himself, “Haply, I suspect my mfe of what is not in her.” 
So he was certified of her innocence and going forth content, 
returned to his shop, whereupon out came the singer and they 
resumed their former little game, as was their wont, till eventide 
when she gave him one of her husband’s shirts and he took it and ‘ 
going away, mghted in his own lodging. Next morning he 
repaired to the druggist, who saluted him with the salam and 
came to meet hmi and rejoiced in him and smiled m his face, 
deeming his wife innocent. Then he questioned him of his case 
on yesterday and he told him how he had fared, sajdng, “ O my 
brother, when the comute knocked at the door, I would have 
jumped mto the chest, but his wife forbade me and rolled me up 
m the mat. The man entered and thought of nothing save the 
chest, so he brake it open and woned like one jinn-mad, going 
up and coming down. Then he went about his business and I 
came out and we abode on our accustomed case tdl eventide,' 
when she gave me this shirt of her husband’s; and behold, I am 
now off to her.” When the druggist heard the singer’s words, 
he was assured of the adventure and knew that the calamity, all 
of It, was in his own house and that the wife was his wife, and 

1 Arab " Mu’arris” in vol i night xxs.ui I derived the word from 'Ars 

mamage, hi.e the Germ Kupplenn This was a mere niistal.e, the root is 
’Ars (luth a Sad not a Sin) and means a pimp who shows off or dispiai s his 
wares ^ 

2 I must again warn the reader that the negative, which to us appears 
tmnecessary, is emphatic in Arabic 



oj Sht if'.'i/ t!,c 

ho cc;i‘..siii.rti! (lie shirt, ^\horcuJX>n he tcdorihlcc! in assurer!nor-‘s 
nnd t rt 1 U' ihe “ Art thou now roini^ to her ? " S pd he, 

'•Vc'-. O rny hrolhui," r.nd tnUng leave of !mn, v>cnl away; 
whti<n!|>on the tiun:j;i'U •tarted up, as he were stark mad, and 
ill'm inlkd hrs rhop.’ W hdst he was tlms doing, the singer 
Wtm to the house, .and pris-ritly up came the drmsgist and 
3.nct'k’d .at the dvVjr, The lover would ha\c v, rapj’nl himself rtp 
in the m.it, hrti she forhule him and • lid “Get thee down to the 
pre.imd lloor of the IrotPC and enter the overr-jar’and dose the 
cover upon th\:elf.” So he did her btdding and she w’errt down 
to h.er husb.and and opened lire door to him, whereupon he came 
in .irrd lant roirtrd the hotis", but found no one and oM'rlooked 
the o\‘ca'ja.r. Thera he stood ttrururg and sw.are that he would 
not aga’u go forth of the house till the morrow. As for the 
•'’ruter, when Itts st.ay in the roerr-jar gre'w ]ont 5 .nme upon him, 
he c.arrre forth therefronr, thrnktnp that her hurhind had gone 
.away ; and he went up to the ttrrncc-roof and loakm.; down, 
Ixhdd his friend the dttrei:’u.i: whereat he was tore coneerned 
arid r-.iid irr hutrr-clf, “ Alas, the disgrace, ah! Tlria is my 
fnend the dnurspst, who of me was fun and dealt me fair and 
I have p.iid iiim with foul." lie fe.ired to return to (ho 
druggist; so he itepped down and opened the first door .and 
would haae .gone out at a venture, unseen of the husband ; but, 
when he came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not 
the hey. Ilcrtat Ire returned to the terrace and bcg.ur dropping 
from roof to roof till the j>eoplc of the house beard him and 
hast' ned to fall upon b.im, deeming him a tlricf. Now that house 
belonged to a I’errian man; so they laid hands on him and the 
housemaster fell to beating bun, saying to him, “Thou art a 
thief." lie rephed, “ No I arn not a thief, but a singing-man, a 
stranger who, licaring yonr voices, c.amc to sing to you." When 
the folk he'.itd his words, they lalkt'd of letting him go; but the 
Persian raid, “ O folk, let not his speech cozen you. This one is 
none oilier th.an .a thief who know-eult how- to sing, and when he 
cometh upon the Id.c of us, he is a singer." S.iid they, " O our 
lord, this man is a stranger, and needs wc must roic.asc him." 
Quoth he, “ By Allah, my heart hc.avcth at tliia fellow ! Let me 
kill him With beatingbut quoth they, “ Thou m.iyst no w'ays do 
that." So they delivered liic singer from the Persian, the m.astcr 
of the house, and Ec.ited him .amongst them, whereupon he began 

j G , by remo'inKthc (•oo.!5fromtlic''lrtit" totIic''l>cn " rilr;rima:;c.i 99 

2 Arab '•'J.innur," bere the l.arKc carllicrn jar with n co\cr of the same 
ma'tn.il, round whicli the fire :s buili 
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singing to them and they rejoiced in him. Now the Persian had 
a MameJuhe, as he nere the full moon, and he arose and went 
out, and the singer followed him and wept before him, kissing his 
hands and feet. The Mameluke took compassion on him and 
said to hmi, “ When the night cometh and my master entereth 
the Harim and the folk fare away, I wall company with thee.” 
Then the singer returned and sat with the cup-companions, and 
the Persian rose and went out with the kfamelulte by his side. 
Now the singer knew the place which the Mameluke occupied 
at the first of the night; but it chanced that the youth rose 
from his stead and the iva.xen taper went out. The Persian, who 
was drunk, fell over on his face, and the singer, supposing him to 
be the Mameluke, said, " By Allah, ’tis good 1 ” and fell over him. 
Thereupon the Persian started up, crj'ing out and laying hands 
on the singer, pinioned him and beat him a grievous beating, 
after which he bound him to a tree that stood in the house-court. 
Now there was in the house a beautiful singmg-girl and when 
she saw the smger tight pinioned and tied to the tree, she 
waited till the Persian lay donm on his couch, when she arose 
and going up to the singer, fell to condoling with him over what 
bad betided him and making eyes at him. Then said she to him, 
“ Do with me as I ■wish and I m’Jl loose thy pinion-bonds, lest 
he return and beat thee again; for he purposeth thee an ill 
puipose.” Quoth he, “ Loose me and I 11011 do it" ; but quoth 
she, “ I fear that, an I loose thee, thou wilt 'not do it. But 
when I have done, I will loose thee,” Now there was in the 
house a fighting-ram, which the Persian had trained to butting,' 
and when he saw ivhat the woman was doing, he thought she 
■wished to do battle ivith him; so he broke his halter and running 
at her, butted her and split her skull. She fell on her back and 
shneked; whereupon the Persian started up hastily from sleep 
and seeing the singing-girl on her back, and the smger, cried to 
him, “ O accursed, doth not what thou hast erewhile done suffice 
thee?” Then he beat him a shrewd beating and opening the 
door, thrust him out in the middle of the mght. He lay the rest 
of the dark hours in one of the rums, and ivhen he arose in the 
morning, he said, “ Hone is in fault! I, for one, so^ught my own 
good, and he is no fool who seeketh good for himself; and the 


r to the fighting rams ■nhich are described by everj- Angio- 

Indian taidler They strite with great force, amplj’ sufficient to crush the 
clumsy hand which happens to be caught betneen the luo foreheads The 
animals are sometimes used for Fal or consulting futurity the name of a 
mend IS giien to one and that of a foe to the other, and the result of the 
tight suggests victory or defeat for the men 
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rfri.'Ctrrfc uif<? also -oiK^ljt (jood for herself; hut Preclc';- 
tinatMU OYi-rcotiielh Pfccautiou arid for mu there remninclh 
no in tliP to-.v;i.** So he went forth from the place. 

Kot '■ (conutuied the \Va/ii), “is tins story, str.mt^e thoiiith it 
he. '-U i'l'pu tlnn th.1t of the Kin/j .nncl his Son .itui th.it which 
heiiii them of wond'-rs and r.vre marijs." Witen the hin^ 
he.ir<: this r'oiy, he deeiii'i! it pretty .ind pleasant .iiu! said, 
“ Tins tah’P-m ar unto that which I know and ’tn: my rede 1 
theehi <P w<'l! to h.ivc p.itionrc .ind hasten not to sl.iy 1115 
Minn-cr. ro I nny pet of him the profital'lc rtory of the Kinp 
.and hi' Sort." Then he pave the XWerir kivc to po .iwny to his 
ov n home ; 10 he th.inkcd him and t.irried in hi-, home all that 
day. 


Cbf ChirS JhJijiht cf tfct ;jfHonl{). 

Wnr*, it V as .supfnr.ltme the kinp *-Qnpht the sitltnp-chamhsr; 
.ind, sunm'.oninp the Warir, toupiu of him the .storj he had 
promhed hint; .ind the Minister s,,id, “They tell, O kinp, 


r ///: TAu: of the king who kenxed the 

nuix} ESSEXCFH OF TIUSCS." 

There c.imc to .1 kinp of the l.inps, in his old ape, .1 son, who 
prew up rejiiily, tpiiek-witted, clever; and, when he rt.ichcd 
yc.irs of discretion and became .i yonnp man, his fither said to 
hi;n. “'J'/tke litis u-ilm and rule it in lien of me, for 1 desire to 
fice from the sin of snvranty* to .Mkih the Mo-t lliphanddon 
the wciollcn dress and devote ,il! ni) time Jo devotion." Quoth 
the Prince. •* .'Viid 1 .mi another who desireth to take refuge with 
the Almighty,'’ So the king said, " Anse, let ns flee forth and 
make for thf inounl.iins and tliero worship in .shame bofoie God 
tilt Most Grt.it." Accordingly, (he twam g.it them ge.ir of wool 
and cP thing Iheinsrdvcs therewith, hired forth and wandered m 
the wolds .ind w.istcs; but, when some d.i>s had p.isscd over 
them, both became wc.ih for hunger and repented them of that 
they b.id donewhenab penitence profited them not, and the Prince 
compl.iined to his father of weaiiness and hunger. Cued the 

r Ar.rl) " j.i’ilnr" - the jcicl. the es-rntnl nature of a suhsl.ince 
C-omrirt ’>! Afeofni'as’• Alnlratuon of the Quintcs'encc " 

2 Jti p.irts of I)>D Moslem worUJ .\t-Jahr ~ the tjrannj, ii tiic (rjunaient 
of whit ve c.iil "cml Itv,,’ ns opjiosccl to Al-fchah’.i1i or Holy lam, the 
rtUpious etvle: Dm.in Al-jahr (Cavi! Court) !>ein},' ilie contr.irj of the 
MahJ.imili or K.izi’s tnl>un.il Sec *•! irn rool-itcps in n.ist Africa," p isC 


K-S, '•De.r „ 

“T=r '’^ 9sied, “ Wh^f ?“ P^^^sure me K. counsel 
^aie me aacj ^o unfi, ^ ” and ),f r ^ ‘'O'npijance ” 

for me n-aii jL’ ^'atiJer sell m ^’- ‘^bou 

s:;;«« 

, *""6 r and ourtfo u faoo- <■ r^ ^ -“e a sqjj r , 
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what he coulH ^nght the I. saJe,” j'u .. ‘^naler 

‘Jje money 

"S' of "Sr^ SuSfhTm! 

^ded to ' '" Present?^' “ shajJ j "^P««ted 

Coofc precede hS^an^d^’® &ardej> of the ^itt^ 

Qress the rr.^r t ^ ^PDoinf .^r^^^^suricp- n^j 

meal readji "^Th n ^h 

appoint and Chef fell i. , Unturned ?ia ®^onld 

fons, the f" perplexed t wf, find 
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f^PVlmay br^. to him d,st-, ^ 

^“g’snasbfc: rehef." c„ . “ what f. ,v as 
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one of tho ;<,ivincr-t5Kn anti do thi-u po coinpanyinf; thy lord in 
peace and *urc;y, for I vaU rufficc tiicc of ihk " Hcicat the 
fCoV (h'pnt-.d nitii the Kinp, nftir he had bronpht the old in.ai 
%\h-il he rcc'r<l and loft him a ns.in of tlie guards ; and v.lien he 
was g.v.u-, ihe ?ha\}ch hade the trooper wash the hitclun-ha'U ry 
and made nady ford esrecdjngly fine. When the J.ing retninwl 
he itt the nmat h'forc bins, and he tasted dishes wlu'se hire he 
h id n- ver saaoiiicd : whereat he was start!' d atnl ashed who had 
drec' djt. AccArdinply llvoy ac'-juainted hivn with theShajhh’s 
case and h'j summoned him to his piosenc'o and ashinp him anent 
the iny'.tesy. i*)crear>’d his al!>v.'ance of talioas’; imreorer, he 
hade that thevtlmuld coik together, he and the kitchtiwr, and 
the old man olened l;:r hkiding. Some time after thh, there 
came two mcrch.antr. (0 the king witii two pearls of p’ice and 
each of ih.em I'.i l.ircd that his p'-nrl was worth a thousand 
diinrs, but the folk was incotnp' tent to value tlifiu. 'I lu n sud 
the ccc'd;, '* Allah prosjwr the King! Vttilj, the Shaykh wlunn I 
iKiughl afih.ncd that he 1 new the quinteS'cncc of jewels and that 
be was sK'illcd in co'dttry. ^^■£ liavc triet! him in liw cnisi.uo, ind 
have feund him the tnecl Knowing of men ; and row, if we send 
after him and prove him on jr wels, !nV S'.tond claim will he made 
ma»irc''t to us, whether true or ulsc ” So the Kiii't I'ade fetch 
the SinjKl) and he came and stood befote the Sultan, who 
showed him the two pearls. Quoth he, '• Now for this one, 'tis 
worth a thousand dmirs"; and quoth the King, “So saith its 
owner." “ Dili for this other," coiitimicd the old man, “ 'tis 
worth only fnt hundred " The people laughed and adiniied his 
saahig. at'd the mcrrhaul who owned the second peatl asked him, 
“ ilow can this, which is b'gjpv of bulk -and worthier for water 
.and riglitt r of rondure, be k'-s of v.ahic than that ? " and the old 
man answered, “I haac said what is with me.'" Th'.ii quoth 
the king to him, “Incited, the outer .•^emblancc theieof is like 
Ih.at of the other pearl; why then is it worth hut the half of its 
price ? ’’ and quoth the old ni.an," Yts, but it.s inward is corrupt." 
Asked the mcrcliant, “ Muih .a pearl then an inward and .an out¬ 
ward ? " and the Shaykh answtied, “ Yea ! In its inteiior is n 
teredo, a boring wot nr, but the other pearl is sound and secure 
against bic.akage," The rntrch.anl continued, “ Give us ajiproof 
of this thy Know ledge and confirm to us the truth of thy s,n mg "; 
and the old man rejoined, “ We wall hi oak it: .an I pro\c a bar, 
hetc IS my head, and if 1 speak sooth, thou will have lost thy 


I See tti!i concluM''!! of t!ie story. 
s le , I ii.i'C said my wy. 
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pearl ”; and the merchant said, “ I agree to that." So they brake 
the pearl and it was even as the old man had declared, to wnt, m 
the heart of it was a boimg worm. The king marvelled at what 
he saw and questioned him of how he came by the knowledge of 
this. The Shaykh replied, “ O king, this kind of jewel is engen¬ 
dered in the belly of a creature called the oyster ^ and its origin is 
a drop of ram and it resisteth the touch and groweth not warm 
whilst hent m hand^: so, when its outer coat became tepid to my 
touch, I knew that it harboured some living thing, for that things 
of life thnve not save in heat.” Therefore the king said to the 
cook, “ Increase his allowance” ; and the Chef appointed to him 
fresh rations. Now some time after this, two merchants pre¬ 
sented themselves to the king with two horses, and one said, 
“ I ask a thousand ducats for my horse,” and the other, “ I seek 
five thousand ducats for mine.” Quoth the cook, “ We are now 
familiar with the old man’s just judgment; what deemeth the 
king of fetching him ? ” So the king bade fetch him, and when 
he saw the two horses,® he said, “ This is worth a thousand and 
that two thousand ducats." Quoth the folk, “ This horse thou 
misjudgest is evidently a thoroughbred and he is younger and 
faster and compacter of limb and finer of head and clearer of 
colour and skin than the other ”; presently adding, “ What 
assurance hast thou of the sooth of thy saying ” ■- And the old 
man said, “ This ye state is true, all true ; but his sire is old and 
this other is the son of a young horse. Now, when the son of an 
old horse standeth still a-breathmg, his breath returneth not to 
him and his rider falleth mto the hand of him who followeth after 
him; but the son of a young horse, an thou put him to speed and 
after making him run, alight from him, thou wilt find him, by 
reason of his robustness, untired.” Quoth the merchant, “ ’Tis 
even as the Shaykh avoucheth and he is an excellent judge.” 
And the king said, “ Increase his allowance.” But the Shaykh 
stood still and did not go away; so the king asked him, “ Why 
dost thou not go about thy business ? ” and he answered, “ My 
business is ivith the king.” Said the king, “Name what thou 
wouldest have,” and the other replied, “ I would have thee 

1 Arab " Al-Mutabattil,” usually = one vho forsakes the world The 
Jvatarat al-Na\san or ram-drops m the month Naj'san (Apnl) produce pearls 
when falling into the o>ster-sheIls and poison in the serpent’s mouth The 
allusions to them are innumerable in Persian poetry, and the idea gives nse to 
a host of moralities more or less msipid 

2 This IS the genera! idea concemmg the diamond in all countries where 
the gem is dug, but I nev er heard it of the pearl 

3 Arab " F.irai " properly a mare, but the writer begins by using the 
femmme, and then emp. ys the masculine It is an abommable text 


Tit Till' ff t; e tt’l.t itntifii tit Qniriftsurit r>/ Tiinzs. i.}i 

nic of the quintopfcnco of men, oven ns thou linst 
qut “-ti siei! me of the quintc-rence of linr'-es." Quoth tlic kinq, 
“ \Vc hn\o no oecnsion to qiic'-Uon thee thetcof" ; but quoth the 
old mnn, " I h.i\e ocenMon to acquaint thee.” “ S.ny wlt.nt limn 
wilt," tejoitud the Ituut. and the SInykh s.nui, “\Vniy, the kinjj; fs 
the ‘on of .1 luker.” Cned the kinj;, “ How .and wheicby kcunest 
tlioti tint f ” and tlm' Siinykii replied, " Know, O kin(,q that I h.ave 
examined into dojircn, and chi;5ntici5’ and inne liarncd this.” 
Thi'tcupcin the l.inj: wtmt in to ids motlier .atid .asleil her anenl 
his rirc, .and she told lum th.it the king her lunhand le.as 
impotiin’; “ So," quoth she, “ I fc.ircd for tlie l,ingdoni, lest it 
pnsc .au.ay .after his death; rvhtrefore I yielded iny person to a 
yeung man, a h,d:»,r, and con'’ci\cd by Inm and bare.aman-chdd’; 
.and the hinc'-!np came into the. h.and of rny .son, that is, thjself." 
So the king returned to the Sitaykh .and said to him, “ I am 
indeotl the 'on of .a baker; so do thou e'.ponml to me the mc.ins 
whereby thou knev\c;d me for this.” Quoth the. other, “ I knew 
that, l..ad't thou been the son of a king, thou atouldsl hare gifted 
me avith things of price, such as rubies anti the like; .and avert 
thou tlie son of a Karl, thou hatlst given iar;;i's=e of .a dirham or 
two dirhams, and wert thou tlie son of any of the merchants, thou 
h.adst rrnen me nuichcl tjf inoner. Hut I saw that thou 
iH'Sitiwitisl upon me naught save tv.o bannocks of bread and other 
r.ition.s, whi-refote I knew thee to be the son of a baker", and 
quoth the kang, " I'liou hast hit the m.arlc.” Then he g.ave him 
wt.dlb galore and advanced him to high estate. The tale afore¬ 
said ple.a^rd King Shah Ikakht and he ni.aricdled thereat; but the 
W.-wir s.aid to him, " This .story is not str.anger than that of the 
Rich.trd v.-ho married bis be.iutiful d.nighicr to the poor Sh.aikb." 
The king's mind v..is occupied with the piomi-ed tale .ind he bade 
the \\‘a;nr withdr.iw to his lodging; so he went and abode tlierc 
tile rest of the night and the whole of the following day. 


C{ic Tourtk JUitcfit of tfer ^Ronti). 

Wnr.N the evening evened, tlic king sal private in his sitling- 
cliamber and b ide fetch the \Va 7 ir. When he presented himself 
before him, he taid to him, "TeU me the talc of the Richard." 
The Minister replied, “ I will. Hear, O puissant king, 


j \r,al' "Ua'.-ihna ninn'ln),'* ni.av .al-o iiT-as '•'.latinas and imti’.ions 
(of I’.ic la ■‘■n .It'd pl.mcl') " The ilmibfr ontcadre was probabq intcndi d. 

2 ‘vr'.b •' ^^!ll a piijiuJar werd. mt.inniR ftclde, “tick, .ailing, but 


e'l>eci tile, Vfal. in It rt ■'» 

j tilt, onianal ot itiis late tn King AI-Af "t* Al-Maa’tidi, chap 


xlvi. 
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THE TALE OF THE RICHARD WHO MARRIED HIS 
BEAUTIFUL DAUGHTER TO THE POOR OLD MAN." 

A certain rich merchant had a beautiful daughter, rvbo was 
as the full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her 
father betook himself to an old man and spreading him a carpet 
in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and conversed and 
caroused with him^ Then said he to him, ** I desire to marry 
thee to my daughter.” The other drew back, because of his 
poverty, and said to him, “ I am no husband for her nor am 
I a match for thee.” The merchant was urgent udth him, 
but he repeated his answer to him, saying, “ I will not consent 
to this till thou acquaint me with the cause of thy desire for 
me. An I find it reasonable, I will fall m udth thy wish ; and if 
not, I will not do this ever.” Quoth the merchant, “ Thou must 
know that I am a man from the land of China and was in my 
youth well-favoured and well-to-do. Now I made no account 
of womankind, one and all, but followed after youths,^ and 
one night I saw, in a dream, as it were a balance set up, and 
hard by it a voice said, ‘This is the portion of Such-an-one.’ 
I listened and presently I heard my own name; so I looked and 
behold, there stood a woman loathly to the uttermost; whereupon 
I awoke in fear and cried, ‘ I will never marry, lest haply this 
fulsome female fall to my lot.’ Then I set out for this city rvith 
merchandise and the journey was pleasant to me and the sojourn 
here, so that I took up my abode in the place for a length of time 
and gat me fnends and factors. At last I sold all my stock-in- 
trade and collected its price and there was left me nothing to 
occupy me till the folk^ should depart and I depart with them. 
One day, I changed my clothes and putting gold into my sleeve, 
sallied forth to inspect the holes and corners of this city, and as I 
was wandering about, I saw a handsome house: its seemliness 
pleased me; so 1 stood looking on it and beheld a lovely woman 
at the ivindow. When she saw me, she made haste and 
descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I betook myself to 
a tailor there and questioned him of the house and anent whose 
it was. Quoth he, “ It belongeth to Such-an-one the Notary,® 

1 He says this without any sense of shame, coolly as Horace or Catullus 
■wrote 

2 11, of the caraiau with which he came 

3 Arab “ Al-’Adl " In the form of Zu ’adl it = a legal witness, a man 

of good repute, in Marocco and other parts of the Moslem norld ’Adul (plur 
Udul) signifies an assessor of the Kazi, a notary Padre Lerchundy floe cit 
P 345 ) renders it uotano '• 
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God dAHin him ! " I .mdeed, “ Is he her sire ? " anti he anjwcrocl, 
" Vcs.” So I repi!rc<I in q:teat hurry to a man, v.-itli whom I had 
Uecn wont to (lc|vj 5i my yoods for ra'c, and told liim I desired to 
gain acre-''; to Siuh-an-one the Notary. Accordingly he 
a'-.s-tmhltd his fritnds and we h.tnok ourselves to the Notary’s 
house. When we came in to him, we saluted him and s.at with 
him, and I s-aid to him, “-I come to thee as a suitor, desiring in 
mattiaqc the hand of thy daughter.” He replied, *'I have no 
chiighti r hehlting this manand I rejoined, “Allah aid thee! 
My ilcj-irc i'. for thee and not for her.'” lUil he still refused .and 
his friends viid tta him, " This is an honourable match and a man 
thine equal, nor is it lawful to thee that thou hinder the young 
lady of her go si inch.” Quoth he to them, “She will not suit 
him! ■’ nc\(.nholt is they were inst.ant with him til! at last he said, 
“\'crii%, my tiaughtcr whcniyc reel: ir. p.ss<ing ill-favoured audin 
her arc all btannd qualities of person.” .And 1 said, " I accept her, 
Iheuirh she Ire .as thou saye*t.” Then said the folk, “Katollcd 
l>e Allah 1 Cease wt to t.alk of .a thing sctlkd; so say the word, 
how much wilt thou have to her marriage-scitlcmcnt r " Quoth 
he, “ 1 inurt ha\c four ihou'-aiid stquins"; and ! said, “To hear 
is to ob- y! " Accordin(;Iy the .dfair w,as concluded and we drew 
up the contract of m >rringc and I made the bride-feast; but on 
the wedding-night I beheld a thing* tli.an which never made 
All.’.h Almighty aught more fukoine. Methoiight her folk had 
deaised tins frc.ak by w.ay of fun; so I Innghed and looked for 
rny mistress, aehom 1 had seen at the window, to make her 
appearance; but saw her nor. When the affair was prolonged 
and I found none hut her, I was like to lose my wits for \e\aiion 
and fell to bcsi celling my Lord and lunnbling myself in .supplica¬ 
tion before Him that He would dclncr me from her. When I 
arose in the moining, there came the chamberwotnan and said to 
me, “ Hast thou need of thclnth*?” 1 replied,“No"; and she 
asked, “ Art thou for breakfast ?” J5ul I still answered " No”; 
and on thi.s wise I .abode three days, tasting neither meat nor 
dnnk. When the young wom.an my wife s.iw mo in this plight, 
she .said to me, “ O man, tell me thy tale, for, by .Mlah, if I m.ay 
tfl'cct thy dehvcr.ance, I will assuredly further thee thereto." 1 
g,a\e car to her speech and put faith in her sooth and acquainted 
her with the adventure of the damsel whom I h.ad seen at the 


1 1 r. 1 vouW marry Ihy d.ai'gtiti'r, not only for her ov,n E.ale, but for 
aliianci- '.Mt!) tb> fainil) 

; I f , ihe bndc't. I.icc. 

3 The Gbu’.! or eomji'ctc abliuion after coiv.ummalion. 
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■mndow and how I had fallen in love wth her; whereupon 
quoth she, “An that girl belong to me, whatso I possess is 
thine, and if she belong to my sire, I vnll demand her of him 
and detain her from him and dehver her to thee.” Then she 
fell to summoning hand-maid after hand-maid and showng them 
to me, till I saw the damsel whom I loved and said, “ This is 
she.” Quoth my wife, “ Let not thy heart be troubled, for this 
IS my slave-girl, hly father gave her to me and I give her to 
thee*' so comfort thyself and be of good cheer and of eyes cool 
and clear.” Then, when it was night, she brought the girl to me, 
after she had adorned her and perfumed her, and said to her, 
“ Cross not this thy lord in aught and every that he shall seek of 
thee.” When she came to bed with me, I said m myself, 
“ Venly, this my spouse is more generous than I! ” Then I sent 
away the slave-girl and drew not near her, but arose forthwith 
and betaking myself to my -wife, lay with her and abated her 
wrgimty. She conceived by me, and, accomphshing the time of 
her pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little daughter; in whom 
I rejoiced, for that she was beautiful exceedingly, and she hath 
inherited her mother’s sound sense and the comehness of her sire. 
Indeed, many of the notables of the people have sought her of me 
in wedlock, but I would not wed her to any, because I saw in a 
dream, one night, that same balance set up and men and women 
being therein weighed, one against other, and meseemed I saw 
thee and her and the voice said to me, ‘ This is such a man, the 
portion of such a woman.“ ’ Wherefore I knew that Almighty 
Allah had allotted unto her none other than thyself, and I choose 
rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than that thou shouldst 
marry her after my death.” When the poor man heard the mer¬ 
chant’s story, he became desirous of wedding his daughter • so he 
took her to wife and was blessed of her ivith exceeding love. 
“Nor” (continued the Wazir), “is this story on any wise 
stranger or this tale rarer than that of the Sage and his three 
Sons.” When the king heard his Minister’s story, he was 
assured that he would not slay him and said, “ I mil have 
patience with him, so I may get of him the story of the Sage and 
his three Sons.” And he bade him depart to his own house. 


1 Thus the girl was made lawful to him as a 
ladje," whose good heart redeemed her ill-looks 

2 Meaning the poor man and his own daughter 


concubine bj the " loathly 
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Wni'N’ ihf cvi'niiii: evened, the Icing ‘.nt private in his chatnher 
and bsiints'i'ining the War.ii, requited of him the promised story. 
So Al-Knit\v.nn said," Hear, O king, 

THE TALE OF THE SslGE AND HIS THREE SONS.^" 

There w.as once a Sage of th.e sigcs, v,]io had three tons 
attd s.ins’ ir'^nc, and \\h<n lluy waxed many .and their seed 
multip’icd, thetf ItofcJl dissen’-ion hctv.een them. So ho 
a'-oniblid them and 'v,nd to them, “ I>e ye smele handed 
ao.dusl aii o'heis and despise not one another lest the foil: 
de'ri'-c yv>ii, and knovv that your ca^-o is tiic ca^e of the man 
and the rop" which he cut easily,-nlscn it was single; then iie 
donl'itd It csnii eruld not cut it: on tin. wi'e is division and 
muon.® And beware Kst yc •'tck help of otli-TS agamsl your 
own s-eKr c or yc will f.iH into perdition, for by whit means 
saever ye win your wish at his Inanii, his word will r.mk higher 
tl'.ui your word. Now 1 have money whirlt I will presently bury 
in a certain place, that it may be a rtore for you .igainst the time 
of your need." Tin n ihe^y left him and dispersed and one of the 
fvons- fdl to Jpyitig upon his sire, so that he .s.uv him hide the 
hoaul outside thecity. When he had nndc an end of Inirymt; it, the 
S.igo returned loins h.ouse; andassoan .as the moniingmorrowcd, 
Ins hon rep.dred to the place where he h.ul seen Ins father bury 
the treasure and dug and took all the wealth lie found and fare'd 
forth. Wlitn the old man felt that dns death‘drew nigh, he 
called lii.s sons to him and acqu.iinted them with the place when 
he had hidden his hoard. .As soon as he w.is dead, they went 
and dug up the treasure and came upon much wealth, for that 
the money, which the first ron had taken singly and by stealth, 
w.as on the surface and he knew not that under it were other 
monies. So tliey carried it off and divided it and the first son 
claimed his .share with tlic rest and added it to that which he h.ad 


1 ;,tr r.wr.'- c!i.ar.r;f3 the Ar.ab title to the far more appropnate htvJine, 
" Story o! tin H*eh M.aii .and Ills ^.a l< ful bon " 'I he ta'e lit am. v. lUi Xsop s 
f.ahl- of the fi. gol, .and conchuhn witli tt c "Heir of I-inpe.'’ in the farious 
beosdi lnll.nl Mr, Clou Uin rtfc's aleo to the IVr un 'I.alo of Miirchhs (t he 
bJ-rowfii! VVarir). to th.e Tort) Verir. (jjrd Stor>) to Ciiilhio and to sundry 
o‘d Im.’l!' h. chap 

2 Arati 1 dr.! w.a‘I-j-.in‘a ” 

3 Ar.iii ''VV.if't" {Kip Used aa dc ith. deceve. departure, tmt coa- 

tainitif; the idt i o! dep-irtinj; to tlie mere) of Aliaii .and " die debt of 

I, ilure " It IS net so ill-omentd a word ju Maut-deith 
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before taken, behind the backs of his father and his brethren. 
Then he married his cousin, the daughter of his father’s brother, 
and was blessed through her with a male-child, who was the 
goodliest of the folk of his time. When the boy grew up, his 
father feared for him poverty and decline of case, so he said to 
him, “ Dear my son, know that dunng my green days I wronged 
my brothers in the matter of our father’s good, and I see thee m 
veal, but, an thou come to want, ask not one of them nor any 
other than they, for I have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a 
treasure, but do not thou open it until thou come to lack thy 
daily bread.” Then the man died, and his money, -which ivas a 
great matter, fell to lus son. The young man had not patience 
to wait till he had made an end of that which was with him, but 
rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was empty and its 
walls were whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging down 
as for a bucket and ten bricks, one upon other, and a scroll, 
wherein was written, “ There IS no help against death; so hang 
thyself and beg not of any, but kick away the bneks with thy 
toes, that there may be no escape for thy life, and thou shalt be 
at rest from the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitter¬ 
ness of beggary.” Now when the youth saw this, he marx’elled 
at that which his father had done and said, “ This is an ill 
treasure.’’ Then he xvent forth and fell to eating and dnnking 
with the folk, till naught was left him and he passed two days 
n ithout tasting food, at the end of w hich time he took a hand¬ 
kerchief and selling it for two dirhams, bought bread and milk 
with the price and left it on the shelf and went out. Whilst he 
was gone, a dog came and seized the bread and polluted the milk, 
and when the young man returned and saw tins, he beat his face, 
and fared forth distraught. Presently, he met a friend, to whom 
he discovered his case, and the other said to him, “Art thou not 
ashamed to talk thus ? How hast thou wasted all this wealth 
and now comest telling lies and saying. The dog hath mounted 
on the shelf, and talking such nonsense ? ” And he reviled 
him So the youth returned to his house, and verily the world 
had waxed black m his eyes and he cried, “ My sire said 
sooth.’ Then he opened the chamber door and piling up the 
bricks under his feet, put the rope about his neck and kicked 
away the bricks and swung himself off; whereupon the rope 
gave way with him and he fell to the ground and the ceiling 
clave asunder and there poured down on him a world of wealth. 
So he knew that his sire meant to chasten him by means of this, 
and he mvoked Allah s mercy on him. Then he got him again 
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ibat v.])ich he !ncl sold of bnds and hoim'-s and v.hal not els- 
and b'c.Uiif once more in tjood c,i<e; lim frit mis aKo rcUun'd 
to him and he entertained them for ctnue time. Then '•nd 
he to them one day, “ Then- wa'i tv.th ii'i bread and the 
1 ice.'ts ate it: so tve set in jts nl see a ston-'. one cvihit losi" 
a’'d She h!.e broad, and the locusts caiiie and nihhled an.iy 
t!)c '.tune, h^canse of the snnil of the brtad.'’ Ouoth one 
of hi;. Si lend.*, (and it ua': he who had triten him the lie con- 
ccrmnit the iWi and the bread and inilh), Man cl not .it 
thi<=, far r.ils and :nicc do niore than that." Tlnrcnnon he 
said, "Get ye home' In the days of niv {Mvcrly I w.is a 
h.as whin 1 told Vuu <>f tlic deij's ininpinf' tipan the slit If and 
t itsn't tin I read and d'-nltn^ the mil!:; and to iliy, btc.aiitc i .>m 
tich ap.Msi, ! t ly i 'lth when 1 teU you tli.il hactists dcaoimd a 
stone ont easbit knit a^fi one cnbit hrnad.’’ Titcy were aha<.!ii d 
by his spenh .ind depattid from him; and the youth's hi 
p:o>ptrial .and his ra-'* was annnded. " Nor" (contimstd the 
\V.>r,ir), " i^ thi'- r-tr-mper or m.'re '.'•ki-ft'en than the story of the 
I'ntiec who fell in love with the Ihitnre." flnotli the hm;r, ?hah 
I’ai.'hl," Haply, an 1 hear this story. I sh.il! pain wisdoni bom 
it; to I will Ji.at hasten in the sl.nmirof lliis Ministtr, nor will I 
tlo him die before t he tlntty tl lys haxe expired." Then ho gate 
him ieaxc to withdraw, and he hied away to his own house. 

Of S-irtfi Jdijht of t&f fllontft. 

Win:; the day .ihstended, and the evening artitcd, the king sat 
pro.ate in Ins chansie'r and, tiimin.'iisnq the Wa.nr, who prt- 
s-.-nted Inni'fU to Inm, questioned him of the story. So the 
Minister said, " I lear, O auspicious king, 

THE TALE OF THE PIHSCIS WHO FELL IN LOVE 
UTJH THE PICTURE.' 

There was once, in a proxince of Persia, a king of the kings, 
who was great of riegiee, a niagmfico, endowed with majesty 
.and girt by soldiery , hut he xv.is childless. Toxvards the end of 
his life, his Lord xonciisafed him a male-cliilci, and that iwy grew 
up and xxas tamely and !e irned all in.mncr of lire. lie ni.idc him 
a private place, which xxas a towering palace, edified xvith 
coloured ninrbks and jewels and paintings. When the Prince 
enteied the p.dnce, he s.iw in its ceiling the picture of a 
niaidcn, than whom he had nexer beheld a fairer of aspect, 
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and she was surrounded by slave-girls; whereupon he fell 
down m a fainting fit and became distracted for love of her. 
Then he sat under the picture till his father came in to him 
one day, and finding him lean of hmb and changed of com¬ 
plexion (which was by reason of his continual looking on 
that picture), imagined that he w'as ill and summoned the 
sages and the leaches, that thej' might medicine him. He also 
said to one of his cup-companions, “ An thou canst learn what 
aileth my son, thou shalt have of me the white hand.'” There¬ 
upon he went in to him and spake him fair and cajoled him, 
till he confessed to him that his malady was caused by the 
picture. Then the courtier returned to the king and told him 
what ailed his son, whereupon he transported the Prince to another 
palace and made his former lodging the guest-house; and whoso 
of the Arabs was entertained therein, him he questioned of the 
picture, but none could give him tidings thereof, till one day, 
when there came a wayfarer who seeing the picture, cried, 
“ There is no god but the God • hly brother painted this 
portrait.” So the king sent for him and questioned him of 
the affair of the picture and where was he who had painted it. 
He replied, “ 0 my lord, we are two brothers and one of us went 
to the land of Hind and fell in love with the Indian king’s 
daughter, and 'tis she who is the original of the portrait. He is 
M ont in ever}' city he entereth to limn her likeness, and I follow 
him, and longsome is my way.” When the king’s son heard this, 
he said, “Needs must I travel to this damsel.” So he took all 
manner rare store and nches galore and journeyed days and 
nights till he entered the land of Hind, nor did he reach it save 
after sore travail. Then he asked of the King of Hind who 
also heard of him, and minted him to the palace. When the 
Prmce came before him, he sought of him his daughter in 
marriage, and the king said, “ Indeed, thou art her match, but 
there is one objection, to wit, none dare name a male before her 
because of her hate for men.” So he pitched his tents under 
her palace iinndows, till one day of the days he gat hold of a girl,, 
one of her favourite slave-girls, and gave her a mint of money. 
Quoth she to him, “ Hast thou a need ? ” and quoth he, “ Yes, ’ 
and presently acquainted her with his case; when she said, 
“ In very sooth, thou puttest thyself in peril ” Then he tarried, 
flattering himself with false hopes, till all that he had iwth him 
i\ as gone and the servants fled from him; whereupon he said to 


lie, gifts and presents See i o! lii night ccci u 
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c!?-,- in ^^hn!n lie tmctcfi, •' I nin to ropiir to iny conniry 

md fetch A\hnt nny $ufncc me cind rcinrn hither." Th.a other 
.inhered, ‘‘*Tm for thee to i>id;tc." So they Fct out to return, 
i'tst the v.-.-iy Io>i" to (Iicm and ai! that tiie Prince had v.ith 
him v.M'; <;p:nt and hi': (ampmy died and tlicir abode but one 
M-ith him ^^hnm he loaded with the little that remained of the 
victual nrd they left the rcat and fired on. Then there came 
(lilt a lion and deaoiircd the servant, and the kind’s son found 
iiijnstlf .">!one. He went on, till his hackney .stood .still, where- 
iipan lie left it and v.all.ed till his feet swelled Piesently he 
r.ame to s’>c land of the Tinks,« and he iiakfd, hiin"ry, nor haainft 
with him .aiijtilt but soniewbat of jewels, bound about his fore¬ 
arm.* So he went to the b.ar-ir of the goldsmith.s and cailiny one 
of the brokcr.s j^avc him the j;ems. The bro^ or looked and 
rceim: two (treat lubu*", said to him, '* I'oilow m''-." Accordimtly, 
he lolloaved him, till he briniuht him to a gohlMnitli, to whom he 
(jaae the jewels, sajim,', '* Piiy these." lie asked, “Whence 
hadst thoii the ^ " and the broker ans.vfred. “ The- \uutli i.s 
the owner of Ihem." Then said liic guldsnntli to the Prince, 
“Whence liadst thou the c nthics ? ” and he told him .til lliat 
had be.killi'n hun and {)r>t he was a kinjt's son. Tiie (tohlsmith 
sat astounded at his adacntuies and bouelil of him the rubies 
for a thoufand }<o!d piect's. 'I iten said t!ic Prince to Iiim, 
“ liiqnip thj.reif to f;o with me to my countrj.” So he made 
le.adyancl went avitli him till the kiint’s son drew near the frontiers 
of his siroks Iciticdom, where the pcsaple received liim with most 
bonour.able reception and sent to acquaint his fatlier v. ith his son's 
amv.d. Ttif kim.; came out to uitcl him and they entreated the 
"oldsmith with se-'pcct .and r<;;aid. The Prince abode .awhile 
with his sjrf, then set out, lie .and the “oldsmilh, to rctuim to the 
countij, of the fair one, the d.im^hter of the kiti" of Hind; but 
there ni"t him highwaymen by the way and he fought the sorc.st 
of fight.s and w.is s-Iam. The goldsmith buried iiim and set a 
mark* on his gi.avc .and returned to Ids own country sorrowing 


1 1 f, li!sc-.niars, yweatij c-al'erl Sel-Vn, (or winch wc %o! u night 
Usx-.ei 

a In my Pitennnre (1 3S). I toak frori ?»tr Gallons. Art of Tra\cl. the 
Mea of opriiitu; with a lanrct ih.'- shouhler or other fie lu n irt of tl’o body and 
inserting into It a jirtc-ous !.tone This w.aa lmIncn^ely e.cridtd by not a few 
including one v ho, thenajoiing man from the country, jirc tatlj becaame a 
C.’b'.ncl Munster Bcspire their omniscience, however, (he "dodge" is 
fr'-qucntlj pr.actiwd 

3 Ar.ib "’Alam," a pile of stones, a flag or some such Landmark. Tie 
reader will find ihetn descnlicd in "Ihe Land of Midian," i gS, .and passim. 
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and distraught, ^^'ithout telling anj' of the Prince’s \dolent death. 
Such -was the case of the king’s son and the goldsmith, but as 
regards the Indian king’s daughter of -whom the Prince ivent in 
quest and on whose account he was slain, she had been wont to 
look out from the topmost terrace of her palace and to gaze on 
the youth and on his beauty and loveliness; so she said to her 
sla\ e-girl one day, “ Out on thee ! What is become of the troops 
which were camped beside my palace ’ ” The maid replied, 
“ They were the troops of the youth, son to the Persian king, 
who came to demand thee in wedlock, and weaned himself on 
thine account, but thou hadst no ruth on him." Cned the 
Princess, “ Woe to thee ' Why didst thou not tell me ? ’’ And 
the damsel replied, “ I feared thy fur}'.’’ Then she sought an 
audience of the king her sire and said to him, “ By Allah, I will 
go m quest of him, even as he came in quest of me ; else should 
I not do him justice as due.” So she equipped herself and setting 
out, traversed the wastes and spent treasures till she came to 
Sistan, where she called a goldsmith to make her somewhat of 
ornaments. Now as soon as the goldsmith saw her, he knew her 
(for that the Prince had talked with him of her and had depictured 
her to him), so he questioned her of her case and she acquainted 
him Muth her errand, whereupon he buffeted his face and rent his 
raiment and hove dust on his head and fell a-weeping Quoth 
she, “• Why dost thou all this ? ’’ And he acquainted her with 
the Prince’s case and how he was his comrade and told her 
that he \\ as dead, whereat she grieved for him and faring on to 
his father and mother, acquainted them with the case. There¬ 
upon the Prince’s father and his uncle and his mother and the 
lords of the land repaired to his grave and the Princess made 
mourning over him, erjung aloud She abode by the tomb a 
whole month; then she caused fetch painters and, bade them 
limn her likeness and the portraiture of the king’s son. She also 
set down in wnting their story' and that which had befallen them 
of penis and afflictions, and placed it, together with the pictures, 
at the head of the grave, aud after a little, they departed from 
the spot. “Nor ’ (continued the Wazir), “is this stranger, 
O king of the age, than the storj' of the Fuller and his Wife and 
the Trooper and what passed between them.” With this the 
king bade the ^Iinister hie away to his lodging, and when he 
arose m the morning, he abode his day in his house. 
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At the 1 isv^ ?.il in hii v,ontc>.l reil and s-endm;; for the 

Waeii, to hint, “Tell j»c the ';loi\ of the Fullei and his 

Wih." Tile Minuter rcplicth “With joy and pnodly giocl” 
So he came hnw.ird and siid, “ Hear, O hing of the age, 

•an: talk of the fuller and ms v.tfk and 

THE TROOFERl" 

i h'u- w.T'. diue in a city of th.e chic? a r\omen fair of f.noiir, 

v. iiotif - 1 . t.) lo\t r A tr-s'per Might, llci luish'uid ua? a fnlier, and 
V hui !v v.iiit out to hi? Mori;, the trooper iu,ed to come to her 
."id tarry v.itli he- till the time of the fuller's ictiirn, when he 
'• 0 . 1 ?! iM av,,iy. Ah'r this fishion they ahjJe av.h>le, till one 
d.’v the ticopT said to hi? !!i'sir,-s>, “ I nie.m to take me a teiic- 

lit {i >'•,■ to tliii'c tiiui ilig a S.nd, h-,s''ntt/-rra!!i from my house 
to tiiy 5s''if and, dn ih.ou s.iy to tiiy 'jniu-t’.—Nlc sj^i.js hath been 
all ■■■it with her l;v.'-ln:'d .'‘nd nmo. th-y have iitnrnel finni their 
ts.ivcl ; and 1 have m.ulc In r hmii'' her df in my nc’irhbonrl'ood, 
in nrdtr that 1 iiuy foregather v.ith Ikt at all imn 1 So go thou 
to Inr m.tJc the !;oij',r .and olTr him thy ware'- for sale, .iiid 
thsii wdt se'* my 'ister w.th him and wilt ?■■•; th.it she 1.? 1 
and 1 atn v.iihoiil a doubt. Nov., .\l!ah, .Ml.th,'go to my 
-astei'*'..]!!! Ininl aiid gi'.e' car to tint vvhieii he shall ?.iy to thee." 
.S > t'ne iri/C'p'T biin.e*!n h»»i a hfajs'* nert h.and and made therein 
a tunnel abuttmi; npjn his mistress'? lio'is,, When he had 
.'.i-i iijiiplislu d in? .'iffiii, tile- wife b<spoke In i luisbind as her 
h-v'.r h.'d Ic'.a.iud lur .uid he went out to go to tlie troapei's 
t>(uu-e. I'l’t turned bird, by the vv.av, v.luicupoii s.ud she to him, 
“ Ity AH ill, i;0 at once, for my sister .islmth of thee.” The fool 
of .1 full'r went out and mido for the tro ip-r'? house, \v!iil«-t his 
wife fmevwnt Iiim tlu'thcr In the- umh'-ground pT-sT.;e, and gu.ng 
up. s.’.t down I'iskIo the ‘-oldici her lein.in. Pie-eiitly, the fuller 
mlcted .and s.dutid the- tto -per and sikimed to iiisov.n wife and 

w. i? c'^nfoundul at the coincidence of the rase.' 'i lien, doubt 

j Mr Cktii'lnp r<f-r. to dw “Milt . Gtuno.u?” (I’lwiiu.). to “Otla'vio 
I'w.-'11'.vtf*” of J>r:n (the r of O.e Ktnj; of the O .!,ai,t Isle .I; to tti" 

• s '.ta Wx'.^ Mii'-r.’’ ("The Two iJrcti't--' or "The Crafij Kiiij;ht of 
n.ir!.;ir> '), to fits Boat of biinhlntJ. p 311 if . to Mis. Ihi'h’s Toll-Loro 
ot iuVif j) a /) ("Tl r Gr.ac'^ of the Hiuichhai'!. "). to Prof Cr.aae ) " lt.vliAn 
Popular T .•■!' p 107, and " Thel.lopnnent." from Purs's Sicilian collection 

c In M 'n of itiijutK nee; ''I>v'k - harp' " 

3 < r-. ill" u-cmhlaiicc of the suppared •.i.tcr to lus wife This 1? a 
ir'.’iaulfe of K'lnnr al-Zam'in. 
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befalling him, be returned in haste to his dwelling; but she 
preceded him by the Sardab to her chamber and donning her 
wonted clothes, sat awaiting hira and said to him, “ Did I not 
bid thee go to my sister and greet her husband and make friends 
noth them ? ” Quoth he, ** I did this, but 1 misdoubted of my 
afiair, when I saw his wife" ; and quoth she, “Did I not tell thee 
that she faioureth me and I her, and there is naught to dis¬ 
tinguish between us but our clothes ? Go back to her and 
make sure.” Accordingly, of the hearaiess of his wit, he believed 
her, and returning on his way, went in to the trooper; but she 
had foregone him, and when he saw her by the side of her lover, 
he began looking on her and pondering. Then he saluted her 
and she returned him the salam; and when she spoke he was 
clean bewildered. So the trooper asked him, “ \\’hat aileth thee 
to be thus ? ” and he answered, “ This woman is my urife, and 
the speech is her speech." Then he rose in haste and, returning 
to his own house, saw his udfe, who had preceded him by the 
secret passage. So he went back to the trooper’s house and 
found her sitting as before; whereupon he was abashed in her 
presence and seating himself in the trooper’s sitting-chamber, ate 
and drank with him and became drunken and abode senseless all 
that day till nightfall, when the trooper arose and, the fuller’s 
hair being long and flowing, he shaved off a portion of it after the 
fashion of the Turks,^ clipped the rest short and clapped a 
Tarbush on his head. Then he thrust his feet into walking- 
boots and girt him with a sword and a girdle and bound about 
his middle a quiver and a bow and arrows. He also put some 
silvers in his poke, and thrust into his sleeve letters-patent 
addressed to the governor of Ispahan, bidding him assign to 
Rustam Khamartrikani a monthly allowance of an hundred 
dirhams and ten pounds of bread and five pounds of meat and 
enrol him among the Turks under bis commandment. After 
which he took him up and carrying him forth, left him in one of 
the mosques The fuller ceased not sleeping till sunrise, when 
he awoke and finding himself in this plight, misdoubted of his 
affair and fancied that he -was a Turk and fell a-putting one 
foot forward and drawing the other back. Then said he m him- 


1 This leanng a long lock upon the shaven poll is a verj’ ancient practice ■ 
we nna it amongst the old Egyptians For the Shushah or top-knot of hair, 
seevpl 1 night It is differently worn in the several regions of the Moslem 
world' the Maroccans of the Rif counlty grow it not on the pole but on one 
side of the head As a rule, howexer, it is confined to boys, and is shaved 
off at puberty. '' 
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'* ] v.iil -ro to rny dwcllhif^, and if my wife know me. then am 
I Ahmad the hdUr; hut an ‘-he Know me not, I .am .i Tuilc." So 
hchete'!, himt-clf to ins hou^-e; hut when wife, the camnint,' 
wntah. ‘nxv Im.i, vhe cried out in tns f.sce. f-aymer, “ Wliither now, 
O tfeoi-i-j ; WiU thou hri'.ik into the hou';e of Ahmad the fiilhr, 
and he ,a mm of repute, h.avinj,' ,a iirother-in-! iw a Turk, a man 
of raid, with tlic SuU.an ? An thou depatt not, I will aeciuaint 
my huilnnd .ami hcwdl requite thee th\ deed ’ When he fu.md 
her Wi>rd‘-. the dteits of htn drink wohhled m ids htam and he 
f.mcicd tint he w.ts indeed .1 Turk So he went out fiom her 
and putting; his hand to hi*. Mi e\c, found therein a wnt and yn\c 
1 ; to one wlio toad it to him. When he licard that which was 
in the reted', his mmd was confitmed in ids pliant.isy; hut he 
f-ud to hims'df, ** ytv wife may !>'■ i-ecKimt to pu: .i thc.il on me; 
so J will !,'o to nu fillows thefulleis; ;.nd if tliej lecognise 
me i!''t, th-n am I fm sure Khaunrtakatd the 'rmic.’' So he 
hctu )K hinistIf to the fulkrsand wlrnn tiny espied him afar olf. 
they thuU'du tint he was rc.diy Khanvut-d.-mi or one of tin 
Ttnks, who US! d to rend their a.ashim' to them without paynunt 
end iii\r them tie'.'er .1 .-tucr. Now they ii.id roinpi.iniui of 
llitni nforitimc to the Sultan, and lie s.iid, " If any one of the 
'JhirK; eoiim to you, pelt him with iitones," Acrnuiim;ly, when 
they s-aw the fuller, they fell upm him with slicks and stones 
and p'dted him ; whereupon quoth he, “ \Tnly, I am .i Turk and 
1 new it not." Then he took of the dirhams in his pouch and 
l/ou"ln him virlmd for the way and hired a hackney and set out 
for I-pall in. !ea\ imr his wife to (he trooper. “ Nor," continued 
the \V;wir, " is tins strangfr than the story of the Mcichant .rnd 
the Crone and the Kins;.’' The Minister’s tale pleased Kiiif; 
Shah IKakhl tmd Ins heart edave to the story of the merchant and 
the old wom.in ; ‘•o he hade .M-Kahw.in withdraw to Ins lodgiiv^, 
.and he went -away to his house and ahode tlierc the neat d.iy till 
lie sliould he summoned to the pri scnce. 


Cri)t Cisljib Jhfffjt Df tf)t ^Hontli. 

Wnrn the t\cnmg evened, the King s.il private in his chamber 
and hade fetch the W’.aTjr, wlio presented himself before him, and 
the king required of him the slorys So the \Va?ir answered, 
Whth love and gladness. Hear, O King, 
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THE TALE OF THE MERCHANT, THE CRONE, AND 
THE KING." 

There was once a family of affluence and distinction, in a 
city of Khorasan, and the townsfolk used to envy them for that 
which Allah had vouchsafed them. As time went on, their 
fortune ceased from them and they passed away, till there 
remained of them but one old woman. When she grew feeble 
and decrepit, the townsfolk succoured her not with aught, but 
thrust her forth of the city, sayrng, •' This old woman shall not 
neighbour with us, for that we do good to her and she requiteth 
us with ewl.'" So she took shelter in a ruined place and strangers 
used to bestow alms upon her, and in this way she tarried a length 
of time. Now the king of that city had aforetime contended for 
the Itingship with his uncle’s son, and the people disliked the 
Icing, but Allah Almighty decreed that he should overcome- 
his cousin. However, jealousy of him abode in his heart and 
he acquainted the Wazir, who hid it not and sent him money. 
Furthermore, he fell to summoning all strangers ivho came to the 
town, man after man, and questioning them of their creed and 
their goods, and whoso answered him not satisfactorj', he took 
his wealth - Noiv a certain wealthy man of the kloslems was 
wayfaring, wnthout knowing aught of this, and it befell that he 
arrived at that city by night, and coming to the rum, gave the 
old woman money and said to her, “No harm upon thee.” 
Whereupon she lifted up her voice and blessed him: so he set 
down his merchandise by her and abode with her the rest of the 
mght and the next day. Now highivaymen had follorved him 
that they might rob him of his monies, but succeeded not in 
aught, wherefore he went up to the old woman and kissed her 
head and e.xceeded in bounty to her. Then she warned him of 
that w’hich aw'aited strangers entering the town and said to him, 
“ 1 like not this for thee and I fear mischief for thee from these 
questions that the Wazir hath appointed for addressing the 
ignorant.” And she expounded to him the case according to 
Its conditions. then said she to him, “ But have thou no concern: 
only carij' me with thee to thy lodging, and if he question thee of 


1 SuspecliDg her lo be a witch because she was old and poor The same 
was the case in Europe when these unfortunates were burned during the earh 
part of the last centur), aud eien now' the countrj'-folJc are often ready to beat 
or drown them 

2 It is not easj to make sense of this passage especially when the Wazir 
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.''sifilit env-nintkn!, %\hiht I nm with thoc, T will t-xpcmul the 
ui tliw'.*' Sn he cnr.utl the clone with him to the cily 
ami k'.hrtti her in hi'; hxlirmtr .tn>} mtrc.itccl her honmir.nhh. 
5'’u>nitly, the Wnrir heaui of the merchant's cominy:; so he sent 
to him nnd Intle Ininy him to his home and t.ill ov! with him 
•iwir'e cf fus luivils and of v.*h;il‘-cj had hef.dlcn him Iheicm, and 
the nurcinnt answtrtd his qncties. Timn said the Minister, 
“I will put cest.dn rriticai questions to tliee, which an thou 
auvi.tr me, 'twill he well for line." and the mercli.inl rose and 
m Vile him rm .aivw.cT. <"iuo'.h tin Warn, “ Whu i' the wtiyht of 
th.e '.liph ml ? " Tim nur^h.im w.as pirpiesed .md u-tmiicd him 
no rtply, I’-uiny himself up fo: lost; how.ter, at hmi he s.aid, 
'‘tfi.nl me llirc” d iv of delay." 'I'iie Miii'^-tei yr.mtid him 
th- tniu lit ‘ ludil am! In. niuined to Ins loisuniy .ind icl.iteii 
wliit Lad pivd to the. old Wfin.m, who s.iiJ, “When the 
nmriuw toiretli, po to the Wirir .uid siy to him, M.dm a ship 
.and l.oinch it on the rea am! put in it .m < lepli.iiu, and when it 
‘.•’L.th in liic water, mar!; the p!.i>t wlieicmitu th • water ijsetii 
'! i.e.'i tahe out tlic el-phant .uid c.as; in ••.ones in its pl.tce, till 
the .siiiji tin), to th.at rame mark; wlmriimin do thou t.aKe out 
tlie stmi '.‘1 atid wimh tliein and tlion wilt pri'nitli. know the 
Wi’-yhl of tJic ehiihint.'" Aecordinyly, whin lie nicsi’ 1:1 the 
nu'rnini.', he a.'cnl to the W.i.’ii .and leptsded to him that which 
the old wom.an hr-d t.aueli! him; whereat the Minister man ellul 
am! said to him, “ \k hat saaced thou of a man, who seeth in hk 
liome four liok-s, and m e.ich hole a riptr ofitiiny to sdlyont 
U{ on him and shy him, .and in his house .are- four sticks, and 
c.-'ch hole iiiP) not he stopped but with the ends of two sticks’ 
How. then, shall ho sto]) all the* holi.s .md delnor himself fiom 
the aipiT'.?" Wiieti tlmnurciiant lie.aid this, there befe'Il him 
such concern that it p.irred him foipel the first and ho said to th 1 
M'.i/'r, “ Grant me de-k.y, so 1 m.iy r< fleet on the reply *'; and 
tin Minister cried, “Go out, and lirinp me the answer, ot I 
wdl'-cr/c th\ inmncs." The merchant faied forth and returnid 
to tlie old woin.an who, seciny him ehani'ed of compicMon, said 
to him, “ What did Ids lioarmoss ask thee ?'' So he accpiaintcd 
lier with the cam. and she cried, “ l-'c.ar not; I wall bring tlue 
forth of this strait." <hioth ho, “ .\il.ah requite time with we.d!" 
Then tpiolh she-, “ Tn-iuoirow- go to him with a stout heart .uid 
^iv ;—'I he answer to tli.at a.hcrcof thou aalcctli me is this. Put 
the heads of two slid s into one of tlic holes; then take tlie other 

5 Thi-i 1 -' a rtchmf.'f of the S.amlal-Wood .Mcrcliant .am! tlio Stanar. 
Vol V, III;;!)! tltiii 
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Irvvo sticks und lny ttvcin across tlic niiddlc of the first two cind 
stop with their two heads the second hole and with their ferrules 
the fourth hole. Then take the ferrules of the first two sticks 
and stop with them the third hole’” So he repaired to the 
Wazir and repeated to him the answer; and he marv'elled at its 
justness and said to him, “Go; by Allah; I will ask thee no 
more questions, for thou wdth thy skill marrest my foundation.^” 
Then be treated him as a friend, and the merchant acquainted 
him with the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth the 
Wazir, “ kfeeds must the intelligent company with the intel¬ 
ligent.” Thus did .this weak woman restore to that man his 
life and his monies on the easiest wise; “ Nor,” continued the 
Wazir, “ is this stranger than the story of the Simpleton 
Husband.” When the king heard this, he said, “How like 
it must he to this our own case 1 ” Then he bade the Minister 
retire to his lodging, so he withdrew and on the morrow he 
abode at home till the king should summon him to his presence. 

Cljc JUintfi filisbt Qf tijc ^“lontli. 

When the night came, the king sat private in his chamber and 
sending after the Wazir, sought of him the story; and he said, 
“ Hear, O august king, 


TJIE TALE OF THE SIMPLETON HUSBANDN' 

There was once in olden time a foolish man and an ignorant, 
w'ho had abounding wealth, and his wife rvas a beautiful W’oman 


r I Jia^e followed lUr Payne's adaptation of the text as he moLes sense, 
V hilst the Arab c doe'i not t suppose lhat the holes are disposed crosswise 

2 i f, thy skill IS so great that thou wilt undennine my authoritj- with 
the king 

3 This famoui tale is first found m a small collection of Latin fables 
{Atlolphi Fahnlre apud I^iser Hist Poet Medii lEvi, p zoo-S), beginning 

Cmcus erat qmdam, cm pnlcra virago, etc 
Phe dale is 1315, ,and Caxton printed it m English in I.JS3, hence it was 
adopted by Boccaccio, Hay \n , Novella g, whence Chaucer’s " ilarchanndes 
Tale '• this, by-the-by, tv as translated by Pope in his sixteenth or set enteenth 
year, and christened "January and May” The same story is inserted m 
La Fontaine (Contes, ho 11, No SJ, "ia Gageure id ticis Ciinmtiis," with the 
normal poiner, and lastly it appears in Wieland's •* Obsron,” canto va , where 
the Fairy King restores the old husband's sight, and Titama makes the 
lover on the pear-tree invisible Mr Clouston refers me also to the I 3 ahar-i- 
Hannsh, or Prune of Knowledge (Scott’s translation, vol 11. 64-6SI "How 
the BriAman learned the Tirrea Bede"; to the Turkish "Kirk Wazir ” (Forty 

to the “ComccdiaLydiffi," 
and to Barbazan s •• Fabliaux et Contes." t. in, p 451, ” La Saineresse,” the 
cupping-woman. 
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\vlio lovt'd a iiand-'Oinc youth. The Cicibhoo used to watch for 
licr husljand’b .ih'-cucc and come to Iut, and on tins wise he 
abjtie a lonj: while. One day of the dats, as the woman was 
clo'-etcd with her hnrr, he said jo hti, “0 im lady and my 
b-'I.,i\i.d, an thou debtro me .and love me, give me possession 
of thy pcs; on and satisfy my need in the presence of thy 
Imslnnd; otherv.'ise I will never again come to thee nor draw 
ne.'.r tine while I live my h*'i,.'' Now she lovtd him with 
tseceding io\e and louid nal suffer his separation an Iiour 
nor could cssdure to ang»r him; :a, when she heatd ins words, 
I’i'c said to him, “ IliMuillah, so be it, m Allah's name, O my 
darli.og .md coiith of iinne cjf,s iniy he not hve who would 
vcv the; (hmth hp, “'I'oda)?" and qiif.th slie, “Yes. i,y 
tliy life," .md m.idc an nppoints-aent v.ith him for this. When 
Iscr husband rame homo, she s.dd to him, “ 1 want to go 
a-plca<uiini:," .nul he ^ lid, “With ail my hiait." bo he went, 
till h'' c. me to a gooilly pl.scc, abounding in vine”, and v.Mlcr, 
whither he- carried her and pilthed her a lent by the side of a 
nil tree'; ami she hetook hers' If to a place alout'-ide the tent 
and ta.ade her llu re a b irdah, m wh-rh she' hid hrr lover, 'i'iun 
raid the to her husband, “ 1 want to climb this trc'e' " ; and he 
said, “ Jdo so." So she cloinh it and when she tame to the tree- 
top, she iiied nut .and slappe'd her face, sajing, “ O thou lecher, 
arc these ihy levdw.iys. r Thou swaarcst f.aith to me* and thou 
lieded." .Slid slie npoated htr speech twice and thrice. Thtn 
she aunc down from the tree and rent her t.umcnt and said, 
“O lecher, an thcbc be thy deahngs with me before my eyes, 
how dost thnn when thou art absent from me?" Quoth he, 
“What .aikth thee?" and quoth she, “J .saw tlice enjoj the 
woman before my vc.-y tye;-.." Cried he, “Not so, by Allah! 
Diit hold thy peace till I go up and rte." So he clomb the tree 
.and no sooner did he begin to do so then out came the lover from 
lus hiding-place and taking hold of the woman fell to embracing 
her. When the husband came to the top of the tree, he looked 
and beheld a man po' scssing his wife; so he called out, “ O 
whore, what doings .ire thutc?" .and he made |iastc to come 
down from the tree to the ground. But meanwhile the lover 
had letiirned to his hiding-place and his wife asked him, “ What 
sawest thou? "and he.answered, “I saw .a man do an ill deed with 
ihec." ]3ut she said, “ Thou lifst; thou sawest naught and sa>st 
this only by way of phantasy." The same they did tlnce sevci.al 


I In il'i' nuroiuan verv ons ii is ahi.ay. .a 
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times, and every time he clomb the tree the lover came up 
out of the underground place and enjoyed her, whilst her 
husband looked on and she still said, “ Seest thou aught, O liar ? ’’ 
“ Yes,” would he answer, and came down in haste, but saw no 
one and she said to him, “ By my life, look and speak naught but 
sooth ' ” Then he cried to her, “ Arise, let us depart this place, 
for ’tis full of'Jinn and Marids.^” Accordingly, they returned to 
their house and nighted there, and the man arose in the morning, 
assured that this was all but phantasy and fascination. And so 
the lover won his wicked will. “Nor, O king of the age,” con¬ 
tinued the Wazir, “ is this stranger than the story of the King 
and the Tither.” When the king heard this from the Mmister, 
he bade him go away, and he went. 

GTljc (tTcntf) liJictl&t of tijc ;fflontl). 

When it was eventide, the king summoned the Wazir and sought 
of him the story of the King and the Tither, and he said, “ Hear, 
O k-ing, 

THE T.ALE OF THE UNJUST KING AND THE TITHER." 

There ivas once a king of the kings of the earth, who divelt 
in a flounshing city, abounding in good; but he wronged its 
people and entreated them foiillj', so that he ruined the city; and 
he ivas named naught else but tyrant and oppressor. Now he 
was wont, whenas he heard of a violent man in another land, to 
send after him and lure him with lucre to take service with him; 
and there ivas a certain Tither, rvho exceeded all other Tithers 
in oppression of the people and foul dealing. So the king sent 
after him and when he stood before him, he found him a man of 
mighty fine presence and said to him, “ Thou hast been desenbed 
to me, but I see thou surpasses! the description. Set out to me 
some of thy doings and sayings, so I may be dispensed therewith 
from enquiring into the whole of thy case.” Answered the other, 
“ With all my heart 1 Know, O king, that I oppress the folk and 
people the land, whilst other than I rumeth it and peopleth it 
not ” Now the king was leaning back but presently he sat 
upright and said, “Tell me of this.” The Tither replied, “’Tis 
well. I go to the man whom I purpose to tithe and cozen-him 


I This supernatural agencj, ever at hand and ever credible to Easterns 
males this the most satisfactory version of the world-wide tale 
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and fci;;n to he huMod with ccjt.nn l>u‘;tiRi<s, <^0 that I ^ecliidc 
thcreuith frmn the people; and imatnvhile the jnnn is 
SfjiU'eecd aviih tJjc findti-l of extortion, It!! n.'iitjJu of money is 
h ft him. Then 1 appear and tin y cojiu* in to me and questions 
arise cimccrnmu hnn and I s.iyIndeed. I si .as ordired norse 
than this, for some one (tn.iy-Miah ci!r‘c him!) hath .slandered 
him to tlie Jdim. I’n'smuly I t.vi.c half of his yood and iclnrn 
him the tost pnhhcij hi fore the folk and (iismiss him to Ins 
house, in ;dl imnonr -and ivorslup, and he f'.Tfretli the money 
Totuni'd Ive r.aised hifert; him, wlnM he hk-.s.;th me ami nil 
who are with him alro hloss me. So is u htuitid ahroui in the 
city that I Imic resttired to him his momta and he himself 
notifitth the like, ta the intent lh.it he mix h.ive .a tlmm on 
me for the f.novir due to those who piaif* me. On this wi.se 
1 kfip h.aif Jii;. property. Then 1 .stem to foryit him till the 
year* i’ath pass, d oxar him, when I tend for liim an.I lecali 
to him sonuxxhal of that x'hieli hath l><fd!tn .’fmetimc and 
leqnirc of him somewhat <af money in ses'ret; necordinyly lie 
doth this .and hnsteneth to his house and forxx.aidetli xehat.so 
I hid him, x'iih a eonteiiled hcirt. Then 1 s-tul to .mother 
jii.an, hilwtcn whom and the first is enimty, .tmi lax hanus upon 
him .'“tid feiun to the other man that it 15 lie xvhn hath sl.mderod 
him to the 1 mg .md hath taken the half of h>s gfiorl: and the 
people praii'i- me.’" The King wondend at thm and .it his xxily 
<lealing and clexi r contrivance and made him conlioller of all his 
afTairs .and of his kmedoni and the land xxas placed under his 
goxern.ancc, and he s.dd to him, “T.ake and people.’” One day, 
the 'j'ithe." went out ami .s.i\e an old man, .a woodcutter, and wa'th 
him xiood ; so he said to hnn, “ Ikiy .a dirham tithe for thy load.” 
Ouotii tile Sh.aylch, “Ileliold, thou l.illest me and kiile.st my 
faniilv”; and quoth the Titiicr, “ What ? ^^'iIu kilitth tlic folk?” 
And the oldster answered, "An thou let me enter the city, 1 
shall there sell the load for three dirliam.s, xvliereof I will give thee 
one and buy with the other txvo sdx-er.s xvhat wdl .support my 
family; but, an thou press me for the tithe outside the city, the 
load will .sell hut for one dirh-ani and thou wjlt t.ikc it and 1 .sh.all 


\ xt, till next lttrvr'',t tmu- 

2 Ibt "'AxUsliar," or Tiilier, h mo't impap.ihr in the Xilc-i,alley as in 
W.alts; and lie Ki ni r.ally nitnls lih ill-rcpule Tales conccrnm« ibe \ill.any 
of thi^e extortioners atxiiiml in l:4\pt and S>na The first step in improtc- 
intnt will Iw fo to rcKiilalc the tithes that the peasants may not he .it the. 
mercy of these •'pnhlicans and sinrtrs’'who. however, ran plead that they 
iiave paid highly for appcintinenl to office and must recoup themselves. 

3 Arab •* 'Amniir " - c.atlte to flounxh 
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abide without food, I and my family. Indeed, thou and I in this 
circumstance are lilce unto David and Solomon (on the twain be 
the Peace' ”) “ How so ’ ” asked theTither, and the woodcutter 
answered, “Do thou hear 

THE STORY OF DAVID AND SOLOMON." 

Certain husbandmen once made complaint to David (on 
v/hom be the Peace') against some sheep-owners, whose flocks 
had come down upon their crops by night and had devoured 
them, and he bade value the crops and that the shepherds should 
make good the damage. But Solomon (on whom be the Peace 1 ) 
rose and said, “Nay, but let the sheep be delivered to the 
husbandmen, so they may take their milk and wool, till they 
have recouped the value of their crops; then let the sheep return 
to their owners.” Accordingly David reversed his own decision 
and caused execute that of Solomon, yet was David no oppressor, 
but Solomon’s 3udgment was the ]uster, and he showed himself 
therein better versed in jurisprudence and Holy Law.^ When 
the Tither heard the old man’s speech, he felt ruthful and said 
to him, “ O Shaykh, I make thee a gift of that which is due 
from thee, and do thou cleave to me and leave me not, so haply 
I may get of thee gam which shall do away from me my 
wrongousness and guide me on the path of righteousness.” 
So the old man followed him, and there met him another 
with a load of wood. Quoth the Tither to him, “ Pay me that 
which thou owest me ” ; and quoth he, “ Have patience 
with me till to-morrow, for I owe the hire of a house, and 
1 will sell another load of fuel and pay thee two days’ tithe.” 
But he refused him this and the Shaykh said to him, “ An 
thou constrain him unto this, thou wilt compel him quit thy 
country, because he is a stranger here and hath no domicile , and 
if he remove on account of one dirham, thou wilt forfeit of him 
three hundred and sixty dirhams a year.” Thus wilt thou lose 
the mickle in keeping the liitle.” Quoth the Tither, “Venly® 
will I give him a dirham every month to the rent of his lodging.” 


1 Arab “ Afbab," a better Fakih or theologian. all Moslem law being 
based upon the Koran, the Savings (Hadis) and Doings (Sunnat) of the 
Prophet, and, lastly, the Rasm or immemorial custom of the country pro¬ 
vided that It be not opposed to the other three 

2 If the number represent the days in the Moslem year it should be 354 
(=6 months of 29 days and the rest of 30) 

3 The alTirmatne particle " kad" preceding a verb in the past gives it a 
present and at times a luture signification. 
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Then he v,cnt on nnd pieccnlly there met him ;i third woodcutter 
ruul he i-aid to him, “ Pay thy due”; hut he i-nid, “ I rvd! pay 
liu'c a dirinm, when I enlu tliechy; or t.d,c of me four d.iniks* 
now," Quoth tiie Tithcr, " I wdl not do it," hut the ShayKli 
said to him, " Take of him the four danihs picscntly, for 'lis 
to take and hard to gire hack." K\claiiued the Tithcr, "By 
Allai) 'tis (p'odf " and he aron' nnd hied on, crying out at the top 
of hsn voice .and '=a\ing, “ I ha\c no power this day to do evil,’ ‘ 
Thf n he dofftd his diess and went fotth wandering at a renturc, 
ri’pmtmg unto lu\ Lord. "Kor" {continued the Warir), “m 
this story stranger than that of the Bnhhcr who holiercd the 
Woman and sought refuge with Allah against f.ilhng in with hi; 
like, by rea‘on of her cunning contrivance for herself." When llu: 
king heard this, he s-’id to himself, “ Since the Tithcr repented, 
in cons''f}iienci:. of i)ic woodciittcrT wanitiigs, it hihoreth I leave 
this War.ir on life so I may hear the stiny of the Ivohher and the 
Woman." And he hade .•M-Rahw.in return to Ids lodging, 

(Tke Clcftnth r.f il;r ftterdb. 

Wiir;.* the croiiing came and the king liad taken his seat, he 
etimm'jreil the \\‘a;'ir and required of him the stora' of the 
Kobher and the Woman. Quoth the Miuistci, “ Hear, O kirgg 


THE TALE OF THE ROEBER AHD THE WOHAN." 

A certain J\oii!>.r was a cunning worlmian -and used not 
to steal .aught, till lie had w.isted all that w.as with him ; 
moreosLt, lie sto!*' not from liiv nnghhours, neither companird 
with any of the thiens, for bar lest '•ome one should hclra\ 
him. and his erne hecomo piihhc. .After tins fashion he ahotle 
a great while, in tlonri'.hmg condition, and his secret was 
concealed, till Almiglit} ,\llah decieed that he hrol.c in upon 
a beggar, a poor man whom lie deemed rich. Wlien he gamed 
access to the house, ho found nauglit. whcicat he was wroth, 
and necessity prompted him to wake that man. who lay asleip 
alongside of his wife. So he arou'-'d him and said to him, 
“Show me thy tre.isurc.” Now he had no tiiasure to show ; 


1 A ilatiik. 111'. IV r . ui " Ii'iT’." !•. one a .I'l of a li'-’i un. le , .abnit o i. 
p any fit" 1 . 0 ! u riii'iit i cm 

It v.oiiM mij'Hi’l) UciiU (in I'a'lirn .m.Iu'nce to lica; of .a Tidier bg.i^ 
unaliti. to do .any jwe-ible .amount of \illaRy. 

\OI 1\. 


1. 
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but the Robber believed him not and was instant upon him 
with threats and blows. When he saw that he got no profit 
of him, he said to him, “Swear b}- the oath of divorce* from 
thy wife that thou hast nothing.” So he sware and his wife 
said to him, “Fie on thee 1 Wilt thou divorce me ? Is not the 
hoard buried in yonder chamber ? " Then she turned to the 
Robber and conjured him to be weightier of blows upon her 
husband, till he should deliver to him the treasure, anent which 
he had forsworn himself. So he drubbed him with a gnev'ous 
drubbing, till he carried him to a certain chamber, wherein she 
signed to him that the hoard was and that he should take it up. 
So the Robber entered, be and the husband; and when they vv'ere 
both in the chamber, she loclced on them the door, which was a 
stout and strong, and said to the Robber, “ Woe to thee, O fool I 
Thou hast fallen into the trap and now I have but to cry out 
and the officers of police will come and take thee and thou wait 
lose thy life, 0 Satan J ” Quoth he, “ Let me go forth ”; and 
quoth she, “ Thou art a man and I am a woman; and in thy 
hand is a knife, and I am afraid of thee.” He cried, “ Take the 
knife from me.” So she took it and said to her husband, “ Art 
thou a woman and he a man ? Pain his neck-nape with tunding, 
even as he tunded thee; and, if he put out his hand to thee, I 
will cry out a single ciy' and the policeman will come and take 
him and hew him in two.” So the husband said to him, “ 0 
thousand-homed," O dog, O dodger, I owe thee a deposit’ wherefor 
thou hast dunned me,” And be fell to bashing him grievously 
with a stick of holm-oak,‘ whilst he called out to the woman for 
help and prayed her to deliver him: but she said, “ Keep thy 
place till the morning, and thou shall see queer things.” And her 
husband beat him within the chamber, till he killed’ him and he 
swooned away. Then he left beating him and w hen the Robber 
came to himself, the woman said to her husband, “ O man, this 
house is on hire and we owe its owners much money, and we 
have naught; so how* wilt thou do ? ” And she went on to be- 


1 oath of tnplc diiorce which is, I haie said, irrevocable, and 
the divorcee laaj not be taVen again b) her husband till her tnaniage vvith 
another man (the llustahill of The Nights) has been consummated See 
vol 111 mgbtcclvi 

2 t f, thousandfold cucbold 

3 ^ab •• Wadi’ah "=;lhe Wows which the Robber had given him 

,1, n “Sindiyan" (from the Persian) gen used for the holm-oat, 

^ tu.dc-c<!cctfna, vulgarly termed ile-v, or native oak. and forming an 

other vaneues of Qiurais, as the JfaJlui 

and the Ballut, see Unexplored Syria, 1 6S 

5 Hibermce. 
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speak kirn thus. The Rohber asked, “ And what is the amount 
of the u-nt ? ” The husband answered, "'Tudl be eighty 
dirhams ”: .and the tiucf said, *' I wi!! p.ay this for thee and 
do thou let me go my w.ay." Then the wife ciujuired, “0 man, 
liov.’much dov.eowe the b.akcr and the grtcngiocei ?’’ Quoth 
the Robber, “What is the sum of this?" And the husband 
s.aid, “ Sisty dirlntus." Rejomed the other, “ That m.akcs two 
hundred dirlnins; let me go my way and I v.jll pay them." But 
the wife s.xid, “ O my dear, and the girl groweth up and needs 
must we many he! .and cijuip her and do what ilsc is ntcdfiih* 
So the Robber raid to the husband, "Ilow much dost thou 
w.anl r" and he rejoitsed, “An hundied dirli.ims in a modest 
wav.'" Quoth the Robber, "Thai mnl-ctb three hundred 
dirhams." Then tb.c woman said, “ O my dear, w hen the girl 
is marned, thou wilt need money for wititer espenscs, charcoal 
and fircwrod .and other necessaries." The Kcibbei asked, 
“ What wouldst thou have ? " And she .answered, “ An 
lu)ndr«.d diib.ams," He rejoined, “Re n four hundred dirhams." 
And she tontmued, “ 0 my dear and O cooUh of mine tjts, 
needs, must my husband have c.ap.t.il in band,’ wlitrcwitii lie 
jnay buy gnuda and open him a shop." S.iid he, “ I low much 
will that be ? " And she, “ An hundred dirhams." Quotli 
tlie Robber, “That m.iketh five hundred dirhams; 1 will pay 

it; but may I be tuply divorced from my wife if all my 

possessions amount to more lluan this, and tliey be the saaangs 
of tavemy yc.irs! Let me go my way, so I m.iy deliver them 
to thee." Cried she, " O fool, how shall 1 lei thee go thy way ? 
Utterly impossible 1 Be plc.ised to gi\c me a right token.’” 

So he gave her a token for his wife and she cried out to her 

young daughter and said to her, “ Keep tins door." Then 

she ch.arged her husband to watch over the Robber, till she 

should return, and repairing to his wife, .acqu.iintcd her with his 
case and told her that her husband the thief had been t.vkvn and 
had compounded for his rcle.ise, at the price of se\en hundrcc, 
dirh.ams, and named to her the token. Accordingly, she gave her 
the money and she took it and returned to her house. By this 
time, the d.awn Iiad dawned ; so she let the thief go his way, and 
when he went out, she said to him, “ O my dear, when sh.iil I see 

j I-it "In llie w.aj of inoticmtjon" >= at least, at tlie most moclerale 
recV.oniiKj . , , ,, , 

2 Ai.ati "K.asmil." the \ul S>n.an anil 1 -KJP'ian form of Ktas al- 

3 Usii.ally a ring or <-omclhinf; from lus person to show that all was fair 
play, here, lioweicr, U was a w.atclnvord. 
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thee come and take the treasure ?” And he, “.O indebted one,* 
when thou needest other seven hundred dirhams, wherewith to 
amend thy case and that of thy children and to pay thy debts.” 
And he went out, hardly believing m his deliverance from her 
“ Nor,” continued the Wazir, “is this stranger than the story of 
the Thiee Men and our Lord Isa.” So the king bade him hie to 
his o\\ 11 home. 


C{)f (irturlftD of t&c ;fHont&. 

WiiiiN’ it was eventide, the king summoned the Minister and 
bade him tell the promised tale. He replied, “ Hearmg and 
obeying. Give ear, O glorious king, to 


THE TALE OF THE THREE MEN AND OUR LORD ISA." 

Three men once went out questing treasure and came 
upon a nugget of gold, weighing fifty maunds.** When they 
saw it, they took it up on their shoulders and carried it till 
they drew near a certain city, when one of them said, “Let 
us sit in the cathedral-mosque,® whilst one of us shall go 
and buy us what we may eat.” So they sat dovn in the 
mosque and one of them arose and entered the city. When 
he came therein, his soul prompted him to false his two fellows 
and get the gold to himself alone. Accordingly, he bought 
food and poisoned it. but, ivhen he returned to his comrades, 
they sprang upon him and slew him, in order that they might 


I Arab " Ya Mad-subah," prob a clerical error for "Madyunah,” alluding 
^ her mail) debts yhich he had paid Here, however, I suspect the truly 
Egyptian term " Ya JIanyukah I a delicate term of depreciation uhich may 
TC heard a dozen times a day in the streets of Cairo It has also a masculine 
form, ■' Y-i Manjuk ! ” 


Mn 


^ ~ Sayce (Comparative Philol p 210) owns that 

IS old Egyptian but makes it a loan from the " Semites.” like Sus (horse). 

(hp) and Murcabutha (chariot), and goes to its ongin in 
I'c.ti^c^dse "it IS not found before the times when the 
^''°"* P^ilestine ’’ But surely it is premature to 
dates of vordsm Eg°5phmi‘'“ stT much still to learn concerning the 

aoDafenr'’Tit'^ ,1, anachronism, like manj of the same kind, is onl) 
^ Preached by Sayyidna Isa was the Islam of his day and 
mis^Srof abrogated by the 

should hold to bV rmrp! ther^oie logical to apply to it terms which we 

t^rdromcurtain n? “*** ** >°d*c**l P‘'****t 

Omar and the mimreto ®'^^™yi®rgau " Jliracle-play "with the mosque of 
mechanicals of theMllnJl I humbly represented this fact to the 

eiery decade but performance brings them 111 so large a sum 

and looked upon me as a®mere ” shallowTeptic contempt 


Tie J}t^,lpfes TU'r), 

enjoy t!ic {^olti ‘withonl him. TJitn tliey .ntc of the pui<;onc(l 
food and died, .nnd tlie {'old lay cist dov.n oxer against them. 
Presently bin Maryam {on xxhom be the Peace !) passed by 
and seeing this, besought Allah Almighty for tidings of their 
case; r-o lie told him what had bctidul them, x\ he real great xxas 
his surprise and he related to his disciples* v.hat he had seen. 
Quoth one of them, “ O Spirit of Allah,* naurhl rcseiiihltth this 
but my ovxn adventure.” Quoth Kn, •* How so?’ and the other 
began to tel! 


7///; DISCIPLE'S SI DRY. 

t)nee 1 v.as in such a citx-. where I hid a thousand dirhams 
in a mnrnsicry. .Vfter a while, I xxent thither and t.i’r.in" the 
money, bound it about my xxaist. Then I ret out to return and 
XX hen 1 came to the Snhar.'d-xx'astc, the carrying of the money xxas 
heax'y upon me. Prc'cntly, I espied a hor.scman jnisiiing on after 
mo ; so 1 xxaited till he came up and said to him, ”0 rider, carry 
this money for me and c.arn rcv.aard and recompense in ne.xvcn ” 
Said ho, “ No, 1 v.-tll not do it, for 1 should tire myself and tire 
out my horse." Tlicn he went on but, before he h.adgono far, he 
said in his mind, " An 1 tahe up the money and put my steed to 
speed and dtxance him, hoxv shall he oxertnbe me .’ " And I also 
said in my mind, “Verily, I ctred; for, had he t.ahcn the money 
and made off, xvhnt coulci 1 h.ax’c done?" Tlien he turned li.ick 
to me and cried to me, “ I land oxer the money, (hat I m.ay c-irr}' 
it for thee.” But 1 rc]ihed to him, “Tint xxhich hath occuired 
to thy mind hath occurred to mine aPo; so go thou and go 
s.afe.” Quoth Isa (on xvhom be the Pesacol), " H.ad these done 
prudently, they had taken thought for themselves; but thej 
unheeded the issues of events; for (hat whoso acteth cautiously 
IS s.afe .and xxiimeth his xxish, and xxhoso ncglcctcth precaution is 
lost and repenteth.*” "Nor,” continued the \Va?ir, “is this 


r Ar.ntf. " T.xItmiVab," pliir of Tilmii, a clecijiic, a^ouej; atiend.mt 'ilie 
word rs S>r;.xc nnd llicrc is .a Ikb root 'xy*;) but no Anbic In 

ihe Diirrat .-d-Gbaw-xv.b, hoxicccr, Tilnnz, Jhlkii, .and s'nul.ar xvordx .arc Vt.abic 
in llie form of I'.x'ld and mil 

2 Ki'.b Allnli. lit « breath of Allab. aUendmj; to the miraculous concep- 
non accordinj; to the Moslem',. Sec \ol iv msht cccchiii 

3 Keaders xvill ktndl> pronounce this xxerd “ S.ahr-i.” not SaliAr.f 

3 Mr. Clouxton refers for ana!o,lies to thia t.ale to his '■ Oriental Sources 
of <vorae of Cbaticcr’-s Talea " (Notex and Querica, 1S85-S6), and he finds the 
origiaal of The P.ardoncr's T.ale in one of the Jiilakas or Hiiddist Birth-storius 
entitled Vedabbba Jat.ika The story is spread oxer all Jluropo , m (ho Cento 
Koxelle Anticlic, Morlini; Hans Sachs, etc And there arc many H.astern 
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stranger or rarer than the story of the ICing, -whose kingdom 
was restored to him and his wealth, after he had become poor, 
possessing not a single dirham.” When the king heard this, he 
said in himself, “ How lilm is this to my own story in the matter 
of the hlinister and his slaughter ' Had I not used deliberation, 
I had done him dead.” And he bade Al-Rahwan hie to his own 
home. 


GTIjr (!i.l)irtrrnfl) Jlltgbt of tl;c ^Inntl). 

When the evening evened, the king sent for the Wazir to his 
sittmg-chamber and bade him tell the promised tale. So he said, 
“ Hearkening and obedience They relate, O Icing, 

THE TALE OF THE DETHRONED RULER WHOSE 
REIGN AND WEALTH WERE RESTORED TO HIM.” 

There was once, in a city of the cities of Al-Hind, a just king 
and a beneficent, and he had a Wazir, a man of understanding, 
upnght in his rede, and praiseworthy in his policy, a Minister in 
whose hand was the handling of all the affairs of the realm ; for 
he was firmly based on the Sultan’s favour and high in esteem 
with the folk of his time, and the king set great store by him and 
entrusted himself to him in all his transactions, by reason of his 
excellent management of the lieges, and he had guards * who ivere 
content with him and grateful to him. Now' that king had a 
brother, who envied him and W'ould hef have taken his place; 
and when he was a-weary of looking for his death and the term 
of his life seemed distant, he took counsel with certain of his par¬ 
tisans and they said, “ The Mmister is the monarch’s counsellor 
and but for this Wazir the king w-ere kingdomless.” So the 
pretender cast about for the rmn of the defender, but could find 
JO means of furthenng his design; and when the affair grew 
longsome upon him, he said to his wife, “ What deemest thou 
tvill gar us gain herein?” “What is it?” “ I mean in the 
matter of yonder hlinister, who inciteth my brother to worship 
with all his might and biddeth him unto devoutness, and indeed 
the king doteth upon his counsel and stablisheth him governor 

\er3ions, eg .a. Persian by Farid al-Din •• 'Attar" who died at a great age in 
.•V D 127S; an Arabic \ersion m The Orientalist (Kandj, 1884), a Tibetan in 
Rollston's Tibetan Tales ; a Kashmirian m Know les' Diet of ICashmiri Pro- 
\erbs, etc . etc . etc 

I Arab “ 'Awan " lit = aids, helpers, the "Ann of the Tmn" has often 
occurred 
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of all inonic'; and matters." ** True; but how shall we devise 
V. ith him?" "I h.i\c a dm ice, so thou wilt Iieip me in that 
which I '.lull say to thee.” "Thou slialt ln\c my help in what¬ 
soever thou desircst.’’ " I mean to iliq; him a pit m the vestibule 
and conceal it artfully.'* Accordingly, he did this, and when it 
w.is m'uht, lie coveted the pit with a light covering, so tliat, when 
the W.irir trod up.m it, it would give way under his tread. Tlicii 
he s( lit to him ami summoned him to the Court in the king’s 
n.um , and the imn-'eager bade litm enter by the private wicket¬ 
way. So he came in alone, and wlmn he stepp'-d upon the 
coacring of the ]ui, it caved m with him .ind lie fell to the 
iKjttom; when upon the lung's brotlur fell to pelting him with 
stf'Ues. When the Mint.a.er belicUl what had betided him he 
give himsilf up for lost; so he stirred not for a while and lay 
still. The I’lmce, seeing him make no sign, dtemed him dead; 
fo he took him forth and wrapping him up in liis lobes, c.ist him 
into the surges of the sea in tin middle night. When tlie \^'.a 2 ir 
fell the \\.iter, he awolie from tie swvKjn .ind se.aiii for an hour or 
so, till a rdiip passed by him, whereupon lie shouted to the i>.ai!ors 
and they took !iim up. Now when the mfirniug morroived, the 
people Went seeking for him, but found him not; .and the king 
Ic.irning this, w.is perploscd concerning his .affan .and .abode 
unkmowing what''o he should do. Tlicn lie sought for .a 
Minislcf to sl.aiid in his itcad, and the king's brotlier said, 
“ I have for Water .an cffinem man." Said the king, " Bring 
him to me." So he brought him a mm, wliom he set at 
the head of .affairs; but he scired upon tlie kingdom .and threw 
the king in fetters and m.ade his brotlur king m heu of him. 
The new riile-r gave himrelf up to all manner of frow.ardness, 
whereat the folk murmured and his Mim-.tir said to inm, " I fe.ar 
h;.-l the Ilmui.ans take the old king and resioie him to the king- 
viup and we both come to ruin; so, if we seis'e him and cast 
him into the sea, we shall be at rest from him, and wc wall 
jHibli'h among the folk that he is dead.” And they, agreeing 
upjii this, took him up and c.arrying him out to sea, c.ast him 
ill. When he felt the water, he staid: out, .and ceased not swim¬ 
ming till he landed upon an iskind, where he tarried five days 
finding nothing which he might e.at or dnnk; but, on the sixth 
day, when he despaired of his life, behold, there passed a ship; so 
he made signals to the crew and they came and took him up and 
fared on with him to an inhabited country, where they set him 
ashore, mother-naked as he w.as. There, seeing a m.an seeding, 
he sought guidance of him and the husbandman asked, " Art thou 
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foreigner ? ’’ “ Yes,” answered the king, and sat with him and 
they talked. The peasant found him clever and quick-witted and 
said to him, “ An thou beheld a comrade of mine, thou wouldst 
see him the like of what I see thee, for his case is even as thy 
case, and he is at this present my friend." Quoth the king, 
“ Verily, thou makest me long to look at him. Canst thou not 
bnng us together, me and him ?" Quoth the husbandman, 
■“ W'lth joy and goodly gree ” ; and the king sat with him till he 
had made an end of his seeding, when he carried him to his home¬ 
stead and brought him in company wdth the other stranger, and 
behold It was his Wazir. When each saw other, the twain wept 
and embraced, and the sow’er wept for their W'eepmg; but the 
king hid then affair and said to him, “ This man is from niy 
mother-land and he is as my brother.” So they homed with the 
husbandman and helped him for a hire, wherew itli they supported 
themselves a long spell. Meanwhile, they sought news of their 
patnal stead and learned that w'hich its people suffered of 
straitness and se\ erity. One day there came a ship and in it a 
mercliant from their ow n country, w ho knew' them and rejoiced 
m them with joy exceeding and clad them in goodly clothing. 
He also acquainted them w'lth the manner of the treachery that 
had been practised upon them, and counselled them to return 
to their own land, they and he wnth w’hom they had made 
friends,' assuring them that Almighty Allah would restore them 
to their former rank. So the king returned and the folk joined 
themselves to him and he fell upon his brother and his Wazir 
and took them and threw' them into jail. Then he sat down 
again upon the thione of his kingship, w’hilst the Minister 
stood between his hands and they returned to their former 
estate, but they had naught of worldly wealth. Presently the 
king said to his M’'azir, “ How shall we continue tarrying m 
this city, and we thus poorly conditioned?” and he answered, 
“ Be at thine ease and have no concern.” Then he singled out 
one of the soldieis-and said to him, “Send us thy service® for 
' the year” Now there were in the city fifty thousand subjects* 
and in the hamlets and villages ^ a like number ; and the Minister 
sent to each of these, saj mg, “ Let each and ever}' of you get 


lie, the peasant 

2 t e , those senong on the usual feudal tenure, and bound to suit and 
ser\ ice for their fiefs 

3 i f , the } early i alue of his fief 
41c, men n ho paid taxes 

5 Arab “ Rasatik ” plur ofRustab See vol. v. night dc'txxiv. 
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an c.;f; nnf| F?t st iindiT a hen." They did this and it w.is neither 
hurdt n nor f;ti‘n nnee to them; and when twenty da)s had passed 
hy. each t'j;q w.rs haiciicd, and the Warir hade them pair tiie 
stuchens, male nith female, and rear them well. They did 
nccnuh;'','ly and it was found a charjjc unto no one Then they 
V,.died fot them av.inie .and after this the Minister asked of the 
chickens and was answered that they were hi-rome fouls. 
Fmlhcinioff, they hr.nieht him all their c"t;s and he bade set 
liitm; and after twenty < 1 . 1 % s there were Intrhcd from each pair 
of tin 1.1 thirty or fivc-nnd-twenty or nficcn chickens .at the least. 
The \Va*i! hide note against each man the mimher of chickens 
huh ptrtamed to him. and after t%%o months, he took the old 
pirilets .and tlic cockeuls, .and there carno to him from each 
rii-'ii s line half a score, and ho kfi the jonn*,; partlets %\ith them. 
li\( n so he ‘cnt to the country folk and let the cocks remain with 
them. Tims he f,ait him whole broods of yoiintt poultry and ap- 
p'opiialctl to hims(.lf the sale of the fowls, and on this ss-ise he 
jS.uned for him, in liic course of a\car, that which tlic hinttly 
e't.’.tt requircrl of tile Kim;, and liis afkiirs were ;et liclil for him 
by the cunnitic; conttiwance of the Minister. And he c,tuscd the 
country to thri\c .and dealt justly hy his subjects and returned 
to them all that he tooir fiorn them and lu’cd a grateful and 
jirf.speious life. Thus rieht c.nm'ol and prudence arc hetter than 
we.alth, for that undeist.uidmg jiiofitctli at all times and seasons. 
“ Nor,” continued the W'arir, "is this stranger than the story of 
the Man whose caution slew him." When the king he.ard the 
words of his Wa/ir, he avondcred with the uttermost wonder and 
h.'ide him retire to liis, lodging. 

Cljr J'ctirtrrntk Jlliiilit af tijc ^lontij. 

Wnns the Minister leturiicd to the presence, the king sought 
of him the sioty of the Man whose caution slew him, and he 
s.iid, "Hear, O .luspicious King, 

77 f£ TALE OF THE MAN WHOSE CAUTION 

SLEW him:' 

There avas once a man %'.ho w,ms cautious exceedingly con¬ 
cerning limwelf, and he set out one day on a journey to a land 
abounding in v.ild Iwasts. The carax.an avhercwith he fared 
came by night to the gate of a city; but the avarders would not 
open to them, for theic were hons there; so they niglitcd avithout 
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the walls. Now that man, of the excess of his caution, could not 
determine a place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of 
the wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about seeking an empty 
stead wherein he might he At last, as there was a ruined 
building hard by, he climbed np on to a high wall and ceased 
not clambering hither and thither, of the excess of his carefulness, 
till his feet betiayed him and he slipped and fell to the bottom 
and died, whilst his companions arose in the morning safe and 
sound. Now, had he overmastered his wrongous rede and had 
he submitted himself to Fate and Fortune, it had been safer and 
better for him; but he made light of the folk and belittled their 
wit and was not content to take example by them, for his soul 
whispered him that he was a man of wits and he fancied that, an 
he abode %\nth them, he i%ould perish ; so his folly cast him mto 
perdition. “Nor,” continued the Wazir, “is this stranger than 
the story of the Man who was lavish of his house and his pro¬ 
vision to one he knew not.” When the King heard this, he said, 
“ I will not separate myself from the foll-c and slay my Minister." 
And he bade him hie to Ins own house. 

GTIjc Jiftrcnfl) JDigljt of tile 

When the evening evened, the King bade fetch the Wazir and 
required of him the story. So he said, “ Hear, O Iving, 

THE TALE OF THE MAN WHO WAS LAVISH OF 

HIS HOUSE AND HIS PROVISION TO ONE WHOM 

HE KNEW NOT.^” 

There was once an Arab of high rank and noble presence, 
a model of magnanimity and exalted generosity, and he had 
brethren, nuth whom he consorted and caroused, and they were 
wont to assemble by rotation at one another’s homes. When it 
came to his turn, he gat ready in his house all manner goodly 
meats and pleasant and dainty drinks and the fairest flowers and 
the finest fruits, and he provided all kinds of instruments of music 
and store of xvondrous dictes and marv'ellous stories and pleasant 
instances and histones and witty anecdotes and verses and what 
not else, for there xvas none among those with whom he was 
wont to company but enjoyed this m every goodly fashion, and the 

1 This adventure is a rechauffe of Amjad's adienture fvol hi meht 
ccacxxi) uithoat, however, its tragic catastrophe “ 
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eruurt.iniment lie provitlej contnined all whereof each had 
need. Then he sallied forth in quc;>t of hi*; friends, and went 
ronnd ahout th" city, so iu' niiqht .i«ettihic them; hut found none 
of titetn at hon'f. Kov. ttt that town was a nnn of pleasant con- 
ver,-;ui''n atid lar;^c p:enerosit\, a mercln’ot of condition, Notin',' of 
yeatv. and htipht of hhe, who had come to that place fiont his 
ov n country with mcrch ind)>:e in "nat store and wealth t;alore. 
{{e tool; up his ahnde therc'n and the loNvn wn* plca-nm to him 
and he wa>, lati^e in laNWnnp, <0 that he came to the end of ail 
in, wcaith ;.nd tiure remained in his hand naiu;lil ‘^vve wli.it was 
upon htiu of raiment. So he left the lodging which had homed 
I'im in the dayt, (d h's prosperity; after lea had wast< d that whicii 
vras ihtrein of furniture, .•■ud fell to finding refuge in the houses 
of the to'.vnsfolh from night to night. One d.ay, as iie went 
wandn ling about the street;, he lielieUi a woin.m of the uttermost 
lie-auty and lovilin"ss, and Nshat he saw of lier cliarms ama'/cd 
him and time liapicned to liim wii.ii m.ade liim forget his sorrj 
plight. Slie .acco'-ted him and jested wit!) him and lie bevjiighl 
htrof union .and intim.icN ; *..> .shi consented to this and said to 
him, “ Le't us go to ihy hnlgiiig.” Herewith he repented and 
Nv.as {v.tpUntd concerning his procedure .and grieved for that 
w'hich must escnp<.‘ him of her cotnp.my by re.ison of the slradncss 
of his hand, for that ho h.id not .a whit of spcndtng-moiicy. But 
he wa<, .ash.anicd to s.iy “ Xo," afte-r he had sued mid wooed her, 
Nvhcreforc lie Nvent on before hem, bethinl.mg him how he should 
rid himself of her and s'eel.iiig .some c\cuse wdneh he might put 
off on her, and g.-iNO not over going from .stieet to .street, till he 
emtered one* th.it had no .ssiic and s.iw, at the farther cud, a 
door, win teon w.as a pull'JcK Then said he to her, *‘l^o thou 
ereiife me, for iwy lad h.Uh locKe-d the door .and how shall we 
opt n it ? ■' Said she*, “ O my lord, the padlock is nvoi th only some 
ten dirlnuns"; and presently she- tucked up her sIccncs from 
fot..'arms as they were crystal and taking a stone, smote the 
p ullock and broke it; and, opening the door, said to him, “ Enter, 
O my lord." Accordingly he went in, committing his affair to 
Allah (to whom belong Honour and Glory!), and she entered after 
him and locked the door from N\ithin. They found themselves 
in a plisisant house, collecting all good and gl.idnoss, and 
the young m.m hired forivards, till he came to the sitting- 
chamber, and, behold, it was furnished Nvith the finest of furniture 
as bath before been set out.‘ lie seated himself and leant upon 

j The text w so concise as to Iw enigmatical The house uas Cneij 
{umishtd for a feast, as it belonged to the M.an wlio was I.avisl), etc 
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a cushion, whilst she put out her hand to her veil and doffed it. 
Then she threw off her hea^'y outer clothes till she was clad in 
the thinnest which showed her charms, whereupon the young 
man embraced her and kissed her and enjoyed her; after which 
they cashed with the Ghusl-ablution and returned to their place 
and he said to her, " Know that I have little knowledge of what 
goeth on in my own house, for that I trust to my sen-^ant: so 
arise thou and see -what the lad hath made ready in the kitchen.” 
\ccordingly, she arose and going down into the kitchen, saw 
cooking pots over the fire, wherein were all manner of dainty 
Mands, and firsts-bread^ and fresh almond cakes.’’ So she set 
bread on a dish and ladled out what she would from the pots 
and brought it to him. They ate and drank and played and made 
merry a while of the day, and as they were thus engaged, 
suddenly up came the master of the house, with his friends, 
whom he had brought with him, that they might converse 
together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and knocked a 
light knock, saying to his company, “ Have patience with me, 
for some of my family are come to \nsit me: wherefore excuse 
belongeth first to Allah Almightj’, and then to you.® ” So they 
farewelled him and fared their ways, whilst he rapped another 
light rap at the door. When the young man heard this, he 
changed colour and the woman said to him, “ hlethinks thy 
lad hath returned” He answered, “Yes”; and she arose and 
opening the door to the master of the house, said to him, 
“Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is angr)- with 
thee ? ” and he said, " O my lady, I have not been save about 
his business.” Then he girt his waist Mith a kerchief and 
entenng, saluted the young merchant, who said to him, “Where 
hast thou been ^ ” Quoth he, “ I have done thine errands” ; and 
quoth the youth, “ Go and eat and come hither and dnnk.” So 
he went away, as he bade him, and ate; then he washed hands 
and returning to the sitting-room, sat down on the carpet and fell 
to tallang with them; whereupon the 3 mung merchant’s heart was 
heartened and his breast broadened and he applied himself to 
pleasure. They were in all joyance of life and the most abounding 
pleasance till a third part of the night was past, when the house- 


1 Arab " Khubz Samiz ”, tbe lattens the Arabisation of the Pars Samid 

fine iihite bread, simnel. Germ semmel. ' 

2 The text has ■■Batulat”=pot-herbs, bnt it is probably a clerical error 
for "BallaMat.” Seexol u night cxri 

3 EgjpUan-like he at once calls upon Allah toxxitness a he and his excuse 
would be that the lie was well-intentioned. 



*73 


Thi 7\u'c cf tie ^{elMuhi'stst and tie Slntf^er. 

mnstcT aro-=o, and sprc ndinj; them a hcd. invited them to take their 
if-l. So they laydown and the youlii wide awake, pondenn*; 
their atTair till daytireak, when the woman rou'ied herself from 
sleep and paid to her companion, " 1 wish to go.” He f-ircwclkd 
her and she dep.atlcd *, w heicnpon the master of the house followed 
her with a pm sc of siKer .and g.ive it to her, saying, “Blame 
not my lord," and ma<le his excuse to her for his master. Thin 
iic returned to the vomh and .said to him, “.\rise .and conic 
to the Hnintnam*”; r.nd he fell to shampooin" ins hands and 
fed, whii-t the youth called down blessings on him and said, “() 
my lord, who art thou? ?dcthinl.s tluic is not in the woild the 
like of thee ; no, nor a plc.asanter m thy dir.p.isition." Then each 
of the twain acquainted the ollur with his c,isu and condition 
and they went to the hath ; after which tlie master of the hous-; 
oinpircd the y mag mctclnut to rduni witli him ,md summoned 
his fnend'.. So they ate .and drank ami he told them tlie tale, 
wherefotc tlicy thanked the hou.se-maslcr and pr.iised him; and 
their friend hip w.as compkto while the yoinig nn ich.ant abode 
in the town, till Allah made lasy to him a meansof tr.avd, where¬ 
upon they farcwelkd him and he departed; .md this is the end id 
his t.ak, “ Xcr,” contimicd the Wa.tir, “ O king of the ago, is 
this sti.mgir than the stoiyof the Richard who lost his wealth 
and his wit." When the king lie.ird the Minister’s story, tt 
plc.ascd him and he bade him hie to his hoiii''. 

Cht Sittfcnti) Jlijilit cf tht :fncntl). 

Wills’ the evening evrtied, the King sat in hir. sjiting.chambir 
and tending for (ns W.i/ir, b.adc liim rcdite the story' of the 
Wv.ihhv Man who lost his wealth and his wit. So he said, 
“ 1 kar, O King, 

'lUE TALE OF Tllh MELAS'CHUU^l ASD THE 
SUAEl'ERd" 

There was once a Richard highl '.’Mkin, the Hasty, who 
wasted his ws.'dth, and comern and chagrin gat the m.iblcry of 
him, po that Iw b' ciine a Mct.mctntisl^ and lost ins wit. There 

t tf , die bi!;iih> islncU in liUl <l.ijs cierj (n.in! house 

2 Tlu'. 1' n. f.iiicy tllh. tut it luit-. tlic l.ilc t>rUor thin thu ui tin- test 

bi TRj)* Iticlwrcl vlw lo-l hiiMuitlh nwl lu . wus " Mi Cluiutoii 

tefer', lo simil ir ^uine. in S.accl.'’tti and otlu r curly Ita'ian no'.c!vs>ls 

3 \r.-ib '■.M-.Muwa.v.is"’. for" Wisv.ois" ire Mil i ihkIu m Tlnscinr;. 
ot mtn in '■.torii,. l.iVo the place of out •'cunning uhot," and is otlen co.i- 
tounded with the S.iudiwi, the mclaucholisl proper. 
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remained with him of his monies about twenty dinars and he used 
to beg alms of the folk, and whatso they gave him in charity he 
would gather together and add to the gold pieces that were left 
him. Now there was in that town a Sharper, who made his 
Innng by roguery, and he knew that the Melanchohst had some¬ 
what of money; so he fell to spying upon him and ceased not 
watching him till he saw him put into an earthen pot that -which 
he had rvith him of silvers and enter a deserted ruin, where he sat 
do-rtm, as if to make water, and dug a hole, wherein he laid the 
pot and covenng it up, smoothed the ground as it had been. 
Then he went ar\ ay and the Sharper came and taking what was 
in the pot, restored it to its former place. Presently ’Ajlan 
returned, with somewhat to add to his hoard, but found it 
not •, so he bethought him of who had followed him and remem¬ 
bered that he had found that Sharper assiduous in sitting rvith 
him and questioning him. So he went in search of him, assured 
that he had taken the pot, and gave not over loolnng for him till 
he saw him sitting; whereupon he ran to him and the Sharper 
saw him. Then the Melanchohst stood within earshot and 
muttered^ to himself and said, “ In the pot are si.\ty ducats and 
I have -with me other twenty in such a place and to-day I will 
unite the whole in the pot.” When the Sharper heard him say 
this to himself, muttering and mumbling, repeating and blunder¬ 
ing in his speech, he repented him of having taken the sequins 
and said, “ He will presently return to the pot- and find it empty; 
w’herefore that for which I am on the look-out w ill escape me; 
and meseemeth ’twere best I replace the dinars, so he may see 
them and leave all which is wnth him in the pot, and I can take 
the wdiole ” Now he feared to return to the pot at once, lest 
the hlelanchohst should follow' him to the place and find nothing 
and on this wise his arrangements be marred ; so he said to him, 
“ O ’Ajlan,® I would have thee come to my lodging and eat bread 
with me.” Thereupon the klelanchohst went with him to his 
quarters and he seated him there and going to the market, sold 
somewhat of his clothes and pawmed somewhat from his house 
and bought the best of food. Then he betook himself to the ruin 
and replacing the money in the pot, buried it again, after which 
he returned to his lodging and gave the klelanchohst to eat 
and dnnk, and they went out together. The Sharper walked 

1 Arab “ Hamhama," an onomapcEic, like a hum, hem. and haw 

2 Arab •' Barnnah,” a ressel either of glass or poUerj hke that m which 
the manna was collected (E\od xri 33) 

3 hastj man. as Gha2ban = an angrj man. 
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nwny niuJ Isid hinisolf. lest liis i-honld cce hitn, whilst 

'Ajliti it'fmref! to Itis hidin^-pl.icc .itid look the pot. Pfc-^eiitly, 
the- Sharper retuintd to the ruin, rejoicing in that which he 
liconicd he ‘ilicmld get, niid dug in the pl.acc, hut found nnught 
.'lUd Knew that the Mclnnchnliht li.-ut outwitted him. So lie began 
b‘tfutting his face for regret, and fell to foiiowing the otiur 
whithiiso he wont, to the intent th.at he might wm what was 
with him, but he failed in this, because the Mclandiohst Knew 
what was in his mind and w.as assured (hat he spied upon him; 
MO lie i ep; watch (wer hiin'-df. Kow, had the Sharper considered 
the con (.•jtitnrcs of h.iste ami th.it which is begotten of loss 
ihct; fiorn. he had not dom' on •-mb wise. “ Xor,' continued the 
Waair, “is this t.de, O King of the age, rarer o; .stranger or 
daintier than the story of Klialhas* and his Wife and the kamed 
man am! that wiiich hokll between the three.” Whim the king 
iieard tins stoty, he left Ins purpose of putting the Minister to 
til atii and his s<nil hade him to continue him on life. So !i. 
oidercd him off to his house. 

Cfir &tucnftcntf) i^t^M of Ibc ^lionll). 

Will the evening evened, the King sninmoned the .Minister, 
,.nd as soon as he presented himself, he requin d of him the story. 
Sj he* s.ud, “ Hc.irKening .ind ohcdie'iice. lie.ir, O aiigusl King, 

jIIE tale of KUALBAS AFD Ills WIFE AND THE 
LEARNED MAN.'’ 

There wis once a man called Khalh.as, who was a fulsome 
fellow, a c.il.innty, notoiious for this note, and he had a charming 
wife lenowjicd for beauty and lovedmess. A man of Ins towns- 
f.)lK fell in love with her and she ako lo\ed him. Now Klialhas 
war, a wily wight and full of guile,and therea\as in his nciglihour- 
I’.ood a learned m.an, to whom the folk used to resort everyday 
and he told them hislojics and admonished them with moral 
instances; and Klialhas was wont to be present in his assembly, 
for the s.tKe of maKmg a show hefoie* the folk. This learned man 
.skn had a wife famed for comeliness and ‘^ccmlihcad and quicK- 


r The Bn* 1 IMit iwspTUs •• Kiialiias" in more places tb.an one, now 
v.ith a Sin, ill'll ' nil a Sad Kl.alba^ ‘upiicsts Kh.Ubiis." a buffoon, for 
vliicb ■'ceccil !i rnplu Iw In l,K)pt. bowever, Ibe latter {.-encrallj ends 111 
.1 Sul (mc'L- ii.c's "Klmlbcos" M B cb.ap xwii) 
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ness of %Yit and understanding, and the lover sought some dcYOce 
thereby he might manage to meet Khaibas’s wjfe; so he came 
to him and told him as a secret what he had seen of the learned 
man’s wife and confided to him that he was in love with her and 
besought his assistance in this. Khalbas told him that she ivas 
known as a model of chastity and contmence, and that she 
exposed herself not to ill doubts; but the other said, “ I cannot 
renounce her, in the first place because the woman inchneth to 
me and coveteth my wealth, and secondly, because of the 
greatness of my fondness for her; and naught is ivantmg but 
thy help ” Quoth Khalbas, “ I inll do thy will ”, and quoth 
the other, “Thou shalt have of me every day two silvern 
dirhams, on condition that thou sit with the learned man and 
that, 11 hen he riseth from the assembly, tliou speak a word iihich 
shall notify to me the breaking up of the meeting.” So they 
agreed upon that and Khalbas entered and sat in the session, 
whilst the lover was assured in his heart that the secret was safe 
and secure with him, wherefore he rejoiced and was content to 
pay the two dirhams Then Khalbas used to attend the learned 
mail’s assembly, whilst the other would go into his wife and be 
verj' much with her, on such ivise as ho thought good, till the 
learned man arose from his meeting; and when Khalbas saw 
that he proposed rising, he would speak a word for the lover to 
hear, whereupon he went forth from the wife of Khalbas, who 
knew not that doom was in his own home. But w hen the learned 
man saw Khalbas do the same thing every day, he began to 
suspect him, especially on amount of that which he knew' of 
his bad name, and suspicion grew upon him; so, one day, he 
resolved to advance the time of his nsing ere the w onted hour and 
hastening up to Khalbas. seized him and said to him, “By Allah, 
an thou say a single sj liable, I w'lll do thee a damage ' ” Then 
he w'ent in to his wife, with Khalbas in his grip, and behold, she 
was sitting, as of her wont, nor w'as there about her aught of 
suspicious or unseemly. The learned man bethought him awhile of 
this, then made for Khaibas’s house, which adjoined his own, still 
holding his man , and when they entered, thej’ found the young 
lover Ijing on the bed with Khaibas’s wife; whereupon quoth the 
learned man to him, “ O accursed, the doom is with thee and in 
thine own home > ” So Khalbas divorced his wdfe and went forth, 
fleeing, and returned not to his own land. “ This, then ” (con¬ 
tinued the Wazir), “is the consequence of lewdness, for whoso 
purposeth m himself wile and perfidious guile, thej' get possession 
of him, and had Khalbas concened of himself that dishonour and 
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olamity which he conceived of the foil:, there hnd betided him 
nothing of this. Jsor is this talc, rate and curious thougli it be, 
stranger or r.irer than the .^tory of the Devotee v.-hose husband's 
brother accused her of lewdness." When the king heaid this, 
Avonderment ,gat held of him and his admiration for the Warir 
redoubled; ro he bade him hie to his home and return to him on 
the morrow, according to has custom. So the Minister witiidrcw 
to his lodging, whctc he passed the night and the ensuing day. 


€d)c Cis&tffr.tb Idijlil of tfir 

\Vm;s the evening evened, the King summoned the Wa/ir and 
required of him the stofy*; so he said, “ ’Tis well. Hear, O King, 


THE TALE OF THE DEVOTEE ACCUSED OF 
LE]VDM:SSF' 

There was once a man of Nish.ibur’ who, hating a wife of 
tlie ntlcrmcrt beauty and piety, jet was minded to set out 
on the pilgrimage. So bi fore leaving home be commended 
her to the care of his brother and hcsoughl him to aid her in 
her affairs and further her wishes till he siiould return, for the 
brothers were on the most intimate terms.* Then he took ship 
and departed .md Ins absence v.as prolonged. Jlcanwlnle, the 
brother went to visit Ins brother's avifo, at all times and seasons, 
, and questioned her of her ciicumstanccs and went about her 
wants; and when Ins calls were prolonged and he heard 
her speech and saw her face, the love of her gat hold upon 
his heart, and he became passionately fond of her and his soul 
prompted him to e\il. So he be-sought her to lie with him, 
init she refused and showed him how foul was his deed, and 
he found him no way to A\in what he wished; wherefore he 
wooed her with soft speech and gentle wajs. Now she was 


1 This stow i'. a rcch.iu'TL of the Jc\\i<ih Kan and his pious SMfe; see 
sol iii ntRiitcccciw. 

2 The Ar.al) form of " N.assli-tpur"creeds of (Kini;) Shapur see voi 
Ml niciit dccccii’: 

3 Aral) "Alfi T.aril. al- 5 atr sva rl-SrUmah," mcaninir tliat c.ach other s 
wises did not sttl liefore tlicir brotbcrs-in-I.-tsv as is usually done It may al=o 
mean tliat they v.crc under Ali.di ‘3 protection and in best of condition 
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righteous in all her doings and never sweated from one 
sajung'; so, when he saw that she consented not to him, he 
had no doubts but that she would tell his brother, when he 
returned from his journey, and quoth he to her, “An thou consent 
not to whatso I require of thee, I will cause a scandal to befall 
thee and thou wilt perish.” Quoth she, “ Allah (extolled and 
exalted be Hei) j'udge betwixt me and thee, and know that, 
shouldst thou hew me limb from limb, I would not consent to 
that thou biddest me to do.” His ignorance^ of womankind 
persuaded him that she uould tell her spouse; so he betook 
hunself of his exceeding despite, to a company of people in the 
mosque, and informed them that he had witnessed a man commit 
adultery with his brother’s uofe. Tb,ey beheved his word and 
documented his charge and assembled to stone her.” Then they 
dug her a pit outside the city and seating her therein, stoned her, 
till they deemed her dead, when they left her. Presently a 
Shaj’kh of a village passed by the pit and finding her alive, 
earned her to his house and cured her of her wounds. Now he 
had a youthful son, who, as soon as he saw her, loved her and 
besought her of her person ; but she refused and consented not 
to him, whereupon he redoubled in love and longing, and his case 
prompted him to suborn a youth of the people of his lullage and 
agree with him that he should come by night and take somewhat 
from his father’s house, and that, when he was seized and dis¬ 
covered, he should say that she was his accomplice in this, and 
avouch that she was his mistress and had been stoned on his 
account in the city. Accordingly he did this, and, coming by 
night to the wllager’s house, stole therefrom goods and clothes, 
whereupon the owner awoke and seizing the thief, pinioned him 
straitly and beat him to make him confess; and he confessed 
against the woman that she was a partner in the crime and that 
he was her lover from the city. The news was brmted abroad, 
and the citizens assembled to put her to death ; but the Shaykh 
with whom she was forbade them and said, “I brought this 
woman hither, coveting the recompense of Allah, and I know 
not the truth of that winch is said of her, and ivill not empouer 
any to hurt or harm her.” Then he gave her a thousand 
dirhams, by way of alms, and thrust her forth of the village. 


1 f r , her * jes meant "yes," and her "no" meant ** no " 

2 Ignorance (Jahl) ma} here and elsewhere mean wichedness, froward- 
ness, foil}, \ icious toll} or uncalled-for wrath 

adultery, "The babe to the 

blanket (i e , let it be nursed and reared) and the adultress to the stone " 
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i\^ fur tbe thii'f, he was imprisoned for some days; after 
whicii the folk- inlciccded for him with the old man, saying, 
“Tltis is a youth and indeed hcctrcd”; and he released him 
fiom 1) ’ bond*. Mo.mwhde the woman went out at hap-harard, 
and donumg a d'Mite'-’s dress, fared on without ceasing till 
she came to a city and found the king's deputies dunning the 
towns‘’cik fot the tnhutc, out of season. Presently, she saw a man, 
whom they were {nessing for the tribute; so she asked of his 
ca‘c, and bung acquainted with it, paid down the thousand 
dirhaius for him and delivered him from the bastinado; where¬ 
upon he- thanked licr and those who were present. When he 
was set free, lie walked with her and besought her to go with him 
to his dwelling; accotdtrgly, she accompanied him tluthcr and 
suj'jad with him and p-"s.,d the night. When the dark hours 
gloomed on him. Ins soul prt.mpted him to ctil, for that which 
Ju- sa.w of her b; ante and loveliness, and bo lusted after her, and 
requirtd her of herjK'iion; but she rejected him and threatened 
him V ith Allah the Most High, and reminded him of that which 
• lie had do'.ie with him of kindness, and how she Iiad delivered 
him from the stick' and its dss^iracc. However, he would not be 
(killed, .and w'mn he saw her persistuil refusal of herself to liim, 
he feared lest she should tell the folk of liim. So, when he arose 
in the morning, he wrote on a paper what he would of forgery 
and falsehood, and going up to the Sultan's palace, said, ** 1 have 
an advisement for the King.” So he bade admit him, and he 
d'divered him the writ he had forged, saying, “ 1 found this 
lei ter witli the woman, the devotee, the ascetic, and indeed she 
is a spy, a secret informer against the sovran to his foe; and I 
dcun the Jving's due more inciiinbtnt on me than any other claim 
and warning him to be the first duty, for that he uniteth in 
himself all the subjects, and but for the King’s evistemee, the 
htges would pcnsii; wherefore 1 have bi ought thee good counsel.” 
The King gave credit to his words and sent vvith him those who 
should lay hands upon the Devotee and do lier to death;,but 
they found her not. .\b for the woman, when tiic man went out 
from her, she icsoivcd to depart; so she fared forth, saying to 
herself, ” There is no wayfaring for me in woman's habit.” Then 
she donned men's diess, such as is worn of the pious, and sot out 
and wandered ov(;r the earth; nor did she cease wandering till 
she entered a certain city. Now the king of that city had an 
only daughter, in whom he gloried and whom he loved, and she 
'aw- the Uevotse and deeming her a pilgrim youth, said to her 
fa.he), “Iwoiddfam have this youth take up his lodging with 
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me, so I may learn of him lere and piety and religion,” Her 
father rejoiced in this, and commanded the pilgrim to take up 
his abode with his daughter in his palace. So they were in 
one place, and the Princess was strenuous to the uttermost in 
continence and cliastitj' and nobility of mind and magnanimity 
and der otion , but the ignorant tattled anent her, and the folk of 
the realm said, “The king’s daughter loveth the pilgrim youth 
and he loieth her.” Now the king was a very old man and 
destiny decreed the ending of his life-term ; so he died and when 
lie was buried, the lieges assembled and many were the sayings 
of the people and of the king’s kinsfolk and officers, and they 
counselled together to slay the Princess and the young pilgrim, 
saying, “ This fellow dishonoureth us with yonder whore, and 
none accepteth shame save the base ” So they fell upon them 
and slew the king’s daughter in her mosque, without asking her 
of aught; vhereupon the pious woman (whom they deemed a 
youth) said to them, “ Woe to you, O miscreants' Ye have 
slam the pious lady.” Quoth they, “ O thou fulsome fellow, dost 
thou bespeak us thus ? Thou lovedst her and she Im ed thee, 
and we will assuredly slay thee.” And quoth she, “ Allah 
forfend. Indeed, the affair is the clear reverse of this.” They 
asked, “ What proof hast thou of that ? ” and she answered, 
“ Bnng me women.” They did so, and when the matrons looked 
on her, they found her a woman. As soon as the toivnsfolk saiv 
this, they repented of that they had done, and the affair was 
grievous to them; so they sought pardon of Allah and said to 
her, “ By the virtue of Him whom thou sen'est, do thou crave 
pardon for us,” Said she, “ As for me, I may no longer tarry 
with you, and I am about to depart fioin you.” Then they 
humbled themselves before her and shed tears and said to her, 
“ We conjure thee, by the might of Allah the Most High, that 
thou take upon thyself the rule of the realm and of the lieges.” 
But she refused and drew her back; whereupon they came up to 
her and w ept and ceased not supplicating her, till she consented 
and undertook the kmgship. Her first commandment to them 
was that they burj' the Princess and build over her a dome, and 
she abode m that palace, worshipping the Almighty and dealing 
judgment between the people wnth justice, and Allah (extolled 
and exalted be He') vouchsafed her, for the excellence of 
her piety and her patience and renunciation, the acceptance 
of her prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him (to 
w horn belong Might and Majesty i), but He granted her petition ; 
and her fame was bruited abroad in all lands. Accordingly^ 



The Tih of il.e Dex\'\^ aeet/sed of LrtrJr.es:. im 

tiiQ fu!!: resorted to iicr from alt parte and she u-sed to piay 
AUah (to v.Ikisu inlon" Mi"ht and Majestj !) for the oppressed 
and the Lord gronlcd him r< lief, and n"ainet ins oppressor, and 
He hrahe him asunder; and ehu piared for the sick and they 
•acre mvie sound; and in this goodly v.ay she tarried a 

vt spice of Inno. So fared it vrith the wife; hut as for 
hc! hn-band, tvl’cn he letiiriud fjoni the pilgrimage, his brother 
and the iKidibaius acquaintcil hhn rvith the affair of his 
spo,uluTtat he v is sore concerned and suspccled their story, 
for that nh’ch lie knew of her chastity and prayeruilncws; and lie 
••i!!. d ti ..IS hm the ! .ss of lit r. hlcanv.hile, she prayed to Almighty 
A’] ih tint He itould si.dihsh hit innecence in the c\cs of her 
span; 0 and the f 'll:, and 1 fc •'cnt don n np.m her husband s 
brotlur a sukinss so sire that none Knew a cure foi him. 
Wh'^r.fcr.' lie said to his brother, “ In such a city is a Dmotee, a 
v.'CTsi'ii'fiil •.-.'inian and a rei'hu.c vriio^e pra^eia are accepted; so 
do thou carry me to h-;r, ih.it she mar pray for niy healing and 
Aii-'b (to v.h' i-i Is 'eng Might and M.ijesly !) may giie me case of 
tin-> d. ifC.” A<< irdingly, he took iiim up and jotunejcd v.ith 
hhn, t'll '.hi.v erne to the \illagc wheic dwell the Sii.iykh, the 
grc'. b td wlio had rctcucd the deiout woman from the pit, and 
cuiicd her to his dwelling and heated her in his homo. Here 
they irdted .uid lodged with the old ni.m, who questioned the 
husband of hi- case ami tiiat of his brother and the caimc of tlieir 
journey, and he sanj, " I pm pace (o go witii my brother, (his sick 
•.•.i;hr, to the Indy wom.'u, iur whose petitions are answered, so 
she may pray for iiim, and All.ih may heal him by the blessing 
of her oitsons.” (J.'.oth the lil'.iger, “By Allah, my' son is in 
parlous p>’glu for sulmess. and wc have hcird tliat this Devotee 
pray cth fell the sick ninl they are ni''de sound. Indeed, the folk 
counsel me to carry Iiim to her, and behold,^ I will go in company 
with yon." And they ‘.aid, “’Tis well." So they all niglitcd m 
that intent, and on the morrow they set out for the dwelling of 
the Dciotec, this om; cairying his son .and that one bearing his 
brother. Xow the man who had stolen the clothes and iiad 
forged ag.iinst the pious woman a lie, to wit, that he was her 
lover, sickened of a sore sickness, and his people too!: him up 
and set out with him to \ibit the Devotee and cr.ivc her piayers, 
and Destiny brought them altogether by the w.ay. So they fared 
forward in .a body till they came to the city wherein the man 
dwelt for whom siic had paid the thousand dirhams to deliver 

1 ,\rab "Wi li'i.” cti:, an interjection corre';-ponding with the Sjnac 
“ ho to • (if, loot.) liehold ' etc. 
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him from torture, and found him about to travel to her by reason 
of a malady which had betided him. Accordingly, they all 
journeyed on together, unknowing that the holy woman was she 
whom they had so foully wronged, and ceased not going till they 
came to her aty and foregathered at the gates of her palace, 
that wherein was the tomb of the Pnncess. Now the folk used 
to go m to her and salute her with the salam, and crave her 
oiisons; and it was her custom to praj' for none till he bad con¬ 
fessed to her his sins, when she would ask pardon for him and 
pray for him that he might be healed, and he was straightway 
made whole of siclcness, by permission of Almighty Allah. 
When the four sick men were brought in to her, she knew them 
forthright, though they knew her not, and said to them, “ Let 
each of you confess and specify his sms, so I maj' sue pardon 
for him and pray for him.” And the brother said, “ As for me, 

I required my brother’s wife of her person and she refused; 
whereupon despite and ignorance prompted me and I lied against 
her and accused her to the townsfolk of adultery; so they 
stoned her and slew her wrongously and unrighteously; and this 
my complaint is the issue of unnght and falsehood and of the 
slaying of the innocent soul, whose slaughter Allah hath made 
unlawful to man ” Then said the youth, the old villager’s son, 
“ And I, 0 holj' uoman, my father brought to us a woman who 
had been stoned, and my people nursed her till she recovered. 
Now she was rare of beauty and loveliness; so I required her of 
her person; but she refused and clave in chastity to Allah 
(to whom belong hlight and Majesty!), wherefore ignorance 
prompted me, so that I agreed with one of the youths that he 
should steal clothes and coin from my father’s house Then 
I laid hands on him and earned him to my sire and made him 
confess. He declared that the woman was his mistress from 
the city and had been stoned on his account, and that she nas 
his accomplice in the theft and had opened the doors to lum; but 
this was a he against her, for that she had not juelded to me in 
that n hich I sought of her. So there befell me what ye see of 
requital.” And the young man, the thief, said, “ I am he with 
whom thou agreedst concemmg the theft, and to whom thou 
openedst the door,* and I am he who accused her falselj' and 
calumniously and Allah (extolled be He I) well knoweth that I 
never did einl with .her; no, nor knew her in any way before that 
time.” Then said he whom she had delivered from torture by 
paying down a thousand dirhams, and who had required her of 
her person in his house, for that her beauty pleased him, and 



Th( Tdk of (he Dcxofee acnt^ed cf LacJncss. 1S3 

when sh.c rcfu>:ctl hrul forced a letter against her and treacherously 
denounced her to the Sultan, and rc.]uitcd hei graciousness with 
ingratitude. “ I am he wlio wronged iicr and hed ag.dnsl her, 
and this ts the issue of the oppressor's affair.” When she heard 
their words, in tlie presence of the folk, she cried, “ Alhanuloliilah, 
praise be to Allah, the King who over all things is omnipotent, 
and blessing upon Ilis prophets and apostles!” Then quoth 
she to the assnubly, “Bear tcstinioii}’, O ye hero present, to 
these men’s speech, .and know 30 1 am that woman whom they 
confess to have avronged." And she turned to her husband’s 
brother and said to him. “I am thy brother's atife and Allah 
(cat-died .and caallcd be lie!) delivered me from that whereinto 
thnn c.asicfKt mo of c.aiiimn}’ .ami siispirion, and from the folly 
.and frowaidncss wlicioof thou hast 5]>or;en, and now ii.ath lit 
shown forth my iiinoccnce, of His I'oiinl)’and generosit)'. Go, 
for ihoii art quit of tiie wrong thou didst mo.” 'J hen slie pr.a3'ed 
for him and he a\ as made sound of his sickness. Thereupon she 
.said to the •ion of the viilaiic Sh.aylth, " Know that I am the 
woman whom thy father ddheied from strain and strcis, and 
whom there httided from thee of calumny and ignoiancc th.at 
\shicli thou hast named.” And she sued pardon for him and he 
was made sound of his sickm Tlum said she to the thief, ** I 
am the atoniaii against whom thou liedst, avouching that I w.as 
thy It man who bad been stoned on tliine account, and Hint I av.as 
thine .accomplice in nibbing the house of tlie village Shaykh and 
liad opened the doois to thee.” And she prayed for him and he 
war, made whole of his malady'.' Then s.iid she to the townsman, 
him of the tribute, “ I am the woman who gave thee the thou¬ 
sand dirhams and thou didst a'.ith me wliat thou didst." And 
she asked pardon for him and pr.iycd for him and he was made 
whole; whereupon the foil: maracllcd at lier enemies who had 
all been afflicted alilie, so Allah (extolled and cx.altcd be He!) 
might show forth her innocence upon the heads of atitnesscs.’ 
Tiieii she turned to the old man who had delivered her from 
the pit and pr.iy'cd for him, and gave him presents manifold and 
among them a myriad, a 13 adrah“; and the sick made w'holc de¬ 
parted from her. When rhe was alone with her husband, she 
made liim draw ne.ar unto her and rejoiced in his arrival, 
and g.avc him the choice of .abiding with her. Presently', she 

1 Tins paragraph is supplied by Mr. r.ajne something of the kind has 
ciidf-ntlv fallon out of ihe Arab text 

2 I f,, in die presence of witncs'cs. legally 

3 LU. a nijnad, ten thoub.ind dirhams. See sol in. night cccxlvi 



iS 4 Supplemental Nights. 

assembled the citizens and notified to them his virtue and Avorth, 
and counselled them to invest him Avith management of their 
rule, and besought them to malce him king over them. They 
consented to her on this, and he became king and made his home 
amongst them, whilst she gave herself up to her orisons and 
cohabited wnth her husband as she was with him aforetime. 
“ Nor,” continued the Wazir, “ is this tale, O long of the time, 
stranger or pleasanter than that of the Hirehng and the Girl 
whose maAV he slit and fled." When King Shah Bakht heard 
this, he said, “ hlost lUce, all they say of the Minister is leasing, 
and his innocence will be made manifest even as that of the 
Devotee AAas manifested.” Then he comforted the Wazir’s heart 
and bade him hie to his house. 


(irf)r JUmctccntli of tjc 

Whe:s the evening evened, the King bade fetch the Wazir and 
sought of him the story of the Hirehng and the Girl. So he 
said, ” Hearkening and obedience. Give ear, 0 auspicious 
King, to 


THE TALE OF THE HIRELING AND THE GIRL.” 

There was once, of old time, in one of the tribes of the Arabs, 
a AAoman pregnant by her husband, and they had a lured sen'ant, 
a man of insight and understanding. When the woman came to 
her deliverj'-time, she gave birth to a girl-child in the night and 
they sought fire of the neighbours.* So the Hirehng went in 
quest of fire. Noav there ivas in the camp a Divineress," and she 
questioned him of the new-born child, an it v as male or female. 
Quoth he, “ 'Tis a girl ” ; and quoth she, “ That girl will u’hore 


1 The fire was intended to defend the mother and babe from Jinns, bad 
spirits, the eiil ej e, etc Romans ht candles in the room of the puerpara, 
hence the goddess Candelifera, and the term Candelaria applied to the B V. 
In Brands Popnlar Antiquities (u 144) we find "Gregori* mentions an 
ordmary superstition of the old wi\es who dare not trust a child in a cradle 
by Itself alone wathout a candle ”. this was for fear of the “ night-hag *’ 
(Hilton. P L . 11 662) The same idea prei ailed m Scotland and in Germany 
see the learned Liebrecht (who translated the Pentamerone) *' Zur Folhs- 
knnde, p 31 In Sweden, if the candle go out, the child maybe canned off 
bj the Trolls echenstedt, A\ endische Sagen, p 446) The custom has 
teen traced to the Malay penmsula, whither it v as probably imported by the 
Hindus or the aroslems, and amongst the Tajiks in Bokhara Por the Hindu 
pmctice, see ^ ^ 3 ° 5 " Prof Taw ney's learned note analy sed aboi e 

^2 Arab.'* Rahinah," fern of Kahin (Cohen) see Kahanali, \ ol 1 night i. 
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with an hundted inciu ai'.d a hiruHng fliaU wed her and a spider 
slirdl slay lier.’* When ihe hired man htaid thi*;, he returned 
ripen his iti pi, and rjoini; in to the woman, took the child from 
lier h}' rrdy manayement and slit its maw: then he fled forth 
into the void at hap-haaatd, ard aliode in stranyerhood while 
Allah so willed.’ He gained much money; and, roturnins; to 
his own land, after twenty years' ahrence, alighted in the 
nnghl'ourliood of an old woman, whom he wheedled and treated 
v.kli liberality, requiting of her .a young person wiioin he might 
enjoy V ilhont marrir’ge. Said rdie, “ 1 know' none hut a certain 
fait woman, who is icnowned for this indnstir.” Then she 
de'crilwd h.er charms to him and m ule liim lust after her, and he 
said, “liarten to her this minute and lavish upon her whalso 
she a'l.eih." So the crone betc-k lurself to the girl and dis- 
eovcied his wishes to her, .and incited h.cr to him; hut she 
arsweied, “ ’Tis true that I was in habit of whoredom, but now 
1 hare !> rented to Almighty .Mlah, and hare no more longing to 
this: nay, I desire lawful wedlock; so, if he he content with 
that which is ligal, 1 am hetwttn Ins liands.'” The old woman 
returned to the man .and tohl iiim what the damsel sud ; and he* 
lusted after h.er, became of her beauty and her penitence; so he 
took her to rrife, and rrlun he went m to her, he Icncd her .and 
after like f.ishion she lorcd him. Thus they .abode a great while, 
till ore d.ay he fjm*itu>'ud her of the can've of a scat' he espied 
on her b'\ly, and she sud, “ I wot n.aughl thereof s.arc that my 
mother told me a marvellous thing coneerning it." Asked he, 
“What rr.is ih it r " and «hc .mswered, “My mother declared 
that she gare birth to me one night of the rsintry nights, aiul 
despatched a hired man, who w.as r\ith ns, in quest of fire for 
her. He wars .absent a little rrhilc and picicntly leturning, took 
me and slit my maw and fied. When my mother saw this, 
chagrin stieed her and comp.ission pos-=osscd her; so she sewed 
up iny stom.ach and nuifcd me till the wound healed by the 
ordinance of Allah (to whom belong Might and Majesty').’’ When 
her husband heard this, he said to her, “ ^Yhat is thy name and 
wh.rt may be the name of thy mothei and who may be thy 
father?” She told him their names and her own, whereby he 
knew that it was she whose maw he had slit and said to her, 
“And where are thy mother and father?" “They are both 


1 11, for a long time, as has Hen lieforc explained 
e I f. at hw service .\r.xl)*a w.vs well provided with Hct.aira. and public 
women long before the dajs of 

3 Arab. " Atliar " sign, mark, trail. 
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dead.” “ I am that Hireling who slit thy stomach.” “ Why 
didst thou that ?" “ Because of a saying I heard from the 

wise woman.” “ What was it ? " “ She declared thou wouldst 

play the whore with an hundred men, and that I after that should 
wed thee.” “ Ay, I have whored with an hundred men, no more 
and no less, and behold, thou hast married me.” “ The Divineress 
also foresaid that thou shouldst die, at the last of thy life, of 
the bite of a spider. Indeed, her sa 5 ung hath been verified of 
the fornication and the marriage, and I fear lest her word come 
true no less in the death.” Then they betook themselves to a 
place without the city, where he builded him a mansion of solid 
stone and white stucco, and stopped its inner walls and plastered 
them , leaving not therein or cranny or crevice, .and he set in it 
two slave-girls whose senuces were sweeping and wiping, for fear 
of spiders. Here he abode with his wife a great while, till one 
day the man espied a spider on the ceiling and beat it down. 
When his wife saw it, she said, “This is that which the vise 
woman foresaid would slay me, so, by thy life, suffer me to lull 
it with mine own hand.” Her husband forbade her from this, 
but she conjured him to let her destroy the spider , then, of her 
fearfulness and her eagerness, she took a piece of wood and smote 
it. The wood brake of the force of the blow, and a splinter from 
it entered her hand and wrought upon it, so that it swelled. 
Then her fore-arm also swelled and the swelling spread to her 
side and thence grew till it reached her heart and she died. 
“Nor” (continued the Wazir), “is this stranger or more 
wondrous than the story of the Weaver who became a Leach by 
commandment of his wfe.” When the King heard this, his 
admiration redoubled and he said, “ In very truth. Destiny is 
written to all creatures, and I vnll not accept aught that is said 
against my Minister the loyal counsellor.” And he bade him 
hie to his home. 


Cfic CrtDcnftctl) Oisht of tfic ^HnntS. 

When the evening evened, the King bade summon his Minister 
and he presented himself before him, whereupon he required of 
him the hearing of the story. So the Wazir said, “ Hearkening 
and obedience. Give ear, O King, to 



7uf 7\t!c cf .'/> JJ'cnvft ir/o Iccante a Lea:/:. 


THE TALE OF run WEAVER WHO BLCAHE A LEACH 
DV ORDER OF HIS WIFE." 

Thctc (nice, m the I.ind of Fnis,' a ninn v.ho uodded a 
uonian iiiplicr Unn himself in rank and nobler of Iincai;c, but 
she had no t;mrdun to preserve her from want. She loathed to 
marn,* one v’lio vv.as lieaoath her; vet she v.ived with him 
iv’causo of need, and tool: of him a bond in vvritine; to the cfiect 
ttirii lie wouhl ever bo under her order to bid and forbid, and 
would nevtr thwait her in v.oid or in deed. Now the man 
was a WcMVor and he batmd himself in writing to pav Ins 
wife ten tiiousind dirhams in case of defauh. .After such f.tsliion 
they abod” a tong while till one d.ay the wife went out to fetch 
water, of vhVh r.hc had lucl, and saw a leich who had spread 
a carpet hard by the road, whereon he had set ont great 
store of S'lnplcs- and imphament*. of medicine, .and he wa.s 
speaking ai'd muttering charnw., whilst the folk doeKcd to him 
from all guarivrs and giit him cdiout on e\ety su'e The \Vc.i\ei’s 
wife m.arvclled at the largeness of the pliysitnn’s fortune’ and 
.said in herself, " Were my luishind thus, he would lead an easy 
life and that wherein we arc of straitntss and poverty would he 
widened to ium." Then she reti'rned home, c.uk-full and rare- 
full; ,uul when her luish.uid s.iw her in this condition, he qms- 
tioncd her of her case and she s ud to him, " Venlj, mj breast is 
narrowed by reason of thee and of the very gooJntss rif liune 
intent," pic-'cntly .adding. •' Narrow means smt me not, and thoii 
in thy picsent ci.aft g.amcst uWight; so (,’thu do thou Seek out a 
l>iisine'‘5 other than tins ur pay me my rightful due' and let me 
uend my wave," Jler husband chid htr foi this and .advised her 
to take patience; hut slie would not he turned fiom her desagn 
and raid to bun, “Go foith .and watch yonder phjsician how he 
doth and leun from him what he sailh.” Said he, “ Let not thy 
hc.arl he troubled,” and added, “I will go every day to llic 
lesstori of the leach.” So he heg.an resorting daily to the 
physician and coinimUing to memory his answers .ind that 


1 (f.l’cr'ia fjci'vol iii cccKviu. 

2 Aral) "'.M U.ir” p'ur. of prop -^aromatic roots; but applied 

to vulgar dm?-, nr iimpL-.. .aa in the T.ile of tiic Sa-c Diiban, \oI i niglit i\ 

3 Ar.ab, “bi'al nzki-h," i e , the cwo with which lie earned his copious 

livelihood j 

! r , the ten thous.and dirhams of the bond, boside the unpaid and con- 
tiuqent portion of her M.ahr" or ni.arn.ase-seltleincnt 
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which he spohe of jargon,» tiJi he had gotten a great matter by 
rote, and all this he learned and thoroughly digested it. Then 
he returned to his wife and said to her, “ I have stored up the 
physician’s sayings in memor}’-, and have mastered his manner of 
muttering and diagnoses and prescribing remedies, and I wot by 
heart the names of the medicines" and of all the diseases, and 
there abideth of thy bidding naught undone; so what dost thou 
command me now to do.5” Quoth she, "Leave'the loom and 
open thyself a leach’s shop”; but quoth he, "My fellow-towns¬ 
men know me and this affair will not profit me, save in a land of 
strangerhood; so come, let us go out from this city and get ns 
to a foreign land and there live.” And she said, " Do whatso 
thou wiliest." Accordingly, he arose and taking his w'eaving 
gear, sold it and bought with the puce drugs and simples and 
UTTought himself a carpet, w'lth which they set out and journeyed 
to a certain village, where they took up their abode. Then the 
man fell to going round about the hamlets and villages and out¬ 
skirts of towns, after donning leach’s dress; and he began to 
earn his livelihood and make much gam. Their affairs prospered 
and their circumstances were bettered, w’herefore they praised 
Allah for their present ease, and the village became to them a 
home In this way he lived for a long time, but at length ho 
wandered anew,’ and the days and the nights ceased not to 
transport him from country to country, till he came to the land 
of the Roum and lighted doA\Ti in a city of the cities thereof, 
wherein was Jalinds* the Sage; but the Weaver knew him not, 
nor was aware who he was. So he fared forth, as was his wont, 
in quest of a place where the folk might be gathered together, 
and hired the courtyard’ of Jahnus. There he spread his 
carpet and setting out on it his simples and instruments of 
medicine, praised himself and his skill and claimed a cleverness 
such as none but he might claim.’ Jahnus heard that which 

I Arab “ Al-Hazur ” from Hazr = loquacity, fri\ olous garrulity Every 
craft in the East has a jargoa of its oivn, and the goldsmith (Zargar) is famed 
for speaking a language made unintelligible by the constant insertion of a 
letter or letters not belonging to the word It is as if we rapidly pronounced 
How d’ye do ~ Howth doth jeth doth ? 

al-Adwi)ah.” such as are contained in volumes like the 
" Alfaz al-Adwiyah " (Nomenclature of Drugs) 

3 I am compelled to insert a hue in order to make sense 

4 " G^en,” who is considered by Moslems as a kind of pre-lslamitic 
Samt, and whom Rabelais (m c 7) calls Ee gentil Falot Galen, is explained 
by Eustathius as the Serene 3 ?from yeA.(£w = ndeo. 

.. -o clear space before the house as opposed to the 

Bathah (Span. Paiio), the inner court 

Bob^mvyS' ^ description of the naive style of reclame adopted by the Eastern 
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Ijc nfiirmctl of In'; niult'r'^t.iiuiing, and it was certified unto him 
and tstaWished in his mind that the" man Mas a sinllcd loach 
of the leaches of the Persians and he said in liimsolf, “ Unless 
he had confidence in his Know ledge and wcie minded to confront 
mo and contend with me, he had not sought the door of my 
house ncitlur had he spohen that whicli he hath spolren,” 
And care and doubt pal hold upon jaliiius: so he dtew near the 
Wcascr and addicssed hinwcif to see how his doings should 
nid, whilst tlic foil: l>ega:i to flock to him and describe to 
him their .niiments,' and he would answer them thereof, hitting 
the mark one while and misstn" it another wlulc, so that naught 
appealed to Jalimis of his fasliion whereby liis mind might be 
assured that he had justly estimated his skill. Presently, np 
came a w’oman with a urinal,’ .and when the Weaver saw the 
phial afar ofi', he said to her, “ This is the water of n man, a 
ilr.angtr.” Said she, “ Ves”; and he conlimicd, “Is he not a 
jew' .and is not his .ailment fl.atulcncc ?“Yes,” icphcd the 
a'Oman, and the folk manelled at this; whciefore the man was 
magnified in the eyes of Jatmu'., for that he hoard speech such 
ns was not of the usage of doctors, seeing tli.at thej know not 
urine but by sh.aking it and looking straitly tliereon, neither wot 
they .a man'.s water from a woman's watei, nor a stranger’s ftom 
a cowntrsman’s, nor a Jew's from a Sharif’s.’ Then the woman 
askfd, "What is the remedy?'' and the Wcaicr .answered, 
'‘Bring the honorarium.'” So she paid him a diihain, and he 
g.ave her mcdtcmc.s contr.irj' to th.it ailment and such as would 
only aggr.uate the coniiilaint. When jalimis saw what appeared 
to him of the man’s mcap icily, he turned to his disciples and 
pupils and bade them fetch the mock doctor, with all lus ge.ir 
and drugs. Accordingly they broinght him into his presence 
without flay or delay, and when Jalimis saw him before Inrn, ho 
asked him, " Knowest thou me?'' and the other .answered, “ No, 
nor did I cicr .set eyes on thee bcfoie thi.s day." Quoth the 
Sage, "Dost thou know Jnhnus?” and cpioth the Wca\ci, 
“No." Then said Jnhmis, "Wh.atdravc thee to do that which 
thou dost ?" So he acquainted him with his adventure, 


1 Y.incli dify tiabiUiallj <lo. tn-theby, with an imuien'-e amount of 

anpK.a'anlc!-:tai!, Sw Pilimmaeo i iS . , . „ ... 

2 The old Preach iiaiiie for the pht.al or bottle m \ihich the piticnt •> 


ujitcr J1 nl. 

3 A tkiccndanl from Mobamnsed. stnctly through bii grandson IIii«a\n 

Scc\ol 111 night cccii . . . r , . • 

.j Arab "Al-Tntiih” lit the MCtorici; a cuphcmibtic term foi \Wiat is 

snbnnttcd to ibc "nuu-culu^ guinc-aorum " 
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especiallj' -uath the dowry and the obligation by which he was 
bound with regard to Ins wife whereat the Sage man^elled and 
certified himself anent the matter of the marriage-settlement 
Then he bade lodge him near himself and entreated him with 
kindness, and took him apart and said to him, “ Expound to me 
the story of the unne-phial, and wdience thou knewest that the 
ivater therein was that of a man, and he a stranger and a Jew, 
and that his ailment was flatulenceThe Weaver replied, 
“ ’Tis well. Thou must know' that w'e people of Persia are 
skilled in physiognomy,^ and I saw the woman to be rosy- 
cheeked, blue-eyed and tall-statured. Now these quahties 
belong to w'omen who are enamoured of a man and are distracted 
for love of him=, moreover, I saw' her burning w'ith anxiety, so I 
knew' that the patient w'as her husband. As foi his strangerhood, 
I noted that the dress of the w’oman differed from that of the 
tow'nsfolk, wherefore I knew' that she was a foreigner ; and in the 
mouth of the phial I saw' a yellow' rag,® which garred me wot 
that the sick man was a Jew' and she a Jew'ess. kloreover, she 
came to me on first day*; and ’tis the Jews’ custom to take 
meat-puddings® and food that hath passed the night' and eat 


1 Arab ■■ Firasah," lit judging the points of a mare (/nnj) Of phjsio- 
gnomy, or rather judgmg by externals, curious tales are told by the Arabs 
In Al-Mas’udi (chapt Ivi) is the onginal of the camel blind of one eje. etc , 
vhich the genius of Voltaire has made famous throughout Europe 

2 I here quote Mr Pajne’s note "Sic in the text, but the passage is 
apparently corrupt It is not plain nhy a rosy complexion, blue ej es and 
tMlness, should be peculiar to women in love Arab women being commonly 
short, swarthy and blach-ejed, the attributes mentioned appear rather to 
denote the foreign origin of the woman, and it is probable, therefore, that 
this passage has by a copjist’s error been mixed up x\ith that which relates 
to the signs by which the mock physician recognised her strangerhood, the 
clause specifying the symptoms of her lox’e-lorn condition haxiiig been 
crow ded out in the process, an accident of no unfrequent occurrence m the 
transcription of Oriental works " 

3 The sumptuary laws, compelling for instance the Jews to wear 
yellow turbands, and the Christians to carry girdles date from the Captuie 
of Jerusalem in A D 636 by Caliph Omar See xol 1 night xiu ; and 
Terminal Essay § i 

4 I c , our Sunday the Jewish week ending with the Sabbath (Saturday). 
I haxe already noted this term for Saturn's day. established as a God’s rest 
by* Commandment No ix How it lost its honours amongst Christians none 
can say the text in Col 11 16, 17, is msuflicient to abolish an order gixen 
xMth such pomp and circumstance to. and obeyed so stnctly and unuersally 
by. the Hebrews, mcluding the Founder of Christianity The general idea is 
that the Jewish Sabbath was done away* with by the Christian dispensation 
(although Jesus kept it with the usual scrupulous care), and that sundry of 
the Councils at Colossae and Inodicea anathematised those who obsened the 
Saturday after Israelitish fashion 

5 Harais plur of Harisah see xol i night xiii 

6 It would have been cooked on our Thursday night, or the Jewnsh 
Friday* mght, and would be stale and indigestible on the next day 
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them on the Sntnulay their Snhhath, hot nnd coUl, and the}’ 
f’Nrced in {ailin'; 'whcrLfoie flatuience and indi"e';tion Imtido 
them. Tlm‘> 1 w.is directed .and pne-sed that which thou hast 
he.ird.'’ Nou v.iien jnhnus hcauJ tins, he ordered the Weaver 
the amornit of !ms life's dowry, and in Jo imn pay it to her and 
said to limi, “ Divorce her." Fiirtheimorc, lie forbade liini from 
returning to the piaciice of piiysic, and v.atned him never again 
to talc to wi.hj a woman of r.uik higher than Ins own; and he 
gave liim hia speiulingmionoy and charr:ed him return to liis 
proper craft. *' Nor ’* (continued the W.iair), “ is this talc 
stranger or rarer than the story of the Two Sharpers who each 
corened his Compeer.” When Kim; Shah liakht lieard this, he 
said to hunself, “ How like i-» this story to my present case with 
this Mniirter, who liath not his like!" Then he b.ade him hie to 
his own house and come aeaiii at eventide, 

C(ic Ctacnty.rirei Jtlisiit of ifit 

Wiiives nighled the niglit, the Warir prc'cntcd himself before 
the King, who bade him relate the promised .story. So lie said, 
“ He.'irkcning atid obedience. Ghc tar, O King, to 


THE TALE OF 1 HE TWO SHARPERS WHO EACH 
COPJEXED HIS COMPEER." 

There av.is once, in the city of Hagluiad, a man hight Ab 
Marwazi,’ who was a shaipcr and ruined the folk with his 
rogueries, .mid he was renowned in .all quarter-, for knavery, lie 
went out one day, carry mg a load of rdicep’s droppings, and sware 
to himself that he would not return to his lodging till he had sold 
it at the price of rai-,ms. Now there was in another city a second 
sharper, hight Ai-K.izi," one of its worst, who went out tJic 


1 Man\ ('.'arRiana). winch theTiirJ omani pronounce "Mawr.’' is dcrnetl 

by noaniouf kmn the Sansk Maru or .M.an", .mul hy Sir H lianlinww from 
Marr or Marj. the I_at MarRo, Genn Marl , Ihw'hih March. Old French 

Marche and Kco-!axt. Marca So Mar/han, a W'ardcn of the Mai dies- 

vol. ni nii;ht event The adj is not Mar.tri as stated in vol. iii niRht 

cKicr't . tmi Marwari. for which sec Ihn Klullikan. rol 1. p 7. etc : 301 

there arc Kocrl writers who use " .M.ar.in *■ .as I? in f >r a native of 

2 t r, native of Ka33 aty See vol lu. niuht cclwii. 
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same day, bearing a ]oad of goat’s droppings,‘ anent -whicli he 
had sworn to himself that he w'ould not sell it but at the price of 
sun-dried figs So the twain fared on with that which was by 
them and ceased not going till they met in one of the Ichans" and 
one complained to other of what he had suffered on travel in 
quest of gam and of the little demand for his wares. Now each 
of them had it in mind to cheat his fellow; so the man of 
Marw said to the man of Rayy, “ Wilt thou sell me that ? ” He 
said, “Yes," and the other continued, “And wilt thou buy that 
w'hich IS with me ? " The man of Ra}^ consented; so they 
agreed upon this and each of them sold to lus mate that which - 
was with him in exchange for the other’s; after which they bade 
farewell and both fared forth As soon as the twain were out 
of sight, they examined their loads, to see what %vas therein, 
and one of them found that he had a load of sheep’s droppings 
and the other that he had a load of goat’s droppings; whereupon 
each of them turned back in quest of his fellow. They met 
again m the khan and laughing at each other cancelled their 
bargain ; then they agreed to enter into partnership and that all 
all they had of money and other good should be in common, 
share and share alike. Then quoth Al-Razi to Al-Marwazi, 
“ Come inth me to my city, for that ’tis nearer than thine.” So 
he went with him, and when he arrived at his quarters, he said 
to his w'lfe and household and neighbours, “ This is my brother, 
who hath been absent m the land of Khorasan and is come back.’’ 
And he abode w'lth him in all honour for a space of three days. 
On the fourth day, Al-Razi said to him, “ Know, O my brother, 
that I purpose to do something." The other asked, “ What is 
it ? ’’ and the first answered, “ I mean to feign myself dead and 
do thou go to the bazar and hire two porters and a bier. Then 
take me up and go about the streets and markets with my body 
and collect alms on my account.®’’ Accordingly the Marw man 


1 Normallj used for fuel The tale viil remind old Anglo-Indians of 
the t'\o Bengal officers who were great at such “ sells.'* and who 
'Swopped a spavined horse for a broken-down "buggy” 

2 in the text "ihanadit,” ditches, trenches, probably (as Mr Payne 

suggests) a clerical or typographical error for "Fanadik.” inns or caravan- 
dcccxlv °f "Funduk” (Span Fonda), for w hich see vol vi night 


iho IS sentence is supplied bj' Mr Payne to remedy- the incoherence of 
nonr Mian bound to See True Believers decently buried, and the 

Ham Riha funeral Here the tale resembles the opemng of 

morals admirable picture of Persian manners and 
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u-paircd to the mtvd.et and, fetching that which he Foughl, 
rcluin'-cl to the Kayy man’s house, wlierc lie found his fellow 
cast d'lv, n in the entrance-passage, with his hearti tied and lus 
cyi s shut, and hi*, toinplesion \,as paled and his belly uns blown 
and Ids limbs won' loose. So he deemed him redly dead .and 
rhook him but he spoke not, then lie took a knife and pricked 
his fe.,t, but he budged not. Presently said Al-K.i/i, •'\Vhat is 
ihii., O fcol ?" and said .M-Marwa/i, “ I deemed thou w.ist dead 
in aery deed." ,\l-lva;'.i cried, “Get tlu-e to business, .and Ic.avc 
fnnnitig.” lie tool; liim up and went v.ith hirn to tiie market 
and colketed alms for liim lli.at day till eventide, when he bore 
him bark to his rdodo and waited tilt the morrow. Ne\t 
riorni.ig, he .ig.am took up the bier and walked round with it as 
liefcre, in quest of elianty. Presently, the Chief of Police, who 
w.us of tho-e v.lio had give-n Iiim alms on the jirevions day, met 
him; so lie a\.as angered .ind fell on the portcis ami beat (hem 
ami t^vik tin dead body, sajing, “J will Iniiy liim .and win 
reward in Ileaven,'” So his followers took him up and carrying 
him to the Pohcc-ofncet, fetchol gr.ase-diggtrs, avho dug him 
•a giavc. Tin n they brought liim a shroud and perfumes^ and 
fe'tchrd an old man of the quirtcr to wash liim. so the Shaykh 
recited over him the appointed praycis’ and lajiiig Imn on 
the licnch, washed him and .shrouded him. After he h.ad 
been shrondtd he befouled himself*; so the grey beard ic- 
newed the w.a'hing and went away to make the Wur.u-ablntion, 
whilst rdl the folk departed to do likewise, before the orisons 
of the fiineial. When the de.ad man found him.self alone, 
lie sprang up, as he averc a Satan; and, donning the corpse- 
washer's dress,' took the cups and water-can* and wrapped them 
up in napkins; then he clapped his shroud under his arm-pit .and 
went out. The doorkarcpers tlioughl that he was the washer and 


1 Amb Al r.jr,” v.liirli b.as often occurrcil 

2 Ar.ib " H.atuit," 1 1 . leastsof the lonis-trce to l>e tnfus.d aa n wn‘h for 
ttie corp e; c,nmpbor iv-ri willi cotton to close the mnmh and other onficcs. 
and. in the ca-.e of a wt dthy ni.'ui, rose-w.atcr, roubk. ainliergns, sandal-wooik 
and hgn .aloe, (or fiimi'-t.ition 

3 Which .ab\.a> . l)../iti with four ‘•'lakbrs” and differ in man) points 
from tbc iisu il on ons bee Uane {.M H ebapt x\b 111) who i<i, liowiier. \or) 
supirficial iiivm .in mtneate and liitr'-cstiiu; subjict lie eien nidects to 
nciittoii the miml'or of Kill'at (Ijows) usual at C.atro .and the aliwnco of 
jirostration fsiiji.d) for V Inch rte sol i night wvv 

4 'ilms’n luiui!'; all the .abhiliimal o'licc. to bo rep-ated Tie Shaikh, 
by liandlinp; the corj. e, hcc-ame ccrcmoni.ill) inipiic and require 1 •• \Vu/u " 
Ivdore he co.iM jray tnlu r .at home or in the Mo.qiie 

5 'I he b!i,.\ I h had h ft it when he went out to perform Wn.-n. 

f. A'.ab "biir' — the Kit .and'Idtrubcan •'bitul.a" .a.ul “ Sitnlus," .a 
w.atcr-pol 

vui. r.. 
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asked him, “ Hast thou made an end of the washing, so we may 
acquaint the Emir '> ” The sharper answered, “ Yes,” and made 
off to his abode, where he found the Marw man a-wooing his mfe 
and saying to her, “ By thy life, thou wilt never again look upon 
his face for the best reason that by this time he is buried: I 
myself escaped not from them but after toil and trouble, and if 
he speak, they will do him to death.” Quoth she, “ And uhat 
wouldst thou have of me ? ” and quoth he, “ Satisfy my desire 
and heal my disorder, for I am better than thy husband.” And 
he began toying with her as a prelude to possession. Now when 
the Rayy man heard this, he said, “Yonder wittol-pimp lusteth 
after my wife; but I will at once do him a damage.” Then he 
rushed in upon them, and when Al-Marwazi saw him, he won¬ 
dered at him and said to him, “ How didst thou make thine 
escape ’ ” Accordingly he told him the trick he had played, and 
they abode talking of that which they had collected from the folk, 
and indeed they had gotten great store of money. Then said the 
man of Marw, “ In very sooth, mine absence hath been prolonged 
and hef would I return to my own land.” Al-Razi said, “ As 
thou wiliest”, and the other rejoined, “ Let us divide the monies 
,we have made and do thou go with me to my home, so I may 
show thee my tricks and my works.” Replied the man of Rayy, 
“ Come to-morrow, and we will divide the coin.” So the Manv 
man went away and the other turned to his wife and said to her, 
“We have collected us great plenty of money, and the dog would 
fain take the half of it; but such thing shall never be, for my mind 
hath been changed against him, since I heard him making love 
to thee; now, therefore, I propose to play him a tnck and enjoy 
all the money; and do thou not oppose me.” She replied, “ ’Tis 
well”; and he said to her, “To-morrow, at peep o’ day I will 
feign myself dead, and do thou cry aloud and tear thy hair, 
whereupon the folk will floclr to me. Then lay me out and bury 
me , and, when the folk are gone away from the grave, dig doivn to 
me and take me; and fear not for me, as I can abide without 
harm two days in the toinb-niche.*” W^hereto she made answer, 
“Do e’en whatso thou wilt.” Accordingly, when it was the 
dawn-hour, she bound his beard and spreading a veil over him, 
shrieked aloud, whereupon the people of the quarter flocked to 
her, men and women. Presently, up came Al-Marwazi, for 
the division of the money, and heanng the keening asked. 


I Arab " I.ahd. Luhd," the niche or cell hollowed out in the side of the 
oblong trench here the corpse is deposited and covered with palm-fronds etc 
to pre\ ent the earth touching it. See my Pilgrimage ii 304 ' ’ 
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*'Whnt may be tlie news?" Quoth they, “Thy brother is 
dead " ; and quotJi he in !!inj<;elf, “ The neenrsed feliow co/cneth 
me, so lie may get all the coin for himself, but I will presently 
do with him v.hat shall soon rc-qttid:en him.” Then he tare 
the bosom of his robe and bared his head, weeping and saying, 
“Alas, my Inothcr, ahl Alas, my chief, ah! Alas, my lord, 
ah!" And he went in to the men, wlio rose .and condoled 
with him. Ihcn he accosted the K.ayy man’s wife and said 
to her, “How came his death to occur?" Said she, “I know 
nothing except that, when 1 arose in the morning, I found him 
dead." Moreover, he questioned her of the money which w.as vdth 
her, but she cried, “ I have no knowledge of this and no tidings." 
So he s;it down at his fellow-sharper’s head, and said to him, 
“ Know, O Razi, that 1 will not le.ave thee till after ten dajs with 
their nights, wherein I will wake and sleep by thy grave. So ri^e 
and don’t be a fool." But he .answered him not, and the man 
of Marw drew his knife and fell to sticking it into the other's 
hands and fcit, purposing to make him move; but he stirred not 
.and he pre*-cntly greiv weary of this .and determined that the 
sharper was ready dead. However, he still had his suspicions 
.md said to himself, “ This fellow is falsing me, so he may enjoy 
all tlie money." Therewith he began to prepare the body for 
burial and bought for it perfumes and whatso was needed. Then 
they brought him to the washiiig-piacc .and Al-Marwazi came 
to him; and, heating water till it boiled and bubbled, and a third 
of it was c\aporatcd, fell to pouring it on his skin, so that it 
turned bnght red and lively blue and was blistered; but he abode 
still on one casc.^ Presently they wrapped him in the shroud 
and set linn on the bier, which they took up and bearing him to 
the burial-pkace, plated him in the gr.avc-nichc and filled in the 
earth; .after which the folk dispersed. But the Marw man .and 
the widow .abode by the tomb, wtcping, and ceased not sitting 
till sundown, when the woman said to him, “Come, let us hie us 
home, for this weeping will not profit ns, nor will it restore the 
dead." He replied to her, “By Allah, I will not budge hence 
till I have .slept and w.ikcd by this tomb ten days with their 
nights 1" When she heard this his speech, she feared lest he 
should keep his word and his oath, and so her husband perish; 
but she said in her mind, “ This one dissemblcth: an I leave 
him and return to my house, he will tarry by him a little while 

I Tor the incredible amount of torture winch Castern obstinacy « ill some 
times endure, see Al-Mns'ndi's talc of the miserable little old man who stole 
the ten purses, vol vi night dcccrxxiv. 
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and go away.” And Al-Marwazi said to her, “ Arise, thou, and 
hie thee home.” So she arose and repaired to her house, Avhilst 
the man of Marw abode m his place till the night was half spent, 
when he said to himself, "How long? Yet how can I let this 
knavish dog die and lose the money ? Better I open the tomb 
on him and brmg him forth and take my due of him by dint of 
grievous beating and torment.” Accordingly, he dug him up and 
pulled him forth of the grave; after which he betook himself 
to a garden hard by the burial-ground, and cut thence staves 
and palm-fronds.' Then he tied the dead man’s legs and laid 
on to him with the staff and beat him a gnevous beating; but the 
body never budged. Y^hen the time grew longsome on him. Ins 
shoulders became a-weary, and he feared lest some one of the 
watch passing on his round should surprise and seize him. So he 
took up Al-Razi and carrying him forth of the cemetery, stayed 
not till he came to the klagians’ mortuary-place and casting him 
down m a Tower of Silence," rained heav}' blows upon him till 
his shoulders failed him, but the other stirred not. Then he 
seated him by his side and rested; after which he rose and re¬ 
newed the beating upon him; and thus he did till the end of the 
night, but without making him move. Now, as Destiny decreed, 
a band of robbers whose wont it was, when they had stolen any¬ 
thing, to resort to that place and there divide their loot, came 
thither in early-dawn, according to their custom ; they numbered 
ten and they had uith them much wealth which they were 
carrying. \Yhen they approached the Ton er of Silence, they heard 
a noise of blows within it and their captain cned, “This is a 
Magian whom the Angels® are tormenting.” So they entered the 
cemetery, and as soon as they arnved over against him, the man of 
hlarw feared lest they should be the watchmen come upon him, 


1 Arab “ Jaridali ’’ {whence the Jarid-game) a palm-frond stripped of its 
Jeaies and used for a host of purposes besides flogging, chairs, sofas, 
bedsteads, wges, etc , etc Tales of heroism in "eating stick" are always 
highly relished by the loiver orders of Egyptians, who pnde themselves upon 
preferring the severest bastinado to paying the smallest amount of " nnt " 

2 Arab “ Nawus," the hollow tower of masonry with a grating over the 
central well upon which the Magian corpse is placed to be torn by birds of 
prey it is kept up by the Parsi population of Bombay' and is known to 
Europeans as the “ Tower of Silence ” Xais and Nawus also mean a 
lyreUirum, a fire-temple, and bare a whimsical resemblance to the Greek 
Aaos 


Interrogat’ng Angels, seeiol iv. night cccci 
y-„, ° there names were given by the 

wbiS^ m bw thirteenth and fourteenth c ibits marked on the Kilometer 
whicn, in his day, was expected to show se\ emeen. 
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The Tale of the Two Sharpers who 
each Cozened his Compeer. 

“ Accordingly, he dug iiim up nnd pulled him 
forth of the gtave. . . . Then he lied the dead 
nian’n legs and laid on to him u'ith the staff and 
boat him a grievous beating; but the liody never 
budged.’' 
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fli.'tcfire he jlf<i nnd Ktoo^! ammi'; the tomb.-;.’ Tim robbcis 
nth .meed to tiie pbco and fiiidin!i the man of Rajy bound by 
the feet and by him :.ome ‘-evenly slick*;, v.-ondcret! at tbmv.ith 
ovnedin-\’.0!'dcr, and said, *'All.ih confound Ihccl Tiiis was 
a mbcit.inl, a man <J many crimes; forcirth bath rijVclcd iiim 
ftom iitr ivomb, .ami by my life, he i.s yel fresli! This is liis first 
m"ht in the tomb, aii'i the An';tlsi\crc tormenting him but now; 
SD wim.o of joii hath a .sin upon his soui, let him ho.at him, hy 
v..iy of olftiim: to Almii;hty All.ah.” Tlic robbcr.s said, “ We be 
s.miti'- ti’’e .>nd all”; so each of them went up to the coipsc and 
df ill it .about one hundred blows, une *--aymg the wlide, “ 'I'his is 
foi myjr,.ti!sr*l ’’ and .another laid on to him crying, “ This is for 
my grandt.ithcr!” v.lnbt a third muttered, “'I'his is for my 
biotbi'r!" and a fourth esclaiiued, “This is for my mother!" 
.\nd they nave not t.ikm*: turns at liirn .and heating him till they 

v. cro wr iry, whil.st AI-M.anva'i ttood laughing and .s.ijing in 
him'elf, “'JV, not I alone who h.a\e entered into default against 
him. There is no Tifajr.sty and there is no might save in Allah, 
the GIcn’ous. the Gre.at! " Then the lohlvjrs applied themselves 
to ih iriiu: their le'd win rein w.as a swoul which caused them to 
fall out ant 111 the man who shouM t.ake it. f.>uoih the Captain, 
“ 'Tis ni) rede tliat wt make pro-if of it; so, an it he a fine blade, 
we shall know its woilh, .ind if it he worthhss we .sli.a!) know 
th.it" ; v.lie.'-cto tiny ihi, “ 'fry it on this corpse, for U' is fresh." 
So the C.aptam tu'ik line svuid.imt drawing it, blandished and 
made a fil'e cut with it; but, when the man of R.aj-y saw this, 
he fch sure of dc ith and said in lus mind, “ I liavc home the 

w. ishing s! lb and the bailing water and the pricking with 
the knife pent and the .gi.iMi-niche :uid its stiaitncss and all 
this, tru: ting in .\li.ah that I might lie delivered from death, and 
indeed I have been delivcrid; but the sword I may not suffer, 
'’.ring that one stroke of it will make me .1 dead m.an." So 
i,.ving, lit- -sjir.ang to his feet, and, sci/.ing a thigh-hone of one 
departed, sluiuled at the lop of his voice, “ O ye dead ones, take 
them to your'clvts!" And he .smote one of them, whilst his 


I 'Ihelctt fii 2:7) Ins'■T.aaaiir" - an oicn, eVKkntly.a mrp'i.it for 

•• iCiili ir" ' luaihi . 

- Aral) '"In Abi" (a prop*lnlory oflerini;) for nr. f.ithcr So in 
\tnrocro tlw •* Pov.kr-til i.cr.," dullc-ale .1-.hol to a'.pccnl jitirixccor parson, 
cwin,. •' To rn> art! " To mj ili-ad!" "To my lior« ’ " etc 

' a Tor tins formiil.a !.ce vol > niillit '»• ‘s tcclmic.illy c,al!e!l 
” HaiiV il.ah" and •• Hatilnl.ah." words in ilie third conjug.ilion of increased 
(rditf'i's cnrrr pmding walli die (jiiadnlitcral r.adic,als and posses .mg the 
pecnlnr iMwcr of li.asr .abhrc.ia'ion Of this E,amc class is Basmahh 
(loh IV. mght ccccxhii.; vol vi, lUKhl drechx.xix ) 
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mate of Marw' smote another and they cried out at them and 
buffeted them on their neck-napes: ^vhereupon the robbers left 
that which was with them of loot and ran away; and indeed 
their wnts took flight for terror, and they ceased not running till 
they came forth of the Magians’ mortuary-ground and left it a 
parasang’s length behind them, when they halted, trembling and 
affrighted for the muchness of that which had befallen them of 
fear and awe of the dead.' As for Al-Razi and Al-Marwazi, they 
made peace each wath other and sat down to share the spoil. 
Quoth the man of Marw, “ I will not give thee a dirham of 
tins money, till thou pay me my due of the monies that be in 
thy bouse.” And quoth the man of Rayy, “ I will do naught 
of the kind,’ nor will I wdthdraw this from aught of my due ” 
So they fell out thereupon, and disputed each with other and 
either of the twain went saying to his fellow, “ I rvill not give 
thee a dirham I ” Wherefore w’ords ran high betw een them and 
the brawl was prolonged. Meanwhile, when the robbers baited, 
one of them said to the others, “Let us go back and see”; 
and the Captain said, “ This thing is impossible of the dead; 
never heard we that they came to life in such way. Return we 
and take our monies, for that the dead have no need of moneyk” 
And they w'ere divided in opinion as to returning, but presently 
one said, “ Indeed, our weapons are gone and w'e may not prevail 
against them and will not draw near the place; only let one of us 
go look at it, and if he hear no sound of them, let him suggest 
to us what we shall do." At this they agreed that they should 
send a man of them and assigned him for such mission two parts 
of the plunder. Accordingly, he returned to the bunal-ground 
and gave not over going till he stood at the door of the Tower of 
Silence, when he heard the words of AI-Marwazi to his fellow, 
" I mil not give thee a single dirham of the money I ” The other 
said the same and they were occupied mth brawling and abuse 
and talk So the robber returned in haste to his mates, who said, 
“What is behind thee’?” Quoth he, “Get you gone and run 
for your lives, O fools, and save yourselves: much people of the 
dead are come to life and between them are words and brawls.” 


r This scene vjth the watch, would be relished in the cottee-house, where 
the trichs of robbers, like a gird at the police, are always acceptable 

2 Arab 'Laalal . more conuuonlj hla aTa] Ala and La are s\tionj- 
mous negatnc particles, differing, howeiet, in application Ma (Gr pre¬ 
cedes defimtes. or indefinites La and Lam (Gr ov) oolv indefinites as 
" Ld ilaha," etc 

3 Allnding to the proverb, •• tVhat hast thou left behind thee. O Asam > " 

t f , what didst thou see ’ ' . . j 
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llcrcnl the robbers fled, whilst the two shnrpcrs returned to the 
nrin of Rnyy's house and made peace, and added the robbers’ 
spjil to the monies they had gained and lived n length of time 
"Nor, O king of the age" (continued the \V,azir), "is this 
stranger or rarer than the story of the Four Sharpers with the 
Sh’’ofi and the ,\ss." When the lung heard this story, he smiled 
and it pleased him and he bade the Minister to Ins own house. 

Cbr CtDtntti.g'Cfoni! nigbl cf tfje ^Ranffj. 

WiiK.v the evening evened. King Shah T 3 akht summoned the 
W.arir and requited of him the hearing of the story. So 
Ai-Kahwan sud, "Hearkening and obedience. Give tar, O 
King, to 

’THE TALE OF HIE SflARPERS WITH THE SHROFF' 
ASP THE ASS." 

Four sharpets onee plotted against a ShrolT, a man of imich 
wealth, and agreed upon a sleight for securing some of his coins. 
So one of them took an ass and laying on it a bag, wherein 
were dirhams, lighted down at the shop of the Shroff and sought 
of him small change. The man of monies brought out to him 
the* sihtr bits and bartered them wnth him, wliilst the sharper 
was easy with him in the matter of the exchange, so he might gar 
him long for more gam. As they were thus, up came the other 
three shaipcrs and surrounded the donkey; and one of them 
said, " ’Tis lie,” and another said, “ Wait till I look at limi." 
Then he look to considering the ass and stroking him from crest’ 
to tad; whilst the third wont up to him and handled him and felt 
him from head to rump, saying, " Ves, ’tis in him.” Saul 
another, " Ko, 'us not in him ” ; and they left not doing the like 
of this for .some time. Then they accosted the donkey’s owner 
and ehaffered with him and he said, "I will not sell him but 
for ten thous.iml dirh.ims,” They offered him a thousand dirhams; 
but he* refused and swore* that lie would not vend the ass but 
for that which he had said. They ceased not adding to their 
offer till the price re.vched five thousand dirhams, whilst 
tlieir mate still said, " I’ll not vend him save for ten thousand 
silver pieces.” The Shroff .advised him to sell, but be would not 
do this and s.iid to him, "llo, shaykh ! Thou wottest not the 


t Aral) “Sajrafi.'’SS as " Sarr.if " ■ see vol i niqhl 
2 Anib " \l-Xl.a r.afaU"^the place where the mane grows 
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case of this donkey. Stick to silver and gold, and what pcr- 
taineth thereto of exchange and small change; because indeed 
the virtue of this ass is a mystery to thee. For ever}' craft its 
ciafty men, and for every means of livelihood its peculiar people.” 
When the affair was prolonged upon the three sharpers, they 
went away and sat down aside ; then they came up privily to the 
money-changer and said to him, “ An thou can buy him for us, 
do so, and we will give thee twenty dirhams.” Quoth he, “ Go 
avay and sit down at a distance fiom him ” So they did as he 
bade, and the Shroff went up to the owner of the ass and ceased 
not lunng him with lucre and saying, “ Leave these wights and 
sell me the donkey, and I will reckon him a present from thee,” 
till he sold him the animal foi five thousand and five hundred 
dirhams. Accordingly, the money-changer weighed out to him 
that sum of his own monies, and the owner of the ass took the 
price and delivered the beast to him, saying, “ Whatso shall 
betide, though he abide a deposit upon thy neck' sell him not to 
yonder cheats for less than ten thousand dirhams, for that they 
would fain buy him because of a hidden hoard they know whereto 
naught can guide them save this donkey. So close thy hand on 
him and cross me not, or thou shalt repent.” With these words 
he left him and u ent awa)% \\ hereupon up came the three other 
sharpers, the comrades of him of the ass, and said to the Shroff, 
“ God requite thee for us unth good, in' that thou hast bought 
him ' How can we reward thee? ” Quoth he, “ I will not sell 
him but for ten thousand dirhams.” When they heard that they 
returned to the ass and fell again to examining him like buyers, 
and handlmg him. Then said they to the money-changer, 
“Indeed we uere deceived in him. This is not the ass we 
sought and he is not worth to us more than ten nusfs."” Then 
they left him and offered to go away, whereat the Shroff was 
sore chagrined and cned out at their speech, saying, “ O folk, 
ye asked me to buy him for you and now I have bought him, ye 
say, we were deceived m him, and he is not worth to us more 
than ten nusfs.” They replied, “ We thought that in him was 
whatso we wanted; but, behold, in him is the contrary of that 
which we wish; and indeed he hath a blemish, for that he is short 
of back.” Then they made long noses' at him and went away 
from him and dispersed. The money-changer deemed thej' did but 


Ilf, though the ass remain on thy hands 

2 "Hal\es,” 1 f , of dirhams, see vol i nightwwiii 

3 Arab “Taannafu **=the Germ langeNase 
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pl.iy biin off, th.it the) mi^ht get the lionkoy nt their own price, 
Init, when Uic) wallied n^\ay from him ntui he hail long awaited 
thoii return, he cried mit, s.iym", “Wcll-nway!” and “Kiiml" 
and “Sorry ca«:e I am in!” and sisne!,ed aloud and rent ins 
i.iiment. So the niarkct-pcoplc as'iemhlcd to him and questioned 
him of his care; whereupon he acquainted them with his condition 
and told them what the Knaves had raid and how they had corened 
him and how thc\ had eajoUd him into bnjang an ass worth fifty 
dirhams' foi fne thousand and fne hundrcfld llis friends blamed 
him and a gailutin" of the folk laughed at him and admired his 
folly and o%cr-faiih in heheving the talic of (he shatpers without 
snspioon. and meddling with that wiiich he understood not, and 
thrusting himself into that whereof he had no sure Knowledge 
“ On this wise, O King Shah KaUht ” (continued the. Wa,nr), “is 
the issue of greed for the goods of the world, nud indeed coveting 
that which our Knowledge contaimth not shill lead to luin and 
lepentance. Kor, O King of the age" (.uldid he), “ is this storj 
-stranger than that of the Che.d and the Merchants.’’ When the 
King he.Td thesi' words, he said in himself, “ Indeed, liad 1 given 
ear to the iijiugs of tnv comtieis and inclined to their idle prate 
m the mnitei of my Mini-tcr, I had lepeiilcd to the uttcrest of 
penitence, but AlliamdoliII.ih—laud be to the Lord'—who hath 
•hspose/1 me to enduraiirc and long-sufTiting and hath vouchsafed 
to me patience i'■ Ttun he turned to the Wa/.ir and dismissed 
him to his dwelling ,ind gave tonge those who were present, 
.according to his custom, 

vTlic iTrecnii' (Tljirti Jlig&t of tfir ilinntt). 

Whln- the evening evened, the King smnmonid the Mmistei 
,ind when he preientcd hmis-lf before him, he lequired of him 
the healing of the story. Fo he said, “ Heating and ubc}mg. 
•Clive ear, O ilhistrious lord, to 

■Jin: -JALE or the ciiea'i and the 

MLJx'CJIAN] Sr 

There was once in olden time a certain Cheat, who could 
turn the car inside out by Ins talk, and he was a model of 
..Icvcrness and quick wit and skill and mischief. It was his wont 


1 Alioul fortv sliiUings 

2 About £^-o 
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to enter a town and make a show of being a trader and engage 
in intimacy with people of worth and sit in session with the 
merchants, for his name was noted as a man of virtue and piety. 
Then he would put a sleight on them and take of them what 
he might spend and fare forth to another stead ; and he ceased 
not to do thus for a while of time. It chanced one day that 
he entered a certain city and sold somewhat that was with 
him of merchandise, and made friends of the merchants of 
the place, and took to sitting with them and entertaining them 
and inviting them to his quarters and his assembly, whilst 
they also invited him to their houses He abode after such 
fashion a long time until he was minded to quit the city; and 
this was bruited among his intimates, who grieved for parting 
from him. Then he betook himself to one of them who was the 
nchest in substance and the most conspicuous for generosity, 
and sat with him and borrowed his goods, and when rising 
to depart, he bade him return the deposit that he had left with 
him. Quoth the merchant, “And what is the deposit?" and 
quoth the Cheat, “ ’Tis such a purse, with the thousand dinars 
therein.” The merchant asked, ‘'And when didst thou give me 
that same ’ ” and the Cheat answered, “Extolled be Allah of All 
Might! Was it not on such a day, by such a token which is- 
thus and thus ? ” The man rejoined, “ I know naught of this,” and 
words were bandied about between them, whilst the folk who 
heard them disputed together concerning their sayingsand doings, 
till their voices rose high and the neighbours had Imowledge of 
that which passed between them.^ Then said the Cheat, “ O 
people, this is my friend and I deposited with him a deposit 
which he denieth having received: so in whom shall men put 
trust after this ? ” And they said, “ This person is a man of 
worth and we have known in him naught but trustiness and good 
faith and the best of breeding, and he is endowed with sense and 
manliness.^ Indeed, he affirmeth no false claim, for that we have 


X Charactensfically Eastern and Moslem is this action of the neighbaats- 
and bystanders A walk through any Oriental city uill show a crowd of 
people screaming and gesticulating, with thundering yells and lightning 
glances, as if about to close m mortal fight, concerning some matter w hich in. 
no way concerns them Our European cockneys and iadauds mostly content 
themselves with staring and mobbing 

a Arab “ Mnruwwah," lit manliness, especially’in the sense of generosity- 
So the saymg touching the “Mtyan," or Moslem of India 
K ’1-niz kuwwah 
Fi '1 Hindi nmmwwvah 
\\’hen rice have strength, y’ou'll haply find. 

In Hindi man, a manly mind 
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con'^^nrtctl And ns'^oriatcd %vjth him and he «s, and ^\c know 
th'i ?!!!ccnty of his religion." Then quolh one of them to the 
merchant, “Ho, Such-an-onc! Bethink thee of the past and 
refresh thy memory. It cannot be that thou hast fotgotten." But 
quoth he, “ O people, f wot nothing of what he saith, for indeed 
he deposited naucht with me"; and the matter was prolonged 
between them. Then said the Cheat to the merchant, “ I am 
about to tr.ivel and 1 haa-e, praised be Allah Almighty, much 
wealth, and tins money shall not escape me ; but do thou make 
oath to me." .-Viid the folk said, “Indeed, this man doth justice 
up">n himself,’ ’’ Whereupon the mcrch.int fell into that which 
he chshked,* and c.ainc nigh uj>on loss and ill fame. Now he had 
a friend, who pretended to sharpness and intelligence; so he came 
up to him secretly and said to him, “ Let me do so I may cheat 
this Cheat, fori know him to be a li.ai, and thou art near upon 
h.tving to weigh out the gold; but I will parry off suspicion from 
thee and say to liim, 'I'hc deposit is with me and thou erredst m 
suspecting that it was with other than myself, and so I will 
divert him from thee." The other replied, “ Do so, and rid the 
people of such pretended debts." Accordingly the friend tunicd 
to the Clic-il, and siid to him, “O my lord, I am Such-an-one, 
and thou gocst under a delusion. The pm--e is with me, for it 
w.as with me that thou depasitedst it, and this Shaykh is innocent 
of It." But tlu Cheat .inswercd him with impatience and im¬ 
petuosity, saying, “ Ii\tollcd be AIkdi ' As for the purse that is 
with ll'oe, O noble and faithful man, I know ’tis under Allah’s 
charge, and my heart is easy .anenl it, because 'tis with thee as 
it were with me; but I be-gan by demanding the purse avhich 
I deposited with this man, of my Knowledge that he covelcth 
liic goods of folk." At this the friend was confounded and put 
to silence and returned not a reply; and the onlj result of his 
meddling a\ as that each of them—inei chant and friend—h.ad to 
pay a thous.nid gold pieces. So the Cheat took the two thousand 
din.irs and m.idc off; and when he was gone, the merchant said 
to his friend, the man of pretended sharpness and intelligence^ 
“IIo, Such-nn-one! Thou and I are like the Falcon and the 
Locust." The friend .asked, “ What was their ease ?" and 
the meichant answered with 


1 i t„ lus Uaim i-> jubt .and rc.aaonable. 

2 I have noli'd (■.o\ 1 iiiglit wm ) that good Moslems bhun a formal oath, 
alihougU h> Allah' " ib c\ cr on their tongues 
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fHE STORY OF THE FALCON AND THE LOCUST.^ 

There was once, of old time, a Falcon who made himself a 
nest hard by the home of a Locust, and his neighbour gloried in 
such neighbourhood and betaking herself to him, saluted him 
with the salani and said, " O my lord and lord of all the birds, 
indeed the nearness to thee delighteth me, and thou honourest 
me with thy vicinity, and my soul is fortified with thee.” The 
Falcon thanked her for this, and friendship between them followed. 
One day, the Locust said to the bird, “ O prince of the flying 
race, how is it that I see thee alone, solitary, having mth thee 
no friend of thy kind, the volatiles, on whom thou mayst repose 
in time of gladness, and of whom thou mayst seek aid in 
tide of sadness ’ Indeed, ’tis said —Man goeth about seelang 
ease of body and ward of strength, and there is naught in this 
more necessary to him than a true friend who shall be the crown 
of Ins comfort and the column of his career, and on whom shall 
be his dependence m his distress and in his delight. Now I, 
although ardently desiring thy weal in that which befitteth thy 
rank and degree, yet am weak in that which the soul craveth; 
but, an thou deign give me leave, I will seek out for thee one of 
the birds who shall fellow thee in body and strength.” And the 
Falcon said, “ I commit this to thee and rely upon thee herein.” 
Thereupon, O my brother (quoth the merchant), the Locust 
began going round the company of the birds, but saw naught 
resembling the Falcon in bulk and body save the Kite, and 
thought well of her. So she brought the twain together and 
counselled the Falcon to foregather with the Kite. Presently it 
fortuned that the Falcon fell sick and the Kite tarried with and 
tended him a long while till he recovered, and became sound and 
strong ; wherefore he thanked her and she fared from him. But 
after some days, the Falcon’s sickness returned to him, and he 
needed succour of the Kite; so the Locust went out from him 
and was absent from him a day; after which she returned to him 
with another locust,“ saying, “ I have brought thee this one.” 


1 Most Arabs believe that the black cloud which sometimes produces, 
besides famine, contagious fevers and pestilence, like that which in 1799 de¬ 
populated the cities and country of Barbarj', is led by a king locust, the 
Sultan Jarad 

2 The text is hopelessly corrupt, and we have no other with which to 
collate Apparently a portion of the tale has fallen out, making a non-sens of 
Its ending, which suggests that the kite gobbled up the two locusts at her ease, 
and left the falcon to himself 
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Th' Tih cf the Ki‘i^ ard Ih CLurdtr/atth Wife. 

When the IvJcon i-aw her, be "God requite thee v,ith 
qoovi! Intend, thou h.i'^t done V,‘ell ni the f}uest, :ind thou Intt 
idinwn Mibliety ond de.critnitntion in tlie choice.” All t!si>., O 
;ny biuihc! (conltnurii the nierclwnl), bf fell bofnu'e the Locu'.l 
h.ad no hnov,’hHh.:e of the csernee v.htth birlvcth in the outci 
icti.M.mcc of lode-. Ai. f'>r thee, O iny brother (All.ih requite 
thee with wc.'d 1), thou w.ist nubile in device nud unedst ptce-uition. 
but forethought ru.nletlt rot .nq.unst b'.ite, .'ujd bVirtuiui fme- 
otd tint'd bufthth force of fence, flow evc-lienl t‘. tlic r'lunq of 
the poet v.hcn he ^p,tl.c these couplet'.': — 

It chtnLe>- tthi’e . tii.at the bhiu! in oi t cip- - (,t, . Whil I he vli i 

r ck.ir {>1: > ;ht f i!l' into it. 

The i'pior.mt n.ati nnj ipiMt. with niipnnity • A \-ord that i‘. de.ith 
to the wi f .and tie ripe of ^.it. 

qise true bi'‘t\'r i. phuhed for be. d.iiK tin td, • Wi.d .t infidtl 
roi’.iift t .ij<n all iHi.eiit. 

here is .1 iii.\n% n 'one*’.nul uii.at c..in fie d.> 5 . It i. the .iluefjity'- 
will; v.e need 'ul'niU. 

" Kor ’’ (continued the W.nrit) •* i; the, O 1 ini: of the ittp’, rarer 
or slrnn(;er timn the story of the Kisui; .and hia Ch.ambtrl.ain’s 
wife; nay, this ir. more v.ondrou;. th.an th.tl and more delectable." 
When the 1 inq heard thi.; story, he v.ug strenqilitned in hK 
royrlvc to spare the Minisltr, and to ctchcw h.a'de in .in afT.ui 
whereof he v.as not certined; so he comforted him and b.ade him 
hic to his home. 

COr (Tinrittp/enrtf) Jligfit pf t5t 

Wurn it v,.as niqht, the Kinq summoned the W.irir and smiqlit 
of him the hearing of the story. AI-K.ahv.nn nqtlied, “ J h arkeninj; 
•and ol)ul<e« 55 ^!_ Listen, O auqiist‘.ovr.in, to 

THE TALE OF THE KIKG AND IIJS CHAMBERLAINS 

WIl'EN’ 

There w.as once, in days of yore .and in ages and times lonq 
gone before, a King of the Ivings of the I’ersians, who was nuicli 
aiidictcd to the love of fair women. ]!is courtiers sji.il.e him of 
the wif? of a certain of his Ch.iinberl.iina, a model of be.iuty and 


1 The lullli.a\e occurred in vol l niphl tw. I (juntc Mr I’.ntne, 

2 Tlie f.ddtau is a f.asoiirlit in the JIaM , ties ii ilie lin'd lino U has 
o e'trrnl wilii minor modincalion*. Of com .e tlie on',’in.il w.vs founded on 
f 1, and tilt f.ict v,.as and is by no nie.ans uncoininon 
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loveliness and perfect grace, and this egged him on to go in to 
her. When she saw him she knew him and said to him, “ What 
urgeth the King to this that he doeth ? ” and he replied, saying, 

“ Venly, I long for thee wath excess of longing, and there is no 
help but that I enjoy thy favours.” And he gave her of wealth 
that after whose like women lust; but she said, “ I cannot do the 
deed whereof the king speaketh, for fear of my husband ”; and 
she refused herself to him ivith the most ngorous of refusals, and 
would not suffer him to win his wish. So the Idng went out in 
wrath, and forgot his girdle in the place. Now it chanced that 
her husband entered immediately after his lord had departed, and 
saw the girdle and knew it. He was aware of the king’s love 
for women ; so quoth he to his wife, “ What be this I see with 
thee ^ ” Quoth she, “ I’ll tell thee the truth,” and recounted to 
him the occurrence, but he believed her not and suspicion entered 
his heart. As for the King, he passed that night in care and 
concern, and when the morning morrowed, he summoned that 
Chamberlain and made him governor of one of his provinces; 
then he bade him betake himself thither, purposing, after he 
should have departed and fared afar, to foregather mth his wife. 
The Chamberlain perceived his project and kenned his intent; so 
he answered, saying, “ To hear is to obey' ” presently adding, 
“ I will go and order my affairs and give such injunctions as may 
be needed for the well-doing of my affairs ; then will I go about 
the sovran’s commission.” And the King said, “ Do this and 
make haste ” So the Chamberlain went about that which he 
needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk, said to them, “ I am 
determined to dismiss my Avife.” They took this ilLof him and 
complained of him and summoning him before the sovereign, sat 
prosecuting him. Now the King had no knowledge of that 
which had passed, so he said to the Chamberlain, “ Why wilt 
thou put her away and how can thy soul consent to this, and 
why takest thou unto thyself a fine and fertile piece of land and 
presently forsakest it’ ” Answered the husband, “ Allah amend 
the king' By the Almighty, O my King, I saw therein the trail 
of the lion and fear to enter that land, lest the lion devour me; 
and the like of my affair with her is that which befell between the 
Crone and the Draper’s Wife.” The king asked, “What is 
their adventure ? ” and the Chamberlain answered, “ Hear, O 
lung, 
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lliE STORY OF THE CRONE AND THE DRAPER'S 

IVIFE.^" 

There v.‘ns once a man of the Diapers, who had a beautiful 
wife, and bhc was curtained’and chaste. A certain yountt >nan 
saw’ her coming fort!) of the Hamrnatn and loved her, and his 
heart was engrossed with her. So he devised for access to her 
all manner of dcxiccs, but availed not to foregather with her; 
and when he was a-wcaryand his patience failed for travail and 
tronble, and his foilitudc betrayed .and forsook luiu, and he was at 
an end of his resources against her, he coinpl.uned of this to an 
ili-onicncd crone,’ who promised him to bring about union be¬ 
tween him and lus beloved, lie thanked her for this .and 
promised her all manner of denre-as; and she siid to him, “IIic 
tliec to her husband and buy of him a turh.uubcloth of fine linen, 
and let it be of the very best of stuff.” So lie repaired to the 
Dr.rpcr and, buying of him a turb.md-cloth of l.\wn, returned and 
gave it to the old woman, who took it and burned it in two 
pl.iccs. Tlica she donned the dress of a devotee and taking the 
turb.ind.cloth with her, went to the Draiier's house and Knocked 
at the door. When the Draper's wife saw her tlius habited as a 
holy woman, she opened to her and .uhmttcd her with kindly 
reception, and made much of her and welcomed her; so the 
crone v.ent in to her and conversed will) her awhile. Then said 
she to her, “ 1 w.int to make the Wuzii-abhition preparatory to 
prayer.*" At these words the wife brought the water and she 
made the ablution, and standing up to pray, pr.ayed .and satisfied 
herself; and when she hail ended her orisons, she left the 
lurband-cloth in the place of pr.iyer and fared forth. Pre.sently, 
in came the Draper, at the hour of night-devotions, and sitting 
down in the prayer-place where the old wonuin h.id prayed, 
looked about him and espied the turband. lie knew it and 
suspected foul play; so wrath showed in his face and he was 
furious with his wife and reviled her, and abode his d.ay and 
his night without speaking to her, during all which while she 
knew not the cause of his r.agc. Then she looked and seeing the 


I Tins IS a rcdiaiifTC of “Tlie House with the Belvedere " , see vol. v. 

*^'*2'Arab' "M.vsturah " «=■ veiled, well-guarded, confined in the Ilarem 

3 Arab ” ’Ajur nahs “ an old woman so crafty that she was a calamity 

to friends and foes . ,, 

4 Here, as in many places the Iwtt is painfully concise, the crone s.ays 
only, •• The Wuzu for Uit prayer 1 ” 
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turband-cloth before him, and noting the traces of burning 
thereon, understood that his anger was on account of this, and 
concluded that he was in ill-teinper because it was burnt. When 
the morning morrowed, the Draper went out, still wroth with his 
wife, and the crone returned to her and found her changed of 
colour, pale of complexion, dejected and heart-broken. So she 
questioned her of the cause, and the wife told her how her 
husband was angered against her on account of the burns in the 
turband-cloth.^ Rejoined the old woman, “ O my daughter, be 
not chagrined; for I have a son, a fine-drawer, and he, by thy 
life, shall fine-draw the holes and restore the turband-cloth as it 
\sas.” The wife rejoiced in her sajmg and asked her, “And 
when shall this be ’ ” The crone answered, “ To-morrow, 
Inshallah—an it please Allah the Most High—I will bring him 
to thee, at the time of thy husband’s going forth from thee, and 
he shall fine-draw it and depart forthwith.” Then she com¬ 
forted her heart and going awaj' from her, returned to the young 
man and acquainted him with what had passed. Now w’hen the 
Draper saw the turband-cloth, he determined to divorce his wife, 
and waited only till he could collect that which was obligatory on 
him of the contingent downy and what not else,- for fear of her 
people. When the crone arose in the morning, she took the 
young man and carried him into the Draper’s house. The wife 
opened the door to her, and the ill-omened old W'oman entered 
wnlh him and said to the lady, “ Go, fetch that which thou 
w'ouldest have fine-drawn and gne it to my son.” So saying, 
she bolted the door on her, whereupon the young man possessed 
her against her wall and did his want of her and went forth. 
Then cried the crone, “ Know that this is my son,-and that he 
• loved thee with exceeding love and w'as Idee to lose his life for 
longing after thee; so I devised for thee with this device, and 
came to thee with this turband-cloth, which is not thy husband’s, 
but my son’s Now' have I won to my wish , so do thou trust in 
me and I will put a sleight on thy husband for setting thee right 
with him, and thou wilt be subject to me and to him and to mj' 
son®” And the w’ife replied, “’Tis well. Do so.” Presently 
the old w'oman returned to the lover and said, “ Know thou that 
I have engineered the affair for thee wdth her; and now w'e must 


1 I ba\e followed Mr Payne, who supphes this sentence to make the 
Tale run smooth!} 

t 2 J the half of the mamage-Eettlement due to the wife on dnorcement, 
and ■\vhate\er monitis be may ha\e borrowed of her 
3 I f , tnou w ih ha\ e satisfied us all three 
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mend that we have mat red. lUe thee and sit with the Drapei 
and mention to him llie turb.and-cloth, saying, “ The tmband J 
bought of thcc I chanced to burn m tv.o places ; so I gave il to 
a certain old woman, to have fine-drawn, and she took it and 
went a\\a}% and I know not her tlwelling-placc.' When thou 
scest me pa<s by, rise and lay hold of me, and den and of mt 
the cloth, to the intent that I ma\ arrange iter affair with 
her spouse and that matters go right with thee in h. r tcganl.” 
Accord'ngU he lepnircd to the Draper’s shop and sat down 
by him and .iskcd him, “ Thou knowc.st the tnrband-cloth I 
bought of thee?" “Yes" “ Knowest thou tvhal is come 
of it ? ” “ No." “ After I bought it of tlicc I fumigated 
myself* and it fortuned that the turb.ind-cloth was burnt m tv.o 
plates: so 1 g.oc it to a tvoman, whose son, tliey said, was a fine- 
diawer, and sh.c tool: it and f.ucd foith with it; and 1 know not 
her home.” When the Diapei heard this, he was st.ittied by Ihi 
thought that ho had su.spectctl his wife wrongfully, .ind marvelled 
at the story of the turbaiul-cloth, and his mind was made casj 
anem her. After a .shoit wltile, up c.ame the old woman, where- 
upon the young man spr.uig to his feet and seiring her, dtmanded 
of her the turb.ind-cloth. S.iid she, “ Know that I entered om 
of the houses and wu.'.u'd and prayed in the pr.ucr-pl.ice’; and 
I forgot the tmb.ind cloth thcie and went out. Now I weet not 
the house in which I piaycd, nor hate I been divinely directed* 
thereto, and I go round aliout every day till the night, so haply 1 
may light on the dwelling, for I know not its owner." When the 
Di.aper heard the.se words, he satd to the old woman, “Veiilj. 
Allah lestorelh to thee what thing thou hast lost. Do gladdened 
by good new s, for the turband-clolh is with me and m my house.^ ” 


1 Here I fellow Mr IV.jne. wlio hasslalfully fiiv.‘-tlr.tv.n the holes in llw 
origitnl le\t 

2 ?(.esrl \i nuhtihi-KMii , \nt \ii ni;>ht dccccKi 

3 Aral). " Mieall.'i," Mhieh may be eithtr .v pnvii'i: c-arptl. a pure pHc > 
in a hoiitc. or a small chapsl like tint near Shir.ir which H.ilir immortalised 

’• nnnj;. Iwj, the sup tint’s in the cup, in hiyhcst Iluaaen iii.in ne’er shall 

lind 

Sudi V aterj marpe .as Htil n.thid. Mir.allVs m.ares rose entwined " 

j\ Arab •• Ihtid.i," — duine dirtction to n«d't or salvation The old 
luwd w.ai still drt- ed .as a devotee. ,ind keep, up the c.ant of lier Kiste- Ko 
'.ensililc man in tlie Ibist ever .allows .i rthtCious old woman to pars hi, 
threshold. 

5 In this t.ale ••fottie.al justice" n n'Hl'Cted. but the teller skilfiillj 
earned the wife to be ravished and not to lie a tnrticep, ciiiniiiis. The lovci 
escapes scot-fre” bec.aiisc Tiloilem-.. .as well as Ihndus, hold that the amourist 
under c< ftain conditions is justifictl in obl.unint; his object by f.au means or 
Xoiii Seep ijyof'Mnrly Idea., a Gtonpof 1 lindoo Stones," collected and 
colkvied by Aiiaryan [!'. 1 '* ArbiUhnot] London, Allens, i&Si. 
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And lie arose forthright and banded to her the turband-cloth, as 
it was, and she handed it to the young man. Then the Draper 
made peace with his wife, and gave her raiment and jewellery, 
till she was content and her heart was appeased. When the 
king heard his Chamberlain’s story, he was dazed and amazed 
and said to him, “Abide on thy sendee and ear thy field for that 
the lion entered it, but marred it not, and he will never more 
return thither.^” Then he bestowed on him an honourable robe 
and made him a costly present; and the man returned to his 
wfe and people, rejoicing, his heart having been set at rest 
concerning his wife. “ Nor ’’ (continued the Wazir), “ O King 
of the age, is this rarer or stranger than the story of the beautiful 
wife, a woman gifted of amorous grace, with the ugty Man, her 
husband.” When King Shah Bakht heard the Minister’s speech, 
he deemed it delectable and it pleased him; so he bade him hie 
to his house, and there he tarried his day long. 

iEJ)t (jltotnty-j’iftlb Jiliii’[)t of ;iBonti). 

When the evening evened, the King summoned his Wazir and 
bade him tell the tale. So he said, “ ’Tis well. Hear, O Kmg, 


THE TALE OF THE UGLY MAN AND HIS 
BEAUTIFUL WIFE." 

There was once a man of the Arabs who had a number of 
children, and amongst them a boy, never was seen a fairer than 
he of favour nor a more complete in comeliness ; no, nor a more 
perfect of prudence. When he came to man’s estate, his father 
married him to his first cousin, the daughter of one of his 
paternal uncles, and she excelled not in beauty, neither^'as she 
laudable for qualities; wherefore she pleased not the youth, but 
he bore with her for the sake of kinship. One day, he fared 
forth in quest of certain camels® of his which had strayed and 
hied him on all his day and night till eventide, when he was 
fain to seek hospitality in an Arab camp. So he alighted 
at one of the tents of the tribesmen and there came forth to him 
a man short of stature and foul of favour, who saluted him with 


1 This IS supplied from the 
\ol IV mght dlwviu 

2 Arab "Ibl," a speciec name it is presently opposed to 
she-dromedary, and “ Rahilah,’ a ndmg-camel. 


Tale of the Ifmg and his Wazir's Wife,” 

Kdkah," a 
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thesnl.im; ami, locljjinj: him in a corner of the tent, sat enter¬ 
taining l)im nith chat, the cheeriest that might he. When hi*, 
food was dressed, the Arab’s wife brought it to the guest, .and he 
looked at the mistress of the tent and saw a semblance than 
which no seemlier might he. Indeed, her beauty and loveliness, 
her symmetry and perfect gr.acc, amazed him, and he was struck 
with astonishment, paring now at her and then at her mate. 
When his looking grew long, the man said to him, Ho, thou 
son of the worthy! Busy thyself with thine own business, for 
by me and tins woman hanitcth a wondrous talc which is even 
better than that thou seest of her be.uity; .and I will tell it to 
thee when we ha\c made a finish of our food.” So, when they 
had ended c.ating and diinking, the young man asked his host 
for the story, and he said .—Know tliat in my youth I was the 
same .as thou seest me m the matter of lo.athhness and foul 
favour; and 1 had brethren of the fairi.st of the folk; whcrefoio 
my father preferred them over me and used to show them kind¬ 
ness, to my exclusion, and made me serve in their stead, like as 
a master employcth slaves. One d.ay, a dromcdaiy of his str.ayed 
from the herd of camels, and he said to me, “ Go tliou forth in 
quest of her and return not but with lier." I replied, “ Send 
other than I of thy sons.” But he would not consent to this 
and scolded me .and insisted upon me, till the matter came to 
such a pass with Iiim that he look a thong-whip and fell to 
beating me. So I arose and saddling a nding-camcl, mounted 
her and s.allicd forth at random, purposing to go into the 
wolds and wikis and return to' him never more. I fared on 
all my night and the next d.ay, and coming at eventide’ to 
the encampment of this my wife's people, alighted down with 
.and became the guest of her f.ilher, who was a Shaykh 
w’cll stricken in years. Now' when it was the noon of night, I 
arose and went forth the tent at a call of nature, and none 
knew’ of my case save this xxoinan. The dogs followed me as 
a siKspccted stranger, and ceased notxvorrying me’ till I fell on 


1 Here "Am'-a\ln" is used in Us literal sense. "I ciencd" (c.ame at 
evening), and this r.’ tlie c.ase with seven such verbs. Asbaha, .\msx, .tzba. 
Arharn, A'larna, Zali.a, .and BAta, which either conjoin the sense of the 
'cnlence with their respective times, morning, evening, forenoon, noon and 
the first snn-dovvn v.atch, all day .tnd all night, or are used ’‘clegniitl)," as 
grammarians r,aj, for the .simple •• becoming" or " being ” 

2 The Badavvi dogs arc as d.angcrous as those of Montenegro, but not so 
treacherous, the latter v ill siieal: up to the stranger and suc!dciil> bile him 
most viciously 1 once had a narrow escape from an ignoble death near the 
slaughter-house of Alexandna-R.aml.ah, where the beasts were unusually 
ferocious A pack .assailed me at carlj dawn and but for an iron stick and a 
convenient wall I should have been torn to pieces 

O 2 
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my back into a pit, wherein was water, a deep hollow and a 
steep; and a dog of those dogs fell in with me. The woman, 
ho was then a girl in the bloom of youth, full of strength and 
spirit, was moved to ruth on me, for the calamity whereinto I was 
fallen, and coming to me With a rope, said to me, “ Catch hold of 
the rope.” So I hent it and clung to it and she haled me up, 
but, when I was half-way up, I pulled her down and she fell with 
me into the pit; and there we abode three days,'she and I and 
the hound. When her people arose in the morning and did not 
see her, they sought her in the camp, but, finding her not and 
missing me also, never doubted but she had fled with me.' Now 
she had four brothers, as they were Saker-hawks, and they took 
horse and dispersed in search of us. When the day 3'ellowed on 
the fourth dawn, the dog began to bark and the other hounds 
answered him and coming to the mouth of the pit, stood howling 
to him. The Shaj'kh, my wife’s father, hearing the howling of 
the hounds, came up and standing at the brink of the hollow, 
looked in and beheld a marvel. Now he was a brave man and 
a sensible, an elder experienced in aflairs, so he fetched a cord 
and bringing forth the three, questioned us twain of our case. I 
told him all that had betided and he fell a-pondenng the affair. 
Presently, her brothers returned, whereupon the old man 
acquainted them with the ■whole case and said to them, “ O my 
sons, know that your sister intended not aught but good, and if 
ye kill this man, ye wall earn abiding shame and Avill wrong 
him, and wrong your own souls and eke your sister: for indeed 
there appeareth no cause such as calleth for killing, and it may 
not be denied that this accident is a thing wdiose like may well 
occur, and that he may easily have been the victim of suchlike 
chance.” Then he addressed me and • questioned me of my 
lineage, so I set forth to him my genealogy and he, exclaiming, 
“ A man of her match, honourable, understanding,” oflered me 
his daughter in wedlock. I consented to this and marrying her, 
took up my abode with him and Allah hath opened on me the 
gates of iveal and wealth, so that I am become the richest in 
monies of the tribesmen , and the Almighty hath stabhshed me 
in that which He hath given me of His bounties. The young 
man mari'elled at his tale and lay the night with him; and when 
he arose in the morning, he found his estrays. So he took them 
and returning to his folk, acquainted them with what he had 


I These elopements are of most frequent occurrence 
m 52 ‘ ■ 


see Pilgrimage. 
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•^cen and aU tint had befallen him. "Nor” (continued the 
Warir) “is this stmn!,'cr or rarer than tlic story of the Kinj^ who 
lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children, and Allah restored 
them to him and requited turn with a realm more magnificent 
than that which he had forfeited and better and finer and greater 
of wealth and degree.” The Minister's story pleased the King 
and he hade him tiepart to his abode 


Chr grtotitte.^-irtb Jlijlit of t^c ;(Ylcntf). 

Win came the night, the king stimmoned his W.asir and hade 
him tell the story of the King who lost kingdom and wife and 
we.allh. He replied, “Hearing and obeying! Give ear, O 
sovran, to 

THE TALE OF THE laXG 117/0 7-057 KIXGDOH AXD 
WIFE AXD WEALTH AXD ALL HI RESTORED 
THEM TO IIIMX' 

There was once a king of the kings of Hind, who was a model 
of mor.als, pr.ai'■(•worthy in pihct, hef of justice to his lieges, 
lavish to men of learning and piety .and ahstinenco and devout¬ 
ness and worship, and shunning mischtef-nnkers and frow.ird 
folk, fools and traitors. After such goodly fashion he abode in 
his kingship what Allah the Most High willed of watches and 
days and twelvemonths,’ and he mnnied the daughter of his 
father's brother, a beautiful woman and a winsome, endowed 
with brightness and perfection, who had been reared in the king’s 
house in delicacy and delight. She hare him two sons, the mos-t 
lieautcous that might be of boys, when came Destiny from whose 
decree is no deliverance, and Allah the l\Iost High raised up 
against the King another king, avho came forth upon his realm, 
and avas joined by all the foil: of the city that had a mind to 
lewdncss and frowardiicss. So he strengthened himself by means 
nf them against the King and compassed his kingdom, routing 
his troops and killing liis guards. The King took his wife, the 
mother of his sons, and aah.at ho might of monies and sated his 

'i The principal inchlents, the loa'i amt recovery of wife and children, 
I'CCtir in the Slory of the Knight Placidns (Geata Ronanonim, 

(ccTcsiaatical tale-teller doca not do pocUc.aI pislicc niven any odendera, and 
he vilely aHndtra the great C.xa,ar, Tr.aj.m 

2 « r , a long timi : the idiom h.aaalrc-uly lieen noticed In Iht: ongiinl we 
haac •' of d.a>s and years and twelvemonths •’ m order that "A'w.im” (ycara) 
may jingle with " AyvAm " (days). 
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life and fled in the darkness of the night, unknowing whither he 
should wend. Whenas wayfare grew sore upon them, there 
met them highwaymen on the way, who took all that was ivith 
them, so that naught remained to each of them save a shirt and 
trousers ; the robbers left them without even provaunt or camels 
or other riding-cattle, and they ceased not to fare on afoot, till 
they came to a copse, which was an orchard of trees on the 
ocean shore' Now the road which they would have followed 
was crossed by a sea-arm, but it was shallow and scant of water; 
V herefore, when they reached that place, the king took up one of 
his children and fording the water with him, set him down on the 
further bank and returned for his other son, whom also he seated 
by his brother. Lastly, returning for their mother, he took her 
up and passing the water with her, came to the place uhere he 
had left his children, but found them not. Thereupon he looked 
at the midst of the island and saw an old man and an old woman, 
engaged in making themselves a reed-hut; so he set down his 
wife over against them and started off in quest of his children, but 
none gave him news of them and he went round about right and 
left, yet found not the w hereabouts they were. On this wise fared 
It with him; but as to the children, they had entered the copse to 
make water, and they found there a forest of trees, wherein, if a 
sturdy horseman- strayed, he might wander by the week, and 
never know its first from its last. So the boys pushed into it and 
wotted not how they should return and went astray in that wood, 
for a purpose willed of Allah Almight}^ whilst their father sought 
them but found them not. So he returned to their mother and 
they abode weeping for their children ; as for whom, when they 
entered the forest, it swallowed them up and they fared at hap¬ 
hazard, wandenng in it many days, knowing not whence they 
came or whither they went, till the}' issued forth, at another side, 
upon t e open country. Meanwhile, their parents, the king and 
queen, tamed in the island, over against the old man and his old 
woman, and ate of the fruits and drank of the rills that were in it 
li,fy of the days, as they sat, behold, up came a ship and 
^ ^ island-side, for proiasionmg ivith water, where¬ 

upon they looked one at other and spoke. The master of the 


desenbe on the'S^'ts S°tropiSse^l natural parbs which tratellers 

Hence the proi, er? " ,l^nt a good and a hard rider 

aperta l-abr maftuh " = uomo a ca\allo sepoltura 


3 » c , the crew and the islanders 
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craft was a Map’an man, and all that ^\as therein, both crew and 
goods, belonged to him, for he uas a trader and went round 
about the world. Now greed of gain deluded the old man, the 
owner of the island, and he fared to the ship and gave the Guebre 
news of the King’s wife, setting out to him her charms, till he 
made him long for her and his soul moved* him to practise 
treachery and coaenage upon her, and take her from her husband. 
Accordingly, he sent to her, saying, ** Aboard with us is a woman 
v.ith child, and we dread lest she be delivered this night; hast 
thou aught of skill in midwifery ?" She replied," Ves." Now it 
was the last of the day; so he sent to her to come up into the 
ship and deliver the woman, for that the labour-pangs were come 
upon her; and he promised her clothes and spending-money. 
Hcrc.it she embarked confidently, with heart at ease for herself, 
and transported her gear to the ship; but no sooner had she come 
thither than the sails were hoisted and the canvas was loosed* 
and the ship set .sail. When the King saw this, he cried out and 
hi-s wife Wept in the ship and would have cast herself into the 
waives; but the Magian bade his men lay hands on her. So they 
seized her, and it was but a little while ere the night darkened 
and the ship aanished from the King’s eyes; whereupon he 
fainted aw.ay for eacess of weeping and lamentation, and passed 
his night bewailing Ins wife and Ins children. And when the 
morning morrowcd he began improvising these couplets’:— 

OWoild, how long, this spite, this eiiinily r 
Say me, dost ever spare wh.at spared can lie ? 

And looi.! my friends liavc fared faiu and free! , 

They went and went wi' them my dear delight 
E'en from the day when friends to part were dight 
And tin hid made their lost life's clarity 

Uy Allaii, ne'er I wist their worlii aright 
Nor ever wot I W'orth of friends unite 
Till f.ircd tlicy, leaving flame in licart of me I 

I’ll ne’er forget them since wliat day each wight 
Hied and withdrew fro’ me his wcIMoicd sight 


1 Arab. "Ilad.as." a word not easy to render. In gr,amm.ar Lumsden 
rentiers it by "fvent,'’ and the learned C.apiam l.ocl.ctt (Mint Amill in an 
awful long note (pp 195 to 22]) by ••inode," grammatical or logic.-il. The 
value of Ins dh.quisition is its proving that, as the Arabs borrowed their 
romance from the Persians, so they took their physics and metaphysics of 
gT.-immar and B)ntax, logic .and science in general, from the Greeks 

2 We should say the anchors were weighed .and the canvas spread. 

3 The rhymes arc disposed in the quaintest waj, showing extensive 
corruption Mr Pajnc has ordered them info couplets with a "bob” or 
jtfrain: I have followed suit, preserving the original vagaries of rhymes. 
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And yet I n eep this parting-blow to dree 

I vow an Hcaien deign my friends return 
And cry the crier in mine ears that yearn 

" The far is near, right soon their sight shall see !" 

Upon their site my cheeks I’ll place, to sprite 
I’ll say, “ Rejoice, thy friends return to thee ! ” 

Nor blame my heart when friends were hef to flee: 

I rent my heart ere rent my raimentrj’. 

He sat weeping for the severance of his wife and children till the 
morning, when he went forth wandering at a venture, unweeting 
what he should do, and ceased not walking along the sea-shore 
days and nights, unknowing whither he went and taking no food 
save the herbs of the earth, and seeing neither man nor wildhng 
nor other living thing, till his waj’fare brought him to a mountain- 
top. He sojourned in the highland and abode awhile, there 
alone, eating of its fruits and drinking of its founts; then he 
came down thence and trudged along the high road three days, 
when he hit upon tilled fields and villages, and ga\e not oyer 
going fill he made a great city on the shore of tlie salt sea and 
came to its gate at the last of the day. The gatekeepers allow ed 
him no admission ; so he spent his night anhungered, and when 
he arose in the morning, he sat down hard by the portal. Now 
the lung of the city was dead and had left no son, and the 
citizens fell out anent who should be ruler over them • and their 
words and redes differed, so that civil w’ar was like to befall them 
thereupon. But it came to pass that, after long jangle, the)’ 
agreed to leave the choice to the l.ate king’s elephant, and that 
he unto whom he consented should be long and that they wmuld 
not contest with him the sway. So to this they sware and on 
the morrow, they brought out their elephant and fared forth to a 
rite within sight of the city; nor was there man or woman but W'as 
present at that moment. Then they adorned the elephant and 
raising the throne on his back, gave him the crowm in his trunk; 
and he went round about examining the countenances of the folk, 
but stopped not over against any of them till he came at last to 
the forlorn Kng, the exile who had lost his children and his wofe, 
when the beast prostrated himself to him and placing the crowm 
on his head, took him up and set him upon his back. Thereupon 
the people all prostrated themselves and gave mutual joy of this 
and the drums ^ of good tidings beat before him, and he entered 

I Arab " Kmvab,” broten plur (that is, noun of multitude) of Naiibab, 
the Anglo-Indian Now but This is apphed to the band plaiing at certain 
- intervals before the gate of a Rajah or high official 
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the dty and went on till lie readied tlir House of Jnsticc and the 
Andiencc-hall of llie Palace and Mt dow n upon the ilirone of llie 
kingdom, rroivn on head; ■whereat the heges entered to con- 
gratulaic him and to bless him. Then he addressed himself, as 
w.as his wont in the kingship, to forwarding the affairs of the folk 
and ranging the ttonps according to their ranks and looking into 
their affiirs and those of all the Ryots. He also relc.ascd those 
who were in the dungeons and abolished the cnstoni-dues and 
gate honoiir.ablc robes and larishcd great gifts and bestowed 
largesse and conferred favours on the Emirs and Wn/irs and 
Lords of the. re.alm, and the Chamberhuns'and Kabobs pre- 
s<’iited themselves bt fore him and did him homage. So the city 
people U'jnjced in him and siid, “ Indeed, this Pe none other tlian 
a King of the greatest of the kings,'' And presimtly he assembled 
the sages and the theologians ami the sons of the Soirans, and 
convciscd with them, and asked them snbtile questions and 
casuistical pinblcms. and t.alkod over with them things manifold 
of all f.islnnns that miglil direct him to nclitiide in tlie kingship: 
and he questioned them also of tm stcrics and religions obligations, 
and of the laws of the land and the regiil'itioiis of rule, and of that 
which it bt'seemeth the liege lord to do of looking into tlie affairs 
of the liegc.s, and repelling the foe and fending off his niatiVc with 
force .and light; .so the subjects' contentmont redoubled, and their 
evnltation in that which .\lkih .\bnigbty bad voiiclisafed them of 
his kmgshiji over Ibem, (hi such wise he upheld the ordinance 
fif the realm, and the affairs abode stabbsbed njion the accepted 
custom and local ii'-age. Now the late king had left a wife and 
two daughters, and tlic people would fain have married the 
Princess royal to the new king that the mlc might not pass clean 
away from tiie old rulers. .Vccordinglyg they proposed to him 
that he should wed lier or the other of the deceased king’s 
danghtrr.s, and he promised them this, but put ilicm off from 
him, of his lespect for the coven.ant he had made with his 
former wife, his cousin, that he would marry' none other than 
herself. Then he betook bimself to fasting by d.iy and praying 
through the night, multiplynng his alms-deods and beseeching 
.Mtah {cNtolled and exalted be He!) to reunite him with his 
children and his wife, the daughter of his father’s brother. When 
a year had elapsed, there came to the city a ship, wherein were 


I Arab Captain Trotter ("Our Miwinn to the Court of 

xiorrcco in iSSo" Edinbiirjili, Poticia';, 18S1) spcai pas's!!!, of tlie "cheer) 
hltle H'ljcb or Cyebroi.'igt''-.Realty thr. is loo liatl. vhy c.annot tnavcllers, 
consult .an Orientalist v/hen treating of Oriental subjects ? 
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many merchants and much merchandise. Now it was their 
custom from time immemorial that the long, whenever a ship 
made the port, sent to it such of his pages as be trusted in, who 
took agency of the goods, to the end that they might be first 
shown to the Sovran, who bought as much of them as befitted 
him and gave the merchants leave to sell whatso he wanted not. 
So he commissioned, according to his custom, a man who should 
fare to the ship and seal up the bales, and set over them one who 
could watch and ward them. Meanwhile, the Queen his iwfe, 
when the Magian fled with her and proffered himself to her and 
lavished upon her abounding wealth, rejected him and was like 
to kill herself^ for chagrin at that which had befallen and for 
concern anent her separation from her husband. She also 
refused meat and drink, and resolved to cast herself into the sea; 
but the Magian chamed her and straitened her and clothed her in 
a coat of wool and said to her, “ I will continue thee in wretched¬ 
ness and humiliation till thou obey me and accept me.” So she 
took patience and looked for the Almighty to deliver her from the 
hand of that accursed; and she ceased not travelhng with him 
from countrj’ to country till he came with her in fine to the city 
wherem her husband was king and his goods were put under 
seal. Now the woman was in a chest and two youths of the late 
king’s pages, who were now in the - new King’s sendee, were 
those who had been charged with the watch and ward of the 
craft and her cargaison. \Yhen the evening evened on them, 
the twain began talkmg and recounted that which had befallen 
them in their days of childhood, and the manner of the faring 
forth of their father and mother from their country' and kingdom 
when the mcked overcame their realm, and how they had gone 
astray in the forest, and how Fate had severed them from their 
parents; for short, they told their tale from first to last. When 
the woman heard their talk, she knew that they were her sons 
and cried out to them from the chest, “ I am your mother, Such- 


I Suicide is rare in Jloslem lands, compared with India. China, and 
similar pagan ” countries, for the Mussulman has the same objection as the 
Christian " to rush into the presence of his Creator ” The Hindu also has 
some curious prejudices on the subject; he will hang himself, but not bj the 
neck, for fear lest his soul be defiled by exiting through an impure channel In 
England hanging is the commonest form for men , then follow in due order 
drowning, cutting or stabbing, poisdS, and gun-shot, w omen prefer drowrung 
(except in the cold months) and poison India has not yet found a Dr Ogle 
to tabulate suicide, but the cases most famihar to old Anglo-Indians are 
leaping down cliffs (as at Giruar), drownmg, and stammg to death And so 
little IS life valued that a mother will make avow obhging her son to suicide 
himself at a certain age 
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an-onc, and the token between you twain and me is thus and 
thus,” 'i lie juui)!,' nun knew the token, and falling upon the 
chest brake the lock and brought out their mother, who seeing 
them, strained them to her bosom, and they fell tipon her and 
fanned away, all three. When they came to thcinseUcs, they 
wept .awhile an.d the people assembled .about them, in.trvcliing 
.at that they s.nt, .and qucitioneJ them of their case. So the 
vmng I’nnccs Vied each with other who shotiid bo the first to 
disc'wer tire stort to the folk; .uid when the Mngian saw this, he 
c->ino np, crying out. “ Al ick ! ” and “Ruin ! ” and said to them, 
“ Why and wlu.-efore have }e broken open my chest ? Verily, 
1 h.ul iti It jcvcb and )o have stolen thent, and this damsel is 
my sl.wu-girl atid she hath agreed with aou both upon a device 
to take my wealth.” Then he rent his raiment and cried for aid, 
•.ating, “ 1 apja'al to Al!.ih .and to the jnsl King, so he may quit 
me of tin se v. r. mgous j ouths!" They both replied, “ Tins is our 
mother and then stoiesi her" : whereupon words wased manifold 
belwc!n them and the folk plunged into talk with many a “he 
s.i'd" viiid “'twaas said” concetmng Iheii .affair and that of the 
jiretcr.ded slate-girl, and the strife mcieaseJ between them, .so 
that at i.ast they carried them all four to the King’s court. 
When the two toung men presented themselves between his 
h.'inds and si.aJcJ tlicir ease to him and to the folk and the 
fcota.an heard their speech, he knew them, and his heart w.as like 
to Slyforjoy: tiie teears poured from his etes at their sight 
and llic sight of his wife, and be th.inked Allah Almighty and 
pr.aised Him for that He had deigned reunite them. Then he 
bade the folk who were present about him be dismissed, and com¬ 
manded the M.igian and tlie woman and the two youths he to 
morrowcomimltcd to his armourj ' for the night, ordering that they 
should Keep guard over them all until the Lord should make the 
morning to morrow, so he might assemble the Kazis and the 
justiciaries and Assessors and determine between them, according 
to Holy Law, m the presence of the four judges. So they did 
this, and the King passed the night praying and pr.aising Allah of 
All-might for that which He had vouchs.ifed him of kingship and 
power and victory over the wight who had wronged him, and 
thanking Him who had reunited him with his own. When the 
inoining morrowed, he assembled the Kazis and Deputies and 


3 Ar.-ib-** ZawKl-Klgiri-vh," before noticed - \ol \i nicht dccKuii Here 
It would inevn .1 tcrapar.-vr) prison for cnraina's of biyh degree Dc S.acj, 
Chrcstoia. 11 179 
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Assessors^ and summoning the Magian and the two youths and 
their mother, questioned them of their case; whereupon the t^-o 
young men began and said, “ We are the sons of King Such-an- 
one, and foemen and lewd fellows gat the mastery of our realm ; 
so our sire fled forth with us and wandered at hap-hazard, for 
fear of the foe.” And they recounted to him all that had betided 
them, from beginning to end.- Quoth he, “Ye tell a marvel-tale, 
but what hath Fate done with your father? ” Quoth they, “We 
know not how Fortune dealt with him after our loss.” And he 
Mas silent. Then he bespake the w'oman, “And thou, what 
sa 3 -est thou ? ” So she set forth to him her case and all that 
had betided her and her husband, from the beginning of their 
hardships to the end, and recounted to him their adventures up 
to the time M-lien they took up their abode M’ith the old man and 
ivoman who divelt on the sea-shore. Then she reported that 
M-hich the IMagian had practised on her of fraud, and how he had 
carried her off in the craft and everything that had betided her of 
humiliation and torment; all this while the Kazis and Judges 
and Deputies hearkening to her speech as they had lent ear to 
the others’ adventures. When the King heard the last of his 
Mife’s tale, he said, “Verilj’, there hath betided thee a mightj' 
grievous matter; but hast thou knowledge of what thy husband 
did and what came of his affair?" She replied, “Nay, by 
Allab; I have no knorvledge of him, save that I leave him no 
hour unremembered in righteous praj’er, and never, whilst I live, 
will he cease to be to me the father of mj' children, and my cousin 
and my flesh and my blood.” Then she wept, and the King 
bowed his head, vhilst his ej-es ivelled tears at her tale. 
Presently he raised his head to the iMagian and cned to him, 
“ Saj' thy saj', thou also.” So the i^Iagian replied, “ This is my 
slave-girl, whom I bought with mj' money from such a land and 
for so man5’ dinars, and I made her my betrothed ° and loved her 
exceedingly and gave m 3 ' monies into her charge; but she falsed 
me in m 3 ’ substance and plotted with one of my lads to sla 3 ’ me, 
tempting him by a promise that she would kill me and become 
his wife. When I knew this of her and was assured that she 
purposed treason against me, I awoke from m 3 ’ dream of 
happiness, and did with her that which I did, fearing for my life 
from her craft and perfidy ; for indeed she is a tnckstress with 


1 Arab " ’Adul,” I have said, means in Atarocco, that land of lies and 
subterfuges, a pubhc notary 

2 This sentence is inserted by Mr. Payne to complete the sense. 

3 j f , he intended to marry her vhen time served 
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her tongxie and she hath taugljt thpi.e two youths this pretence, 
by way of bicight and of her guile and her niaiice: so be } ou not 
deluded by her and by her talk.". “ Thou best, O accurbcd," 
c! led the King and bade lay hands on him and iron him. Then 
he tinned to the U\o youths, his sons, and strained them to his 
bre.ast, weeping sore and saying, “ 0 all je people who are 
present of K-iris and Asscs'-ors anti Loids of the land, know that 
these twain are my sons, and that this ts my wife aju! the 
daiuthler of my father’s hrotl'.cr; for that wlutome I was king in 
such .n realm." And he recounted to them his history from tom- 
incncemtnt to conclusion, nor is there aught of fruition in 
repetition; whereupon the folk cried out with weeping and 
wailing for the stress of what they heard of nunellous chances 
and lh.it wondious story. As for the king's wife, he bide cany 
her into his palace and lavished upon her and upon her sons all 
that befitted and besc'cmed them of bounties, whilst the heges 
flocked to ofi'er up pniyer-s for him and give him joy of his re¬ 
union with his wife and children. When they h:ul made an end 
of blessings and congralulat’ons, they lv.,songht the king to hasten 
the punibhtnciit of the Magnn, .and heal their hearts with 
tonuentmg and ab.asing him. So he appointed them for a dty 
on which they should assemble to wuncss hi-, rc.jmtement ,md 
that which ■=!ionld bttide him of lormeiif, .and .shut himself up 
With his wife and two sons, and abode thuh private with them 
three d.ijs, during which they were veiled from the folk. On 
the fourth day the King entered the Ilamniam, and faring fortli, 
s.it down on the tiiroiie of his kingship, crown ou head, where¬ 
upon the folk came m to him, acceuding to their eiistom and .ifler 
the measure of their sciei.d dignities and degrees, .ind the Emirs 
and W.ar'irs entered, and ckc the Cliambeikiins and Kabohs and 
Capl.iins eif war and the 1‘alcoiiers and .\rmbearcrs and Com- 
in.inders of the body-gn.ard. Then he seated his two .sons, one 
on his right .and the oilier on Ins left hand, whilst the subjects ail 
.st(K>d Infort- him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to 
Allah the Most High and gloufiealion of Him, and were instant 
in orisons for the king and in setting foith his sirtucs and 
evcellent quahiies. 1 le aiisw cred them with the most gracious 
of answers and bade carry the Magt.iii outside the city and set 
him on a litgh scaffold which h.ul been budded for him there; 
and he said to the folk, “ Behold, I will toituic him with torments 
of al! kinds and fashions." Then he began telling them tliat 
which ho had wrought of villainy with Ins coiisin-wife and wh.u 
he bad caused her of sevciancc between her and her husband .ind 
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I'ne 7 \xl{ p/ Sitlstr, ihe Youth of Khomuin. 

him to tell the talc. So he said, “Hearkening and obedience. 
Give car, O sen ran, to 

7/J£ TALE OF SALIM, THE YOUTH OF KHORASAN, 
AMD SALMA, HIS SISTER." 

Know, O king (but Allah alone knoweth His secret purpose 
and is versed in the past and the foredone among folk bygone) 
that there was once, in the paits of Khorasan, a man of its 
afllucnt, who i\as a merchant of the chiefest of the merchants' 
and was blessed with two children, a son and a daughter." He 

u. as diligent exceedingly in rc.anng them, and they ncre educated 
with the fairest of education; for he used to teach the boy, who 
taught his sister all that he learnt, so that, by means of her 
brother, the d.amscl became perfect in the knowledge of the 
Traditions of the Prophet and in polite letters. Now the bo 3 ''s 
name was S.ilfm and that of the girl Salm.'t. When the}' grew' 
up and were fully grown, their father built them a mansion 
bc«ide Ins own and lodged them apart therein, and appointed 
them skave-girls and sen ants to tend them, and .a-ssigned to each 
of them pay and allowances, and all that they needed of high 
and low; meat and bread; wine, dresses, .and vessels and wh.at 
not else. So Salim and Sahna abode m that palace, as they 

v. 'cro one soul in two bodic';, and they used to sleep on one couch 
.md rise amorn with single purpose, while firmly fixed in each 
one’s heart were fond affection and familiar friendship for the 
other. One night, when the half was spent, .as Salim .and Salma 
sat rcconnlmg and conversing, they lieard a noise on the ground 
floor; so they looked out from a latticed casement which gave 
upon the gate of their father's mansion, and s.aw a man of fine 
presc'ncc, whose clothes were hidden under a w'uie cloak. He 
came straight up to the gate and laying hold of the door-ring, 
tapped a light rap; whereupon the door opened and behold, out 
came their sister, with a lighted taper, and after her their mother, 
who saluted the stranger and embraced him, s.aymg, " O dearling 
of my heart and light of mine eyes and fniit of my vitals, enter." 
So he went in and shut the door, whilst Salim and S.ilma abode 
aina'/.ed. The youth turned to the girl and said to her, " O sister 
mine, how' deeinest thou of this trouble, and what advice hast 


I Arab frem Ters Khw.tjah and Khavfijtt -iccsol tv right dlv 
, 2 ProbabI) meaning bj one tnollier whom he lotcd best of all hb wites: 

in the same page wc read of their sister. 
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thou to offer ? ” She replied, » O my brother, indeed I know 
not what I shall say anent the like of this; but he is not 
disappointed who divine direction seeketh, nor doth he repent 
who counsel taketh. One getteth not the better of the traces 
of burning by haste, and Icnow that this is an affliction that hath 
descended ^ on us and a calamity foreordained to us; so we have 
need of wise rede to do it away and contrivance which shall 
wash our shame from our faces.” And they ceased not watching 
the gate till daybreak, when the young man opened the door and 
their mother farewelled him; after which he went his way and 
she entered, she and her hand-maid. Hereat said Salim to his 
sister, “ Know thou I am resolved to slay tins man, an he return 
the next night, and I will say to the folk, He was a robber, and 
none shall weet that which hath befallen. Then I will address 
myself to the slaughter of whosoever kuoweth w'hat is between 
the fellow' and my mother.” But Salma said, “ I fear lest an 
thou slay him in our dwelling-place, and he be not con\icted of 
robberhood, suspicion and ill-fame will revert upon ourselves, 
and w e cannot be assured that he belongeth not to a tribe whose 
mischief is to be feared and whose enmity is to be dreaded, and 
thus w lit thou have fled from hidden shame to open shame and 
to disgrace public and abiding.” Asked Salim; “ What then is 
it thy rede to do ^ ” And she answered, “ Is there no help but 
thou kill him Let us not hasten unto slaughter, for that the 
slaughter of a soul without just cause is a mighty giave matter.” 
When Shahban“ heard this, he, said within himself, “ By Allah, 
I have indeed been hasty and reckless in the slaying of women 
and girls, and Alhamdohllah—lauded be the Loid!—w'ho hath 
occupied me with this damsel from the slaughter of souls, for 
that the slaughter of souls is a grave matter and a grievous ' 
By the Almighty, if Shah Bakht spare the Wazir, I will assuredly 
spare Shahrazad®! ” Then he gave ear to the story and heard her 
say to her sister:—Quoth Salma to Salim, “ Hasten not to slay 
him, but overthmk the matter' and consider the issue whereto it 
may tend , for whoso considereth not of actions the end hath not 
Fortune to friend ” Then they arose on the morrow' and busied 
themselves with contriving how' they should turn aw'ay their 


1 Come down, j t . from heaien 

2 This IS the Brest Edit's form of Shahr) ar=city-keeper (hie SlarEban 
guardian of the llarches), for citj-fnend The learned Weil has preferred it 
to Shahr) ar 

3 Sic in the ^lac Edit "Shahrazad," and here maling nonsense of the 
word It IS regretable that the ling's reflections do not run at times as in th.o 
text his compunctions lead well up to the denoument 
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parent from that man, and tlie mother forefelt mischief from them, 
for what she saw in their eyes of change, she being wily and 
keen of wit. So she took prcc.aution for herself against her 
children, and Snlma said to Salim, “ Thou secst what we have 
fallen uj^n through this woman, and very sooth she hath sensed 
our puqiosc and wolteth that we h.ire discovered her secret. So, 
doubtless, she will plot against us the like of that w Inch w e plot 
for her; for iudectl up to norv she had concc.dcd her affair, .and 
from this time forth she will become harsh to us; wherefore, 
methiuks, there is a thing forcwrilten to us, whereof Allah 
(c\tol!cd and cx.altcd be He!) knew in Ilis foreknowledge and 
wherein lie carricth out Ilis cotnmnndmcnls." He asked, 
“ What is that ? and she answered, " It is that we arise, I and 
thou, and go forth this night from this land and seek us a town 
wherein we may wone and witness naught of the doings of 
yonder tnaitress; for whoso is absent from the eye is absent from 
the heart, and quoth one of the poets in the following couplet*:— 

’Tis liapiilcf-l, best for thee, the place to lca\c, ♦ I'or then no eye can 

see, nor heart can geievc." 

Quoth Salim to her,’ “ 'Tis for thee to decide and right is thy 
rede; so let us do this, in the name of Allah the Almighty, trust¬ 
ing in Him for guiding and grace." Accordingly they arose and 
took the richest of their raiment and the lightest of that which 
was in their treasuries of gems and things of price .and gathered 
together I'nuch matter. Then they equipped them ten mules and 
hired them servants of other than the people of the country ; and 
Salim bade his sister Salma don man’s dress. Now she was the 
likc:,t of all creatures to him, so that, when she was clad in man’s 
clothing, the folk knew no difiercnce between them:—extolled be 
the perfection of Him who hath no like, there is no god but He! 
Then he told her to mount a marc, whilst he himself took 
another, and they set out under cover of the night; nor did any 
of their f.imily or household know' of them. So they fared on 
into Allah’s wide world, and g.a\c not over going night and day 
for a space of two months, at the end of which they came to a 
city on the sea-shore of the hand of M.akran,’ by name Al-Sharr, 

1 Ibc careless lext rays "couplets " It has occurred insol i. night x\i . 
so I quote Torrens (p i jq) 

2 In the text Salma is made to speak, utterly confusing the dialogue 

3 The well-known C.alocU province beginning west of Smd ; the terra is 
supposed to be a corruption of IiIfihi-Khor.tn=>Ichthjophngi The reader 
who wishes to I.now more about it will do well to consult "Unexplored Balu¬ 
chistan.” etc (Grirtith and Farran. iSSaJ, the excellent work of my friend 
Ivlr. Ernest A. Elojer, long Chief of the Telegraphic Department, Cairo 
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and it is the first city in Sind.^ They lighted doi\-n within sight 
of the place and when they arose in the morning, they saw a 
populous city and a goodly, seemly of semblance and great, 
abounding in trees and nils and fruits and wide of suburbs 
which stretched to the neighbouring villages. So the young 
man said to his sister Salma, “Tarry thou here in thy place, 
till I enter the city and make proof of it and its people, and seek 
us out a stead which we may buy and whereto we may remove. 
An it befit us, we will make us a home therein, otherwise will 
we take counsel of departing elsewhere.” Quoth she, “ Do this, 
trusting in the bounty of Allah (to whom belong honour and 
glorj'') and in His blessing.” Accordingly he took a belt, 
wherein were a thousand gold pieces, and girding it about 
his waist, entered the city and ceased not going round about 
its streets and bazars, and gazing upon its houses and sitting 
with those of its citizens whose aspect showed signs of worth 
and wealth, till the day was half spent, when he resolved to 
return to his sister, and said to himself, “Needs must I buy 
what we may eat of ready-cooked food ; I and my sister.” 
Hereupon he addressed a man w'ho sold roast meat and who was 
clean of person, albe foul in his w'ay of getting a living, and said 
to him, “ Take the price of this dishful and add thereto of fowls 
and chickens and what not else is in your market of meats and 
sweetmeats and bread, and arrange it in the plates.” So the 
Kitchener took the money and set apart for him what he desired, 
then calling a porter, he laid it in the man’s crate, and Salim, after 
paying the price of provisions and porterage in fullest fashion, 
was about to go awwy, when the Cook said to him, “ O youth, 
doubtless thou art a stranger?” He replied, “Yes”; and the 
other rejoined, “ 'Tis reported in one of the Traditions that the 
Apostle said. Loyal admonition is a part of religion; and the 
wise and ware have declared counsel is of the characteristics of 
True Believers. And venly that W’hich I have seen of thy ways 
pleaseth me, and I would fam give thee a w'aming.” Rejoined 
Sahm, “ Speak out thy ■warning, and may Allah strengthen thy 
purpose ' Then said the Cook, “ ICnow', O my son, that in this 
our city, when a stranger entereth and eateth of flesh-meat and 
dnnketh not old wine upon it, ’tis harmful to him and disturbeth 
his body with_ disorders which be dangerous. Wherefore, an 
thou have provided thee somewhat of wine it is well, but, if not, 
haste to procure it, ere thon take the meat a nd carry it away.” 

be aUcyTi^e?"The vould 



Tit Tak <]f S>ahtt2, tic Youth of Klotosau. c:; 

Quotii Sxliin, "Allah requite thee ■nith weal—Canst thou shew 
n’.c wiicrc liquor is sold ? " and quoth the Cook, “ AVith me is alt 
thou Ecekest.” The youth asked, “Is there a way for me to ‘-ce 
it ?" and the Cook sprang up and answered, " Pass on." So 
he entered, and the man showed him somewhat of wine; but he 
said, “ I desire better than this”; whereupon he opened a door 
and entering, said to Salim, “ Come in, and follow me." Accord¬ 
ingly Salim followed him till he brought him to an underground 
ch.unber, and showed him somewhat of wine th.at suited him. So 
he occupied him with looking at it, and taking him unaw.ares, 
sprang upon him from beliind and threw' him to the ground and sat 
upon his breast. Then he drew a knife and set it to his jugular; 
whereupon there betided Salim that wherewith All.ah made him 
forcet all that he had decreed to him,’ and he cried to the Cook, 
“ Why dost thou this thing, O good fellow ? Be mindful of the 
.Umighty and fear Him. Scest thou not I am a stranger man ? 
.\.nd knowest thou not I have behind me a forlorn, defenceless^ 
woman. Wherefore wilt thou kill me ?" Quoth the Kitchener, 
“ Needs must I kill thee, so 1 may take thy money "; and quoth 
S.alim, “ T.tlic my money, but kill me not, neither enter into sin 
against me; and do with me kindness, for indeed the taking of 
my coin is mote venial than the taking of my life." The Cook 
replied, “ This is nonsense. Thou canst not deliver thyself 
herewith, O youth, because in thy deliverance is my destruction." 
Cried Salim, “ 1 swear to thee and give thee the bond of Allah 
(to whom belong honour and glory 1) and His co\ cnant, which He 
took of His Prophets that I will not discover thy secret; no, 
never.” But the Kitchener replied, " Away 1 Aw.ay 1 Alas! 
Alas' To this there is no path." However, Salim ceased not 
to conjine him and humble himself to him and weep, while the 
Cook persisted in his intent to cut his throat: then he shed tears 
and recited these couplets’:— 

Haste not to that tliou dost dc* ire, for haste is still unblcst; Bo merciful 
to men, as thou on mercy recKoncst; 

For no liantl is tlicro but the hand of God is over it. And no oppressor 
hut shall be with worse than lie opprest. 

Quoth the Kitchener, “ There is no help E.avc that I sl.ay thee, O 
fellow'; for an I spare thee, I shall myself be slain.” But Salim 


See 


1 i.t, Ihinlt of nothing but his present peril 

2 Arab " ^tunhalI’.^h " «= lit. " cat off" (from the wc.il of the world), 

riignm.igc, i 22 . 

3 1 he lines arc in vol i. night xxi. and vol. ttt night cccni. I here quolc 
Mr Pajne. 
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said, “ O my brother, I will adnse thee somewhat^ other than 
this.” Asked the Cook, “ What is it ? Say and be brief, ere I 
cut thy throat ”; and Sahm answered, “ Sufler me to live and 
keep me as thy Mameluke, thy white slave, and I will work at a 
craft of the skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall result to thee 
eiery day two dinars." Quoth the lutcheaer, “What is the 
craft ?" and quoth Sahm, “ The cutting of gems and jewels." 
M'hen the man heard this, he said to himself, “ 'Twill do me no 
hurt if I imprison him and fetter him and bring him that whereat 
he may work. An he tell truth, I wdll let him live, and if he 
prove a liar, I will kill hmi.” So he took a pair of stout shackles 
and fitting them on Salim's legs, jailed him within his house and 
charged a man to guard him. Then he asked him what tools he 
needed for work, and Salim described to him whatso he required, 
and the Cook went out from him awhile and brought him all he 
u anted. Then Sahm sat and wrought at his craft; and he used 
e\ ery day to earn two dinars; and this was his ivont and custom 
with the Kitchener, who fed lum not but half his fill. Thus 
befell it wuth Salim; but returning to his sister Salma, she 
awaited hmi till the last of the dajq yet he appeared not ; and she 
e.vpected him a second day and a third and a fourth, yet there 
came no news of him. So she wept and beat hand on breast, and 
bethought her of her affair and her strangerhood and the dis- ’ 
appearance of her brother; and she improvised these couplets.— 

Salamt’^oul Would I could see you again, « To the joy of my heart' 
and the coolth of my eyes : 

I'ou are naught but my hope and the whole of my hope * And under 
my ribs® lo^ e for you buried lies. 

She tamed on thus wnse aivaitiug him till the end of the month, 
but no tidings of him came nor happened she upon aught of Ins 
trace, wherefore she was troubled with exceeding trouble, and 
sending her servants hither and thither in search of him, abode in 
the sorest that might be of chagnn and concern. When it was 
the beginning of the new month, she arose in the morning, and 
bidding one of her men cry her brother throughout the city, sat 
to receive visits of condolence, nor was there any in town but 
made act of presence to condole with her; and they were all 
sorpr for her, doubtmg not her being a man. When three nights 
had passed CH’er her with their days of the second month, she 
despaired of him and her tears never dried: then she resolved to 


1 t <•. I ha\ e Mother proposal to mate 

2 I r. m m> heart’s core the figure has often occurred 
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Mke up her nlvxJe in that ritj% and tnnkiii" choice of a dwcliiU}' 
icmovcd thither. The fnlU resorted to her from all parts, to sit 
\aith her and hear her speech and witness her fine breeding; nor 
naas it hut a httlo while ere the king died and the folk diflered 
anent whom they should invc-l with the kingship after him, so 
that cml war w.as like to hef.dl them. However, tiic men of 
judgment and the folk of undcrstamiing and the people of ex¬ 
perience directed them to crown the joulh who had lost his 
brother, for that they still held S.dnia to be a man. They con¬ 
sented to this one and ail; and, betaking themselves to her, 
oiTcred the kingship.’ She refused, but they weic uigent 
with licr, till she consented, s.a 3 'ing within herself, "Mj- sole 
desire in the kingship is to find my brother." Then they seated 
her upon the throne of the realm and set the crown upon iier 
head, after which she undertook the Imsinees of governance and 
ordinance of affairs', and tlicj' rejoiced in her with the utmost joja 
On such wise f.ircd it with her; but ns for Salim he abode with 
the Cook a whole a'car's space, bunging him two dinars a da^ , 
.md when his .iffair wa.xcd longsomc, the man felt for him and 
pitied him. PiesentK’ he proini'-ed him release on condition that, 
if he let him go, he should not di.-coxer his ill-deeds to the Sultan; 
for that it w.is ius wont now .and then to entrap a man and carrj 
' him to his limine and slay him and take his money .and cook his 
flesh ,and g',\c it to the folic to cit.' So he asked him, " O youth, 
will tlion that I relea.se thee from this thy muciy, on condition 
that thou be reasonable and never discoier aught of thine affair?’’ 
Salim answered," I w ill sw ear to thee by a\ Ii.atsoevcr oath thou wilt 
administer tliat 1 will Icccp thy secret and will not speak one 
syllabic anent thee, what wlule I .am in the land of the haiiig." 
Quoth the Kitchener, " I piiqiosc to send thee forth avitli my 
brother .and c.ausc thee voy.age w ith him over the sea, on condition 
that thou be to him a Mameluke,a boughten sl.avc, and w'lien lie 
cometh to the land of Hind, he sh.all sell thee and thus wilt thuii 


1 Tlicsc suiUerv cl< v.Uion'-., so common m the I’ast and not unknown to 
the \Vcsl m the 'S.apo'.eonic d.ajs, explain how the legend of "Joanna Papiss.a" 
(Pope John Xltl), who succeeded Leo IV in A D 855, and was succeeded b\ 
llencdict III. found ready Iwlicf amongst the enemies of papact She w.as .an 
Lnghsh as Oman born in Germany, who came to Rome .and professed theology 
with eclat, wherefore the people enthroned her "Rope Joan" governed with 
<\emp!ary wisdom, hut dunng a procession on Rog.ation Sund.ay she was 
dcluercd of a fine boy in the street, some make her die on the spot; others 
declare that she perished in prison. 

2 That such things should liappcn in times of famine is only natural; but 
not at other se.asons This.ahomination on thop.art of the butcher is, however, 
more than once alluded to in The Nights see \ ol. i night xxxi. 
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be delivered from prison and slaughter.” And quoth Salim, “ ’Tis 
veil: be it as thou sa 5 ^st, may Allah the Most High requite thee 
^\lth weal!” Accordingly the Cook equipped his brother and 
heigh ting him a craft, stowed therein a cargaison of merchandise. 
Then he committed Salim to him and they set out with the ship 
The Lord decreed them safety, so that they arnved at the first 
city of Hind, which is loiown as Al-Mansurah,^ and cast anchor 
there. Now the lung of that city had died, leaHng a daughter 
and a widow who, being the quickest-witted of women and 
cleverest of the folk of her day, gave out that the girl was a boy, 
so that the kingship might be established unto them. The troops 
and the Emirs gave credit that the case was as she avouched, 
and that the Princess was a Prince; wherefore they obeyed her 
bidding, and the Queen-mother took ,order for the matter and 
used to dress the girl in man’s habit and seat her on the throne 
of the kingship, so that the Lords of the land and the chief 
officers of the realm used to go in to her and salute her and do 
her service and depart, nothing doubting but she was a boy. 
After this fashion they fared for months and j'ears, and the Queen- 
mother ceased not to do thus till the Cook’s brother came to the 
town in his ship, and with him Salim. He landed with the youth 
and displayed him for sale to the Queen who, when she saw him, 
prognosticated well of him; presentlj’' she bought him and was 
kind to him and entreated him with honour. Then began she 
to prove him in his moral parts, and make assay of him in his 
affairs, and she found in him all that is in kmgs’ sons of under¬ 
standing and fine breedmg and good manners and qualities 
Thereupon she sent for him in private and said to him, “ I am 
imnded to do thee a ser\nce, so thou canst keep a secret.He 
promised her all that she desired, and she discovered to him her 
mystery m the matter of her daughter, saying, “I will marry thee 
to her, and commit to thee the governance and constitute thee 
king and ruler over this city.” He thanked her and promised to 
carry out all she should order him, and she said to him, “ Go 
forth to Such-an-one of the neighbouring provinces privily.” So 
he went forth, and on the morrow she made ready loads and gear 


, ^ the site of this city, so celebrated in the mediaeval 

istorj- of Al-Mam most probably it stood where Hyderabad of Smd now is 
ilie question has been ably treated by Sir Henry M Elliot in his •• History of 
posthumous papers by Professor Dowson 
by-the-by. the average Eastern does with even more difficulty 
iliB TTiait European For the most part the charge to secrecy fixes 

m ^ forgotten that it is to be kept secret 

lienee the most unpleasant results 
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.mci gifts and bc'-towcd on him abundant substance, all of which 
(hey loaded on the backs of bagcage-camels. Then she gave out 
among the folk that the nephew of the king, the son of his brother, 
was come, and bade the Grandees and troops go forth to meet liim 
in a body; she also decorated the city in his honour and the 
kettle-drums of good tidings beat for him, whilst all the king’s 
household went out and dismounlmg before him, escorted him 
into, and lodged him with the Quecn-mother in the palace. Then 
slic bade the Headmen of the state attend his assembly ; so they 
obeyed and witnessed of his breeding and good parts that which 
amarcci them, and made them forget the breeding of the kings 
avlio had picceded him._ When they were grown to like him, 
the Qneen-mothcr bcg.in sending privity for the Emirs and 
Councillors, one by one, and swearing them to conceal her 
project; and when she wr.s assured of tiieir discretion, she dis¬ 
covered to them that the king had left naught save a daughter, and 
that slie had done this only that she might continue the kingship 
in his faniil\,and that the lulc should not go forth from them; 
after winch she informed them that she was minded to marry her 
daughter with her nephew, the new-comer; and that he should 
he the holder of the kingship. They .approa’cd her proposal, and 
when she had discovered the secret to the last of them and assured 
herself of their aid, she published the ncivs abroad and threw off 
all concealmcru. Then she sent for the Kazis and Assessors, who 
drew up the contract of marriage between Salim and the Princess, 
and they lavished gifts upon the soldiery and overwhelmed them 
with largesse. The bride w.as incontinently carried m procession 
to the young man, and the kingship was established to him. They 
lamed after this fashion a whole year when Salim said to the 
Quecn-mother, “ Know that my life is not pleasing to me nor can 
I abide with you in content till I get me tidings of my sister, and 
learn liow her affair hath ended, and how she hath fared after me. 
So I will go forth and be absent from you a year’s space; then 
will I return to you, Iii'-hallali—an it please God the Most High ! 

_ind I win of this that which I hope." Quoth she, " I will not 

tnist to thy w'ord, but will go wath thee and help thee to whatso 
thou wdshest and further thee myself therein." Then she took a 
ship and loaded it with all manner things of pnee, goods and 
monies and the like. Furthermore, she appointed one of the 
W’azir-,, a man in whom she trusted for his conduct and con¬ 
trivance, to nde the realm, saying to him, “ Abide in governance 
a full jear and ordain all thou ncedcst." Presently the Queen- 
mother and her daughter and son-m-law Salim went down to the 
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ship, and sailed on till they made the land of Makran. Their 
arrival there befell at the last of the day; so they nighted in their 
ship, and when the mom was near to dawn, the young king 
landed that he might go to the Hanimam, and walked market- 
wards. As he drew near the bath, the Cook met him on the way 
and knew him; so he seized him and pinioning him straightly, 
earned him to his house, where he clapped the old fetters on his 
feet, and cast him back into his former place of durance rule' 
Salim, finding himself in that sorry condition and considenng 
that wheremth he was afflicted of tabulation and the reverses of 
his fair fortune, in that he had been a king and was now returned 
to fetters and pnson and hunger, wept and groaned and lamented 
and imprordsed these couplets.— 

My God, no patience now can aid afford; • Strait is my breast, O Thou 
of Lords the Lord : 

My God, vho in resource hke thine hath force? • And Thou,-the 
Subtle, dost my case record. 

On this wise fared it vdth Salim ; but as regards his ndfe and her 
mother, v hen she awoke in the morning and her husband returned 
not to her with break of dawn, she forbode all manner of calamity 
and, straightway ansing, she despatched her servants and all who 
were with her in quest of her spouse; but they happened not on 
any trace of him, nor could they hear aught of his news. So she 
bethought herself concerning the case, and plainud and wept and 
groaned and sighed and blamed Fortime the fickle, bewaih'ng the 
changes of Time and reciting these couplets^;— 

God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! 

How joyous and how solaceful was life in them vhilerel 
Would he were not, vho sundered ns upon the parting-d-ay I How 
many a body hath he slam, how many a bone laid bare I 
Sans fault of mine, my blood and tears he shed and beggared me 
Of him I lo\ e yet for himself gained nought thereby ivhate’er. 

When she had made an end to her verses, she considered her 
affair and said withm herself, » By Allah, all these things have 
betided by the predestmation of Almighty Allah and His decree, 
and this upon the forehead was written in lines.” Then she 
landed and walked on till she came to a spacious place, and an 

1 Such an act appears impossible, and y et history tells us of a celebrated 
Sun, ipiajT al-Nassaj (the Weaker), who being of dark comple^vion vas 

return from his pilgrimage at Kufah by a stranger that said, 
ihou art my negro slave and thy name is IChajT." He vas kept at the 
loom for jears. till at last the man set him free, and simply said, "Thou vast 
notmysla\e" (Ibn lihall i 513) 

2 These lines hat e occurred before I quote Mr. Pay ne for variety 
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open, where s-he asked of the folk and hired a house. Thither 
she transported forlluighl all that was in the ship of goods, and 
sending after brokers sold ail that was with her. Presently she 
took p.irt of the puce and bcg.an enquiring of the folk, so haply 
she might scent out tidings of the lost one*, and she addressed 
herself to lavishing alms and preparing medicines for the tick, 
clothing the nal'.cd and watering the dry gromid' of the forlorn. 
She ceased not so doing a whole jear, and little by little she sold 
off her goads and gave charit.iblc gifts to the sick and soit}'; 
whereby her report was bruited abroad in the city and the folk* 
.abounded in her praire All this while Salim lay in fettcr.s and 
strait prison, and melancholy g.at hold of him by reason of that 
wheremto he had fallen of this affliction. At hast, when care 
waxed on him and calamity grew loimsonie, he fell sick of a sole 
«iclniess. Then the Kitchener, seeing his plight (and \erily he 
was like to sink for much suffering), loosed him from the fetters, 
and bringing bim forth of the prison, committed him to an old 
woman, v.lio had a nose the bigness of a gugglet,’ and bade her 
nurse him and medicine him and sene liim and entreat him 
Irindly, so haply he might be made whole of that his ^lickness. 
.\ccordingly the old woman took him and carrj-ing liim to her 
lodging, began mii.«ing him and giving liim to c.it .and diink; 
.md when he was deliiercd of th.at torment, he recoicrcd from the 
malady which Ind afflicted him. Kou the old woman had heard 
from the folk of the lady who gaio alms to the .sick, and indeed 
the «en.s of her bomitios rc.ached both poor .and rich; so she 
arose, and bringing out Salim to the door of her house, laid him 
upon a mat and wrapped him in an Ab.'i-gown and sat over 
against him. Presently, it befell that the lady passed by them, 
and the old woman seeing her rose to her and blessed her, saying, 
*' O my daughter, O thou to whom belong goodness and benefi¬ 
cence and charity and almsdoing," know that this young man is a 
foreigner, and indeed lack and lice and luinger and nakedness and 
cold slay him,” When tlie lady heard this,* she gaic her alms, 
and presented her with n part of that which was with her; and 


1 Arab. “ TnsiU sallala'l-Munlati'in '* = hi. " raimne on tlie droutli- 
h.arcJencd earth of the cut-off " Tlie mclaphor i;, .admissible in the c-yes of an 
Arab who holds water to be Ihc chiefcst of blessings, and makes it synonymous 
with bounty and liencficcticc 

2 Possibly this is said in mere fun; but, as Easterns are practical phy¬ 
siognomists, It m.ay hint the fact that a l.argo nose ju womankind is the sign 
of a masciilinematiirc 

3 Arab, '■ Z.akft wa Sadakat,"=ht paying of poor rate and purifying thy 
property by almsdccds Sec \ ol 1 night 'cxsiu 
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indeed her charitable heart inclined to Salim, but she knew him 
not for her spouse. The old woman received the alms from her 
and carrying it to Salim, took part for herself and with the rest 
bought him an old shirt,* in which she clad him, after she had 
stripped him of that he had on. Then she threw away the frock 
she had taken from off him and arising forthwith, washed his 
body of that which was thereon of grime and scented him with 
somewhat of scent. She also bought him chickens and made 
him broth; so he ate and his life returned to him, and he abode 
with her in all comfort of condition till the morrow. Next 
morning the old woman said to Sahm, “ When the lady cometh 
to thee, anse and buss her hand and say to her:—I am a 
homeless man and indeed cold and hunger kill me ; so haply she 
may give thee somewhat that thou mayest expend upon thy 
case.” And he answered, “ To hear is to obey.” Then she took 
him by the hand and carrying him without her house, seated 
him at the door; and as he sat, behold, the lady came up to him, 
whereupon the old woman rose to her and Salim kissed her hand 
and, looking at her the while, blessed her. < But when he saw her, 
he knew her for his wife; so he shrieked and shed tears and 
groaned and plained, at which she came up to him and threw 
herself upon him; for indeed she knew him with all knowledge, 
even as he knew her. So she hung to him and embraced him, 
and called to her serving men and attendants and those who were 
about her; and they took him up and earned him forth of that 
stead. When the old woman saw this, she cned out to the Cook 
within the house, and he said to her, “ Fare thou before me." 
So she forewent him and he ran after her and ceased not running 
till he overtook the party and seizing Salim, exclaimed, “ What 
aileth you to take my slave-lad ? ” Whereupon the Queen cned 
out at him, saying, “ I^ow that this is my husband, whom I had 
lost ” , and Salim also cried out, saying, “ Mercy ' Mercy ' 
I appeal to Allah and to the Sultan against this Satan 1 ” There¬ 
with a world of folk straightway gathered together, and loud rose 
the cnes and the clamours between them; but the most part of 
them said, “ Carry their case up to the Sultan.” So they referred 
the matter to the king, who was none other than Salun's sister 
Salma. Then they repaired to the palace, and the dragoman 
went in to Salma and said to her, “ O kmg of the age, here is a 


I I have noted (vol i night xxwii) that Kamis (xweir, Chemise, 
Camesha. Camisa) is used in the Hmdostani and the Bengali dialects 
Like Its synonjms prmtexta and shift, it has an equivocal meaning, and here 
probably sigmfies the dress peculiar to Arab devotees and devout beggars 
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Hindi woman, who conielh fiom the land of Hind, and she hath 
laid hands on a sciwant, a young man, claiming him as her 
husband, nho hath been lost to her tJiesc two years, and she 
joumejed not hither save for his sake, and in xerj'sooth these 
many da)s she hull done alni.sdceds in thy city, And here is .1 
fellow, a Kitchener, who dccl.ireth that the young man is his 
slaved” When the Queen heard thoseMords, hcrMtals quivered, 
and she groaned from a grieving hcait, and called to mind her 
brother and that which had beltdod him. Tlien she bade those 
around her bring them between her hands, and avlicn she saw 
them, she knew her biolhcr and v.as .diont to cry aloud; but 
her reason restrained her; yet could she not pre\ent Iiciself rising 
up and sitting dorni.’’ At last, liowcvci, she enforced her soul to 
patience, and said to them, " Let each and every of you acquaint 
me v.itb his c.ase.” So Sab.m c.ime fomard and Iwissiiig ground 
before the King, laiiderl him and relaicd to him his story from 
m-st to last, until the tunc of their coming to that city, he and 
his sister, telling him hou he had entered the place .and had 
fillcn into the hands of the Cook, and that which had belidcd 
him, and a\lntso he had suflc-rcd from him of beating and collars, 
of fetters and pinioning, till the man had made him his brother's 
.Mruiicluke, a boiighten slaie, and how the brother had sold him 
in Hind .and he had become king by marrying the Prince-'S: and 
how life was not lovcsomc to him till he should foicgather 
with his sister, and now the same Cook h.id fallen in with him 
a second time and had pinioned and fettcied him. Brief, he 
acquainted her avith that which li.id betided him of sickness and 
sorrow for the space of a whole year, ^\’hcn he had made an 
end of his speech, his wife straightw.ays came fonvard and 
told her story, from incept to termination, how her mother 
bought him’ from the Cook's pirtiicr .and the people of the 
kingdom came under his rule; nor did she cease telling till she 
came, in her history, to that city and acquainted tlic king with 
the nnanner of her meeting her husband. When she had made 
an end of her adventure, the Kitchener exclaimed, “ AI.ack, what 
tiefalls us from lying rasc<als. By Allah, O king, this w'onian heth 
against me, for this youth is my rcarliiig,* and he avas bora of one 

I 1 omit hero and elsewhere the parcnlhellc.al formula '• Kfda al-Rawi," 
etc -3The Slorj-tcllcr sajelh, rcmindmji the rc.vder of its significance m a 
work collected from tin mouths of professional Tale-tcilers .and intended 
mainly for their use 

^ The usual sign of emotion. a]re.ady often mentioned 

3 It being no shame to Moslems if a shave become King 

4 Arab. " Tarhiyati,” i.r, he was brought up in mj house 
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of my slave-girls.. He fled from me and I found him again ” 
When the Queen heard the last of the talk, she said to the Cook, 
” The decree between you shall not be save in accordance with 
justice.” Then she dismissed all those who were present and 
turning to her brother, said to him, “ Indeed thy truth is stabhshed 
ivith me and the sooth of thy speech, and praised be Allah who 
hath brought about reunion between thee and thy wife! So now 
begone with her to thy country, and cease to seek thy sister 
Salma, and depart in peace.” But, hearing this, Salim replied, 
“ By Allah, by the might of the Ali-knowing King, I will not 
turn back from seeking ray sister till I die or I find her, 
Inshallah! ” Then he called his sister to mind and improinsed 
from a heart disappointed, troubled, afflicted, these couplets;— 

O thou who blatn’st me for my heart, in anger twitting me, • Hadst 
tasted what my heart did taste, thou wouldst be pitying me t 
By Allah, O my cinder for my sister leave, ah 1 leave, « My heart to 
moan its grief and feel the woes befitting me. 

Indeed I grew to hold her dear privily, publicly ; * And in my bosom 
bides a pang at no tune quitting me, 

And m my vitals burns a flame that ne’er w as equalled by • The fire 
of hell, and blazeth high to Death committing me. 

Now when his sister Salma heard what he said, she could no 
longer restrain her soul, but threw herself upon him and 
discovered to him her case. When he knew her, he threw 
himself upon her swooning awhile, after which he came to 
himself and cned, “Lauded be the Lord, the Bountiful, the 
Beneficent! ” Then they plained each to other of that they 
had suffered from the pangs of parting, whilst Salim’s wife 
wondered at this, and Salma’s patience and endurance pleased 
her. So she saluted her ivith the salam, and thanked her for 
her fair boons, saying, “ By Allah, O my lady, all that we are 
in of gladness never befell us save by thy blessing; so praised 
be Allah who deigned vouchsafe us thy sight' ” Then they 
tarried all three, Salma, Salim and his wife, in joy and happiness 
' and delight three days, veiled from the folk; and it was bruited 
abroad in the city that the king had found his brother, who was 
lost for many a year, and had saved him from the Cook’s house. 
On the fourth day, all the troops and the lieges assembled 
together to see the King, and standing at his gate, craved leave 
to enter. Salma bade admit them; so they entered and paid 
her royal suit and service, and gave her j'oy of her brother’s safe 
return. She bade them do homage to Salim, and they consented 
and sware fealty to him, after which they kept silence awhile, so 
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thoj’ hcnr what tI\o hinpr should command, Tiicn quoth 

Salma, “IIo, ye palhciinp of soldiers and subjects, yc wot that 
ye forced mo uilly-nilly to accept the kingship and besought me 
thereof, and I consented to 3 our desires anent m3' being raised to 
rule over you; and I did this ag.ainst m3' will; for I would ha\ e 
you know that I am a woman and that I di^gttised myself and 
donned man’s dross, so peradventure my ease might be concealed 
when I lost my brother. But now Allah hath deigned reunite 
me with my brother, and it is no longer lawful to me that I be king 
and Sultan over the people, and 1 a woman; because there is 
no Sultanate for women, whenas men arc present.’ For this 
reason, an it suit you, set my brother on the throne of the 
kingdom, for this is he ; and I will busy myself with the worship 
of Allah the Most High, and thanksgi\ing to Him for my reunion 
with 1113’ brother. Or, an ye prefer it, lake 3-0111 kingship and 
make whom 3’ou will ruler and liege lord thereof,” Upon this 
the folk all cried out, s.-jjing. “’Wo accept him to king oacr 
tis"; .and thC3* did him suit and .service, and g.avo him joy of the 
kingship. So the pre.aclurs preached tiie sermon^ in his name 
and the court-poets praised him; .and he lavished largesse upon 
the soldiery'and the suite, and overwhelmed them with f.rvour.s and 
bounties, and was prudig.il to the Ryots of justice and cquit3’, with 
goodl3' P-^licy and poht3’. When ho had cfrected tliis much of 
his affect, lie caused bring forth the Cook and his iiouschold to 
the diwan, but spared the old woman wlio had nursed him, 
because the had been the cause of Ins deliverance. Then all 
assembled witliout the town .uul he tormented the Cook and 
those who avere W'ith him with all manner torments, after wliich 
he did him to die 113' the foulest of deaths’ and binning him with 
fire, scattered his ashes far and wide in the air. After this Sulim 


1 Tliere is no Salic lav. .amongst Mo'li ms; Init the Ra'.m or custom 
of Al-lslam, tsl-ahlisheil by the succession of the first four C.ahphs, to the 
prcjiul.ee of ,\jishah and other masterful v.omcn, would he a strong precedent 
against queenly rule It is the reverse with the Hindus who accept a Itani as 
willingly as a icajah. and who lichcvc with Kuiope.ans th.at when Kings reign 
women rule, and tirr r/tsa 'to the vulg.ar Moslem feminine government 
appears impossible, and I w.as once nsicd by an Afgh.an, "What would 
h.apjicn if the queen were ni childbed?" 

2 Ar.ab "Klintliah,” the sermon pre.achcd from the pulpit (Miinbar) aftci 
the congregational prajcrs on rridaj noon It is of two Kinds, for which see 
I.aite, M E., chap, 111 This public mention of hts name and inscribing it 
upon the nowly-mintt.d money arc the special prerogatucs of the Moslem 
King. hence it often hapiicns that usurpers cause a confusion of Khutlxah 
and coinage. 

3 For a specimen of which, blowing a man up with bellows, see 
A!-Mas'udi, chap caxiii 
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abode in the governance, invested with the Sultanate, and ruled 
the people a -whole year, -n’hen he returned to Al-Mansurah and 
sojourned there another year. And he and his i\'ife ceased not to 
go from city to city, and tarrj' in this a year and that a year, till 
he v'as vouchsafed children and they grew up, whereupon he 
appointed him of his sons, who was found fitting, to be his 
deputy in one kingdom and he ruled in the other; and he lived, 
he and his wnfe and children,what while Almighty Allah willed.^’ 

» Nor ” (continued the Wazir), “ O liang of the age, is this story 
rarer or stranger than the King of Hind and his wronged and 
en-wed Minister.” When the King heard this, his mind was 
occupied," and he bade the Wazir hie to his own house. 

GT)c EtDcntii-dDiglit^ anlt £nct J2ijr5t of tjc 

When the evening evened, the King summoned the Minister and 
bade him tell the story of the Kang of Hmd and his Wazir. So . 
he said, “ Hearkening and obedience. Give ear, O auspicious 
King, to 

THE TALE OF THE KING OF HIND AND HIS 
WAZIR." 

There was once in the Hind-land a king illustrious of worth, 
endowed irith understanding and policy, and his name was Shah 
Bakht. He had a Mmister, a godly man and a sagacious, right 
prudent in rede, conformable to him in governance and just in 
judgment; for which cause his emners were many and many 
were the hypocntes who sought faults in him and set snares for 
him, so that they insinuated into King Shah Bakht’s eyes hatred 
against him and sowed in his heart despite towards him; and 
plot followed plot, and their rancour waxed until the king was 
brought to arrest him and lay him in jail and to confiscate 
his wealth and degrade him from his degree. When they 
knew that there was left him no possession for which the long 
might lust, they feared lest the sovran release him, by the 
influence of the Wazir’s good counsel upon the king’s heart 
and he return to his former case, so should their machinations 
be marred and their degrees degraded, for that they knew that 


1 » f . a long time the idiom has been noted before more than once. 

2 I f I witii \\u2t lis liCcLTcl wli^t \va5 prodiscd. 
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the Lint: v.’oukl need v.hatso he hadkno\\n from that man, nor 
ttoulil forj;ct aujjht nlicrcwith he was familiar in him. Now it 
came to pa^^s that a certain person of perverted belief* found 
a way to tiic adorniiift of fa!t,chood with a semblance of fair- 
seemm", and there proceeded from him that whereby the hearts of 
Che folic were occupied, and their minds were corrupted by his 
ijdng ta!e.s ; for that lie made use of Indian quiddities* and forged 
them into proof for tlic denial of the Maker, the Creator, e\tolicd 
be Ills might and cvaltcd be He and glorified and magnified 
al-tovc the speech of the denters! He avouched that it is the 
planets which order ail worldly affairs, and he set down twelve 
mansions’ to twelve Zodiacal signs, .and made each sign thirty 
degrees,* after the number of the days of the month, so that in 
twelve mansions there are three hundred and si\ty, after the 
number of the days of the year; and he wrought a wotk, wherein 
he lied and was an infidel and deiiicd the Deity, be He for ever 
bles'^cd 1 Tlicn he laid hold of the king’s heart and the enviers 
add haters aided him against the Minister, and won llic royal 
favour and corrupted his iiitcat against the Waair, so that he got 
of him that which he got, and .it last his lord banished him 
and thrust him away. By such mc.ans the wicked man obtained 
that which he sought of the Minister, .and the c.asc was prolonged 
till the afiairs of the kingdom became disordered, by dint of ill 
government,.and the most part of the king’s reign fell off from him 
.and he came nigh unto ruin. On this wise he was assured of the 
loyalty of his whilome sagacious Wazir and the excellence of his 
ordinance and the rectitude of his rede. So he sent after him and 
brought him and the wicked m.an before him and, summoning to 
his presence the Lords of liis land and the Chiefs of his chieftain¬ 
ship, gave them le.avc to talk and dispute and forbade the wicked 
man from his perverted belief.’ Then arose that wise Minister .and 
skilful, and pr.aised Allah Almighty and lauded Him and glorified 
Him and hallowed Him and .attested His unity and disputed with 


1 Aral) " Sliakhv mafsiid." i f.. an infidel 

2 .\rab. •'IJunud," plur of I’cr^ian •• band "t= hypocrisy, deceit. 

3 Arab " Unruj " pi of Biirj lit «= towers, an astrological term equiva¬ 
lent to our "boiues” or constellations which form the Zodiacal signs sur¬ 
rounding the heavens as towers gird a city ; and applied also to the iS lunar 
mansions So m Al-llariri (Ass of Damascus), ** I swear by the sky with Us 
lowers," the mcept of Kor.an chapt Ixxxv ; see also chapts xv. 26 and xvv. 
(12. " Burj '■ is a word with a long history. srvpyoi burg, burgh, etc, 

4 Ar.ab. " Bundubah " t= a Imlo bunduk, nut, filbert, pellet, rule, musket 
bullet. 

5 See John Raistcr's ‘‘Boole of the Seven Planets; or. Seven Wandering 
Tilouvcb," London, 159S. 
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the miscreant and overcame him and silenced him; nor did he 
cease from him till he compelled him to make confession of repent¬ 
ance from that which he had misbelieved. Therewith King Shah 
Baliht rejoiced with exceeding great joy and cned, “ Praise be to 
the Lord who hath saved me from this man, and hath presented 
me from the loss of my kingship and my prospenty ' ” So the 
affair of the Wazir returned to order and stablishment, and the 
lang restored him to his place and raised him to higher rank. 
Lastly, he assembled the folk who had striven against him and 
destroyed them all, to the last man. “ And how like ” (continued 
the Wazir), “is this story to that of myself and King Shah Bakht, 
with regard to that which befell me of the changing of the King 
and his crediting others against me; but now is the fairness of 
my fashion fulfilled in thine eyes, for that Allah Almighty hath 
inspired thee with wisdom and endowed thee with longanimity 
and patience to hear from me whatso He allotted to those who 
forewent us, till He hath shown forth my innocence and made 
manifest unto thee the truth. For lo and behold ! the days are 
now past, wherein it was declared to the king that I should labour 
for the loss of my soul,‘ that is iinthm the month; and lookye, the 
probation-time is gone by, and past is the season of evil, and it 
hath ceased by the protection of the King and his good fortune.” 
Then he bowed his head and was silent. When King Shah Bakht 
heard his M^azir’s speech, he was abashed before him and con¬ 
founded, and he man'elled at the grai'ity of his intellect and his 
long-suffenng So he sprang up to him and embraced him, and 
the Minister kissed his feet. Then the King called for a costly 
lobe of honour and cast it over Al-Rahwan, and honoured him' 
vuth the highmost honour and showed him especial favour and 
restored him to his degree and Wazirate. Furthermore, he im¬ 
prisoned those who had devised his destruction with lies and 
leasing, and gave him full leave and license to pass judgment upon 
the Interpreter -who had expounded to him the dream. So the 
Wazir abode in the ordenng of the realm until Death came to 
them , “ And this ” (added Shahrazad) “is all, O king of the age, 
that hath come down to us of ICmg Shah Bakht and his Wazir.” 


J t ( , for the king whom I loi e as my own soul 
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As for King Slinhryar, he i^ondercd at Slsilirarjxd with the utmost 
wonder, and drew her near to his hc.art of his abounding affection 
for her; and she w as magnified in his eyes and he said within 
himself, “By Allah, the like of this is not dcscr\ing of slaughter, 
for indeed the time favourclh us not wnth her equal. By the 
Almighty, I h.avc been reckless of mine .affair, and had not the 
Lord overcome me with His ruth and pul this one at my service 
so she might recount to me inst.anccs manifest and cases truthful 
and admonitions goodly and tr.aits edifying, such as should restore 
me to the right road, I had come to ruin ! Wherefore to Allah be 
the praise herefor, and 1 licsccch the Most High to make my end 
with her like that of the Warir and Shah Bakht." Then sleep 
overcame the king and glory be unto Him who slcepeth not’! 
When it w.as the Kmc luindied and thirtieth Night, Shahra/ad 
Slid, “O king, there is present in my thought a tale which Ircatclh 
of women’s trickery, and wdicretn is a warning to whoso will he 
warned, and an admonishment to whoso will he admonished, and 
whoso hatli sight and insight; but I fc.ar lest the licanng of this 
hchltlc me with the licgc-lord and lower my degree in his esteem; 
yet I hope that this will not be, because 'tis a rare talc. Women 
are indeed mischief-makers; tlicir craft and their cunning may not 
he told nor ni.ay their wiles be known; while men enjoy their 
company and are not instant to uphold them in the nght way, 
neither arc they vigilant over them wnth .all vigilance, hut relish 
their society and t.akc whatso is winsome and reg.ard not that 
which is other than this. Indeed, they arc like unto the crooked 
rib, which an thou go .about to straighten, thou distortest it, and 
which an thou persist in straightening, thou hreakest it”; soil 
bchov eth the wasc man to be silent concerning them.” Thereupon 
quoth Dinar/ad, “ O sister mine, bring forth that w Inch is with 
thee and that which is present to thy mind of the story concerning 
the guile of women and their wales, and have no fear lest this 
lessen thee with the king ; for th.at women are, like j’cwcis, of all 


1 The Brc^l Edit (m 318-21) •■cems to assume th.at the talcs were told m 
the carl} night before the rojal pair slept. This is no improvement, wc prefer 
to thmJ. that the time s\a.s Kforc peep of day. when Easterns usually .iwahe 
and h.avc nolhinc to do till the d.avsii-pra}cr 

2 See \ol 11. night L\n 
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kinds and colours. When a gem falleth into the hand of an 
expert, he keepeth it for himself and leaveth all beside it. Eke 
he preferreth some of them over others, and in this he is like the 
potter,^ who filleth his kiln ivith all the vessels he hath moulded 
and under them kindleth his fire. When the baking is done and 
he taketh out that vhich is in the kiln, he findeth no help for it 
but that he must break some of them, whilst others are what the 
folk need and whereof they make use, while yet others there are 
which return to be as they were. So fear thou not nor deem it a 
grave matter to adduce that which thou knowest of the craft of 
women, for that in this is profit for all follt." Then said 
Shahrazad, “ They relate, O king (but Allah alone knoweth the 
secret things) the Tale of— 


I Arab Al-Fdkhir No wonder that the First Hand who moulded the 
Jlan-mud is a lieu comimin in Eastern thought The Pot and the Potter began 
wnth the old Egjptians "Sitting as a potter at the wheel, god Cneph (in 
Philte) moulds clay, and gives the spirit of life (the Genesitic " breath ”) to 
the nostnls of Osins " Then we meet him in the Vedas, the Being " by 
whom the fictile \ase is formed, the clay out of which it is fabncated " We 
find him next in Jeremiah (xviii 2), "Arise and go down unto the Potter's 
house," etc, and in Romans (ix 2t), " Hath not the Potter power oier the 
clay ’ '• He appears in full force in Omar-i-Khay) dm (No x.xxvii) — 

For I remember stopping bj the way 
To watch a Potter thumping his wet Clay. 

And with Its all obliterated Tongue 
It murmur'd—" Gently, Brother, gently, pray 1 " 

Lastly the Poller shows in the Kasidah of Haji Abdu al-Yazdi (p 4):— 

" The first of pots the Potter made by Chrysorrhoas' blue-green waie; 

Methinks I see him smile to see what guerdon to the world ho ga%e " 
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AL-I^IALIK AL-ZAHIR RUKN AL-DIN BIBARS 
AL-BUNDUKDARI AND THE SIXTEEN 
CAPTAINS OF POLICE.”’ 

TiirREwas once in the dimes* of Ep^’pt and the dty of Cairo, 
under the Turks, a king of the valiant kings and the exceeding 
mighty Soldans, hight Al-^falik al-Zahir Kukn al-Diii Bibars 
al-Bundukdari,* A\ho was used to storm the Islamite sconces and 
the strongholds of ** The Shore*” and the Nazarinccitadels. His 
Chief of Police in the capital of his kingdom, was just to the folk, 
all of them; and Al-M.alik al-Zahir delighted in stories of the 
common sort, and of that which men purposed in thought; and he 
loved to see this with his own eyes, and to hear their sayings with 
his own cars. Now it fortuned that he heard one night from a 
certain of his nocturnal reciters* that among women arc those 
who arc doughtier than the doughtiest men and prowerof prowess, 
and that among them are some who will engage in fight singular 
with the sword and others who beguile the quickest-witted of 
Walls and baffle them, and bring down on them all manner of 
miseries; wherefore said the Soldan, “1 would lief hear this of 
their legerdemain from one of those who have Iiad to do with 
it, so I may hearken unto him and cause him discourse.” And 
one of the story-tellers said, “O king, send for the Chief of 
Police of this thy city.” Now’Al.am al-Din'Sanjar was at that 
time W'ali and he w ns a man of experience, in affairs well versed ; 
so the king sent for him, and when he came before him, he dis¬ 
covered to him that which was in his mind. Quoth Sanjar, “I 

1 Bre-;! Hdil , vol xi pp 321-99. niKtils dccccxxx-xl 

2 Ar.ib "lUim" from the Gr KXi/ra, often n';etf as nmongW us (rg-., 
"other dimes") for l.md 

3 Bib.irs, V liose n.imc js still famous and mostly pronounced •* B.ijhars," 
tlic fourth of the B.aharite MamcUAcs, vhom I would call the "Sold.ans” 
Onginallj a slave of Al-SAlih, seventh of the Aj-yubites, he rose to power bj 
the norm.al process, murdering his predecessor, in A D icOo, and he pushcrl 
his conquests from Sjria to Armenia. In his daj' Saint I^niis died before 
Tunis (A.D. 1570) 

4 There are sundry SShils or shore-lands "Sahil Misr” is the River¬ 
side of Cairo often extended to the whole of Lower Egjpt (vol. i night xxviii) 
here it means the lowl.ands of Palestine once the .abode of the noble Philistines, 
and lasllj the term extends to the sea-board of Zanrikar, where, however, it 
IS mostly used in the plur •' Sav\iihil”=the Shores 

5 Arab " SammAr’’ (from S.amarr^convcrsatio nocturna),£= the story¬ 
teller who in camp or house whiles away the evening hours. 

0 “ Flag of the F.aith ”. S.anjar in old Pcrsian=a Prince, a King 
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\vill do my endeavour for that which our lord seeketh.’’ ^ Then he 
arose and returning to his house, summoned the Captains of the 
watch and the Lieutenants of the ward and said to them, “ Know 
that I purpose to marry my son and make him a bridal banquet, 
and I desire that ye assemble, all of you, in one place. I also 
■will be present, I and my company, and do ye relate that which 
you have heard of rare occurrences, and that which hath betided 
you of experiences.” And the Captains and Runners and Agents 
of Pohce answered him, “ ’Tis well; Bismillah—in the name of 
Allah > We -udll make thee see all this with thine own eyes and 
hear it ■with thine o^wn ears.” Then the Chief of Police arose 
and going up to AI-Mahlr al-Zahir, informed him that the assembly 
would meet on such a day at his house; and the Soldan said, 
“ ’Tis well," and gave him somewhat of coin for his spending- 
money. When the appointed day came the Chief of Police 
set apart for his officers and constables a saloon, which had 
latticed casements ranged in order and giving upon the flower- 
garden, and Al-Malik al-Zahir came to him, and he seated him¬ 
self and the Soldan, in the alcove. Then the tables ■n'ere spread 
for them rvith food and they ate and when the bowl went round 
amongst them and their souls were gladdened by meat and dnnk, 
they mutually related that which was "with them and revealed 
their secrets from concealment. The first to discourse ■was a 
man, a Captain of the Watch, hight Mu’in al-Dfn,* whose heart 
was wholly occupied with the love of fair women; and he said, 
“ Harkye, ail ye people of high degree, I will acquaint you with 
an extraordinary affair which fortuned me aforetime." Then he 
began to tell 
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Know ye that when I entered the service of this Emir,® I had a 
great repute, and every low fellow and lewd feared me most of all 


1 Alder of the Faith ” 

2 These policemen’s tales present a curious contrast ith the detective 
stones of M Gabonau and his host of mutators In the East the police, like 
the old Bow Street runners, were and are still recruited principally amongst 
the criminal classes on the principle of " Set a thief,” etc We have seen that 
the Barmecide Wazirs of Baghdad •' anticipated Fenner’s doctrine of the 
fasstoncl treatment of lawless inchnations,” and employed as subordinate 
officers, under the Wall or Prefect of Police, accomplished villains like 
Ahmad al-Danaf (\ol ui ccKiv), Hasan Shuuman and Mercury Ah (ibid), 
and even nomen (Dahlah the Crsifty), to coerce and checkmate their former 
comrades Moreover, a gird at the pohce is always acceptable, not only to a 
coffee-house audience, but even to a more educated crowd . witness the treat¬ 
ment of the '■ Charley” and the "Bobby” in our truly English pantomimes 

3 1 r , the Chief of Pohce, as the sequel shows 
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mnnWnd, and when I rode tlirouph the city, each and every of the 
folk would point at me with tlieir finper'; and s>gn at me with their 
eyes. It happcne<l one day, ae 1 sat in the pal \cc of the Prefecture, 
hack-propped apninst a wall, cou'iidcring in mjself, Muldcnly there 
fell ^o!ncwhat in my lap, and behold, it wa'; a purse sealed and 
tied. So I hent it m hand .and lol it had in it an hundred 
dirhams,’ but 1 found not who threw it and I s.aid, “ Lauded be 
the Lord, the Kin" of th.c Kingdoms’!" Another day, as I sat 
in the same w.ay, somewhat fell on me and startled me, and 
lookyc, 'Iwas a purse like the first; I took it and huliii" the 
matter, made as tiiougli I slept, albeit sleep w.as not with me. 
One day as 1 thus shammed sleep, I suddenly sensed in my lap a 
hand, and in it a purse of the finest; so I seized the hand and 
behold, ’Iv.as that of a f ur woman. Quoth 1 to her, ‘‘ O my lady, 
who att thou ? ” and quotli she, " Rise and come away from here, 
that 1 m.ay make myself known to thee." Presently I rose up .and 
following her, walked on, without tarrying, till we slopped at the 
door of a liigh-lmildcd hou^e, whereupon I asked her, “O my 
lady, who art thou ? Indeed, thou hast done me Icindness, and 
wh.it is the rca''on of this’’’ She answered, ‘‘By Alkali, O 
Capt.ain’ Mu’m, I am a woman on whom love and longing arc 
sore for desire of the daughter of the Ka/.i Amm al-llukm.* Now 
there was between me and her what wa*-, .and fondness for her fell 
upon my he.art and I agreed upon .in assignation with her, accord¬ 
ing to possibility and convenience: but her father Amin .al-Hukm 
took her and went .away, and my heart clcavctli to her and 
yc.irning and distraction waxed sore upon me for her sake.” I 
said to her, marxclling the while at her words, “What woiildsl 
thou have me do?” and said she, “O Capt.ain Mu’iii, I would 
h.avc thee lend me a helping hand.” Quoth I, “ Where am I and 
where IS the d.iughtcr of the Kari Amm al-Hukm“?” and quoth 
she, “Be .assured that 1 would not have thee intradc upon the 
Kaai’s daughter, hull v. ouid fiin w ork for the winning of my wishes. 


1 Abcftii A 

2 I f, of tlie worlds visible and invisible 

3 Arab •■Mulnddam" tee\ol iii ni{;hl ccliv 

) ‘'Faithful of Command”, it maj lx: a title as well as a FN For 
Al-Amm," ECO\ol hi night cccs\xviit 

5 11, "what have I to do with." etc. or "how great is the difference 
betv ten me and her." The phrase is still popular in Kg) pt and Sj rta; and 
the inlorrogatnc form only intensifies it Thu student of I'gyptian should 
nKva)S try to answer a question by a question Ills labours havo been greatly 
facilitated by the conscientious work of my bate friend Spitta Bey 1 tried h.ard 
to persuade the late Rogers Bey. whose knowledge of Fg)ptian and Sjri.an (.as 
opposed to Ar.abic) wm, considerable, that a simple grammar of Egyptian was 
r.ii."'.i wanted ; he promi ,ed to undertake it. but dc.ath cut short the design. 

VOU IX 


s 
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This IS my will and my want winch may not be wroughten save 
by thine aid.” Then she added, “ I -mean this night to go with 
heart enheartened and hire me bracelets and armlets and anklets 
of price; then mil I hie me and sit in the street wherein is 
the house of Amm al-Hukm; and when 'tis the season of the 
round and follr are asleep, do thou pass, thou and those who are 
with thee of the men, and thou wilt see me sitting and on me fine 
raiment and ornaments, and unit smell on me the odour of Ottars; 
n hereupon do thou question me of my case and 1 will say —I hail 
from the Citadel and am of the daughters of the deputies' and I 
came down into the town for a purpose; but night overtook me 
all unawares, and the Zuwaylah Gate" was shut against me and all 
,he other portals and I knew not whither I should wend this night. 
Presently I saw this street and noting the goodly fashion of its 
ordinance and its cleanliness, I sheltered me therein against break 
of day. When I speak these words to thee wnth complete self- 
possession,® the Chief of the watch mil have no ill suspicion of 
me, but will say —^There’s no help but that we leave her with 
one who mil talce care of her till morning. Thereto do thou 
rejoin —'Twere best that she mght mth Amin al-Hukm and lie 
with his wii es* and children until dawn of day. Then straightway 
knock at the Kazi’s door, and thus shall I have secured admission 
into Ins house, mthout inconvenience, and won my m'sh ; and— 
the Peace' ” I said to her, “ By Allah, this is an easy matter.” 
So, when the mght was blackest, we rose to make our round, 
followed by men Mith girded swords, and went about the ways and 
compassed the city, till we came to the street® where was the 
woman, and it was the middle of the night. Here we smelt 
mighty rich scents and heard the clink of rings. so I said to my 
comrades, “ Methinks I espy a spectre”; and the Captain of the 
watch cried, “ See what it is ” Accordingly, I undertook the work, 
and entering the thoroughfare presently came out again and said, 
" I have found a fair woman, and she telletli me that she is from 
the Citadel, and that dark night surprised her, and she saw this street, 
and noting its cleanness and goodly fasliion of ordinance, knew 
that it belonged to a great man * and that needs must there be in 


I Arab "Na\\asib.”ptur otKiub^Ut deputies, heutenaiits) = a Nabob 
^ mis famous and time-honoured bmlding, see vol i nieht 

3 Arab ■■Tamkm,”gra\it,v, assurance 

4 •'trab •• I)^-hu.’’ ht Ins family, a decorous c.rcumlocution for his 
.vi\ es ana concubines 

? j ^ . here a large thoroughfare 

") began to rule, he found 
r liouseholder. under pa ii 

of confiscation, should keep the street before lus house perfectlj clean '1 his 
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it n Kunnlinn to keep wntch ovei it. so she pheltcreil her theicin." 
Qunlh the Captnin of the w.Uch to me, “Take Iter and caiiy her 
to thy house"; hut quoth I, “1 seek lefiigc with Allah” My 
hou'-e is no slrone box,' and on this woman are trinlmts and fine 
clntin’nt;. Hy Ailali, wo will ntit deposit the l.ulj’ sa\e with Amin 
al-Hukin, in wIkwc street she hath been since the fust starkeniiiK 
of the darkness; therefore do thou lei\e hei with him till the 
break of day." fie rejoined, “Dowhatso thou wiliest." So 1 
rapped at the Ka/i's «a(c and out c.uuc a black slave of his slaves, 
to whom said I, “ O nu lord, t.ake this woman and let her be with 
you till d.aj shall dawn, for that the lieutenant of the Emir .Main 
ai-Din hath found her \sitii tiinkols and fine apparel on her, 
sitting: at the dCK.ir of jour house, and we fe.ired lest her respon¬ 
sibility l>c upon you’; wherefore I stujqcsted 'twere mcetest she 
m^ht with you." So the chattel opened and took her in with him 
Now when the morninq moirtiwed, the first who presented himself 
before the Einii was the Ka/.i .\min al-Hukm, leaning on two of 
his negro slaves; and he w.is crving out and calling for aid and 
saying, “O Emir, crafty and perfidious, yesternight thou depositedst 
with me a woman and broiightest her into my house and home, 
and she aro«e in the dark and took from me the monies of the 
little orphans my wards,' siv gre.it bags, each containing a 
thousand dinars,^ and made off; but as for me, I will s<'iy no 
syllabic to thee except in the Soldan’s presence.'"’ When the 
Wali heard these words he was troubled, and rose and sat down 
in his agitation; then he took the judge and placing him by his 
side, soothed him and exhorted him to p itience, till he had made 


V.as Uoi'.r after'omc csampi's Inil bera made, and the rc^uU was tint mucc 
tint tunc C.airo neitr l.iit.\ the plai;iie I am writing at Tangier v here a 
Mahnmuud All n much wanted 
j ) » . .Utah forfend ’ 

2 Arali '• Muslauda' "-a stum)' place where goods arc deposited and left 
in charge 

3 I’ccaii'e, if she came 10 grief the people of tlie strtet, and cspeciallv 
those of the adjomme hous<-s. would 1 into trouble Htncc in Moshm 
ciUes. like Damascus and Ter, lh< liar it or quarters an clo-el at night with 
strong wooden doors, and ll'c guards will not op" u tlicm except li) inc.ans of a 
sitxtrVcy Mohammed Ali abolidud this mconvcnicnce, Imt fined and im- 
priboned*.all mght-w.allcrs who carried no lanterns See I’llgrimage, vol i 
173 

.j .\s Kari of the qu.arler he was tx-officio guardian of the orphans .and 
their proper!}. and lialde to sew ere punishment (unless he could pax for the 
hixurx) in c,a‘'e of fraud or neglect 

5’ Altogether six thousand dinars -^^3.000 This sentence is borrowed 
from the sequel and ^cces^ar) to mahe the sense clear 

fi i.f, ■■ I am going .al once to complain of thee lx fore the king iin'ess 
ihoii give me due satishaeiion h} restoring the mono} and finding the thief." 
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an end of talk, when he turned to the officers and questioned 
them of that They fixed the affair on me and said, “We know 
nothing of this matter but from Captain Mu’in al-Din.” So the 
Kazi turned to me and said, “Thou wast of accord to practice 
upon me with this woman, for she said she came from the Citadel ” 
As for me, I stood, with my head bowed ground-wards, forgetting 
both Suniiah and Farz,' and remained sunk in thought, saying, 
“ How came I to be the dupe of that randy rvench ? ” Then cried 
the Emir to me, “What aileth thee that thou answerest not’” 
Thereupon I replied, “ O my lord, ’tis a custom among the folk 
that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is allowed 
three days’ grace do thou have patience wnth me so long, and if, 
at the end of that time, the culprit be not found, I will be 
responsible for that which is lost.” When the folk heard my 
speech they all approved it as reasonable, and the Wall turned to 
the Kazi and sware to him that he would do his utmost to recover 
the stolen monies, adding, “ And thej’ shall be restored to thee.” 
Then he went away, whilst I mounted without stay or delay, and 
began to-ing and fro-ing about the world without purpose, and 
indeed I was become the underling of a w'oman writhout honesty or 
honour, and I w'ent my rounds m this way all that my day and 
that my mght, but happened not upon tidings of her, and thus' 
I did on the morrow’. On the third day I said to myself, “ Thou 
art mad or silly ”, for I w'as wandenng in quest of a woman who 
knew me^ and I knew’ her not, she being veiled when I met 
her. Then I went round about the third day till the hour of mid- 
aftemoon prayer, and sore w’axed my cark and my care, for 
I kenned that there remained to me of my life but the morrow, 
when the Chief of Police would send for me. How’ever, as 
sundow’n-time came, I passed through one of the main streets, 
and saw’ a woman at a window; her door was ajar and she was 
clapping her hands and casting sidelong glances at me, as who 
should say, “ Come up by the door ” So I went up, without fear 
or suspicion, and when I entered she rose and clasped me to her 
breast I marvelled at the matter and quoth she to me, “ I am 
she whom thou depositedst with Amin al-Hukm.” Quoth I to 
her, “ O my sister, 1 have been going round and round in request 
of thee, for indeed thou hast done a deed which will be chronicled 
and hast cast me into red death’ on thine account.” She asked 

1 The Practice (of the Prophet) and the Holy Law (Koranic) see vol 
1 night xvu , vol 111 night ccclwiii, and vol iv night ccccxw. 

2 In the corrupt te\t, "who knew me not" , thus spoihng the point. 

3 Arab ■'Maut Ahmar"=Molenl or bloody death For the various 
coloured deaths, see \o! v night dcwi 
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me, " De<;t thou tint- to me ru’i! Usmt :i c.ipfnui Jn> n ? " 

and I ansucrt'd, “ lunv mk-uM I r.nl Iv tjnnSil' d, < inp Uiat I be 
iii concern for an affair I tiun over and orcr in mied, nuim by 
tolvcn tin! I cnutmun my day lonir o'iti" aboid s'-.rdnn;; fnr 
shce atid in the niqlU I vortch it*. ?;«!•'> and phr.ct*.’? “ ('tied 
*-hc, “ Xavt"hl shall 1*- tkh *. ivc v.cal, and than * UaU {;ct the b' ttcr 
of him.'®” So P‘}injt, '•he and Kom!' to .n chet, dr* v.' cut 
tlicrcfrotn six Inq*. full of EC.dd and •■.tid to me, “ This i*. •.vh-it I 
tock from Amin .nl-llukm’*. hnuso. So .as> thou v.’ilt, rC'.K*’.*’ jt; 
ci*'c the whole i'i hawfidlj ® Ihi.ic: .and if thou dc'ire othrr than 
this, thou ■;halt obtain it; for 1 hr.\c' inonie*; in pknly and I Ind 
no de'^iqnluK'C'n save to marry thec.” 'f hen ! lie aio'c, and ci'Cn- 
in" other ctic'.b*. broupht nut therefrom v.e.dth palore. and I >end 
to her, "O my sister, 1 have no v.d'h for .ali thn:, no! do I v.a'it 
.auqlit csccpl to be quit rf that Avlmtcin I ,ain." Ouotli .'ii’. “ 1 
came not forth of the Kart’s hnusc v ithmit picp'iiin; hr tlnii'* 
acquittance.” Tiien '■.vj;! i\\.> to me. “When the ni< di 

mom and Amin abllnkin sh.all emne to thee, pcir v.itb, inm till 
he have made an cad of his speech, and v In n he i'. .ih it, 
return him no reply: .and if the Waii .a'l::~\V!‘a .dl’th il.to 
that thou ;mr.v.orcsl me not? do thou rnj'.in:- tt ! ■!** ami 
master* know tiiai she tv.o words .are m t alike, but •.’**!.' i 
no helper for tiic conquered one'-pare Allah A!nin;)i!\. t be 
Kar.i will cry, Wiiat is the meaning of thy '..ayin.-, I'lic two 
avords arc not alike? And do thou retort:— 1 dtje'siit'l rvith 
thee a damsel from the prdicc of the SuU.m. and mrs't hi e]y 
some enemy of hers m tliy honsch-dd hath tran'^rc'-'cil ap.din.t 
her or she halli Ikcii '-ecrctly muidcicd. \'ctily, iheu* v.irc 
on her raiment .and oniunciur. worth a thmwaud ducats, and 
hadst thou put to the question those v.-ho .are with tine of slaves 
and slate-girls, needs must thou hate htten onsorne traces of 
the crime. When he lie.ircth this from thee, his trouble will 
redouble, and he avill be .am.atcd and will make oath that thou 
hast no help for it hut to go with him to hk hQuee: however, 
do thou s,ay, Th.alwill I not do, for I am the party apgrictcA, 
more especially because I am under suspicion with thee. If lie 


I «f, for lad of -.Ici'p 
z { e ,o( the Kari 

3 Arab ’ Miib.'tli," m (tie iheolo/ac an acsinti which K rot '.infill 
('A^rm-f^orqua'i-sinfiil (vih <!.}, vut,.vtl\ ’■p.TmiUc.l.atlrv.t,!'*; !,o Shahrarad 

ce-ased to say her *,a> permitted '• (bj sit ihryar) 

4 Arab •• Yd Khawand •*, --w aof at ninhl dccKtii 

5 I f., we both make different rtatrmcrts r.pially crchWc, hut vtthmil 
proof, and the c.aw will go aKaim i i..,. bcCiau'c then .crt llic (pta'iir man 
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redouble in calling on Allah’s aid and conjure thee by the oath 
of divorce, saying, Thou must assuredly come, do thou reply, By 
Allah, I anil not go, unless the Chief also go avith me. Then, as 
soon as thou comest to the house, begin b}' searching the terrace- 
roofs •, then lauumage the closets and cabinets, and if thou find 
naught, humble thyself before the Kazi and be abject and feign 
thjself subjected, and after stand at the door and look as if thou 
soughtest a place wherein to make water,' because there is a dark 
corner there. Then come forward, with heart harder than syenite- 
stone, and lay hold upon a jar of the jars and raise it from its 
place Thou wait find there under it a mantilla-skirt; bnng it 
out publicly and call the W'ali m a loud voice, before those w'ho 
are present Then open it and thou wilt find it full of blood, 
exceeding for freshness, and therein a woman’s walking boots and 
a pair of petticoat-trousers and somewhat of linen.” W'hen I 
heard from her these words, I rose to go out and she said to 
me, “Take these hundred sequins, so they may succour thee, 
and such is my guest-gift to thee ” Accordingly, I took them 
and leaving her door ajar returned to my lodging. Kext morning, 
up came the Judge, wnth his face hire the o.\-eye,“ and asked, 
“ In the name of Allah, where is my debtor -and wliere is my 
property Then he wept and cned out and said to the Wah. 
“Where is that ill-omened fellow, who aboundeth in robbery 
and villainy ” Thereupon the Chief turned to me and said, 
“ Why dost thou not answer the Kazi ”, and I replied, “ O 
Emirj the two heads'are not equal, and I, I have no helper'; 
but, an the right be on my side, ’twill appear.” At this the 
Judge grew hotter of temper and cned out, “Woe to thee, O 
ill-omened wight' How' wilt thou malre manifest that the right 
IS on thy side ^ ” I replied, “ O our lord the Kazt, I deposited 
with thee and in thy charge a woman whom we found at thy 
door, and on her raiment and ornaments of price. Now' she is 
gone, even as jesterday is gone*, and after this thou tumest upon 
US and suest me for si\ thousand gold pieces. By Allah, this is none 
other than a mighty great wrong, and assuredly some fce“ of hers 
in thy household hath transgressed against her' ” With this the 

1 Arab "Irtijad = seeking a place soft and slop.ng, so that the spray 
maj not defile the dress .All this in one word' 

2 Arab ' Banar,” the red bijhll-almits sylvist r. often used for such com¬ 

parisons In Algeria it is cilled 'Aranah see the lardm Parfumc, n 24s 
note 1^4 P -13 

3 I ( . parties 

4 11, amongst men 

5 Almost as neat as " ou sont les neiges d'antan ’ ” 

6 Arab •' .\di.'’ one transgressing an enemv. a scoundrel 
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Jiidcc’s wrath rcdoiiblctl, and he swore by the inot-l solemn of 
oiths that 1 t-hmild f;o with him and seircli Ins house. I replied, 
“ I’v All.dr 1 will not Jto, unless the Wall go with ns; for, an he 
be pri.,t'nt, he and the odiccis, thou wilt not duo to woik tin 
widvod wdl Uj’on me." So the Kizi rose and swore .an o.ath, 
saun.r. “ By the truth of Him who created rnanUmd, we wdl not 
po but with the Hinir 1 ” Arconlinply we u'p iired to the Jndpt's 
house, accompanied by the Chief, and poing up, searched it 
tliKii'ph. but found naupht’, whereat fetr fell upon me and Uie 
W.ili turned to me and s.dd, “Fie upon thee, O ill-onuncd 
Cllow! thou hast put us to shame befoic the men." .Ml this, 
.and 1 wept and went round about ripht and left, witli the tears 
ivaminp down my face, till we were about to po foith and drew 
near the dooi of the house. I looked at the pl.ice wliidi the 
woman had mentioned and asked, •'What is ynndei dark place 
1 sce^ ’’ Then s.nd I to the men, “]^ii!l np’ this jar with me." 
Tlity did my bidding, and 1 saw soinewh.il appearing under the 
jar and said, “ Rumm.igc .->nd look at wli.at is midci it." So they 
searched, and behold, they c.ame upon a woman's m.antilla and 
pellicoat-trouscrs full of blocd, which when 1 C'-pitd I fell clown 
in a f.aintmp-fit. Kow when the Wall saw this, lie sfdd, “By 
All.‘‘h. the Captain is e\cused!" Then my comiacles came 
round about me and sprinkled water on my face till I recovered, 
when I arose ;>iul acco'ituu' the Kari (who was cot creel with 
confusion), raid to him, “ Thou recst that suspicion is fallen on 
thee, and indeed this .ifTiir is no light matter, because this 
woman's family will as'-urcdlj not sit down quietly under hei 
less." Therewith tile Ka/i's heart quaked and fluttered for th.u 
he icnew the suspicion h.-d reteitcd upon him, wlierefoie his colour 
yellowed and his limbs smote together; and he p.'id of his own 
m “>ne*y, after the me.asure of th.it he had lost, so ve would cjiie-nch 
lb t fire for him." Then we departed from him in pesicc, whilst I 
said within mj'.self, “Indeed, the woman falser! me not." .‘\fter 
iliat 1 tamed till three class had passed, when 1 went to the 
Ilanmiam and, ch.mguig my clothes, betook myself to her home, 
but found the door shut and co\ered with dust. So 1 asked the 
neighbours of hci and they answered, “This house hath been 
empty of habitants these many days; hut three days agone there 
came a woman with an ass, and at supper-time last night she 
look her gear and went aw .ay." llercat I turned back, bewildered 
m my wit, and for m.iny a day aftei I enquired of the dwellers m 


I It 1 .as prolinblj stud, in the groiu.cl Iite r. 1 amp! ora 
sir, hu h up lilt m..Uor 
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that street concerning her, but could happen on no tidmgs-of her. 
And indeed I wondered at the eloquence of her tongue and the 
readiness of her talk, and this is the most admirable of all I have 
seen and of whatso hath betided me. When Al-Malik al-Zahir 
heard the tale of Mu’in al-Din, he marvelled thereat. Then rose 
another constable and said, “O lord, hear what befell me in 
bygone days." 


THE SECOND CONSTABLE’S HISTORY. 

I W'ls once an overseer in the household of the Emir Jamdl 
al-Dm al-Atwash al-Mujhidi, who was made governor of the two 
prownces, Sharkiyah and Gharbiyah,^ and I was dear to his heart 
and he hid from me naught of whatso he desired to do; and he 
was eke master of his reason.” It came to pass one day of the 
days that it was reported to him how the daughter of Such-an-one 
had a mint of monies and raiment and ornaments, and at that 
present she loved a Jewish man, whom every day she invited to 
be pnvate uuth her, and they passed the light hours eating and 
dnnking in company and he lay the night unth her. The Wall 
feigned not to believe a word of this story, but he summoned the 
watchmen of the quarter one night and questioned them of this 
tittle-tattle. Quoth one of them, “ As for me, O mj' lord, I saw 
none save a Jew” enter the street in question one night; but I 
have not made certain to whom he went in ; and quoth the 
Chief, “ Keep thine eye on him from this time forward and note 
what place he entereth.” So the watchman went out and kept 
his eye on the Judrnan. One day, as the Prefect sat in his house, 
the watchman came m to him and said, “ O my lord, in very 
sooth the Jew goeth to the house of Such-an-one.” Whereupon 
Al-Atwash sprang to his feet and went forth alone, talking unth 
him none save myself.* As he went along, he said to me, 


1 In Egypt, the former being the Eastern of the Seven Provinces ex¬ 
tending to the Pelusmm branch, and the latter to the Canobic The •' Barari," 
or deserts,: r . grounds not watered by the Nile, he scattered between the two, 
and both are bounded South by the Kalubij ah Province and Middle Egypt 

2 I f, a man ready of wat and immediate of action, as opposed to his ' 
name Al-At\vash=one notable for levity of mind 

3 The negative is emphatic. I certainly saw a Jew,” etc 

4 The " Irish bull" is in the text, justified by— 

They hand-in-hand, with xvandenng steps and slow 
Through Eden took their solitary way 
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The Tiind Cintilitl'lcs Iftstory. 

Indeed, this girl is a fat piece of inoatd" And we ga\c not 
over going till we came to the door of the house and stood there 
until a hand-maid came out, as if to buy them something wanted. 
Wo waited till slie opened the door,* wheteupon, without question 
<ir answer, we foiced our w.iy into the house and rushed in upon 
the girl, whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon with 
four daises, .md cooking-pots and candles therein. When her 
eyes fell on the Wali, she knew him and rising to her feet, said, 
“Well come .md welcome .and fiir cheer! Hy Allah, gre,il 
honour hath betidcd me by my lord’s visit and indeed thou 
dignificst my dwelling.” Ilerc.u she earned !um up to the dais 
and, sc.ating him on the couch, brought him meat and wine and 
gave him to drink ; after which she put off .all that w.as upon her 
of raiment and ornaments and tying them up in a keichief, said 
to him, “O my'lord, this is thy pot lion, all of it.” Then she 
turned to the Jew .and said to him, “ Rise, thou also, and do c\en 
.as I ” so ho arose in haste and went out aery hardly crediting 
his deliicrance.* When the girl was assured of his escape, she 
put out her li.and to her clotlics and jewels and. taking them, said 
to the Chief, “ O Emir, is the leqmtal of kindness other than 
kindness ? Thou ha.sl deigned to visit me and c.it of my hread 
and stilt; so now .arise and depart from us without ill-doing; or 1 
will give a single outcry, and .all who are in tlio slieet a\ill come 
forth.” So the Emir went out from her, witliout having gotten 
a single dirham; and on this wise she delivered the Jew by the 
scemlincss of her straUigem. The company admired this tale, 
and as for the Walt and Al-M.ilik al-Zahir, they stiid, “ Ever 
desised any' the like of this device?” and they man.oiled with 
the ullcrcst of marvel. Then arose a third constable and said, 
“Hear what betidcd me, for it is yet stnuiger and rarer.” 


THE THIRD CONSTAIJLE’S HISTORY. 

I WAS one day abroad on business with certain of my comrades; 
and, as we w.alkcd along, behold wc fell in with a company of 

I j\5 we should say, •' Tlieru arc good piU.ings to be had out of this job " 
Even m tlie last Kener-ition a jew or a Chnsu.an intrieiung with an Egyptian 
orSjriaii Motkmah would In, oflered the choice of death or Al-Isl.am. 

a the Wali dared not brc.ai ojicn the door because he was not sure of his 
game 

3 The Jew* rose stemingK to fetch his valuables and ran away, thus 
leaving the Wall no proof that he had been there, as Moslem l.aw, which 
densimls ocular testimony, rtjecN circumstantial evidence and ignores such 
partial witncs'=es a., the policeman who accompanied his Chief 'fhis I have 
before evplained 


voi, t\. 


T 
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\\omen, as they were moons, and among them one, the tallest of 
them and the handsomest. When I saw her and she saw me, she 
lagged behind her companions and waited for me till I came up to 
her and bespake her. Quoth she, “ 0 my lord (Allah favour thee') 
I saw thee prolong thy looking on me and I fancied that thou 
knewest me. An it be thus, let me learn more of thee.” Quoth I, 
“ By Allah, I know thee not, save that the klost High Lord hath 
cast the love of thee into my heart, and the goodhness of thy 
qualities hath confounded me, and that wheremth the Almighty 
hath gifted thee of those eyes that shoot with shafts hath captivated 
me.” And she rejoined, “ By Allah, indeed I feel the like of that 
which thou feelest, ay, and c\ en more, so that meseemeth I have 
known thee from childhood.” Then said I, “ A man cannot well 
effect all v hereof he hath need in the market-places.” She asked 
me, “ Hast thou a house? ” and I answered, “ No, by Allah, nor is 
this city my dwelling-place.” Rejoined she, “By Allah,,nor have 
I a place , but I will contnve for thee ” Then she ivent on before 
me and I follow cd her till she came to a lodging-house^ and said to 
the Housekeeper, “Hast thou an empty room'*” The othei 
replied, “ Yes" ” • and my mistress said, “ Give us the key.” So 
we took the key and going up to see the room, entered to inspect 
it; after which she went out to the Plousekeeper and gi\nng her a 
dirham, said to her, “ Take the douceur of the key" for the chamber 
ple.aseth us, and here is another dnham for thy trouble. Go, fetch 
us a gugglet of water, so we may refresh ourselves and rest till 
Siesta-time pass and the heat decline, when the man will depart 
and bring our bag and baggage.” Therewith the Housekeeper 
rejoiced and brought us a mat, two gugglets of water on a tray, a 
fan and a leather rug. We abode thus till the setting-in of mid- 
afternoon, when she said, “Needs must I make the Ghusl-ablution 
ere I fare ” Said I, “ Get water wiierewnth w'e may both wash,” 
and drew forth from my pocket a score or so of dirhams, thmking 
to give them to her, but she cried, “ Refuge wnth Allah'” and 
brought out of her pocket a handful of silver, saying, “ But for 
destiny and that the Almighty hath caused the love of thee fall 
into my heart, there had not happened that which hath happened. 


1 Arab *' Raba’," lit =spnng-quarters See Marba’, vol n nigbt c\lu 

2 Arab " Ni'am,” an e\ception to the Abbe Sicard’s rule consonne 

x est 1 expression naturelle du doute chez toutes les nations, par ce que le son 
que rend la touche nasale, quand I’homme incertain examine s’ll fera ce qu on 
liii demande , ainsi ne on, ne ot, ne ec, ne il, d'ou I'on’a fait non , iiot , nec , ntl 

'* f^'dawat al-iVliftdh/* or sweetmeat of the key-money, the 
French denict d Duu, Old English “ God’s penn\,” see vol v. night deexx, and 
rilgnmage, i 62 r 



=59 


ThC Tind Cchstiibk's Histcrjt. 

Oiioih 1, “ Accept this ill rcipht.-il of that which thou hast spent 
;ind (juoih she, “ O iny lord, hy-and-hj'.Avhennb mating is prolonged 
Ik t\\ ceil us. thou w ilt sc c if the lihc of me loohetli unto money and 
moans or no." Then the lad) took a jar of water and going into 
the la%"atory, made the Ghu^l-ablution* and picsently coming forth, 
prayed the mid-afternoon prayer .and ctaved p.ndon of Allah 
Alniiglity for the sin into which she had fallen. Now I had asked 
her name and she .inswcrcd, “ K.iahaiiah,’" and desenbed to me 
her dwelling-place. When I s-aw her make the .iblution, I said 
within 111 )'•elf. “This woman dath on this wise, and shall I not 
do the like of her doing’ " Then tpioth 1 to her, “ Peradventurc’ 
thou will seek us another jar of w.itci'?” Accordingly she went 
out to the Housekeeper and said to her, “ O my sister, lake this 
Nnsf and fetch us for it w atcr wheicw ith w e may wa.sh the flags.* ” 
So the lloa.-ckeepcr brought two jars of water, and 1 took one of 
them and, giaing her nn clothes, cnltied the l.iv.atory and bathed. 
When I had mndf.aii end of bathing, I ciicd out, s i)i.ig, ‘‘ Ilarkye, 
my lady Kayh.inah !" I love ever, none answeied me. So I went 
out atid found her not; but 1 did find that she had taken my 
cU>lhcs and all ih.il was in them of silver, to wit. four hundred 
dirliatiis. She hid also c.'rned off my tiirbaiid and my kcichief, 
and 1 lacliod the whercwilh.al to aoil my shame; so I sulTered 
somewhat th.ui which death is less gnetou.s, and bode looking 
about the place, lioping.that haply I might espy a rag wheiewilli to 
hide my nakedness. Then I sal .i little and {irescntly going up to 
tlie door, smote upon it; whereat up came the Housekeeper and I 
said to her, “ O my si'-ter, what h.ith .Allah done with the woman 
who was heie ? " She lepliod, “ The kuiv came down just now and 
s.iid;—I’m going to co\er the bo)s with the clothes, adding, and I 
have left him sleeping; an he av ake, tell linn not to stir till the 
clothes come to him." Then cried 1, “ O my sister, secrets are 
safe with the fair-dealing and the freeborn. By Allah, this woman 
is not my w ife, nor cve*r in my life have 1 seen hei before this day!" 
And I recounted to her the whole affair and begged of her to cover 
me, uifoniiing her that my whole person was clean unconcealed. 
She laughed and cried out to the women of the lodging-house, 
sa)ing, "Ho, I'atmuih' Ho, Kh.adijah! Ho, Harifah! Ho, 

1 I'or Us rules and riplu js-rfornianre see vol iv ni(;lit ccccxl 

2 I f , the " B.vsil (issa)," mostlj .i sursile name, see vol i pii-e 17. 

j Aril) '■ l-a'.dla," u<-ed 10 express the hope or expectation of some event 
•of pis iblo occurrence, thus distinRUishtd from "Layla"—Would heaven! 
uun.im' Osi! etc—expressmK desire or volition 

1 Anib lial.U," in Cairo the flat slabs of limestone and sandstone 
lirouyht from tlic 1 ur.ah nuarrics,which supplied stone for the Ju.ah Pyramids 

T 2 
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Saninah 1 ” Whereupon all those who were in the place of 
women and neighbours flocked to me, and fell a-mockmg me and 
saying, “ O pimp,^ what hadst thou to do with gallantry ?” Then 
one of them came and looked in my face and laughed, and another 
said, “ By Allah, thou mightest have known that she lied, from the 
time she said she liked thee and was in love with thee t What is 
there m thee to love ? ” A third said, “ This is an old man with¬ 
out wisdom” , and all vied one with other in exercising their wits 
upon me, I suffering mighty sore chagrin. However, one of the 
women took compassion on me after a while, and brought me a rag 
of thm stuff and cast it on me. With this I covered my shame, 
and no more, and abode awhile thus, then said I in myself, “ The 
husbands of these women will presently gather together upon me 
and I shall be disgraced.” So I went out by another door of the 
lodging-house, and'young and old crowded about me, running after 
me and crying, “A madman! A madman"'” till I came to my 
house and knocked at the door, v hereupon out came my wife and 
seeing me naked, tall, bare of head, cried out and ran in again, 
saying, “ This is a maniac, a Satan ' ” But, when my family and 
spouse knew me, they rejoiced and said to me, “ What aileth thee ?" 

I told them that thieves had taken my clothes and stripped me and 
had been Idee to slay me; and when I assured them that the 
rogues would have slaughtered me, they praised Allah Almighty 
and gave me joy of my safety. So consider the craft this woman 
practised upon me, and I pretending to cleverness and wiliness. 
Those present marvelled at this story and at the domgs of 
women, then came forward a fourth constable and said, “Now 
that which hath betided me of strange adventures is yet stranger 
than this; and ’twas after the following fashion.” 


THE FOURTH CONSTABLE’S HISTORY. 

We were sleeping one night on the terrace-roof, when a woman 
made her ivay through the darkness into the house and, gathering 
mto a bundle all that was therein, took it up that she might go 
away with it. Now she was big with child and nigh upon her 


1 Arab *' Yd Mu’arras * “ bere =^0 fool and disreputable. see vol i mgbt 
\\xm 

2 These unfortunates in hot chmates enjoy nothing so much as throwing 
on the clothes which bum their feverish skins * see Pilgrimage, in 3S5 Hence 
tne boys of Eastern cities, who are perfect imps and flibbertigibbets, alwajs 
raise the cry “ Iilajniin " when thev see a man naked whose sanctity does not 
account for his nudity 
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tiiiicof clolut-ry, so, when she packed up the bundle and prepared 
to shoulder it and make off with it, she hastened the eoiiung of 
the labovir-p mgs and bare a child in the dark. Then she sought 
for the fire-sticks and. when they bunicd, kindled the lamp .and 
went lonnd .about the house with the little one, and it w.is 
weeping. The wail awoke us, as we lay on the roof, and we 
marvelled. So we mse to see what was to do, .and looking down 
through the opening of the saloon,’ saw .i woman, who hid lit 
the lamp, .md heard the little one ciying. As we were peeiing. 
she heard our words and raising her head to us, s-tul, “Arc ye 
not ashamed to deal thus with us .and hire our shame’ Wist 
ye not lh.it the d.iy bclongcth to you and the mght to us? 
Begone from us! By Allah, were it not th.it jc hate been m\ 
neighbours these many yeais, I would assuie'dh’ bring down 
the bouse upon \ou''' We doubted not Init that she w.is of 
the Jinn .and drew back our heads; but, when we rose on the 
morrow, we found that she hid t.akeii all th.it w.is with us and 
made off with it’; wherefore we knew th.it she was a thief .mil 
had pr.ictised on us a c'ceice, such as w.as iieecr before pr.ictisul; 
.md we repented, wliciias repentance av.iiled us naught. The 
company, he.iring this t.de, marvelled thereat with the utmost 
maiaelling. Then the fifth const.ablc, who was the hentiii.ant 
of the bench,* came forward and said, “Tins is no wonder and 
there K-fell me a story which is rarer and sti.ingcr than this.” 


THE FIFTH CONSTABLE’S HLSTOEY. 

As I sal one day at the door of the Prefecture, behold, a woman 
suddenly enteied .and said, .is thomrli consulting me " O iiiv 


i Ar.il) " ll.alir nl Ka'.ali llic rouiii! ojk'Dii!" in I'le ii. ll.t ..tiling lor 
and m, uil.a'ion 

• Aral) •• f,a i!at,lisif.iana” with the i vniilnuc lt.rminalion c,al!(.l In 
er.arrm in.ans " ^siiii al-taiVid"—llio n ot uijuncVion Jlcrc U is Ihe Tciliipli- 
t-a'.al fo'm the Nun nl-S ikiiah or hr.aaj •. The ntlihlion of I.d (iiot)f ", 
IJi varraliamia " —let him certainU not strike, .answer, to the intensive or 
corrof)oralivc ni.'ativc of th-(tn eV clleotul 1>) two ni’calions or even morv 
In Aral) c, as in Kilin ansi i;n'.{hsh. two necaUves make an atiirmatne 

3 P.artiintion .and dceith in warm climates cspLciaUv the d.imp-liot hie 
revpt. .are eas, compared v ith iKith prores'cs in the temp rates of giirop. 
This IS noticed bv cverj tr.avcller I It nee probably I'astcrns h.ave never 
‘tmiicd the artifici.al nuthaii.asia vhich is now appc.armit in hteratuio 
See p 1)3. "Mv P.alh to ,\tluM-.m.” by Annie nes,ant London rreethoneht 
Pubhshmc Cotfipany. eS Sttintciilter Street, PC. 1S77. h.asoil upon the 
titopia ef the lm;hlv rclieious T hom.is Moore .tPo " Ps.av on nuthanasia,” 
by P D W’llliams, Jun , .iiul Mr Tolkmacbe in the “ Nineteenth Century ’’ 

4 1 f , he V ho'C turn it is to sit on the liench outside the jwliLe-offtce in 
ro.adincss for emergencies 
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lord, I am the wife of Sach-an-one the Leach, and with him is 
a company of the notables’ of the city, dnhking fermented drinks 
in such a place.’’ When I heard this, I misliked to make a 
scandal; so I bluffed her off and sent her away unsatisfied. 
Then I rose and nalked alone to the place in question, and sat 
wnthout till the door opened, a\hen I rushed in and entering, 
found the company even as the woman aforesaid had set out 
and she herself 'ndth them. I saluted them and they returned 
my salam and rising, treated me rvith honour and seated me and 
sen'ed me with meat. Then I informed them how one had 
denounced them to me, but I had driven him away and had 
come to them by myself; so thej' thanked me and praising me 
for my kindness, brought out to me from among them two 
thousand dirhams,’^ and I took them and went away. Now two 
months after this adventure, there came to me one of the Nazi’s 
officers, with a paper, wherein was the judge’s r\nt, summoning 
me to him. So I accompanied the officer and went into the 
Nazi, ■whereupon the plaintiff, he who had taken out the sum¬ 
mons, sued me for two thousand dirhams, declarmg I had 
borrowed them of him as the agent or guardian of the woman. 
I denied the debt, but he produced against me a bond for that 
sum, attested by four of those who were in company on the 
occasion, and they were present and bore witness to the loan. 
I reminded them of my kindness and paid the amount, sweanng 
that 1 would never again follow a woman's counsel Is not this 
marvellous ’ The company admired the goodliness of his tale, 
and it pleased Al-Mahk al-Zahir; and the Wall said, “By 
Allah, this IS a strange story' ’’ Then came forward the sixth 
constable and said to those present, “ Hear my adventure and 
that which befell me, to wit, that which befell Such-an-one the 
Assessor, for ’tis rarer than this and finer.’’ 


THE SIXTH CONSTABLE’S HISTORY. 

A CERTAIN Assessor one day of the days ivas taken with a woman, 
and much people assembled before his house, and the Lieutenant 
of police and his posse came to him and rapped at the door. The 
Assessor peered from house-top and seeing the folk, said, “ What 


1 Arab " ’Udiil” (plur of ’Adil), gen men of good repute, cjiialided as 
AMtne'ises in the law-court, see \ol iii night cccxhii It is also used (as 
below) for the Kan's Assessors 

2 About fp,s> 
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do ye %\-ant ? ” Replied they, “ Spo.ik with the Lieutenant of 
police, Siich-an-onc.” So he came down, and as he opened the 
door they cried to him, “ Bnu" forth the woman who is"with thee." 
“ Arc }c not ashamed ? How shall I bring forth my wife ? ” “ Is 
she thy wife b}' book’ or without miniagc-hnes? ” “ She is my 
wife .accoiding to the Book* of Ali.ili and the Institutes of IIis 
Apostle.” “Where is the contr.ict ? " “Her lines arc in her 
mother's house." “Arise thou .and come down and show us tlic 
wnt." “ Go from hci w.ay, so she m.ay come forth." Now, as 
‘ oon as he got wind of the matter, he had w ritten the bond and 
fashioned it .after the fashion of his wife,^ to suit a\ith the case, 
.and he had wntten thtrein the names of certain cf his friends to 
sene as avitiicssc.s, and forged the simiatuies of the dr.r.ver and the 
wafe’s ne\t friend, and made it aconti.ict of maniage with his wafe 
and a legal deed.’ Accordingly, when the woman was about to 
go nut from him, he gave her the contiact he had forged, and the 
Ifmir sent with her a scrr.ant of his, to cxiiry her home to hei 
fither. So the sonant went with her and when she was inside, 
she said to him, “ 1 will not return to the citation of the Emir; but 
let the Assessors piescnt themselves and take my contr.ict." 
Hereupon the servant ovnied this me'sage to the Lieutenant of 
police, who was standing at the Assessor’s door, and ho said, 
“Thi.s is jicrmissiblc." Then said the Assessor to the sen ant, 
“ Fare, O eunuch, and fetch us Such-aii-onc the Nolarj ", for that 
he w.as his friend, and ’twos he whose n.amc he had foigcd as the 
drawer-up of the contiact.* So the Lieutenant sent after him and 
fetched him to the Assessor, who, when he s.aw him, s*ud to him, 
“ Get thee to Such-an-onc, her with whom thou marnedst me, and 
cry out upon her, and when she cometh to thee,’demand of her the 
contract and t.ike it from her and bring it to us." And he signed 
to him, as much as to say, “ Be.»r me out in the lie and screen me, 
for that she is a strange woman .ind I'am in fear of the Lieu¬ 
tenant who sUndeth at the door; .and we beseech All.di Almighty 
to screen us and you from the woes of this woild. Amen.” So 

1 .\rab •'Kit.ib "-book, written lionil Tins ofiiciotisness of the 
nci;rlibotira is t!ioroii''lilj jnslificd bj MosKm custom, nut! Die same scene 
would t.iKc place in this our d.ay lake the Hindu'!,, but in a minor dc!;reo. 
the Moslem's miRlibours form a volunteer police winch oierseos his ever} 
.action In the c.ase of the Hindu this is leqmred b) the eMgcncies of caste 

2 11 ;. ’vrilint’. The contr.ict of A with \i , dauf^htcr of Sucli-an-one, etc 

3 Arab " Hupat," which inav also mem an cvcusc 

H The List cl.iusc is nupiihcd bj Mr P.aync to stopag.ap m the broken 

text 

5 Hie tevt idiotic,all} s.a}b, "Tothe King" 

0 In the text " N.ilinu".=v\c, for I; a common vulg.ansra in Eg}pt and 
S}ria 
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the Notary went up to the Lieutenant, who was among the 
untnesses, and said, “ 'Tis well. Is she not Such-an-one whose 
marriage-contract we drew up in such a place ? ’’ Then he betook 
himself to the woman’s house and cned out upon her; whereat 
she brought him the forged contract and he took it and returned 
with it to the Lieutenant of police. ^ When the officer had taken 
cognizance of the document and professed himself satisfied, the 
Assessor said to the Notarj% “Go to our lord and master, the 
Kazi of the Kazis, and acquaint him nuth that which befalleth his 
Assessors.” The Notarj^ rose to go, but the Lieutenant feared for 
himself and was urgent in beseeching the Assessor and in kissing his 
hands till he forgave him ; whereupon the Lieutenant went away 
in the utmost concern and affnght. On such wise the Assessor 
ordered the case and earned out the forgery' and feigned marriage 
w'ith the woman; and thus escaped calumny and calamity by the 
seemlmess of liis stratagem.^ The folk marvelled at this with the 
uttermost man'el and the seventh constable said •—^There befell 
me in Alexandria the God-guarded a wondrous thing, and ’twas 
this.® 


THE SEVENTH CONSTABLE’S HISTORY. 

There came one day an old woman to the stufF-bazar, uith 
a casket of mighty line workmanship, containing trinkets, and 
she ivas accompanied by a young baggage big with child The 
crone sat down at the shop of a draper and giving him to know 
that the girl was pregnant by the Prefect^ of Police of the city, 
took, of him, on credit, stuffs to the value of a thousand dinars 
and deposited noth him the casket as security. She opened the 
casket and showed him that which was therein and he found it full 
of tnnkets of price; so he trusted her with the goods and she 
farewelled him, and cairying the stuffs to the giil who was with 
her, ivent her way. Then the old woman was absent from him 
a great while, and when her absence was prolonged, the drapei 


r This clause has required extensive trimming, the text mating the 
Notary write out the contract (which was already written) m the woman's 

2 Arab '■ Husn tadbir’'=ht "beauty of ins contrivance” Husn, lite 
KaAos, pulcher, beau and hello, is applied to moral and intellectual qualities 
as W’dl as to physical and material Hence the KaXb vepoii', or old gentleman, 

which in Romaic becomes Calogero, a mont i i 

^ some one told me the follow ing tale 

4 Arab "MutawaUi" seexol i night xxv 
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dcspaiit'fl of iier. so lio \\ciit up to the Prefect’s Iiousc .mcl asKccl 
nncnl t!ic \%om.'\n of his household v.iio Iiad taken his stiifTs on 
rredit; but could obtain no tuhn"s of her nor happen on ain 
trace of her. Then he brought out tiie casiect of jcv. cilery and 
showed It to experts, v.ho told hun that the tnnkets ucrc gilt 
and that their woilh was but an hundred dirhams. When Ik 
hcaid this, he was sore concerned thereat and presenting himself 
before the Deputy of the Sultan made Ins complaint to Iiini. 
whereupon the official knew that a sleight had been scried upon 
him, and that the sous of Adam* had co/ened ium and conqueted 
him and cribbed his stufls Now the luagisirate in question 
was a man of experience and judgment, well xeised in affairs, 
so he said to the draper, ‘•Reinme somcwh.it from thy shop, 
including the casket, and (o-niorrow morning break the lock 
and crj* out and conic to me and complain that they ha\c 
plundered all thy shop.’ Also niitid thou cull upon Allah for 
aid, .and w.ail aloud and .acqu.iint the people,.so that a world of 
folk may flock to thee and sight the breach of the lock .and that 
which is missing from thy shop; and on this wise display it to 
every one who prescntetli himself that the news may he noised 
.diroad, and tell them that thy chief conceni is for a casket of 
great value, deposited with thee by a great man of the town, 
and that thou standcst in fe.ir of him. Put he thou not afraid, 
and still saj c\or and anon in thy sajmg:—My c.isket wxas the 
c.iskct of buch-an-ouc, and 1 fear him and dare not bespeak 
him; but you, O company and all xc who aic present, 1 C4dl 
you to witness of tins for me. And if there be with thee more 
than this s.ijing, say it; and the old woman will assuredly 
conic to thee.” The draper .ausweied with “To hear is to 
nbev,' and going foilh from the Dejnity’s prc.sencc, betook 
himself to his shop and brought out thence the casket and a 
somewhat making a great displ.iy, which he remoied to his 
house. At brc.ak of d.ay he aro'-e and going to Ins shop, broke 
the lock and shouted and shrieked and c.alled on Allah for aid, 
till each and ever)’ of the folk assembled about liim, and all 
w’lio were in the city x\ere present, whereupon he cried out to 
them, saying even as the Prefect liad bidden him; and this 
W'as bruited abroad. Then he nindo for the Prefecture, and 
presenting himself befoie the Chief of Police, cried out .and 
complained, and made a show of distraction. After three d.i}s 


Ilf, his Moslem nciKlibours 
2 In the test is .a {earful confusion of genders 
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the old woman came to him and bringing him the thousand 
dinars, the pnce of the stuffs, demanded the casketd When he 
saw her, he seized her and earned her to the Prefect of the 
city, and when she came before the Kazi, he said to her, “ Woe 
to thee O Sataness' did not thy first deed suffice thee, but 
thou must come a second time?” She rephed, “I am of those 
Mho seek their salvation" m the cities, and we foiegather every 
month; and yesterday Me foregathered ” He asked her, “Caust 
thou cause me to catch them ? ” and she ansM'ered, “ Yes, but, 
an thou M'ait till to-morrow, they Mull have dispersed; so I M’lll 
deliver them to thee to-night.” The Emir said to her, “ Go ”; 
and said she, “ Send M-ith me one M'ho shall go Muth me to them 
and obey me in M’hatso I shall say to him, and all that I bid 
him he shall not gainsay and therein conform to my M'ay.” 
Accordingly, he gave her a company of men, and she took 
them, and bnnging them to a certain door, s'aid to them, “ Stand 
ye here, at this door, and M-hoso cometh out to you, seize him; 
and I will come out to jou last of all.” “ Hearing and obeying,” 
ansM'ered they, and stood at the door M’hilst the crone M'ent in. 
They M-aited a M’hole hour, even as the Sultan’s deputy had 
bidden them, but none came out to them, and their standing 
M-axed longsome, and when they M’ere M’eary of M'aiting, they 
Ment up to the door and smote upon it a hearty blow and a 
violent, so that they came nigh to break the rvooden bolt. 
Then one of them entered and M'as absent a long M'hile, but 
found naught; so he returned to his comrades and said to them, 
“ This is the door of a dark passage, leading to such a thorough¬ 
fare; and indeed she laughed at you and left you and went 
aM'ay.°” When they heard his M'ords, they returned to the 
Emir and acquainted him M'lth the case, whereby he knew that 
the old M’oman M^as a cunning craft-mistress, and that she had 
mocked at them and cozened them and put a cheat on them 
to save herself. Witness, then, the M'iles of this woman and 
that Mffiich she contrived of guile, for all her lack of foresight 
m presenting herself a second time to the diaper and not sus¬ 
pecting that his conduct M’as but a sleight; yet, M’hen she found 


1 Her object was to sue him for the loss of the pledge, and to demand 
fabulous damages 

2 Arab " Ya'tamiduna huda-liura”=purpose the nght direction, a skit 
at the devotees of her age and sex. ana an impudent comment upon the 
Prefect’s address, “ O she-de\al' ” 

3 The tnck has often been plajed m modern times at fairs, shows, etc 
Witness the old Joe Miller of the •• Moiing Jlultitude " 
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iK.rsi'if hnril upon caliUnity, ‘-lie strajc;ht\vny devised a device for 
hei dellv cr.ince. \Vhe.n the compony heard the sev cnlh conslnble's 
story, they were moved to mirth i^.vlore, than winch naugiit 
could he more; ami Al-Mahk .ih/falm P.ihars rejoiced in that 
which he. hcaui and s.aid. “ \‘erily, there hctide thim^s in this 
world wherefrom kmus are shut out hy reason of their exalted 
detrreer Then came forwird another person from amongst the 
company .and x.iid. •• 'rheie hath reached me through one of mj- 
friends a siinil ir story Iwaring on the malice of women and their 
wiles, .md it is more wondrous .and niarvellmis, more diverting 
ind more dolcctahle. than .all th.il hath been told to you." Quoth 
the company there present, “ 'J\ 11 us thy t.de ,md expound it unto 
us, so v\e may see th.at which it hath of extr.iordmary.” And lit 
began to rel itc 


niii; EIGHTH CONSTABLE'S HISTORY. 

Yr nuisl know that a company, amongst whom was a friend of 
mine, once united me to .an entertainment; so I went with him, 
and v.lien we came into his house and s.il down on his couch, he 
said to mo, " Thi.s is a blessed day and a day of gladness, and 
who is he that lueth to sec the like of this day ? I desire th.at 
thou practise with us and disipprovc not oiir proceedings, for 
that thou hast been .iccustomed t<> f.dl in with those who ofTci 
this.*" I c'lnseutcd thereto .md their talk happened upon the 
like of this siibj’cct.’ Fre'-ently, luy friend, who had invited me. 
arose from among them and said to them, " Listen to me and 
I will aequ.aint you with an advcnliiic which happened to me. 
There was a certain person who used to visit nio in my shop, 
and I knew him not nor he knew me, nor ever in his life 
had he seen me; but he was wont, whenever ho wanted a 
aini.im or two, hy way of loan, to come to me and ask me, 
without .acqii.unt.incc or introdiirlioii between me .and Inni, and 
1 would give him what he required. I told none of him, and 
matteis abode thus between us a long while till he began 
a-borrowing .at a time ten or twenty dirhams, more or ICbS. 
One day, as I stood in my shop, behold, a woni.m suddenly came 
up to me and stopped before me ; and she vv as a presence as she 


r .Vppircnlly meaning llic forbiiUlen p'e.v,urcs of wine and wassail, loo'sc 
talk and t.alcs of women's wite, a favourite subject with the lewder sort of 
Modem 
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were the full moon rising from among the constellations, and the 
place was a-hght by her light. When I saw her, I fixed my eyes 
on her and stared in her face; and she fell to bespeaking me with 
soft voice. When I heard her words and the sweetness of her 
speech, I lusted after her; and as soon as she saw that I longed for 
her, she did her errand and, promising me an assignation, went 
away, leaving my thoughts occupied with her and fire a-flame in 
my heart. Accordingly I abode, perplexed and pondering my 
affair, the fire still burning in my heart, till the third day, when 
she came again and I could hardly credit her coming. When I 
saw her, I talked with her and cajoled her and courted her and 
craved her favour with speech and invited her to my house; but, 
hearing all this, she only answered, “ I will not go up into any 
one’s house.” Quoth I, “ I will go with thee,” and quoth she, 
“ Arise and come with me.” So I rose and putting into my sleeve 
a kerchief, wherein was a fair sum of silver and a considerable, 
followed the woman, who forewent me and ceased not walking till 
she brought me to a lane and to a door, which she bade me unlock. 
I refused and she opened it and led me into the vestibule As 
soon as I had entered, she bolted the entrance door from within 
and said to me, “ Sit here till I go in to the slave-girls and cause 
them enter a place ivhence they shall not see me.” “ ’Tis well,” 
answered I, and sat down • whereupon she entered and was absent 
from me an eye-twinkling, after which she returned to me, without 
a veil, and straightway said, “Arise and enter in the name of 
Allah ” So I arose and went in after her and we gave not over 
going till we reached a saloon When I examined the place, I 
found it neither handsome nor pleasant, but desolate and dreadful, 
without symmetry or cleanliness; indeed, it was loathsome to look 
upon and there was in it a foul smell. After this inspection I 
seated myself amiddlemost the saloon, misdoubting; and lo and 
behold' as I sat, there came down on me from the dais a body of 
seven naked men, without other clothing than leathern belts about 
their waists. One of them walked up to me and took my turband, 
whilst another seized my kerchief that was in my sleeve, with my 
money, and a third stripped me of my clothes; after which a 
fourth came and bound my hands behind my back with his belt. 
Then they all took me up, pinioned as I was, and casting me 
down, fell a-hahng me towards a sink-hole that was there, and 
were about to cut my throat, when suddenly there came a violent 
knocking at the door As they heard the raps they were afraid, 
and their minds v ere diverted from me by affnght, so the woman 
went out and presently returning, said to them, “ Fear not, no 
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linnn s>hail bctuie you this day. ’Tis only jour coinracle who 
hath brought you your dinner." With this tlie new-comei 
entered, bunging with him a roasted lamb; and when he came 
in to them, he ashed, .“What is to do with jou that ye have 
tiiched up sleeves and bag-trousers.’" Replied they, “ 'J'liis js a 
head of game we’te caught." As he he.ird these words, he ranie 
up to me, .md peering in my face, cried out and said, “ By Allah, 
tiu'e IS rny hiotlicr, (he son of my mother and father! Allah! 
Allah 1" Then he loosed me from my pimon-honds and bussed 
my head, and heliokl it was mj' friend wlio used to borrow* silver 
of me. When I Kissed hts head, he kissed mine and said, “ O 
my brother, be not aflnghtcd ”; and he c.dlcd for mj’ clothes 
and com and lestored all to me nor was aught missing. .Also, 
he biought me a poicelain bowl full of sherbet of sugar, with 
lemons therein, .md gave me to dunk; and the company came 
and sealed me at a table. So I ate with (hem and he said to 
me, “ O mj' loul and my brother, now have bread and salt passed 
betw eon us, and thou hast discovered our secret and our case; 
but secrets with the noble .irc safe." I replied, *' As I am .a 
lawfullj'-bcgotten child and a well-born, 1 will not name aught 
of this nor denounce you! " They assured themselves of me by 
an oath, then they brought mu out and 1 went mj' way, very 
h.irdly ctediting but that I was of the dead. I lay ill in my house 
a whole month; after which I went to the Hammam and coming 
out, opened my shop and set selling and buying as w.as my wont, 
but saw no more of that man or of that woman till, one day, 
there slopped before my shop a young Turkoman,* as he were the 
full moon , and he was a sheep-mvichant, and had with him a 
leathern b.ig, wherein was money, the price of sheep he had sold. 
He was followed bj* the woman, and when he stopped over 
against my sliop, she stood by his side and cajoled him, and 
indeed he inclined to her with great inclination. As for me, 1 
was dying of solicitude for him and began casting furtive 
glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to look round 
and saw me signing to him; whereupon the woman ga/ed at me 
and made a signal with ficr hand and went awaj*. Tiic Tiuko- 
man followed her, and I deemed him dead without a doubt; 
wherefore 1 fo.ircd with cvcccding fear and shut my shop. 
Then I journeyed for a year’s space .md returning, opened 
my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman as she walked by 
aimc up to me and said, “ This is none other than a great 


j The " Turkoman ” in the lc\t first comes in afterwards 
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absence.” I replied, “ I have be^n on a journey ” ; and she 
asked, “ Why didst thou wink at the Turkoman I answered, 
“ Allah forfend' I did not wink at him.” Quoth she, “Beware 
lest thou thwart me ”; and wont away. Awhile after this a 
familiar of mine innted me to his house, and when I aime to him 
we ate and drank and chatted. Then he asked me, “ O my 
friend, hath there befallen thee aught of sore trouble in the length 
of thy life?” Answered I, “Tell me first, hath there befallen 
thee aught ? ” He rejoined —Know that one day I espied a fair 
M Oman, so I followed her and sued her to come home with me. 
Quoth she, I mil not enter any one’s house but my own ; so come 
thou to my home, an thou mil, and be it on such a day. 
Accordingly, on the appointed day, her messenger^ came to me, 
proposing to carry me to her; and when he announced his purpose 
I arose and went with him, till we arrived at a goodly house and 
a great door. He opened the door and I entered, whereupon he 
bolted it behind me and would have gone in; but I feared mth 
exceeding fear and foregoing him to the second door, whereby he 
would have had me enter, bolted it and cried out at him, saying, 
“ By Allah, an thou open not to me, I will slay thee?; for I am 
none of those whom thou canst readily cozen ' ” “ What deemest 
thou of cozening ? ” “ Venly, I am startled by the loneliness of 

the house and the lack of any keeper at its door ; for I see none 
appear.” “ O m 3 ’ lord, this is a private door.” “ Private or 
public, open to me.” So he opened to me and I went out and 
had gone but a little wa}' from the door when I met a woman, 
vho said to me, “A long life was fore-ordained to thee, else 
hadst thou never come forth of 5 ’onder house ” I asked, “ How 
so ? ” and she answered, “ Enquire of thy friend Such-an-one ” 
(naming thee), “ and he will acquaint thee mth strange things.” 
So, Allah upon thee, O my fnend, tell me what befell thee of 
wondrous and marvellous, for I have told thee what befell me.” 
“ O m 3 ’ brother, I am bound by a solemn oath.” “ O my friend, 
false thine oath and tell me.? ” “ Indeed, I dread the issue of 

this.” But he urged me till I told him all, ivhereat he marv’elled. 
Then I went away from him and abode a long while, mthout 


1 Arab “Kasid," the old Anglo-Indian “Cossid". see vol vi night 
dccKvi 

2 Being a merchant he More dagger and sword, a sate practice as it deters 
attack, and far better than canning hidden weapons, derringers and revolvers 
which, ongmating m the United States, have now been adopted by the most 
os\ ilised nations in Europe 

3 I have noted (vol 11 night Kxv , 111 night Ccciv ) the easy evpiaUon of 
perjurj amongst Moslems, anugfr blot in their ,moral -code 
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further lu-ws. One dnj, I met another of my friends \tIio said to 
mo, “A nei"hhonr of mine hath ineiled me to iiear '-initeis,” 
hut I said ;—“I will not foieesithcr with any one." Ilonttcr, iic 
prc\.tiled upon me; "m v.c rtpaired to the pl.icc and found there 
a person, who came to meet us and s.tid, “ Ihsnnlhh' i" Then he 
pulled out .t Ivcy and opened the door, wliereupon wo ontoied .ind 
he Inched the door after us. Quoth 1, “ \Vc are the first of the 
folk ; hut w.'icie he the sinfters* voices" Ho replied, “ Thej to 
within the house: thi.s is but a pntate door; so he not amared at 
the .absence of the folk.” My fnend said to inc, “ Behold, we are 
two, .and wli.it can thc\ d.ire to do with us?" Then he brought 
us into the house, and w hen we entered the sdoon w e found it 
de'solalc exceedingly and dreadful of aspect. Quoth my friend, 
“We aie fallen into .a trap, but there is no M.'jcsty and there is 
no Might s.a\ c in Allah, the Glorious, the Gre.it *" And qnoth I, 
“ M.ay God ncacr rerpnte thee for me with coo'B " 1 hen we sat 
dov n on the edge of the d.iis, and suddenly 1 espied a closet 
hc.sidc me; so I piored into it and try friend .iskcd me, “ Wh.u 
stt"-t thou?” I answered, “1 see Iheic Wwdih m store and 
corjises of murderc d im n g.alorc. Look.” So be loolcrd .and cried, 
“ By Allah, w c .are dov. n among the dead ' ” and v. e fell .i-w ecping, 
1 and he. As v. e v. ere thus, behold, four men c.ime in upon ns, by 
the door .at which we had entered, .and they weic naked, wealing 
only leathern belts about their w.usts. .and made for my fnend. lie 
im at tlicm, and dealing one of them a blow with his sword- 
ponniicl, knockxd him down, whereupon the other three rushed 
upon him. 1 sei.aed the opportunita to esc.ipc while thej were 
occupied with him, and espung .i door by m> side, slipped into it 
and found myself in an tindeigiound room, without issue, e\cn a 
window. So 1 in.idc sure of de.ilb, and said, “ Theic is no Majesty 
and theic is no Might save in .-Vll.ih, llie Glorious, tiie Gre.at'” 
Then I looked at the top of the a.iult and saw in it a i.mge of 
gla/ed and coloured lunettes"; so 1 cl.ambered up for dear life, till 
1 leached the hmcltcs, and 1 out of my wits for fc.ai. I m.ide 


1 ; r , ente r in the name of -Vllah 

2 Arab "Saff Karmnjat mm al-Ziijaj-" TJie Kamarijahis clerucdb) 
r.anc (IntroJ MH) from Kamar._moon; by Baron Von Hammer from 
txliumSravavb, second of tin; Bami-Tulun dynasij, at tlie- end of the ninth 
eentur) All. when stained glass -was introduced mio Bgapt NB—It 
mu* I date from many ccniunes before The Kam.aiijah are coloured glass 
windosss about 2 f(ct high by iS inches uide. placed in a row along the upper 
jnrt of the Mnsbrabij.ah or projecting lattice-window, and .ire formed of sm.all 
jiancs of brightly -slamcd glass ‘ et m nms of gy p .um-pl.istci, tb( whole framed 
in vood Here the .allusion is to the " Mamr.i! ” or dome sbape-d sl.j light 
crowning the room See soli night Icecww, 
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shift to remo^'e the glass and scrambling out through the setting, 
found behind them a wall which I bestrode. Thence I saw folk 
walkmgin the street; so I cast myself doivn to the ground and 
Allah Almighty preserved me, and when I reached the face of 
earth, unhurt, the folk flocked round me, and I acquainted them 
\wth my adventure. Now as Destiny decreed, the Chief of 
Police was passing through the market-street, so the people 
told him what was to do and he made for the door and bade 
laise It off its hinges. We entered with a rush and found the 
thieves, as they had thrown my friend down and cut his throat; 
for they occupied not themselves with me, but said, “’i^fllltller 
shall yonder fellow u end ’ Venly, he is in our grasp.” So the 
Wah hent them until the hand^ and questioned them of their 
case, and they confessed against the woman and against their 
associates in Cairo. Then he took them and uent forth, after 
he had locked up the house and, sealed it; and I accompanied 
him till he came without the first house. He found the door 
bolted from wii'lun; so he bade raise it and we entered and 
found another door. This also he caused pull up, enjommg his 
men to silence till the doors should be hfted, and we entered and 
found the band occupied with iieu game, whom the woman had 
just brought m and whose throat they were about to cut. The 
Chief released the man and gave him back whatso the thieves 
had taken from him, and he laid hands on the woman and 
the rest and took forth of the house a mint of money, unth 
which they found the purse of the Turkoman sheep-merchant. 
They at once nailed up the thieves against the house-wall, whilst, 
as for the woman, they wrapped her in one of her mantillas and 
nailing her to a board, set her upon a camel and went round about 
the town with her Thus Allah razed their dwelling-places and 
did away from me that which I feared from them All this befell, 
whilst I looked on, and I saw not my fnend who had saved me 
from them the first time, whereat I wondered to the utterest of 
wonderment. However, some days afterward, he came up to me, 
and indeed he had renounced the wmrld and donned a Falrir's 
dress; and he saluted me and w:ent aw'ay.° Then he again began 
to pay me frequent visits, and I entered into conversation with him 
and questioned him of the band and how he came to escape, he 
alone of them all. He replied, “ I left them from the day on 
which Allah the Most High delivered thee from them, for that 

lie. easily arrested them 

Gil balf-penitent Captain of Bandits m 
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they would not obey my say; so 1 sw.ire I wo\ild no longer con¬ 
sort with them.” Quoth I, "By Allah, I marvel at Ihcc, for that 
assuredly thou wast the cause of my preservation' ” Quoth he, 
"The uoild is full of this sort, and wo beseech the Almighty to 
send us s.ifcty, for that these wretches practise upon men with 
every kind of malpractice.” Then said I to him, "Tell me the 
rarest adventure of all that btfell thee in this villainy thou wast 
wont to work.” And be .answered, “O my brother, I w.as not 
present when they did such deeds, for that my part with them 
was to concern myself with selling and bujing and feeding them; 
but it hath reached me that the rarest thing which befell them 
was on tins wicc.” 


THE THIEF’S TALE. 

The woman who acted decoy for them and trapped their game, 
and ust'd to inveigle damsels from marriatre-banquets, once 
caught them a woman from a bride-feast, under pretence that she 
had a wedding in her own house, and fixed for her a d.ay when 
she should come to her. .\s soon as the .ippointed time .arnved, 
the woman presented hereelf and the other canied her into the 
hou'JC by a door, de-clariiu' th.at it w.as a private wicket. When 
site entered the s.aloon, she saw men and braves' and knew that 
she had lallen into a snare; so she looked at them and said, 
“ Harkjc, my fine fellows’! I am a woman and in iny sl.aughtcr 
there is no glor), nor have ye against me any feud of blood- 
v.itc wherefor ye should piusue me; and that which is upon me 
of r.aimcnt and oniftiuenls j’c are free to take as lawful loot.” 
Quoth they. “We fear thy denunciation"; but quoth she, 
"I will .aliidc with you, neither coming in nor going out.” So 
they laid, "We grant thee thy life.” Then the Captain looked on 
her and she pleased him; so he took her for himself, and she 
.abode w itii him a w hole ye.ar doing her very' best in their scrv ice, 
till they became familiar with her and felt .assured of her f.iith. 
One night of the nights she plied them with drink and they dr.ank 
till they bec.ime drunken; whereupon she arose .and took her 
clothes and five hundred dinars from the Captain; after which she 


1 Arab ■■ Ab!.il*'=cb.inipion 9 , nlblotes. etc, phir of B.-il.iI, a brave 
so Batal.ot-a iiraco As the root B.aial.a!=it was vain, the form "BattSl" 
ina> me.an cither a hero or a bad lot, sec \oh \i, night dcccKwi , and 
\oi VII. Tcrmm.al Bsasy, § i, A 

2 Ar.ab "I it}an”, plur of Tati; see vol. i, night vii 
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fetched a razor and shaved off all their beards. Then she took 
soot from the cooking-pots and blackening their faces^ opened the 
doors and fared forth; and when the thieves recovered from their 
drink, they abode confounded and knew that the woman had 
practised upon them. All present marvelled at this his story, 
and the ninth constable came fonvard and said, “ I u ill tell you a 
right pleasant tale I heard at a wedding.” 


THE NINTH CONSTABLE’S HISTORY. 

A CERTAIN singing-girl vas fair of favour and bruited of repute, 
and it happened one day that she fared forth to a garden 
a-pleasunng As she sat in the summer-house; behold, a man 
lopped of the hand stopped to beg of hei, and suddenly entered 
in at the door. Then he touched her with his stump, saying, 
“An alms, for the love of Allah^'” but she answered, “Allah 
open ' ” and insulted him. Many days after this, there came to 
her a messenger and gat e her the hire of her going forth.’ So 
she took with her a hand-maid and an accompanyist*; and when 
she came to the place appointed, the messenger brought her into 
a long passage, at the end whereof was a saloon. So (quoth 
she) we entered therein and found nobody, but we saw the room 
made ready for an entertainment uitli candles, dried fruits and 
Mine, and in another place .ive saiv food, and in a third beds. 
Thereupon we sat doivn and I looked at him ivho had opened the 
door to us, and behold he was lopped of the hand. I niisliked 
this, and when I sat a little longer, there entered a man, nho 
filled the candelabra in the saloon and lit the waxen candles, and 
behold, he also ivas handlopped. Then flocked the folk and there 
entered none except he w'ere lopped of the hand, and indeed the 
house M as full of these companions' When the session ivas com¬ 
plete, the host came in and the company rose to him and seated him 
in the place of honour. Now he -was none other than the man who 

1 This was in popular parlance •• adding insult to injury ”, the blackening 
their faces was a promise of Hell-fire 

2 Arab ■' Shajjan li 'llah'" lit =(Gi\e me some) Ihing for (the lore of) 
Allah The answer in Egrpt is "Allah ja’tik ” = Allah will gire it thee (not 
I), or, "Yaftali ’Allah,' = Allah open (to thee the door of subsistence) in 
Marocco "Sir fi h^ik" (pron Sirfhak)=Go about thj business In all 
cities there is a formula which suffices the asker, but the Ghashim (Johnny 
Raw) who ignores it, is pestered only the more b\ his protestations that " he 
left his purse at home," etc 

3 t f . engaged her for a re\ el and paid her in adr ance 

4 Arab "Rasilah"=a (she) partner, to accompany her on the lute 

5 Suggesting that thej are all thieves who had undergone legal mutilation 



=75 


The ytn!h Cei'isltjHc s Jlislory. 

had fetched me, and he avas clad in sumptuous clothes, but his 
hands were in his sleeves, so that I knew not how it was with 
them. They brouirht him food and he ate, he and the company; 
after which they washed hands and the host bc^an casing at me 
furtive glances. Then they dr.mk till they were drunken, and 
when they had taken lca\e of their wits, the host turned to me 
.and said, “Thou dealtest not in friendly fashion with him who 
sought an alms of thee, and thou saidst to him:—How loathsome 
ait thou! ” I considered him and behold, he was the loph.and who 
had accosted me in my pleasancc.’ So I asked, " O my lord, what 
is tins thou sajest?” and he answered, “ W.ait; thou shalt 
remember it." So s.ajang, he shook his head and stroked his 
be.ird, whilst I sat down for fear. Then ho pul out his hand to 
nn mantilla and walking-boots and laying them by Ins side, cried 
to me, “ Sing, O acemsed i " .-Vccordingly,' I sing till I was tired 
out, what while they oeciipied themselves with their case and 
drank themselves drunk, and the heat of their drink icdouhicd. 
Presently, the doorkeeper came to me and said. “ O my kidy, fear 
not; but when thou hast a mind to go, let me know." Quoth I, 
“ Thinkest thou to delude me ? ” .and quoth he, “ Nay, hy .\!lah! 
But 1 have ruth on thee for that our Captain and chief piirposeth 
thee no good, and methinketh he will kill thee this night." S.iid I' 
to him, “ An thou he minded to do me a fa\our, now is its lime", 
and said lie, “When our Chief riscth to his need and gocth to the 
Ch.-ipel of Ease, I will precede him with the light and leave the 
door open; and do tliou wend whilhcr.soever thou wiliest." Then 
I sang and the Captain cried, “'Tis good.” Kephed I, “Nay, but 
thou 'rt loathsome." He looked at me and rejoined, “ liy Allah, 
thou shalt never more scent the odour of the world'” But Ins 
comrade's said ;o him, “ Do it not," and gentled him, till he added, 
“An it must be so, and there be no help for it, .she shall tarry 
here a whole jear and not f.ire forth.” My answer was, “ I am 
content to submit to whatso pleaseth thee; if I have failed in 
respect to thee, thou art of the element." He shook his head 
atui drank, then arose and w ent out to do his need, w hilst his 
comrades were occupied with wh.at they were about of meny^- 
inaking and drunkenness .and sport. So I winked to my friends, 
-and we all shjipcd out into the corridor, ^^'e found the door 
open and fled forth, unveiled’ and unknowing whither we aveht; 
nor did we halt till we had fared afar from the house and 


1 Arab "Nu/lut-i" <^00 vol i night \tv 

2 Arab “MuhnttakSt" ; usually ••with torn veils" (fern plur). here 
"without veils," mcl.aphor, mc.aning in disgrace, in dishonour 


U 2 
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happened on a Cook cooking, of ivhom I asked, “ Hast thou a 
mind to quicken the dead ? ” He said, “ Come up ”; so we 
went up into the shop, and he whispered, “ Lie down ” Accord¬ 
ingly, we lay down and he covered us with the Halfah grass,* 
wherewith he was used to kindle the fire under the food. Hardly 
had we settled ourselves in the place when v e heard a noise of 
kicking at the door and people running right and left and 
questioning the Cook and asking, “ Hath anyone passed by 
thee ? ” Answered he, “ None hath passed by me.” But they 
ceased not to go round about the shop till the day broke, when 
they turned back, disappointed Then the Cook removed the leeds 
and said to us, “ Rise, for ye are delu ered from death ” So we 
arose, and we were uncovered, sans veil or mantilla, but the 
Cook carried us up into his house and ive sent to our homos and 
fetched us veils; and we repented to Allah Almighty and re¬ 
nounced singing, for indeed this was a mighty narrow' escape after 
stress.^ Those present maruelled at this, and the tenth constable 
came forw’ard and said, “ As for me, there befell me that w'hich 
w'as yet rarer than all ye have yet heard ” Quoth Al-Malik 
al-Zahir, “ ^Yhat was that ^ ” And quoth he, “ Deign give ear 
to me.” 


THE TENTH CONSTABLE’S HISTORY. 

A ROBBERY of stuffs had been committed in the city and as it was 
a great matter I w'as cited,® I and my fellows, they* pressed hard 
upon us • but we obtained of them some days’ grace and dispersed 
in search of the stolen goods. As for me, I salhed forth with five 
men and went round about the city that day; and on the morrow 
ive fared forth into the suburbs. When we found oursehes a 
parasang or tw’o parasangs away from the city, W'e waxed athirst; 
and presently we came to a garden. There I w ent in alone and 
going up to the water-wheel,® entered it and drank and made the 
Wuzu-ablution and prayed. Presently, up came the keeper of the 
garden and said to me, “Woe to thee' Who brought thee to this 


1 For this reedy Poa, see \ ol 1 night \\.\i 

2 I haie repeatedly noticed that singing and all mi’sic are, in religious 
parlance, “ ilahruh,” bfatueable though not actually' damnable , and that the 
first step after •• getting religion " is to forswear them 

3 1 f , to find the thief or mahe good the loss 
I 4 » r , the claimants 

5 -^rab “SaWiyah” seetol 1. night xiii 
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^s-itcrAsheel?" anil lie smote me and pqueczcd ni)'ribs' till I i-'as 
like to die Then he bound me with oni. of liis bulls and made 
me work the witei-wheel, iloj^friti!,' me as I walked round with a 
cattlc-whip' he had with him, till my heart was a-fire; after which 
he loosed me and 1 went out, knowinn; not the way, Xow wlicn 
1 came foith, I fainted, so I sat down till my trouble subsided; 
then I made for nn comrades and said to them, “ 1 ha\c found 
money and malefactoi, and 1 alTtn^hted him not neither troubled 
liim, lest he should flee, but now, come, let us ^o to him, so wc 
may contiiie to la\ hold upon him.’’ Then I took them and wc 
repaired to the keeper of the jr.ardcn, who had tortured me with 
tundmg, with the intent to make him taste the like 01 that which 
he had done with me and lie against him and cau=e him eat many 
a stick. So wc rushed to the water-wheel and sei/.eci the kieper. 
Now there was with him a youth and, as wc were pinioning the 
gardenci, he said. ‘‘ IN Allah, I was not i,ilh him and indeed ’tis 
si\ months since I entered this city, nor did I set C}es on the 
stiif's until t!ie\ were brought hither.” Onoth we, “ Sliow us the 
slufis ’, upon winch he earned us to a place wherein was a pit, 
beside the water-wlicel, and digging theic, brought out the stolen 
good^ with not a ilitead or a stitch of them mussing. So we took 
them and c.iriied the keeper to the Prefcclme of Police, where wo 
stiippcd him an.l bc.it him with pdm-rods till he confessed to 
Ihehs manifold. Now I did this bj way of mockery against my 
coimades, .'ml it succeeded. The comp.iny manelled at this 
story with the utmost m.irvelhng, and the eleventh constable rose 
and said, “ I know a sloi) jet stranger th.iii tins, but it happened 
not to injsclf.” 


THIS ELEVENTH CONSTABLE’S HISTORY. 

TiiLKKwas once in tunes of j'ore a Chief Officer of Police, and 
there passed bj’ him one d.ay of the dajs a Jew, bending in hand 
a basket wherein were five thousand ilinars; whereupon quoth 


r The loner orders of Empt and Sjri.a are addicted to this bc.ar-like 
alt.ick' in Idc manner the negroes imit.alc fightmg-rams b> butting with their 
ston, lionds Let me remark that when Herodotus {lu 12), after P-s-ammenitus’ 
battle of Pelusium in BC 52^. made the remark that the Egjptian crania 
were hardened b\ shaving and insolation, and the Persians were softened by 
we.anng hc.ad-clolhs, he tripped in his anthropolog) The Iranian skull is 
naturally thin compared with ihat^of the negroid Egjptian and the negro 

2 Arab '*F.arV.alah," t^payrXXioi' from flagellum, cattle-whip with 
leathern thongs Lane. M E , Fleischer Glos. S3-84 , Dozy, j v. 
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that officer to one of his slaves, “ Art able to take that money' 
from yonder Jew’s basket’ ’’ “ Yes,” quoth he, nor did he tarry 

beyond the next day ere he came to his lord, bringing the basket. 
So (said the officer) I bade him, “Go, burj’ l^ in such a place”; 
whereupon he went and buned it, and returned and told me. 
Hardly had he reported this uhen there arose a clamour like that 
of Doomsday and up came the Jew, with one of the king’s officers, 
declaring that the gold pieces belonged to the Sultan, and that he 
looked to none but us for it. We demanded of him three days’ 
delay, accoiding to custom, and I said to him who had taken the 
money, “ Go and set in the Jew’s house somewhat that shall 
occupy him with himself ” Accordingly he went and played a 
mighty fine trick, which uas, he laid in a basket a dead woman’s 
hand, painted v ith henna, and having a gold seal-nng on one of 
the fingers, and buried that basket under a slab in the Jew’s 
home. Then we came and searched and found the basket, where- 
uDon without a moment of delay we clapped the Jew in irons for 
the murder of a woman As soon as it was the appointed time, 
there entered to us the man of the Sultan’s guaids, who had 
accompanied the Jew, when he came to complain of the loss of 
the money,’ and said, “ The Sultan saycth to you. Nail up“ the 
Jew and bring the money, for that there is no way by which five 
thousand gold pieces can be lost.” Y’herefore we Ivnew that our 
deMce did not suffice. So I went forth, and finding a young man, 
a Haurdm,’' passing along the road, laid hands on him forthright 
and stripped him, and whipped him with palm-rods. Then I 
threw him in jail, ironed, and carrying him to the Prefecture, 
beat him agam, saj mg to them, “ This be the robber who stole 
the com.” .-Vnd we stro\e to make him confess, but he would 
not Accordingly, w e beat him a third and a fourth time, till we 
were aweary and exhausted, and he became unable to return a 


1 This clause is supplied to maVe sense 

2 1 f , to crucif} him bj naihn.; him to an upright board 

3 1 f , a natwe ot the Hauran, Job’s country east of Damascus, now a 
luxuriant waste, haunted onl} bj the plundering Badawin and the Druzes of 
the hills, who are no better, but its stretches of rums and league-long swathes 
of stone oier which the \ine was trained, show what it has been and what it 
will be agam when the incubus oi Turkish mis-riile shall be reraoted from it 
rf^r Schuhmacher has Intel) noted in the Hauran sundry Arab traditions of 

’'awa, where he hied, the Hamraam ’Ajjub, where he 
w ashed his leprous skin , the Da) r Ay) ub a monaster)' said to date from the 
third centur) , and the :Makan Ayyub at Al-Markaz, w'here the patriarch and 
hiswife are buried The " Rock of Job," cotered by a mosque, is a basaltic 
monolith 7 feet high by 4, and is probably connected )vith the solar worship of 
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reply; but, when wc had made an end of heattn;^ and tormenting 
him, he said, “ I will fetch the money thm very moment.” Pie- 
senliy we went with him til! he came to the place wIk'io my slave 
had buried the gold, .and he dug there ar.db'ought it out; whereat 
I marwlled with the utmost maracl, .and wc carried it to the 
Prefect’s house. When the Wah saw the monej .uid made sure 
of it with his own eyes, he icjoiced with joy cvceeding and be¬ 
stowed on mo a lolio of honour. Then he restored the coin 
straightway to the Sultan, and we left the youth in durance vile, 
whilst I said to my slave who had taken the money, “b.iy me, 
did yonder young man see thee, what time thou huriedst the 
money ? ” and he replied, “ No, by Allah the Great! " So I went 
in to the young man, the prisoner, and pin’d him with wire* till 
he recovered, when 1 said to him, “Tell me how’ thou slolest the 
money?" Answered he, “ By Allah, I stole it not, nor did 1 
ever set eyes on it till 1 brought it t'oith of the earth! " Quoth 
I, “ Hov £0 ? •> ,ind quoth he, “Know that the cause ot my 
falling into your hands was my parent’s imprecation against me; 
because I entreated her evilly ycsteinight and beat her, and she 
said to me, P*y Allah, O my son, the Loid shall assuredly gai 
the opprc-ssor prevail over thccl Now she is a piou.s woman. 
So 1 went out forthnglit, and thou s.iwcst me on my way and 
didst that which thou didst; and when beating was prolongjd on 
me, my senses failed me and I heard a voice saying to me. Fetch 
it. So I said to you what I s.aid, anti the .speaker - guuled me till 
1 came to the place, aud there befell wh.al befell of the bringing out 
of the money." I admired this with the utmost admiration, and 
knew that he was of the sons of the pious. So 1 bestirred myself 
for his release and cured him, and besought him of acquittance 
and .'disolution of rcsponsilnhly. All those who were present 
marvelled at this story with the utmost ni.ir\cl, and the twelfth 
constable c<ame foiw.ucl and s.ud, “I wall tell you a pleasant 
trait that I hc.aid from a certain person, concerning an ad\enturc 
which befell him with one of the thieves.’’ 


1 Tins h.-ibit. ’• torquere mero,” w.-us a favourite with the mctliaivnl Ar.ahs 
Its offccl v.anc. gro.ulj with men’s ch.ar.sctcrs. making some opjn-hcarted .ami 
commumcatise'. ai.d others more cunning and secretive tli.an in tic normal 
state So far 11 is an cvccUent detection of disposition, and man) a man who 
passes o!f v eil v hen sober has shown himself m liquor a rank snob Among 
the lower orders it provokes what the Persi.ans c.all IJad-masti (levin nie'cliant) 
SCO Pilgnmagc. ill 

2 'lilts mystcf) lb not nmannl'ar to the mo lorn spiritualist , and all 
Eastern tongues have a special lerm for the mvsienous Voice Sec vol 1 
night XV. 
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THE TWELFTH CONSTABLE’S HISTORY. 

(Quoth be) I was passing one day in the maiket, when I found 
that a robber had broken into the shop of a shroff, a changer o 
monies, and thence taken a casket, wherewith he had made off 
to the burial-ground. Accordingly I followed him thither and 
came up to him, as he opened the casket and fell a-looking 
into It, whereupon I accosted him, saying, “ Peace be on you' 1 ” 
And he was startled at me, so I left him and went away from 
him. Some months after this, I met him again under airest, 
in the midst of the guards and " men of violence,"” and he 
said to them, •' Seize this man." So the_v laid hands on me a,id 
carried me to the Chief of Police, who said, “ H'hat hast thou 
to do ivith this wight ? ” The robber turned to me and looking 
a long while in my face, asked, “ Who took this man ^ ” and 
the officer answered, “ Thou badest us take him; so we took 
him ” And ho cried, “ I ask refuge of Allah ' I know not 
this man, nor knoweth he me, and I said not that to )’0U 
but of a person other than this.” So they leleased me, and 
a iihile after the thief met me in the street and saluted me 
with the salaiii, saying, ” O my lord, fnght for fright' Hadst 
thou taken aught from me, thou hadst a part in the calamity"” 
I replied to him, “Allah be the judge between me and thee'*” 
And this IS what I have to recount Then came forward the 
thirteenth constable and said, “ I will tell you a tale which a 
man of my friends told me." 


THE THIRTEENTH CONSTABLE’S HISTORY. 

(Quoth he) I went out one night of the nights to the house of a 
friend, and when it was the middle of the night I sallied forth 
alone to hie me home. When I came into the road, 1 espied a 
sort of thieves and they espied me, whereupon my spittle dried 


1 Arab "Alajlum" addressed to a single person This is generallj 
explained by the " Salam ” reaching the ears of Inrisible Controuls, and eren 
the Apostle We find the words cruelly distorted in the Pentamerone of 
Giambattista Basile (partly translated by John E Taylor. London. Bogue. 
1848). "The Pnnce, coming up-to the old woman heard an hundred 
Licasalemme,” p 383 

2 Arab ■'Al- 2 alamah ". IhepoUceman, seexol v night dcru 

3 I f , m my punishment 

4 t on Doomsday thou shall get thy deserts. 
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up; but I feigned myself dnmbeu and stag"ercd from side to side, 
crying out and sajinp, “ 1 am drunken.” And 1 uent up to the 
w.nlls rieht and left and in.ide as if I saw not the thieves, who 
followed me afoot till 1 reached my home and knocked at the door, 
when they w■‘lit away. Some few d.ns after this, .is I stood at 
the doir of my house, behold, there came up to me a young man 
with a clnin about his reck and with him .i trooper, and he s.aid 
to me, “ O my lord, .in alms for the love of All di ! " I replied. 
“Allah open 1 ” and he hsoked .at me a long while and cried, 
“ That which thou sliouldst give me would not come to the worth 
of thy turband or thy waistcloth or wli.al not ckse of thy habit, to 
say nothing of the gold and the silver which were about thy 
person.” 1 asked, “ .‘\nd how so'” and he an.swercd, “On 
such a night, when thou fellest into peril, and the ihietes would 
iia\e stripped thee, 1 w.is with them and said to them, Yoiidei 
man is iny lord and niy master who re.ircd me. So was I .and 
only I the cause of tliy delivetance, and thus I saved thee from 
them.” When I heard thi‘, 1 s-aid to him, “Stop” , and entering 
my house, brought liitii that winch Alkali Almighty made easy to 
mo.* So he went hi.s way , and tliis i.-' all I h.a\e to say Then 
came forward the fomtccnlli const.able and said. “ Know that the 
tale 1 have to tell is r.uet and pleas.anter than this; and ’tis as 
follows." 


THE FOURTEENTH CONSTABLE’S lilsTORV. 

I li.eu a dr.apei’s shop before I enleicd this corporation," and 
there used to come to me a jicrson whom 1 knew not, sa\e by his 
face, and I would give him whatso he sought and haae pitience 
with him, till he could p.ay me. One night. 1 foreg.athcied with 
certain of my friends and a\c sat down to lujuor so we drank and 
weie merry .md pkiyed .at T.ib". and we made one of ns W.wir 
and another Sultan and a third Torclibearei or Headsman.* 

1 I f ,wlnt I could «.cll .iflonl 

2 Ar.-ib Ilirf.ah i a trade, a KUikl,.a corporation, here the olTictrs of police 

3 Gtn "tip-cal” ('ol d niqht cwii) Here it would me.an a rude form of 
Cables or hackK.ammon, in which tlie plajors who throw cert.ain numbers are dub¬ 
bed Sultan and W .arm, and demean themselves accordingh \ fav oiinte lut of 
fun with C.iirene bo>s of a j'.ast generation w.as to “ make a Pasha ", and for 
this proceeding, see PilgnmaRe. vo! i 119 

.) In Marocco there is gre.at diflicully about finding an e'cculioner, who 
becomes ohnoMous to the Thdr. iinJtUa or blood-revenge Tor salting the 
criminal's hc.ad. however, the soldiers seize upon the nearest Jew and compel 
him to clean out the brain and to prepare it for what is often a long journey. 
Hence, .according to some, the loc.al name of the Ghetto, Al-Mallah,<=the 
salting-ground 
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Presently, there came in upon us a spunger, without bidding, and 
we went on playing, whilst he played with us. Then quoth the 
Sultan to the Wazir, “ Bring the Parasite who cometh in to the 
folk, without leave or licence, that we may enquire into his case; 
after which u ill I cut off his head ’’; so the headsman arose and 
dragged the sponger before the Sultan who bade cut off his head. 
Now there was with them a sword, that would not cut clotted 
curd', so the headsman smote him therewith and his head flew 
from his body. When ive saw this, the wine fled from our brains 
and we became in the foulest of plights. Then my friends lifted 
up the corpse and went out with it, that they might hide it, whilst 
I took the head and made for the river. Now I was drunken and 
my clothes were drenched with the blood, and as I passed along 
the road I met a robber. When he saw me, he knew me and 
cned to me, “ Such-an-one ! ” “ Well ? ” said I, and he rejoined, 

“What IS that thou hast with thee?” So I acquainted him with 
the case, and he took the head from me. Then we fared on till we 
came to the river, where he washed the head and, considenng it 
straitly, e.xclaimed, “ By Allah, verily this be my brother, the son 
of my sire, and he used to spunge upon the folk ” ; after which he 
threw that head into the river. As for me, I was like a dead man 
for dread; but he said to me, “ Feai not, neither do thou grieve, 
for I acquit thee of my brother’s blood.” Presently, he took iny 
clothes and washed them and dried them and put them on me, 
after which he said to me, “ Get thee gone to thy house.” So I 
returned to my house and he accompanied me, till I came thither, 
when he said to me, “ Allah never desolate thee ' I am thy friend 
Such-an-one, who used to take of thee goods on credit, and I owe 
thee a kindness , but henceforward thou wilt nei’er see me more ” 
Then he went his ways. The company marvelled at the manliness 
of this man and his clemency - and courtesy, and the Sultan said, 
“Tell us another of thy stones, O Shahrazad.“" She replied 
“ ’Tis well' They set forth * 


I Mr Payne suspects that "laban,” railk, esp artificially soured (see 
r'n ' ‘ )• ^ clencal error for " jubn ’’=cheese This may be. but I 

follow the te\t as the exaggeration is greatei 

“ relinquishing his blood-wite for his brothei , 

3 The StOT}-teller, probably to relieve the monotony of the Constables 
istories, here returns to the original cadre We must not forget that in the 
resl Edit the Nights are running on» and that the charming queen is relating 
the ad\enture of Al-Mahk al-Zahir 

T> ^ “ Za’amu ” = the) opine, the\ declare, a fa\ ourite term with the 

rSrcsl Edit ■' 



The Ihle oj the Ohf Sha>/e/. 


28-! 


A MERRY JEST OF A CLEVER THlia-.” 

A inn r of the thie\es of tlie Arabs went one inght ton coilain 
man’s house, to steal from a he.ap of wheat there, and the people 
of the house --urprised him. Now on the heap was a great copper 
tasse. and the thief butied himself in the corn and coacred Ins 
head w ilh the tasso, so that the iolk found him not and w cnl their 
wa\s: but, as they were going, behold, there came a mighty gieat 
breaking of wind' forlli of the corn. So thej went up to the 
tasse .and raising it, disernered the thief and laid hands on him. 
Quoth he, ‘ I ha\e sa\ed you the trouble of seeking me: for 
1 purposed, m bieaking wind, to direct you to inj hulmg-place; 
wherefoic do you be easy with me and hare ruth on me, so 
m.ay Ali.'-h have ruth on you ! " Accoidmgly tiiey let him go and 
harmed him not. “.knd for another story of the sime kind’’ 
(she continued), “ hoarlcen to 


THE TALE OF THE OLD SHARPER.” 

Thi:ul was once an old man renowned for clcrcr roguery, and 
ho went, he and his mrdes, to one of the markets and stole thence 
a quantity of stuffs. then they separated and returned each to his 
qii.irtcr. .Awhile after thie, tlie old man assemiiled a company of 
his fellows and, as they sat at dii’ik, one of them pulled out a 
costly' piece of cloth .uicl said, “ Is thcio any one of you will dare 
sell this in its own market whence it was stolen, that we m.iy 
confess his superior subtletyQuoth the old man, “ 1 will", .md 
they said, “ (jo. and .Allah .Almighty open to thee the door' ” 
So early’ on the moriow, he took the stuff aiui uiiiynig it to the 
maikct whence it had been stolen, s.it down at the very shop out 
of which It h,u1 been purloined, and garc it to the broker, who 
hent it in hand and erud it for sale. Its owner knew' it and 
bidding for it, bought it and sent after the Chief of Police, 
who scircd the Sh.upci and, seeing him an old man of grave 
pro'-ence and handsomely clad, s.iid to him, “ Whence hadst thou 

I Ar.nb "Ziinli,'' the eoir‘C«t of terms forwh.it the rrench nuns prcttilj 
termed i'« Jr« ’ ; I find in.e s<n-itt also in Nor 11 of the Cent noiuelle^ 
Nourelles ■ Captain IxieKoU (p 32) <niotes Strepsiades m Ihe Clouds, 
jipovTa so/ufii} miT-ntg, ‘’hic.nise he* cannot eipress the hithos of the 
orijsin.il (in the T.ilc ol ja af.ir and the old B.idiwi) uitlmul descending to 
the oracuhar language of Oiacoma Kodogin.a, the eng.astr) mylhian prophetess " 
Blit Slcrnc was by no means so squc.amish 
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this piece of stuffs ” Quoth he, “ I had it from this market and 
from yonder shop wlicie I i\as sitting.” Quoth the Wah, “Did 
its owner sell it to thee’” and quoth the robber, “Not so; I 
stole it, this and other than it." Then said the Chief, “How 
earnest thou to bring it for sale to the place whence thou stolest 
it ? ” “I will not tell my tale save to the Sultan, for that I have 
a profitable counsel wherewith I would lief bespeak him.” “Name 
It' ” “ Art thou the Sultan ’ ” “ No ' ” “ I’ll not tell it save to 

himself. ” Accordingly the Wall carried him up to the Sultan and 
he said, “ I have a counsel for thee, O my lord. ” Asked the 
Sultan, “ What is thy counsel ? ” And the thief said, “ I repent 
and will deliver into thy hand all who are evildoers , and whom¬ 
soever I bnng not, I will stand in his stead ” Cried the Sultan, 
“Give him a robe of honour and accept his profession of penitence.” 
So he 11 ent down from the presence and, returning to his com¬ 
rades, related to them that which had passed, when they confessed 
his subtlety and ga\e him that which the}' had promised him. 
Then he took the rest of the booty and went up therewith to 
the Sultan, who, seeing him, recognised him, and he was magnified 
in the royal eyes, and the king commanded that naught should be 
taken from him After this, when he went down, the Sultans 
attention was diverted from him, little by little, till the case was 
forgotten, and so he saved the booty for himself. Tnose present 
marvelled at this, and the fifteenth constable came forward and 
said, “Know that among those who make a trade of trickery 
are those whom Allah Almighty taketh on their own testimony 
against themselves.” It was asked him, “How so?" and he 
began to relate 


THE FIFTEENTH CONSTABLE’S HISTORY.^ 

It is told of a thie\ ing person, one of the bras es, that he used to 
rob and cut the w'ay by himself upon caravans, and svhenever the 
Chief of Police and the Go\ ernors sought him, he svould flee from 
them and fortify himself m the mountains. Now it came to pass 


I This tale is a replica of the Cranes of Ib}ciis This was , 

man who when returning to Corinth, his home, was set 
slam He cast his djing ejes heatenwards and, seeing a i 

called upon them to avenge him, and this thej did by fl) mg over the mea 
of Corinth on a daj when the murderers were present, and one ° ■ 
•' Behold the aiengers of Ibycus' ” Whereupon they were taken and pu 
death So say s Paulus Hieroii) mus, and the aftecting old tale has 1 

been sung in charming verse by Mr Justin H McCarthy (" Serapi 
London. Chatto and Wmdus ) 
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lh.it a ccit.iin man journeud aloni: the road wlierein was that 
robber, mnl tins man .IS snmde-handed and Knew not the sureptiils 
bercUm'r; his way. bo tlie hij;h\\ayman came out upon him and 
said to him. “ Urmpout that wliich is i.ith thee, for 1 mean to Kil! 
thec and no mi'^tahc.” Ouoth the tia\oiler, “Kill me not, but 
annc\ these saddle-batjs and dnido (hat v iiich is in them and ta!:a 
to thee the fourth p.ut." And the thief answcud, “ 1 will not tabe 
.aught hut the whole.*” Rejoined the traicllci, “ Take half, ,ind let 
me go ” ; but the nd'hcr replied, “ I will ha\e naught but the whole, 
and ckc I will Kill thee.” So the v..a\ f.irci said, “ Take it." Accoid- 
ingly the highw.ayman took the saddle-bags and offered to skiy the 
ti.ivcller, who said, “What is this? Thon hast against me no 
blood-fcud th.it should make my slaughter incumbent." Quoth 
the othoi, “ Meeds must I bill thee"; whcieiipon the traveller dis¬ 
mounted from his linrio .and grovelled hefcrc him, hcsceching 
the thief and be.spe iking him fair. The man hearkened not to his 
pr.iiers' but cast him to the ground; whereupon the traveller 
cured his eyes and seeing a francohn ill mg over 1 im, said, in his 
.agon), “O rraiicoh.),’hear tcstiniony that tins man slajeth mo 
unjustly and wickedly: for indeed I ha\c giicn him all that was 
with me and cntio.itcd him to let me go, foi m> clnldicn’s riKe; 
yet would lie not consent. But he thou witness .ig.unst him. for 
Allah is not immmdfnl of deeds a\ Inch the oppiessors do." The 
highw.ajinan paid no heed to wh.it he heaid, but smote him .and 
cut off his head Aftei this, the rulers compounded with the 
highwajman for his suhimssion, ami when he came before them, 
they ennehed him and he bcc.ime m such favour with the lieu¬ 
tenant of the Sult.an that he used to cat .and dunk with lum, and 
there befell between them f.iimh.ir conicise which lasted a long 
while (ill m fine- there clt.anced a curious cli.ancc. The lieutenant of 
the SuU.m one day of the daj s made .i b.imiuet, and therein w.is a 
roasted francoiin, winch when the robber saw-he laughed a loud 
laugh. The heulcnant w.as angeicd agamst him aud s .id to him, 
“ ^^'hat is the meaning of th) l.iughtcr ? Seest thon any fault or 
dost thou mock at ns, of thy hack of good manners ' " Answered 
the highwayman, “ Mot so, by Allah, O my lord , but I s.aw yonder 
francohn, avhich brought to my mind an catr.aordinary thing ; and 
'twas on this wise. In the dajsof my jouth I used to cut the 
way, and one d.ay I w.ayl.iid a man, Mho h.id with imn a pair of 
saddle-bags and money therein. So I said to him, “ Leave these 

1 This scene is perfccil) true to IJadav i life, see my PiLrimasc, in 6S 

2 Arab “ JOurraj ". to it is rendered in tlie 1 reiicli tr.intlation of 
AI-Mas'udi, vii. 3.57 
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saddle-bags, for I mean to slay thee.” Quoth he, “ Talce the fourth 
part of that which js in them and leave me the rest ”; and quoth 
I, “ Needs must I talce (he whole and kill thee without mistake ” 
Then said he, “ Take the saddle-hags and let me U'cnd my way ”; 
but I answered, “ There m no help but that I slay thee.” As we 
were in this contention, behold, he saw a francolm and turning to 
it, said, " Bear testimony against him, O Francohn, that he slayeth 
me unjustly, and letteth me not go to mj' children, for all he hath 
taken my money.” However, I had no pity on him neither 
hearkened to that which he said, but smote him and slew him and 
concerned not myself with the evidence of the francolm.” His 
story troubled the lieutenant of the Sultan and he was enraged 
against him with a sore rage; so lie drew his sword and smiting 
liiin, cut off his head while he sat at table, whereupon a voice 
recited these couplets.— 

An wouldst not be injuriid, injure not; • But do good and from Allah 
win goodly lot ; 

For vb.at happeth bj Allah is doomed to be . Yet thine acts are the 
root I would ha\ e thee wot.' 


t A fair friend found the idea of Destiny in The Nights become almost a 
night-mare Yet here ue suddenly ahght upon the true Johnsonian idea that 
conduct makes fate Both extremes are as usual false ^^■hen one roan 6gbts 
a dozen battles unbounded and another falls at the first shot, no cannot but 
flcknouledge the picsence of that mjsterious “hick ” whose laws, now utlerl) 
unknown to us. nwy become familiar with the ages 1 may note that the idea 
<)f an appointed hour bejond winch life may not be pro'onged, is as old as 
Homer (11 xi 4S7) 

The leader has been told fvol v night dcxci') that ''Kazd” is Fate in a 
general sense, the iinnersal and eternal Decree of Allah, while " Kadar" is its 
special and particular application to m.tn’s lot, fljat is All.ah’s will in bringing 
forth exents at a ceitain time and place But the former is popularlj held 
to be of two categones, one Kaz 5 al-Muham which admits of modification 
and KazS al-Miihiam. absolute and unchangeable, the doctrine of irresistible 
predestination preached xnth so much energx bj St Paul (Romans i\ 15-24) • 
and all thexxorld oxer men act upon the former xihile theoretically holding 
to the latter lienee “Chinese Gordon.” whose loss to England is greater 
than even his friends suppose, xiTOte, “ It is a delightful thing to be a fatiwst. 
meaning that the Du me direction and pre-ordination of all things sax ed him 
so much trouble of forethought and afterthought In this tenet he xxas not 
only a Calxmist but also a Moslem, xxhose contradictory ideas of Fate and 
Freexxlll (with rcsponsibiliti) are not only' beyond Reason but are contrary 
to Reason, and although xxe mav admit the atgumivium nd I'ltttiiudmni, 
suggesting that there are things abox'e (or beloxx) human infelhgence, x\e 
are not bound so to do in the case of things xx htch are opposed to the 
common sense of manXind jPrnctJcnUjt houever, the ^Moslem attitude is 
to be loud m confessing belief of "Fate and Fortune” before an exenf 
happens, and after it wiseh to console himself ^\uh the conviction that in 
no xxay could he haxe escaped the occurrence And the belief that this 
destiny xxas in the hands of Allah gixes him a certain dignity especially in the 
presence of disease and death, xihich is xxanting in his rival religionist the 
t-tinstiau At the same time the fanciful picture of the Turk sitting stolidly 
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Now this voice was thcfrancolin which bore witness against him. 
'I he company present mar\ cited at this taic and ail cried, “ Woe 
to the oppressor!" Then camcforwaul the sixteenth constable 
and said, “And 1 for another will tell you a marvellotis story 
which is on this wise." 


THE SIXTEENTH CONSTABLE’S HISTORY. 

I W'l NT foi th one day of the days, intending to tra\ ci, and sudden!) 
fell upon a man whose wont it was to cut the way. ^Vhcn he 
c,ame up with me he offcicd to slay me. .and I said to him. “ I have 
nought witli me whcrel'y thou mayst profit." Quotli he, “My 
profit shall be the f.aking of th) life." 1 asked, “What is the 
cause of this ? Hath there been enmity between us aforetime ? ” 
.and he answered, “N.iy: but needs must 1 slay thee," There¬ 
upon 1 ran .iway from him to the ri\cr side; but he caught me 
up and casting mo to the ground, sat down on m) brc.ist. So 
I sought help of (he Shaikh of the Pilgrims,’ .and cried to him, 


under a s'lowcr of liccause fair will not fnd h.m out unless it lx. so 

wTittcn, IS .a fml. of f.uicj rv-cl) found in rt >1 life 

There arc four rrcal jviinls of dispute amorgst ihe schoolmen iii .\ 1 -Is!am ; 
(t) the Unit) and .\Unbiites of Allah . (2) Ills promises .and threats , (3) his. 
tonc,al as tlfo office of Imdm: and (j) I’rtdcsiiintion .and the ju'-tice thereof 
On the latter subject opinions range o\cr the whole cicle of passibilitic;, 
for instance, the Mn larjim s, whom the learned )Veil m.atts the ITotest.ants 
.and K.ationalt.ts of .\1-Islam. contend that the word of Allah was cre-ated 
»)" {iS>. an act'dent and liable to jicnsh, and tmo of their school, the 

K.alirnah (alias ir.g pov o') oemes the taistcnre of Tate .and contends that 
Ail ill did rot crc.ate tsil hut left man an nhsolutclj free agent On the other 
inti'l, the Jahansah (or Mujahhart^the coiuptlitd) is .an absolute Tatalist 
who bcltescs in the omnipotence of Destiny and detms that all wisdom 
consists in conforming with Us decrees .M-M.as mli (chapi cv'- li) illustrates 
this by the saying of .a Moslem phtlo'ophcr that chess was the intention of a 
Mu’tazil, while Na-al (haeVgammoa with dice) w.xs that of a Muj.ahhar proving 
that pl.ay can do nothing ag.amst destiny. Detwttn the two are the \shanyah, 
trimmers whose st.and-jioint is hard to define, they would sav, All.ali creates 
tiic power by which man acts, hut man wills the action." and c.are not to 
answer the query. "Who created the wilP " (See PococK, Sale and the 
1 labist.an, ii 353) Thus Sa'adi says in the Guhstan (id e), "The wise hate 
P'onouaccd that though daily bread lie allotted, yet it is so condition.ally upon 
using means to arquirc it. and although calamity he> predestined, yet it is right 
to secure one's self against the jwn.als by which it may hare access " lastly, 
not a few doctors of Law and Keligion hold that K.aza al-Muhlvam, however 
rhsoliite, regards only man's after or fin.al state, and upon this subj’cct they 
are of course as wise as other people, and—no w,iser I-ane has treated the 
Moslem faith in Destiny scry .ablyand fully (Vrahhan Nights, sol i pp sS-di). 
.and he Ixmg a m.an of moderate and orthodos slews gives saluahle testimony-. 

I Arab. " Shaykli al-HiijjSj " Some Santon like Hasan al-M.ar.ihit, then 
msoked by the Mecoan pilgrims see Pilgrimage, i 321 It can hardly refer 
to the famous Hajj ij bin Yusuf al-S,akafi (s-ol 111 night ccxsxsii) 
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“ Protect me from this oppressor' ” And indeed he had drawn 
a knife to cut my throat when, lo and behold' there came a 
mighty great crocodile forth of the river, and snatching him up 
from off my breast plunged into the water, with him still bending 
knife in hand, ei en within the jaws of the beast • whilst I abode 
extolling Almighty Allah, and rendering thanks for my pre¬ 
servation to Him who had delivered me from the hand of 
that wrong-doerd 


TALE OF HARUN AL-RASHID AND 
ABDULLAH BIN NAFI’P 

Know thou, O King of the Age, that there was m days 
of yore and in ages and times long gone before, in the city of 
Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, a Caliph Harun al-Rashid hight, 
and he had cup-companions and tale-tellers to-entertain him by 
night. Among his equerries was a man named Abdullah bin 
Ndfi’, who stood high in favour rvith him and dear to him, so 
that he did not forget him a single hour. Now it came to pass, 
by the decree of Destiny, that it became manifest to Abdullah 
how he was grown of small account mth the Caliph, who paid 
no heed unto him nor, if he absented himself, did he ask after 
him, as had been his habit This was grievous to Abdullah, 
and he said uithin himself, “ Venly, the souls of the Commander 
of the Faithful and of his Wazir are changed towards me, and 
nevermore shall I see in him that cordiality and affection where¬ 
with he was wont to treat me ” And this was chagnn-full to 
him and concern grew upon him, so that he recited these 
couplets — 

Whoso’s contemned in his home and land • Should, to better his case 
in self exile hie ■ 

So fly the house where contempt awaits, * Nor on fires of grief for 
the parting fry, 


r Here the Stones of the Sixteen Constables abruptly end, after the 
fashion of the Eresl Edit They are summarily dismissed eien without the 
normal “Bakhshish 


2 Bresl, Edit vol xi pp 400-473 and \ol xii 
dccccxli-dcccclvh For Kashghai, see \ol 1, night xxiv 


PP 


4-50, nights 
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Crude Anibt'rf;n'-' is but offal r'.herc • 'lis. Iwrn; but uliroad on our 
necks slinli stjo; 

And Kohl nt home is a kind of stone, • Cast on face of earth and on 
I oads to he; 

1 hit when home abroad it rMiis hii;hcsl woUh • And thrones between 
ejehd and ball of c\c. 

(Oiioth the saver,) Then he could brook this matter no longer; 
so he went foitli from the dominions of the Prince of True 
Believe! s, under pretence of Msiling ccUain of his kith and kin, 
and took with him nor 5cr\ant nor comrade, neither acquainted 
any iNith his intent, hut betook himself to the road and fared 
deep into the wold and the sandwastes, unknowing whither he 
went. .After awhile, hta uncvpcctcdly fell in with traaellers who 
wane making the land of Ilind and journejed with them. 
When he lamc thither, he lighted down in a city of that 
country’ .uul housed him in one of the lodging-houses; and 
ihcie he abode .1 while of days, relishing not food neither 
solacing himself with sleep; nor was this for lack of dirhams 
or dinnis, but for that his mind w.as occupied with musing upon 
the shifts of Destiny, and bemoaning himself for that the 
rc\ohing sphere had turned against him in enmity, and the 
days had decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the 
Imam.'' .After such fashion he abode a space of d.ays, and 
presently he homed him in the land, and took to himself friends 
and got him many fannliars, with whom he addressed himself 
to dnersion and good cheer. lie used also to go a-picasuring with 
his companions and their hearts were solaced by his company, 
and he entertained them every’ evening with stories and dis¬ 
plays of his manifold accomplishments," and diverted them with 
delectable verses and told them abundance of stories and 
histories. Presently, the report of him reached King Jamhur, 
lord of Kashgar of Ilind, who sent in quest of him, and great 
was his desire to see him. So Abdullah repaired to his court, 
and going into him kissed ground before him, and Jamhur 
welcomed him and treated him with kindness, and bade lodge 


1 Mr. P.-iyne propo'ses to transknte " 'Anbar " by amlxir, the somi-foi'iilised 
resin mucli used in modern d.ajs. especially in Turkey and Somaliland, for 
bead ntckl.aces But, as be says, the second lino distinctly alludes to the 
perfume which 15 sewn in leather and hung about the neck, after the fashion 
of our anc.enl pomanders ({oinme d'amOieJ. 

2 I e , the Caliph 

3 Arab "Adab"’ see vol i mghl xiii, etc In Moslem dialects, which 
borrow more or less from Arabic. •'Bi-adabi"=being without Adab, means 
rudeness, disrespect, " impertinence ” (in Us modern sense) 
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him in the guest-house, ivhere he abode three days, at the end 
of which the king sent to him a chamberlain of his chamberlains, 
and bade bring him to the presence. When he came before 
him, he greeted him, and the truchman accosted him, saying, 
“ Verily, King Jamhur hath heard of thy report, that thou art 
a pleasant cup-companion and an eloquent teller of night-tales, 
and he would have thee company with him o’ nights and' 
entertain him with that which thou knowest of histones and 
pleasant stories and verses.” And he made answer, “To hear 
IS to obey'” (Quoth Abdullah bin Kafi’,) So I became his 
boon-companion and entertained him by night with tales and 
talk, and this pleased him vith the utmost pleasure, and he 
took me into favour and bestowed on me robes of honour and 
set apart for me a lodging; indeed he was bountiful exceedingly 
to me, and could not brook to be parted from me a single hour. 
So I sojourned with him a while of time, and every night I 
caroused and conversed with him till the most pait of the dark 
hours was past, and when drowsiness overcame him, he would 
nse and betake himself to his sleeping-place, saying to me, 
“ Forsake not my service and forego not my presence.” And 
I made answer with, “ Hearing and obeying.” Now the king 
had a son, a nice child, called the Emir Mohammed, who was 
winsome of youth and sweet of speech • he had read books and 
had perused histones, and he loved above all things in the world 
the telling and hearing of verses and tales and anecdotes. He 
was dear to his father, King Jamhur, for that he oumed no 
other son than he on life, and indeed he had reared him in the 
lap of love, and he was gifted with exceeding beauty and love¬ 
liness, brilliancy and perfect grace he had also learnt to play 
upon the lute and upon all manner instruments, and he was 
used to converse and company with friends and brethren. 
Now it was his wont, when the king arose seeking his sleeping- 
chamber, to sit in his place and require me to entertain him 
with tales and verses and pleasant anecdotes; and on this wise 
I abode with them both a great while in all joyance and delight, 
and the Pnnce still loved me with mighty great love, and treated 
me with the utmost' tenderness It fortuned one day that the 
king’s son came to me, after his sire had withdraivn, and cried, 
“O Ibn Nafi’' ” “ At thy sennce, O my lord” ; “I would 

have thee tell me a wondrous story and a marvellous matter, 
which thou hast never related either to me or to my father 
Jamhur. “ O my lord, what story is this that thou desirest of 
me, and of what kind shall it be of the kinds ? ” “It mattereth 
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Jiale, so it be a goodly story, whether it befell of olden tide or 
in these ti-nes." "O niy lord. I know by rote ninny stories 
rf various kinds; so winch of the kinds preferrest thou, nnd 
wilt thou I)a\e a story of ninnkind or of Imn-kiiuP” “’Tis 
well* An them hnst espied might with thine eyes and heard 
It with thine cats, tell it me." Then he bethought himself and 
.s.iid to me, “I conjuie thee by my life, tell me a talc of the 
talcs of the Jinn, and that which thou hast heard of them and 
seen of them*" I replied, “O my son, indeed thou conjiirest 
me by a mighty conjuration; so lend an car to the goodliest of 
stories, .ay, and the strangest of them and the ple.as.antcst and 
raicst." Quoth the rrince, "Say on, for I am attentive to thy 
speech''; and quoili I, *• Hear then, O my son, 


HIE TALE OF THE DAMSEL TOUI'AT AL-KULUB 
■ AND THE CALIPH HARUN AL-RASHID." 

The Viieregcnt of the Lord of the three Woilds, Ilarun .al- 
Ivashid, h.id a boon-companion of the number of his boon- 
companions, by name Ishak bin Ibiahini a)-Nadim al-Mausih,' 
who w-.as the most accomplished of the folk of his time in 
.smiling upon the lute; and of the Commander of the Faithful’s 
lose for him, he set apart Lr him a palace of the choicest of hts 
palaces, wherein he w'as wont to instruct band-maideiis in the 
arts of singing and of lute-playing. If any slavc-girl became, 
by in's instruction, clever in the craft, he carried her before the 
Caliph, who bade her perform upon tlie lute; and if she pleased 
him, he would order her to the Ilanm; else would he restore 
her to Ishak’s palace. One d.iy, the Commander of the Faithful’s 
breast w'.-i.s straitened; so he sent after hts Wmir Ja’afar the 
Bamiecide .and Islnk the cup-comp.amon, and klasrur the 
eunuch, the Sworder of Ins lengcance, and when they oame, 
he changed his habit and disguised himself, whilst Ja’afar and 
Ishak and Masrur and Al-FazF and Yunus” (who w’ere .also 
present) did the like. Then he went out, lie and they, by the 
postern, to the Tigris, and t.aking boat fired on till they came 
to near Al-Tiif,* w’hen they landed and walked til! they came 


lie, Isaac of Mosill, the gre.alcsl of Arab musicians, see \ol in. 

night ccKsn , , , , 

2 Tlie elder brother of Ja'.afar, b) no means so genial or fitted for a roval 

frohe See Terminal Essa> , , . , , , 

3 Ibn Ilabib, a friend of Isa.nc, and a learned gnimm.inau who lectured 

at Basrah , , ., ,, ,. , 

^ A suburb of Baghdad, mentioned b> Al-Mas t di 
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to the gate of the high street. Here there met them an old 
man, handsome m his hoariness and of a venerable bearing and 
a dignified, agreeable of aspect and apparel. He kissed the 
earth before Ishak al-lNIaiisiIi (foi that he knew only him of 
the company, the Cahph being disguised, and deemed the 
others certain of his friends), and said to him, “O my lord, 
there is presently with me a hand-maid, a lutanist, never saw 
eyes the like of her nor the like of her grace, and indeed I 
was on my way to pay my respects to thee and give thee to know 
of her, but Allah, of His favour, hath spared me the trouble. 
So now I desire to show her to thee, and if she take thy fancy, 
well and good; othennse I will sell her.” Quoth Ishak, “Go 
before me to thy quarters,* till I come to thee and see her." 
The old man kissed his hand and went away; whereupon 
quoth Al-Rashid to hifti, “O Ishak, who is yonder man and 
what IS his want’” The other replied, “O my lord, this is a 
man Sa'id the Slave-dealer hight, and ’tis he that buyeth us 
maidens and Mamelukes. He declareth that with him is a fair 
slave, a lutanist, whom he hath withheld from sale, for that 
he could not fairly sell her till he had passed her before me 
m re\aew.” Quoth the Caliph, “ Let us go to him so we may 
see her, by way of solace, and sight what is in the slave-dealer’s 
quarters of slave-girls” ; and quoth Ishak, “ Command belongeth 
to Allah and to the Commander of the Faithful ” Then he 
forewent them, and they followed in his track till they came 
to the slave-dealer’s quarters, and found a building tall of wall 
and large of lodgment, wnth sleeping-cells and chambers therein, 
after the number of the slave-girls, and folk sitting upon the 
wooden benches. So Ishak entered, he and his company, and 
seating themselves in the place of honour, amused themselves 
by looking at the hand-maids and Mamelukes, and watching 
how they were bought and sold, till the vending came to an 
end, when some of the folk went away and some remained 
seated. Then cned the slave-dealer, “Let none sit with us 
except whoso purchaseth by the thousand dinars and upwards.” 
Accordingly those present withdrew, and there remained none 
but Al-Rashid and his smte; whereupon the slave-dealer called 
the damsel, after he had caused set her a chair of Fawwak,* 
lined with Grecian brocade, and she ivas hke the sun shining 
high in the shimmering sky. When she entered she saluted, 

1 Containing the rooms in which the girl or girls were sold See 

Pilgrimage, 1 87 00 

2 Dozj quotes this passage, but cannot explain the word Fawwak 
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and sitting dov.’n, took the lute and smote upon it, after she 
had touched Us strings and tuned it, so that all present a\ere 
ania,!:cd. Tlien she sang thereto these couplets.— 

nreerco' ^^or^, an thou breathe o'er the Uned one’s land, . Deli\or 
my greeting (o all the dear hand ! 

And declare to them rtill I am pledged to their love • And m\ longing 
c\cels all that lo\er unmanned . 

O %e who ha\c blighted nn heart, cars and l\cs, • My passion and 
ecstasy grow out of hand; 

And torn IS m\ sprite c\crv night with desire, . And nothing of sleep 
can iin eythds command 

fshak exclaimed, “Brava, O damsel! By Allah, this is a fair 
hour !’’ Whereupon she spiang up and kissed his hand, saying, 
“ O niy lord, in very sooth the hands stand still before thy presence 
and the tongues at thy sight, and the loquent when confronting 
thee wax dumb; but thou art the loosci of the veil.'" Then she 
clung to him and cned, “Stand”; so he stood and said to her, 
“Who art thou and what is thy need?" She raised a comei of 
the veil, and behold she was a damsel as she were the full moon 
rising or the le\en glancing, with two side-locks of hair which 
fell down to her anklets. She kissed his li.ind and said to him, 
“O my lord, Know that I h.i\e liecn m these quarters some Five 
months, during which 1 h.ive withheld myself from sale till thou 
shouldst be present .uid see me; and yonder slave-dealer also 
made thj coming apietcxt for not vending me, and forbade me for 
all I souglit of him night and day that he should cause thee come 
hither and vouchsafe me thy company, and gar me and thoe 
forcg.athcr.” Quoth Ishak, “Tell me what thou wouldst have”; 
.uid quolli she, “ 1 hescech thee, by Allah Almighty, tli.it thou 
buy me, so I maybe with thee by way of service." He asked, 
“Is that thy desire?” and she answered, “Yes.” So Ishak 
returned to the sl.ive-dcaler and s.aid to him, “ Ho thou, Shaj'kh 
Sa’id Said the old man, “At thy service, O my lord,” and Ishak 
continued,In the corridor is a chamhei, and therein wones a 
d.unsel p.alc and w.an. Wh.il is her price in dirhams, and how much 
dost thou ask for her ? " Quoth the sl.iv'e-de.der, “ She whom thou 
mentionesl, 0 my lord, is c.illcd Tohfat al-Humaka^l" Ishak 

j "A passage has apparently dropped out liere The Khalif seems to 
have gone awaj without buying, Ic.aving ishne Iiehind. whereupon the latter 
w.as accosted another sl,a\e-girl, who c.ame out of a cell in the corridor'' 
So sajs Mr P.aync. \oI ii 207 The "raiser of the veil" means a fitting 
purchaser , 

2 I f . " Choice gift of the Fools," a skit upon the girl’s n.ame, "1 ohfat al- 
Kuliib'' = Choice gift of the Ileaits Her folly consisted in refusing to he 
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asked, “What is the meaning of Al-Hnmaka? ” and the old man 
answered, “ Her price hath been weighed and paid an hundred 
times, and she still saith. Show me him who would buy me; 
and when I show' her to him, she saith. This one I mislike; he 
hath in him such and such a default. And in ever)' one who would 
fain buy her she noteth some defect or other, so that none careth 
now to purchase her and none seeketh her, for fear lest she find 
some fault in him.” Quoth Ishak, “ She seeketh at this present 
to sell herself, so go thou to her and enquire of her and see her 
price and send her to the palace." Quoth Sa’id, “ O my lord, her 
pnee is an hundred dinars, though, rveie she free of this paleness 
that is upon her face, she would be worth a thousand gold pieces; 
but wanton folly and wanness have diminished her value; and 
behold I wall go to her and consult her of this.” So he betook 
himself to her and enquired of her, “Wilt thou be sold to Ishak bin 
Ibrahim al-lMausili ? ” She replied, “Yes"; and he said, “Leaie 
folly, for to whom doth it happen to be in the house of Ishak the 
cup-companion* ? ’’ Thereupon Ishak ivent forth the slave-dealer’s 
quarters and overtook Al-Rashid who had preceded him; and 
they ceased not w'alknng till they came to their landing-place, where 
they emb.arked m the boat and fared on to Thaghr al-Khanakah.* 
As for the slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the house of Ishak 
al-Nadxm, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the 
Hainniam. Then each damsel gave her somew'hat of her gear and 
they decked her wath earnngs and bracelets, so that she redoubled 
in beauty and became as she were the moon on the night of its 
full. When Ishak letumed home from the Cahph’s palace, Tohfah 
rose to him and kissed his hand; and he saw that which the 
hand-maids had done with her, and thanked them for so doing and 
said to them, “Let her home in the house of instruction and 
bnng her instruments of music, and if she be apt at song teach 
her; and may Allah Almighty vouchsafe her health and weal' ” 
So there passed over her three months, w'hile she homed with 
him in the house of instruction, and- they brought her the 
instruments of music. Furthermore, as time went on, she was 
vouchsafed health and soundness, and her beautj' waxed many 
times bnghter than before, and her pallor W'as changed to white 
and red, so that she became a seduction to all who saw’ her. 

soM at a higli pnee, and this is often seen in real life It is a PurJoncr 
atnonpt good Jloslems not to bu3-a giri and not to hate marital relations 
\utti her, e\en when bought, against her will 

emphati^'^^ cannot go to Connth ” The question makes the assertion 
2 < . The Xarrows of the (Demshes’) content 
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One <hy, Ishak bade svimiiioii all ^\ho were with him of slavc- 
giik from the liousc of instruction, and carried them up to 
Al-RashulV palace, leaving none in his house saie Tohfah 
and a cookmaul; for that he thought not of Tohfah, nor did 
she come to his menioiy, and none of the damseh reminded 
him of her. When she saw that the house was empty of the 
.sla\e-girls, she took the lute (now she was singulat in her time 
fir smiting mwn the lute, nar hid she her like in the world, 
no, not Ishak himself, nor any other) and sang thereto these 
couplets- — 

When soul dcsireth one that is its mate • It never wuincth clear desire 
of Kate: 

My life for him who=e tortures (.ire my fratiu’, • And de lit me pine lie 
can alone abate 1 

He saith (tliat onl> he to heal nunc ill • Wliosc sight is medicine to m\ 
doleful state), 

“O scolfer-wight, how longwitt mod. mj woe . .As thongli did .\llali 
nothing else create’ ” 

Now Ishak h.ul returned to his iioiisc o.i an occasion that called 
for him; and when he entered the vestibule, he heard a sound 
of singing, the like whereof he h.ul never heird in tlic woild, 
for that It was soft as the Iiiee/.c .and more strengtliening than 
oil‘ of almonds. So the pleasure of it gat hold of him, and 
delight so seized him, that he fell down fainting m the vestibule. 
Tohfah heard the noise of footfalls, and, laying the lute from 
her hand, went out to see what was the matter. She found 
her loid Ishak lying aswoon in the entr.ance; so she took him 
up and strained him to her bosom, s.aying, “ I conjure thee in 
Allah's name, O my lord, tell me, hath aught of ill befallen thee ’ " 
When he heard her voice, he recovered from liis fainting, and 
asked her, “ Who art thou ?" She answered, “ 1 am thy slave- 
girl, Tohfah and he said to hci, “ .\rt thou indeed Tohf.ih’" 
“ Yes," replied she; and he, “ Hy Allah, I had indeed forgotten 
thee, and remembered thee not till this moment!" Then he 
looked at her and said, “Venly, thy case is altered to other 
case, and thy wanness is changed to rosmess, and thou hast 
redoubled in beauty and loveliness. But was it thou who wast 
singing just now ’ ” She was troubled and affrighted, and 
answered, “Even I, O my lord"; whereupon Ishak seized 

1 Arab '• Akvv.v min dalim 'l-l.aiiz" These unguents have been used m 
the East from time immemorial, whilst the last generation in England knew 
nothing of anointing with oil for incipient consumption A I.ate friend of mine, 
Hr Stocks of the Bombay Establishment, and I, proposed it as long b.ick as 
i815. but in those d.ajs it was a far cry from Sind to X-ondon 


296 


SuppHncntal PPi>^his. 


upon her hand, and carrying her into the house, said to her, 
“ Take the lute, and sing; for never saw I nor heard thy like 
in smiting upon the lute; no, not even myself!’’ Quoth she, 
“ O my lord, thou mockest me. Who am I that thou shouldst 
say all this to me^ Indeed, this is but of thy kindness.” 
Quoth he, “ Nay, by Allah, 1 said but the truth to thee, and I 
am not of those on whom pretence imposeth For these three 
months' nature hath not nio\ cd thee to take the lute and sing 
thereto, and this is naught save a rare thing and a strange. 
But all this cometh of strength in the art and thy self-restraint.” 
Then he bade her sing; and she said, “ Hearkening and 
obedience.” So she took the lute and tightening its stnngs 
to the sliclung-point, smote thereon a number of airs, so that 
she confounded Ishak’s wir, and for delight he was like to fly 
Then she returned to the hist mode and sang thereto these 
couplets:— 

By your mined stead aye I stand and stay, ‘Nor shall chansjo or 
dw oiling depart us tv ay ! 

No distance of homestead shall giu: me forget • Your lo\e, O fnends, 
but I j earn ahv&y; 

Ne’er flics jour phantom the babes of these ejne ■< You .uc moons 
in Night-tide’s murkest arraj': 

And vath growing passion mine unrest grows . And each mum I find 
union dissolved 111 w oes. 

When she had made an end of her song and laid down the lute, 
Ishak looked fixedly on her, then took her hand and offered to 
kiss it; but she snatched it from him and said to him, “ Allah, 0 
my lord, do not that' 1 ” Cried he, “ Be silent. By Allah, I had 
said that there was not in the world the like of me, but now 
I have found my dinar in the art but a ddnik,“ for thou art more 
excellent of skill than I, beyond comparison or approximation 
or calculation' This very day will I carry"' thee up to the 
Commander of the Faithful, Hamii al-Rashid, and when his 
glance lighteth on thee, thou wilt become a Princess of ivoman- 
kind. So Allali, Allah upon thee, O my lady, whenas thou 
becomest of the household of the Prince of True Believers, do not 
thou forget me' ” She replied, “ Allah, O my lord, thou ait 
the root of my fortunes and in thee is my heart fortified.” Thereat 

I The sequel will explain wnj she acted in tins way. 

1 te , thou has made my geld piece (10 :,hill 1 worth only a doit by thy 
supenontj in the yt and nijsterj of music 

3 Arab Uaidiki," Taadiyah (iid of Ada, he assisted) means sending, 
forwardmg In Hgjpt and Syria we often find the form ” Waddi ’’ for \ddi, 
imperative 
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he took her hand and made a co\ cnant with her of thi'?, and she 
swore to him tliat she would not forget him. Then s.aidhe to her, 
“ By Allah, thou art the desue of the Coinmandei of the Faithful! 
Now take the lute and smg a song which thou shalt sing to the 
Caliph, when thou gocst m to him.” So she took the lute and 
tuning it, improvised these couplets;— 

His lo\er h.ad ruth on Ins nooful mood • And o'< nvept him as ^still In 
h's coin h he' stood : 

.\nd gaircd him dunk of his lip dew sand wine’ . Ihe lie died and tins 
food w.is Ins Lit! >t good. 

Ishak stared at her and scming her hand, said to her, “ Know 
that I am hound h}’an oath that, when the singing of a damsel 
pleascth me, she shall not end her song Init before the Prince of 
True I'fclieveis. But now tell me, how came it that thou tarnedst 
with the sla\e-dcaler five months andwastnot sold to any one, and 
thou of this skill, especi.dly w hen the price set on thee was no great 
matter’” llereat she l.iughcd and answered, “O mj lord, my 
story is a wondrous and my c.ase a marxellous. Know that 1 
liclonged aforetime to a Maghriln mcrch.mt, who bought me when 
I w.as three years old, and there were in his house many sla\e-girls 
and eunuchs; but 1 was the dearest to him of them all. So he 
kept me with him and used not to address me otherwise than, ' O 
daughterling,' and indeed to this moment I am a clean maid. 
Now there was with him a damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me 
and taught me the art, even as thou seest. Then was my master 
removed to the mercy of .Mlah .•\Iuiight>,’ and his sons divided his 
monies. 1 fell to the lot of one of them, but twas only a little 
while ere he had wasted all his we.ilth and there was left him 
naught of coin. So I gave up the lute, fc.inng lest I should falHnto 
the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for well 1 wot that needs 
must my master sell me, and indeed but a few days p issed ere he 
earned me forth to the quarters of the slave-merchant who buyeth 
damsels and displ.iyeth tlicm to the Coiiiniandcr of the Faithful. 
Now I dcsiied to learn the art and mystery , so I refused to be sold 
to other than thou, until .Allah (extolled and exalted be He') 
vouchsafed me my desire of thy presence; whereupon 1 came out to 
thee, as soon ns 1 heard of thycomuig, and besought thee to buy me. 
Thou hcartenedst my heart and boughtest me; and since I entered 
thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up the lute till now , but 
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to-day, when I was left private by the slave-girls, I took it; and 
my purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed' 
or not. As I was singing, I heard a footfall in the vestibule, so 
springing up, I laid the lute from my hand and, going forth to see 
what was to do, found thee, O my lord, after this fashion ” Quoth 
Ishak, “ Indeed, this was of thy fair fortune By Allah, I know 
not that which thou knowest in tins art I ” Then lie arose and 
opening a chest brought out therefrom striped clothes,® netted 
with jewels and gieat pearls and other costly gems, and said to 
her, “ In the name of Allah, don these, O my lady Tohfah." So 
she arose and donned that dress and veiled herself and went up 
vnth Ishak to the palace of the Caliphate, where he made her 
stand without, whilst he himself went in to the Pnnce of True 
Beheiers (with whom was Ja’afar the Barmaki) and kissing the 
ground before him, said to him, “ O Commander of the Faithful, I 
have brought thee a damsel, never saw eyes of seer her like for 
excellence in singing and touching the lute; and her name is 
Tohfah.” Al-Rashid asked, “ And where be this Tohfah® who 
hath not her like in the world ? ’’ Answered Ishak, “Yonder she 
standeth, O Commandci of the Faithful ’’; and he acquainted the 
Caliph with her case from first to last. Then said Al-Rashid, 
“ ’Tis a marvel to heat thee praise a slave-girl after this fashion. 
Admit her tint we may look upon her, for venly the morning 
may not be hidden ” Accordingl}', Ishak bade admit her, so 
she entered, and when her eyes fell upon the Prince of True 
Believers, she kissed ground before him and said, “ The Peace be 
upon thee, O Commander of the faithful Fold and Asylum of all 
who the true Creed hold and Quickener of justice in the Worlds 
threefold' Allah make thy feet tread on safest wise and give 
thee joy of what He gave thee in generous guise, and make thy 
harbourage Paradise and Hell-fire that of thine enemies '" Quoth 
Al-Rashid, “ And on thee be the Peace, O damsel' Sit.” So she 
sat down and he bade her sing; whereupon she took the lute and 
tightening its stnngs played thereon in many modes, so that the 
Pnnce of True Believers and Ja'afar were confounded in sprite 
and like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode 
and improvised these couplets .— 

O mine eyes I I swear by Hun I adore, » Whom pilgrims seek thronging 

Arafat; 

I t e , if rn> hand had lost its cunning 

^ 2 Arab *'Thiyab 'Amudijah** ’Amud= tent-prop or column, and Khatt 

’Amud=a perpendicular hne 

3 I r , a choice gift The Caliph speaks half ironically " Where’s this 
wonderful present," etc So further on when he compares her with the 
morning 
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An thou call mj' nnmc on the Kra\c of me, ■ I'll reply to thy call 
though ni\ hinus i;o rot: 

1 cr.i\e none for fnend of iny heart “saxc thee ; . So helicve me, foi tiiic 
are the \scll begot. 

AI-Kashiil con'iuiered hot comeliness .and the "oodliness of her 
sin"in" and iur eloquence, and what other qualities she conipiised, 
and rejoiced with joy evcecding; .and for the stress of that which 
ocercainc him of deliglU he descended from the couch and sitlinq 
down with her upon the floor, said to her, “Thou hast done well. 
O Tohf.di. By Allah, tliou .art indeed .a choice "ift ‘! ” Then he 
turned to Ishak and said to him, “Thou dealtest not jusllj, O 
Ish.ak, in the description of this damsel, nor didst thou fairly set forth 
all that she compnseth of charms and an ; for that, by Allah, she 
is inconcciv.ably more skilful than thou , and I know of this craft 
that which none knoweth sa\e I>" Excl.umcd the W.izir Ja'.af.ir, 
“ By Allah, thou s.iyst sooth, O my lord, O Commander of the 
Faithful. Indeed, she hath done aw.ay my wit, hath this d.imscl.” 
Quoth Ishak, “By A.llah, O I’nncc of True Believers, I had s.iid 
that tlicic was not on the face of the earth one who knew the ait 
of the lute like nijsclf; but when I lieaid her, 111^ skill became 
nothing worth in mine c}es.” Then s.iid the Caliph to her, 
“ Rcpe.at thy playing, O Tohfah." So she lepeatcd it and he cried 
to her, “Well done! ” Moieoier, he said to Ishak, “Thou hast 
indeed brought me .1 marvellous thing, one which is worth in mine 
' eyes the eiiipiie of the world.” Then he turned to M.asrur the 
eunuch and said to him, " Carry Tohf.di to the chamber of honour.” 
Accordingly, she went awav with the Castrato, and the Caliph 
looked at her r.aimeiit and oriiaiiients, and seeing her ckad 111 
clothing of choice, asked Ishak, “O Ish.ik, whence hath she these 
robes ^ ” .Answered he, “O my lord, these are soinewlmt of thy 
bounties and thy largesse, and they aie a gift to her from me. By 
.Allah, O Commander of the Faithhil, the world, all of it, were little 
in comparison with her! ” Then the Caliph turned to the Wazir 
ja’afar and said to him, “Give Ish.ik fifty thousand dirhams and a 
robe of honour of the choicest apparel.” “ lleanng and obeying,” 
replied Ja’afar, and gifted him with that which the Caliph ordered 
him. As for AI-Rashid, he was pnv'atc with Tohfah that night 
and found her a pure virgin and rejoiced in her; and she took high 
rank in his heart, so that he could not suffer her absence a single 
houi, and committed to her the keys of the affaiis of the realm, for 
that which he saw in her of good breeding and fine wit and leal 


1 Again tin; usual pun upon tlie n.iinc 
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will. He also gave her fifty slave-girls and two hundred thousand 
dinars, and a quantity of raiment and ornaments, gems and jewels 
woith the kingdom of Egypt; and of the excess of his love for 
her, he would not entrust her to any of the hand-maids or eunuchs; 
but, whenever he went out from hei, he locked tlie door upon her and 
took the key with him, against he should leturn to her, forbidding 
the damsels to go in to her, of his fear lest they should slay her or 
poison her or practise on her Avith the knife; and in this w<ay he 
abode awhile. One day, as she sang before the Commander of the 
Faithful, he was delighted uith exceeding delight, so that he 
offered to kiss her hand ^; but she drew it away from him and 
smote upon her lute and bioke it and wept. Al-Rashid wiped 
away her tears and said, “ O desire of the heart, v hat is it maketh 
thee weep ? klay Allah not cause"an eye of thine to shed tears 
Said she, “ O my lord, what am 1 that thou shouldst kiss my 
hand ? ilt thou have- Allah punish me for this, and my term 
come to an end and my fehcitj' pass away ? For this is what none 
everattainedunto.” He rejoined, “Well said,OTohfah. Knowthat 
thy rank in my esteem is high, and for that which delighted me of 
what I saw in thee I offeied to do this, but I will not return unto 
the like thereof, so be of good cheer, \\ ith eyes cool and clear, for 
I have no desire to other than thyself, and will not die but in the 
love of thee, and thou to me art queen this day, to the exclusion 
of all humankind." Therewith she fell to kissing his feet; and 
this her fashion pleased him, so that his love for her redoubled and 
he became unable to brook sex erance from her a single hour. Now 
Al-Rashid one day xvent forth to the chase and left Tohfah in her 
pax'ihon As she sat perusing a book, with a candle-branch of gold 
before her, wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a inusk-apple 
fell doxvn before her from the top of the saloon." So she looked 
up and beheld the Lady Zubaydah bint al-Kasim,® who saluted her 
with a salam and acquainted her xvith herself, xvhereupon Tohfah 
sprang to her feet and said, “ O my lady, were I not of the number 
of the new,* I had daily sought thy service; so do not thou bereave 
me of those noble steps ' ” The Lady Zubaydah called dowm 


bv East this is the action of a sen ant or a slaie, practised 

humiliating ” ^ "hen in danger of life or extreme need and therefore 

siich'^Daiihnt.^w.u'™"'" ‘^O'vnfrom the Jlamrah, or small dome built oi er 
t ol Vniern T by day and xentilation b> night See 

1 The Xbll,; I ‘I*® Persian term, “ Badhanj " 

See vol M nifhts dccxc?°and dcccTx'fvf^^'’^'^ Znbajdah 

5 ^r!Vneaust.mo'lls 
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blc'-viiif^c; upon hct ;md replied, “ I knew this of thee; nnd, by the 
life of (ho Comtnandcr of the Failiifnl, but that it is not of my 
uont to go forth of my place, 1 had come out to do my scrticc to 
thee.” 'rhon quoth she to her, “Know, 0 Tohfah, that the 
Commander of the baithful hath descited aii lus concubines and 
favourites on thine account, even myself hath he abandoned on 
this wise, and 1 am not content to be as one of the mistresses, 
)ct Iiath he made me of them ami forsaken me, and I have sought 
thee, so thou m.iyst beseech him to come to me, though it be but 
once a month, in order that 1 may not be the like of the hand¬ 
maids and concubines nor take rank luth the slaic-girls, and 
this is my need of thee ” Answered Tohfah, “ Hearkening and 
obedience ' I 3 y Allah, O my lady, I would that he might be with 
thee a whole month and with me but one night, so thy licaii 
might be heartened, for that I am one of tin hand-maids and thou 
m every case art my lady." The Tnneoss Zulmdah thanked her 
for this and taking lea\e of her returned to her palace. When 
the Caliph came b.ick from the cha.se and course, he betook- him¬ 
self to Tohfah's pavilion and bringing out the key opened the 
lock and went in to her. She rose to receive him and kissed his 
hand, and he gathered her to his bren.si and seated hei on his 
knee.' Then food was brought to them, and thej ate and waslicd 
their hands; aftoi which ‘•he took the lute and sang till .-M-Rasliid 
was mo\ed to sleep. \\ hen aw.arc of this she ceased singing, .ind 
told him liei adienturc with the Lady Zubajdah, saying,'• 0 
Pnnee of True Believers, I would have thee favour me with a 
favour and hearten my heart and accept my intercession and 
reject not my supplication, but fare thee forthright to the Lady 
Zub.ayda!i.'' Now this talk befell aftei he had stripped himself 
naked and she also had doffed her dress; and he said, “ Thou 
shouldst have named this ere we stripped ourseh es naked, I .and 
thou!” But she answered, s.aying, “0 Commander of the 
Faithful, I did this not except in .accordance with the s.ajingof 
the poet in these couplets;— 

Of al! intcrcc'isions can none succeed, • Save wliatso Tohfah bint 
Marj.tn suc'd; 

No intercessor who conics cnvcilcd’; • She sues the best who sues 
inolhcr-niide.” 

When Al-K.ibhid heard this, her speech pleased him and lie 


1 He licinp sealed on the c.arpet nt die time 

2 A quolation from Al-l'arardat. who had quarrelled with his wife AI- 
How.tr (sec the talc in Ibn Khalldan. i 52t|, hence "the naked intercessor" 
became proi erbial for one who cannot be withstood 
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strained her to his bosom. Then he went forth from her and 
locked the door upon her, as before; \\ hereupon she took- the book 
and sat perusing it awhile. Presently, she set it aside and taking 
the lute, tightened its stiings; and smote thereon, after a wondrous 
fashion, such as would have moved inanimate things to dance, and 
fell to singing marvellous melodies and chanting these couplets — 

Cease for ch.ange to wad, • The world blames who rad; 

Bear patient its shafts « That for aye prevail. 

How often a joy • Grief-garbed thou shalt had: 

How oft gladding bliss • Shall appear aniid bale' 

Then she turned and saw within the chamber an old man, hand¬ 
some in his hoariness and stately of semblance, who was dancing 
in goodly and winning wise, a dance whose like none might dance. 
,So she sought refuge with Allah Almighty from Satan the Stoned 
and said, “ I will not give over what I am about, for whatso the 
Lord willeth He fulfilleth.” Accordingly, she went on singing till 
the Shaykh came up to her and kissed ground before her, saying, 
“ Well done, O Highmost of the East and the West > May the 
world be not bereaved of thee' By Allah, indeed thou art perfect 
of manners and morals, O Tohfat al Sudur” Dost thou know 
me ? ” Cried she, “ Nay, by Allah, but methinks thou art of the 
Jann.” Quoth he, " Thou sayst sooth; I am Abd al-Tawaif“ 
Ibhs, and I come to thee every night, and with me thy sister 
Kamanyah, for that she loveth thee and siveareth not but by thy 
life; and her pastime is not pleasant to her, except she come 
to thee and see thee whilst thou seest her not. As for me, I 
approach thee upon an affair, whereby thou shalt gain and rise 
to high rank with the kings of the Jann and rule them, even as 
thou rulest mankind; and to that end I "would have thee come 
with me and be present at the festival of my daughter’s w eddmg 
and the circumcision of my son^; for that the Jann are agreed 
upon the manifestation of thy command. And she answ'ered, 
“ Bismillah , in the name of the Lord.'” So she gave him the 
lute and he forewent her, till he came to the Chapel of Ease,’ and 

Ilf, Choice Gift of the Breasts, that is of hearts, the continens for the 
contentum 

2 Pron "Abiittawaif," the Father of the (Jinn-) tribes It is one of the 
Moslem Satan’s manifold names, alluding to the number of his sen ants and 
worshippers, so far agreeing with that amiable Christian doctnne, " Few shall 
be sa\ed ” 

3 Mr Pa5 ne supplies this last clause from the sequence 

4 1 f , “ let us go ” with a euphemistic formula to defend her from enl 
intiuences Ibhs uses the same word to prevent her being frightened 

5 Arab “ AI-Mustarah.” a favourite haunting place of the Jinn, like the 
Hammam and other offices for human impurity For its six names, Al-Khal.a, 
Ai-wushsh, Al-Mulawarza, AI-Kanif, Ai-Mustar.ah. and Mirhlr, see Al- 

a u 1 , chap c\x\ii , and Shirishi's commentary to Harin's Assembl> 
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IhOioUI. therein a door and a «;t.iir\vay. When Tohfnli saw 
this, her reason lied; but Ibhs rheeied her with chat. Then lie 
descended the steps and she followed him to the bottom of the 
stair, uherc she found a passage and they fared on therein till 
they eainc to a hoi-se standing, icady saddled and bridled and 
accoutred. Quoth Iblis, “ Bisniill.di, O ni) lady Tohfall 1 ” and 
he held the stirrup for her. So she inonntcd and the horse 
heaved like a waae under her, and putting forth uings soared 
upwards with her, while the Shajkh flew by her side, whereat 
she was affrighted and clung to the pommel of the saddle*; nor 
was it but an hour ere thc\' came to a fair green meadow, fresh- 
flow cred ns if the sod theicofwere a fine robe, purflcd with all 
manner bright hues. Amiddlcmost that mead was a palace 
towering high in air, wath crenelles of red gold, set with pearls 
and gems, and a two-leaved door; and about the gatcw'.ay were 
much people of the chiefs of the Jaiiii, clad in costliest clothing. 
When they saw the Sliatkh, the\ all cried out, s.ajmg, “The 
Lady Tohfah is come''' And ns soon as she reached the palace- 
gate thej' pressed forward m .1 body, and dismounting her from 
the lior.se's b.ick. earned her into the palace and fell to kissing 
her hands. When she entered, she beheld a palace whereof 
seers ne’er s,aw the like; for therein weie four halls, one facing 
other, and its walls wcie of gold and its ceilings of silver. It was 
high-builded of base, wide of sp.acc, and those who descried it 
would be posed to describe it. At the upper end of the hall stood 
a throne of red gold set with pearls and jewels, up to which led 
five steps of sihcr, and on Us right .and on its left were many 
chairs of gold and silver. Quoth Tohfah, “ The Shaykh led me 
to the cslrade and seated me on a chair of gold beside the throne, 
and o\er the d.ais was a curtain let down, gold and siUcr wrought 
and broidered with pearls and jewels.” And she w.as .ama/ed 
at that which she beheld in that pl.acc and magnified her Lord 
{evtollcd and csalted be He!) and hallowed -Him. Then the 
kings of the Jann came up to that throne and seated themselves 
thereon; and they were in the scmhlance of Adam’? sons, except¬ 
ing two of them, who appeared in the form .ind aspect of tlie 
Jann, each with one eye slit endlong and jutting horns and pro¬ 
jecting tusks.’ After this there came up a young lady, fair of 


1 Wiich, in the Hast, is liipli anti prominent whilst the cantle forms a 
back to the scat and the rider sils a.s m a baht’s chair The object is a firm 
seat when fightinR , " across countrj " it is cececdinglt dangerous 

2 In Swedentrarg’s "Arcana Coelestm" we rc.ad, "When man’s inner 
sight IS opened, which is that of his spirit, then there appear the things of 
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favour and seemly of stature, the light of'whose face outshone 
that of the waxen flambeaux, and about her vere other three 
women, than whom none fairer abode on face of earth. They 
saluted Tohfah with the salam and she rose to them and Idssed 
ground before them; wdieieupon they embraced her after return¬ 
ing her greeting’ and sat down on the chairs aforesaid. Now 
the four women wdio thus accosted Tohfah were the Pnncess 
Kaniariyah, daughter of Ixing Al-Shisban, and her sisters, and 
Kamariyah loved Tohfah with exceeding love. So, w'hen she 
came up to her, she fell to kissing and embracing her, and Shaykh 
Iblis cried, “ Fair befall the accolade ' Take me between you ” 
At this Tohfah laughed and Kamariyah said, “ O my sister, I love 
thee, and doubtless hearts have their witnesses,® for since I saw 
theel have loved thee.” Replied Tohfah, “By Allah,hearts have 
sea-hke deeps, and thou, by Allah, art dear to me and I am thy 
hand-maid.” Kamanyah thanked her for this and kissing her 
once more said, “ These be the wives of the kings of the Jann 
greet them with the salam' This is Queen Jamrah,® that is 
Queen Wakhimah, and this other is Queen Shararah, and they 
come not but for thee.” So Tohfah rose to her feet and bussed 
their hands, f nd the three queens kissed her and w'elcomed her 
and honourei her with the utmost honour. Then they brought 
trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid 
with pearls and gems; its raised rims weie of or and emerald, 
and thereon were graven* these couplets;— 

To bear provaunt assigned, • By hands noble designed. 

For the gen’rous I'm made • Not for niggardly hind! 

So eat safe all 1 hold • And praise God of mankind. 

After reading the verses they ate, and Tohfah looked at the two 
kings who had not changed shape, and said to Kamariyah, “ O 


another life which cannot be made visible to the bodily sight ” Also "Eiil 
spirits, when seen by eyes other than those of their infernal associates, present 
themselves by coi respondtnet in the beast (/era) which represents their particular 
lust and life, in aspect direful and atrocious " These are the Jinns of Northern 
Europe 

1 This exchange of salams was a sign of her being in safety 

2 Arab '■ Shawdhid," meaning that heart testifies to heart 

3 i,r, a live coal, afterwards called Zalzalah, an earthquake, see post, 
p 318 '‘'Wakhimah” = an unhealthy land, and " Shararah”=a spark 

4 I need hardly note the inscriptions upon the metal trajs sold to 
Europeans They are usually imitation words so that infidel eyes may not 
look upon the formulae of prayer, and the same is the case wuth table-cloths, 
etc , showing a fancy Tohgra or Sultanic sign-manual 
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my lady, "(shat be this feral and that oilier like unto him? By 
Allah, mine eye may not suffer the sight of them." Kamariyah 
laughed and answered, “ O my sister, that is my sire Al-Shisban 
and the other is bight Maymunthe Swordcr; and of the arrogance 
of their souls and their insolence, they consented not to change 
heir created shapes. Indeed, all of whom thou seest here arc 
lature-fashioncd like them; but on thine account they have 
ihanged favour, for fear lest thou be disquieted and for the com- 
orting of thy mind, so thou mightest become familiar w ith them 
ind be at thine case." Quoth Tohfah, “ O my lady, verily I 
:annot look at them. How frightful is this Majmun with his 
nonocul.ar face' Mine eye cannot brook the sight of him, and 
ndecd I am in .iffright of him." Kamariy.ih laughed at her speech, 
ind Tohf.ah continued, “ By Allah, O my lady, I c.annot fill my 
ijewith the Iw.ain’'" Then cried her father .‘Vl-Sliisban to her, 
‘What be this laughing?" So she bespoke him in a tongue 
lono understood but they two, and acquainted him with that 
ahich Tohfah had said; whereat he laughed a prodigious loud 
augh as it were the ro.aring thunder. Presently thej ale, and 
he t.ablcs were removed and they washed their hands; after 
.\hich Ibhs the Accursed came up to Tohfah and said to her, 
‘ O my lady, thou gladdenest the pl.ace and enlightencst and 
.mbcliisliest it with thy presence; but now' fain would these 
^ings hear somewhat of thy singing, for Night hath dispread her 
unions for dep.artiirc and there abidcth of it but a little." Quoth 
;he, “ Hcanng and obeying." So she took the lute, and touching 
ts strings with rare touch, pl.aj-cd thereon after wondrous wise, 
,0 that it seemed to those who were present as if the palace 
airged like a wave with them for the music. Then she began 
anging and chanting these couplets:— 

Folk of my faith .and o.ath, Peace with you bo 1 . Quoth je not I shall 
meet you, jou meet me ? 

I'll chide >ou softcrwiEC than breeze o’ mom, • Sweeter than spring of 
coolest clarity. 

r faith mine c>clid5 arc with tc.ars chafed sore; . My ait.als plain to 
jou some cure to see. 

My friends! Our union to disunion cliangcd • Was a> e my fear for 
’twas my certaintj. 

I’ll ’pl.ain to Allah of all ills I bore; • For pine and ye.arning miser}' 
still I dree. 


von. IX. 


1 11 , I cannot look at them long 


Y 
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The lungs of the Jann were moved to delight by that sweet sing 
mg and seemly speech and thanked Tohfah therefore; and Queen 
Kamariyah rose to her and threw her arms round her neck and 
kissed her between the eyes, saying, “ By Allah, ’tis good, O my 
sister and coolth of mine eyes and core of my heart' ” Then said 
she, “ I conjure thee by Allah, give us more of this lovely smg- 
ing"; and Tohfah answered with “To hear is to obey.” So she 
took the lute and playing thereon in a mode different from the 
former fashion, sang these couplets — 

I, oft as ever grows the pine of me, » Console my soul with hope thy 
sight to see. 

Haply shall Allah jom our parted lives, * E’en as my fortunes far from 
thee cast He 1 

Then ohl vho thrallest me b 3 ' force of love— * Seizfed by fond 
affection’s mastery, 

All hardships easy wav when thou art nigh; » And all tlie far draiis 
near when near thou be. 

Ahl be the Ruthful light to lover fond, » Lo\e-lorn, frame-ii asted, 
readj’ Death to dree 1 

Were hope of seeing thee cut off, my loved; » After tlune absence 
sleep mine eyes would flee I 

I mourn no worldly joyance, my delight » Is but to sight thee while 
tliou seest mj’ sight 

At this the accursed Ibhs was hugely pleased and thrust up 
his finger behind him,’- whilst Maymun danced and said, “ 0 
Tohfat al-Sudur, soften the sound^, for, as pleasure entereth into 
my heart, it arresteth my breath and blood.” So she took the 
lute and altermg the tune, plaj’ed a third air; then she returned to 
the first and sang these couplets:— 

The waves of jour" lo\e o’er my life have rolled ; » I sink while I see 
you all aid withhold • 

Aou have drowned my \utals in deeps of j'our lo\e, * Nor can heart 
and sprite for j'our loss be consoled 
Deem not I forget mj’ troth after you: ♦ How forget what Allah 
decreed of old * ? 

Love chugs to the lover who nights in grief, » And ’plains of unrest 
and of woes ensouled. 


a fliabohcal way of clapping his hands in applause This 
n-h Foul Fiend has an element of grotesqueness which is rather 

Chnstian than Jloslem 

„ al-Saut,” which mayalso mean either " lower th\ \oice," 

or change the air to one less touching " 

3 " A'our" for "thj ” 

4 «■ f . written on the Guarded Tablet" from all eternitj. 
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'1 he' kin”s n;ul all Uk'Sl. who wtic piescnt rejoiced m this with 
joy c-NCeodinK, and the accursed Iblis came up to Tohfah and 
kissinij her hand, said to her, “ Venh theie ahuloth hut little of 
the night; so tarry with us till the morrow, when we will apply 
ourselves to the wedding' and the circumcision."” Then ail the 
Jann went away, whereupon Tohfah 10=0 to her feet and Iblis said; 


_i Arab ".M-’Uri w'.al-Tuhur," which c.an onI> mc.an, "the wtJding 
(whicli does not drop out of the talc) and the circumcision ” 

z 1 here propose to consider at some length this cunous custom, which 
h-u. prci.-uh-d amoncsl so many width separated racts Circumcis-on w.as 
doubtless practised from ages immetnorial hj the jicoplcs of Central .\frica, 
and Weld er found tr.acc;. of it in a miimnij of the with centurv B C The 
Jews bciiTowed it from the Ucjpti.m priesthood and made it a manner of 
tncr.amenl, uncirctlmciscd ■' bi ni; = "unbapliSLd.'’ that is baslnrian.hcrctic. 
n \..as a 'cal of reconciliation a sign of .aihance between tbe Cr. ator and the 
Cho-en People a token of nationality impo ed upon the body jxjlitic Thus 
It became a cruel and odious protestation against tee brotherhood of man, and 
the cosmopolitan Romans derided (he aenne ac \cspi 1 he Jews .alio used 
the term figuiwtiiclj as the •' circumcision of fruits" (l.ci sis 23), and of the 
heart (iJciu s tfi)'; and the old law gues copious histoncal details of as 
origin and continuance Abraham was circumcised at xt m, and did 
the same for his son .and lionschold (Gen svii '.'s-zy) Tiic rite caused a 
separation bc'veen Mo^es and his wife (Psod i\ 25) It v .as siisjx.idcd 
dunnt; the Desert Wanderings and was rc.emed In Joshua (v 3-7) 

Amongst the' earl) Clirr.ti.ans opimois coiiecrning the iitc differed 
Although the rounder of Chrieli.anit) was circumcised. St I’.atil, wlto aimed 
at a cosmni'olitan faith, dreourage-d It in the pluMcal ph.ase St Augiisline 
still MUl.tined Ih.at the rue remoicd origin.a! sin despite the r.atliers who 
preC'ded and followed him, Justus, Tcrlulhan, .\mbiose and others Hut it 
gradiialH l.apsed into desuetude and was preserved onlj in the outljmg 
r.gions " Paiihts Jovtus and Munster found a pr.actisgd ai Ahjssim.a but as 
a mark of nobihtj confined to the dcsci ndants of " Nic.iiilcs,que_n of Sheba " 
'I he .kbjssimans still lollo.v the Jews m p-rforming the rile within eight davs 
aacf tile birth, and bajitisc boss after fort) .and girls after eighty da)s When 
a circumcised man became a Jew he w.as bled before three witnesses at the 
place where the prepuce h.id be'n cut off. and tins w.as called the " Blood of 
alliance" Aposl.ae Jews eflaced the sign of circumcision so in i if.at 1 16, 
ft'cmuia situ pra piitia el rcces'.cruiU a Testaincnlo Saiiclo Thus making 
prepuces w.as c.allcd b) tlie Hebrews Mesb(.okim = recutitis. and there is .an 
allusion toil i,i 1 Cor \li iS, 19. ;<») tirnnrairOat (Parrar.Paul, 11 70) St 
Jerome and others den) the possibility, but Minvbeau (.Vkropadie) relates 
how leather Conning b) hmnienls of oil, suspending weigiits, and wc.irmg the 
\irga in a b.a\ g.aiiied in 13 da) s 7J lines 'I he procc's is still practised by 
Armsiikans and other Chnstuns who, compelled to Isl.anise. wish to return 
to Christianity 1 c.annot, however, find a simikir .arlifue .applied to a circum- 
cu'-d clitoris The simplest form of circumcision is mere amputation of (he 
prepuce, and 1 h.avc noted (vol iv night ccccslv ) tli" difterence between the 
.Moslem and the Jev ish rate, the latter according to some being supposed to heal 
jn Itndher way. But the v.arictics of circumcision are immense Proliably 
none is more terrible than that pr.actiscd in the Prov ince Al-.\sir. the old Ophir, 
lying south of Al-Ilij.iz, where it is called Salih, lit = scarification The 
patient, usu.all) from ten to twelve year^ old, is placed nivon r,aised ground, 
lioidnig in right hand a spear, whose heel rests upon his foot and whose point 
shews every tremour of the nerves The tribe stands about him to pass 
judgment on his fortitude, and the barber performs tiie operation with the 
Jumbi)ah-d.agger, sharp as a razor First ho makes a shallow cut, severing 
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“ Go ye up with Tohfah to the garden for the rest of the night.’ 
So Kamanyah took her and went wth her into the garden, which 
contained all manner birds, nightingale and mocking-bird and 


only the shin across the belly immediately below the navel and similar 
incisions down each groin, then he tears off the epidermis Irom the cuts 
downwards and flays the testicles and the penis, ending'wnth amputation of 
the foreslvin Meanwhile the spear must not tremble, and m some clans the 
lad holds a dagger over the back of the stooping barber, crying, •' Cut and 
fear not!” When the ordeal is over, he exclaims, "Allaho Akbar>” and 
attempts to walk towards the tents, soon falling for pain and nen ous exhaustion, 
but the more steps he takes the more applause he gains He is dieted with 
camel’s milk, the wound is treated with salt and turmeric, and the chances in 
his favour are about ten to one No body-pile or pecten e\er grows upon the 
excoriated part, which preserves through life a livid, ashen hue Whilst 
Mohammed Ah Pasha occupied the province he forbade “ scarification" 
under pain of impalement, but it was resumed the moment he left Al-Asir 
In Africa not only is circumcision indigenous, the operation x'aries more or less 
in the different tribes In Dahome it is termed Addagwibi, and is performed 
betxveen the twelfth and twentieth year The rough operation is made 
peculiar by a double cut abo\e and below , the prepuce being treated in the 
Moslem, not the Jewish fashion (loc cit) Heated sand is applied as a styptic, 
and the patient IS dieted with ginger-soup and xxarm drinks of ginger-water, 
pork being especially forbidden The Fantis of the Gold Coast circumcise m 
sacred places, c g , at Accra on a Fetish rock nsing from the sea The peoples 
of Sennaar, Taka, Masawwah and the adjacent regions follow the Abyssinian 
custom The barbarous Bissagos and Felliips of North-Western Guinea make 
cuts on the prepuce without amputating it, while the Baqiiens and Papels 
circumcise like Moslems The blacks of Loango are all " verpm,” otherwise 
they would be rejected by the women. The Bantu or Caffre tnbes are 
circumcised between the ages of fifteen and eighteen . the "Fetish boys,” as 
we call them, are chalked white and wear only grass belts; they live outside 
the Milages in special houses under an old " medicine-man,” who teaches 
them not only \ inle arts but also to rob and fight The " man-making " may 
last fix e months, and ends in fetes and dances, the patients are washed in the 
rwer, they^ burn doxvn their quarters, take now names, and become adults, 
donning a kind of straxv thimble ov er the prepuce In Madagascar three several 
cutsaremade, causing much suffering The Polynesians circiimcisewhen child¬ 
hood ends and thus consecrate the fecundating organ to the Deity In Tahiti 
the operation is performed by the priest, and in Tonga only the pnest is 
exempt The Maories, on the other hand, fasten the prepuce over the glans, 
and the wmmen of the ^larquesas Islands haxe shewn great cruelty to ship¬ 
wrecked sailors who expose the glans Almost all the known Australian tribes 
circumcise after some fashion Bennett supposes the rite to ha\ e been 
borrowed from the Malays, while Gason enumerates the " Kurrawelhe xvonk- 
mutilations of puberty Leichhardt found circumcision 
about the Gulf of Carpentaria and in the n\er-x alleys of the Robinson and 
Macarthur others obsen ed it on the Southern Coast and among the sax’ages 
° noticed by Salvado lames Dawson tells us “ Circum- 

ciduntur pueri, etc , in W'estern Victoria Brough Smyth, who supposes the 
object IS to limit population (’), describes on the Western Coast and in 
Central Australia the •'Corrobery’’-dance and the operation performed with 
a quartz-flake Teichelmann details the nte in Southern Australia, where the 
assistants all men, women, and children being driven away—form a “ manner 
111 ® youth IS laid for circumcision He then 
eceives the normal two names, public and secret, and is initiated into the 
^ propcr for men The Australians also for Jlalthusian reasons 
produce an artificial hypospadias, while the Karens of New Guinea only split 
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nn"-do\c and cuilew,’ and other than these of all the hinds. 
Therein were all manner of fruits . its channels^ weic of gold and 
silver, and the wntci thereof, as it broke forth of its conduits, was 
hl.c the bellies of fleeing serpents, and, indeed, it was as it were 
the Garden of Eden.’ When Tohfah beheld this, she c.illed to 
mind her lord and wept sore and said, “ I beseech .\llah the Most 
Jfigh to\ ouchs ife me speedy delii erance, and return to ni}- palace 
and to iny high estate, and queendom and glory, and reunion 
w'ith my lord .and master, Al-Rashid.” Then .she walked about 
that garden and saw in its midst a dome of white marble, raised 
on columns of black te.ik whereto hung curtains purfled with 
pearls and gems. Amiddlemost this pavilion was a fount.nn, 
inl.iid with all kinds of jacinths, and theicon a golden statue of 
a man, and betiidc it a little door. She opened the door and 
found herself in a long corridor: so she followed it and entered 
a Hammani-bath walled with all kinds of costly marbles and 
floored with a mosaic of pearls and jewels. Therein were four 
cisterns of alabaster, one facing other, and the ceiling of the 
batliAtasof glass coloured with all \aiieties of colours, such as 
confounded the iinderstanding of those who have insight and 


the prepuce lotiKiuulimll> (Cosmos, p 3(15, Oct i870)‘ the iiulit;eiis of Port 
lancohi on the WcM Coist split the iirf,'.! •—renditiir ii'iqiie .nd urclhmra a 
p.arle nifcra penis lx,l\%oen the .n,;es of twelve .and foiiiti'en. sn\s C J C\rc in 
IS)3 Missionnrj bclu'trmann declares that tntj open the urethra Gason 
descrihes in the liicjcne inbe the ojicration " Kulpi.' which is jx,rformedwhen 
tin beard is Ions; cn'oiuth for tjing The member is pl.accd upfin a slab of tree 
tnrk. the urethra is incistd with a quartr-flatc mounted m a gum handle, .and 
a splinter of Inrk is inserted to feep the cut oixn CircumciMon w.is also 

I nown to the !stw World Herrera rebates that certain Mexicans cut og the 
e.ars anil prepuce of the new ly-lKirn child, causing manv to die 1 ho Jews did 
not adopt the lem.ale circumcision of I'gjpt desenhed b\ lluel on Origen — 

Circumcisio feminarum fit resectione rijs 11'/u/iJjs' (si\c chtondis) iju.as pars in 
Auslr.ahum mnherilms it.i creTit tit ferro est coeieenda " Here we have the 
normal confusion Ixitwecn excision of the nymph.i’ (usu.all> for fibukition) and 
circumcision of the clitoris Hiaicc notice, this chlondectonn among the 
Abjssini.ins Werne describes the c'Cision on the Upper White Nile, and 
J h,aie noted the coinplic.ited operation .among the Somali tubes Girls 
in Habome are- ctrciinicisid b) ancient i.igfs femmes, and a woman m the 
natural state would be derided l>> e\er)one (See my Mission to D.ahome, 

II 15,,) The Australians cut out the clitoris, and .as I have noted elsewhere 

extirpate the ox.ary for M.althusian purposes (Jouni Anthrop Inst , xol 
xiii of iSS() ..... . . 

1 Arab ■'Kajr.awfin" which is still the common n.ame for curlew, the 
luewit and ploxcr being called (onom.atopoeticallj) " Bib.at " and in M.arocco 
Y'ahudi, certain impious Jews haimg been turned nito the Vaiiellus Cristatus 
whicli still we.ars the black skull-cap of the Hebrews 

2 .\r.ab "Saw.'iki," the leats which irrig.ate the ground and are opened 
and closed with the fool 

3 'Ihc eighth (m altitude) of the many-storied Heaxens 
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amazed the wit of every vight. Tolifah entered the bath, after 
she had doffed her dress, and behold the Hainmain-basin was 
overlaid vith gold set with pearls and red balasses and green 
emeralds, and other jewels* so she extolled Allah Almightj 
and hallowed Him for the magnificence of that which she 
saw of the appointments of that bath. Then she made her 
Wuzu-ablution in that basin and pronouncing the Prohibition,* 
prayed the dawn-prayer and what else had escaped her of onsons-; 
after which she went out and walked in that garden among 
jessamine and lavender and roses and chamomile and gillyflow ers 
and thyme and idolets and basil royal, till she came to the door of 
the panlion aforesaid. There she sat down, pondering that which 
would betide Al-Rashid after hei, when he should come to her 
apartment and find her not; and she plunged into the sea of her 
solicitude, till slumber overtook her and soon she slept. Presently 
she felt a breath upon her face , whereupon she awoke and found 
Queen Kamanyah Inssing her, and with her her three sisters, 
Queen Jamrah, Queen W’akhimah and Queen Shararah. So she 
arose and kissed their hands and rejoiced in them with the utmost 
joy, and they ceased not, she and they, to talk and converse, what 
while she related to them her history, from the time of her 
purchase by the hlaghrabi to that of her coming to the quarters 
of the slave-dealer, where she besought Ishak al-Nadim to buy 
her,’ and how she won union w'lth Al-Rashid, till the moment 
when Ibhs came to her and brought her to them. They gave 
not o\ er talking till the sun declined and 3'ellowed and the hour of 
Its setting drew near and the day departed, whereupon Tohfah 
was urgent in supplication ‘ to Allah Almightj*, on the occasion of 
the sundown-prayer, that he would reunite her with her lord 
Al-Rashid. After this, she abode w*ith the four queens, till thej* 


1 Arab ‘' Ihramat li al-Salati r . she pronounced the forrnula of Intention 
(Niyal) v.uhout which prajer is not \ahd, ending with Allaho Akbar=.\l!ah 
IS All-great Thus she had clothed herself, as it were, in prajer. and had 
retired from the world pro temp 

2 : r , the prajers of the last da) and night which she had neglected while 
in company with the jinns The Hammam is not a pure place to pra> in, 
but the Farz or Koranic onsons should be recited there if the legal term be 
hard upon its end 

3 Slaies. male as well as female, are as fond of talking over their sale as 
European dames enjoy looking back upon the details of courtship and marriage 

4 Arab Du‘a,"=supplication. prayer, as opposed to " Salat ■'=diune 
worship, "prayers" For the technical meaning of the latter see \ol 111 
night cchs I have objected to Mr Redhouse s distinction without a 
difference between Moslems worship and praier \oluntarj pray ers are not 
prohibited to them, and their praises of the Lord, are mingled, as amongst al! 
worshippers, with petitions 
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arose and entered the palace, where she found the w.wcn tapers 
lit and ranged in candlesticks of gold and silver, and censing 
\ cssels of sih cr and gold filled w ith lign-aloes and ambcrgi is, and 
there were the kings of the Jann sitting So she saluted them 
avilh the salam, kissing the cartli liefore them and doing them 
service; and they rejoiced in her and in her sight. Then she 
ascended the estradc and sat down upon her chair, w hilst King 
Al-Shisban and King Al-Muyfir* and Queen Luluah* and othei 
kings of the Jann s.il on chairs, and they brought choice tables, 
spread wath all manner meats befitting royalties. They .ate their 
fill; after which the t.ablcs were removed and Ihev w ashed their 
hands and wiped them with napkins. Then they brought the 
wine service .and set on t.asses and cups and ll.agons and be.akers 
of gold .and silver and bowls of ciystal and gold ; and the}* poured 
out the wines and they filled the ll.agons. Then Ihhs took the 
bowl and signed to Tobfah to sing; and she said, “ To heai is to 
obey 1 ” So she bent the lute in li.ind and tuning it, sang these 
couplets:— 

Drink wine, O yc lovers, I rede yon .alw.\y, • Ami praise his worth who 
loves night and day, 

’Mid the nivrtlc, narcissus and lavender, . And the scented heibs that 
bedeck the tray. 

So Iblis the Damned drank and s.aid, “ Brava, 0 desire of hearts 1 
But thou owest me still another aria,” Then he filled the cup 
and .signed to her to sing. Quoth she, “ He.arkening and 
obedience,” and chanted these couplets.— 

Yc wot, I am whelmed in dcsp.air and dcspight, • Yc dight me blight 
that dehglits v our sight: 

Your wonc is belvvccn inv unrest .and inj ejes, . Nor tears to melt 
}ou, nor sighs have might. 

How oft sh.dl I sue you for justice, and joii • With a pining death m\ 
de.ar lo\ c requite ’ 

But jour harshness is duly, >our fanicss nc.ar, . Your hate is Union, 
}oui wralli IS delight: 

Take jour fill of repro.icli as you will: you claim • .All my heart, and 
I reck not of safety or blame 

All present were delighted, and the sitting-chamber was moved 
like a w.avc with mirth, .and Iblis said, “ Brava, O Tohfat 
al-Sudur 1 ” Then they left not liquor-bibbing .and rejoicing and 
m.aking merry and tambourining and piping till the night waned 


I Al-Muzlir-=the Twister, ZafSir al-jmn = Adiantum c.apillus venens 
Uuluah='Lhe Pearl, or Wild Ilcifer, see vol vu. night dccccUi 
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and the dawn waxed near ; and indeed exceeding delight entered 
into them. The most of them in mirth was the Shaykh Ibhs, and 
for the stress of that which befell him of joyance, he doffed all that 
was on him of coloured clothes and cast them over Tohfah, and 
among the rest a robe broidered Avith jewels and jacinths worth 
ten thousand dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced, and 
thrust up his finger behind him, and bending his beard in hand, 
said to her, “ Sing about this beard and endeavour after mirth 
and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for this.” So she 
improvised and sang these couplets :— 

Barbe of the olden, the one-eyed goat 1 » What words shall thy foulness 
o’ deed denote ? 

Be not of our praises so pompous-proud • Thy worth for a dock-tail 
dog’s I wot 

By Allah, to-morrow shall see me drub ♦ Thy nape with a cow-hide' 
and dust thy coat! 

All those present laughed at her mockery of Iblis and wondered 
at the wittiness of her visnomy^ and her readiness in versifying, 
whilst the Shaykh himself rejoiced and said to her, “ 0 Tohfat 
al-Sudur, verily, the night be gone; so arise and rest thySelf 
ere the day, and to-morrow there shall be naught save weal." 
Then all the kings of the Jinn departed, together with those who 
were present of guards, and Tohfah abode alone, pondering the 
case of Al-Rashid, and bethinking her of how it went with him 
after her going, and of what had betided him for her loss, till 
the dawn lightened, when she arose and walked about the palace. 
Suddenly she saw a handsome door, so she opened it and found 
herself in a flower-garden finer than the first—ne’er saw .eyes 
of seer a fairer than it When she beheld this garth, she was 
moved to delight, and she called to mind her lord Al-Rashid and 
wept with sore weeping and cried, “I crave of' the bounty 
of Allah Almighty that my return to him and to my palace 
and to my home may be nearhand ’ ” Then she walked about 
the parterres till she came to a pawhon, high-builded of base 
and wide of space, never espied mortal nor heard of a grander 
than it. So she entered and found herself in a long corridor, 
which led to a Hammam goodlier than that aforetime described, 
and its cisterns were full of rose-water mingled with musk. Quoth 

1 Arab ** Bi jildi 'l-bakar " I hope that captious critics will not find 
fault with my rendering, as they did in the case of Fals ahmar=ared cent, 
lol 1 night xx\i 

2 Arab " Farasah ”=lit knowing a horse Arabia abounds in tales 
Illustrating abnormal powers of observation I have noted this in vol vu 
night dccciwvu 
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1 ohf.ih, "E\tolIod be Allah! Indeed, tins' is none other than a 
mighty gie.it king.” Then she pulled off her clothes and ivashed 
her body and made her Glnisl-ablution of the whole person- and 
prayed that which was due from her of prayer fiom the evening 
of the prc\ 1011s da\When the sun rose upon the g.itc of the 
garden .and she saw the wonders thereof, with that which was 
therein of .all manner blooms and streams, and heard the voices 
of Its birds, she marvelled at what she beheld of the r.aieness of 
its ordinance and the beauty of its disposition, and s.it musing 
over the case of Al-Eashid and pondering wh.it was come of him 
after her. Her tears coursed down her cheeks, and the rephyi 
blew on her; so she slept and knew- no more till .she suddenly 
felt a breath on her .sidc-f.icc, whcre.it she awoke in a fright and 
found Queen Kamariyah kissing her, and she was .accomp.inicd 
by her sisters, who said, “ Rise, for the sun hath set.” So 
Tol'.f.di arose and ni.aking the Wuzu-ablution, pr.iycd her due of 
prayers' and accompanied the foui queens to the pal.ice, where 
she sasv the w.i,\ c.mdlcs lighted and the Icings sitting Slie 
saluted them with the snl.un and se.ited herself upon her couch ; 
and behold, King Al-Shisban had shifted his semblance, for .all 
the pride of his soul. Then came up Ibhs (whom .Ml.ih damn ') 
and Tohf.di rose to him and kissed his li.inds. lie akso kissed 
her hand and bles'^ed her and asked, ‘‘ How deemest thou ^ Is 
not this place pleasant, for .all its dcseiledness and desolation ?” 
.Answered she, “None m.iy be dc.sol.ite in thi.s place”; and he 
cried, “ Know that this is a site whose soil no mortal d.are tread”; 
but she rejoined, “ I have dared and trodden it, and this is one of 
thy many favours." Then they brought tables and dishes and 
viands and fruits and sweetmeats and other matters, whose 
description p.asseth powers of mortal man, and they .ite their 
sufficiency; aftei which the tables were removed and the desseit- 
tr.ays and platters set on, and they ranged the bottles and flagons 
and vessels and phials, together with all manner fruits and sweet- 
scented flow'ds. The first to raise the bowl was Ibhs the 

Accursed, who said, “ O Tohfat al-Sudur, sing ov er my cup.” 
So she took the lute and touching it, carolled these couplets .— 
Wake ye, Ho sleepers .all! and t.akc your joy • Of Time, .and boons he 
deigntd to bestow; 


Ilf, the owner of this p.atace 

2 She made the Gliusl not because she had had connection with a man. 
bill bec.ause tlic impurity of Satan's presence called for tlie major ablution 

before prayer , , „ , r , 

3 I f , she conjoined tlic pr.ayers of niRlitfall with lliosc of d.awn 

4 I f, those of mid-day, mid-afternoon .and sunset 
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Then hail the Winc-bndc, dram the wine-ptisanc • Which poured from 
flagon, flows with flaming glow; 

O Cup-boy, serj'e the wine, bring round the red^ • Whose draught 
gives all we hope for here below • 

What’s worldly pleasure save my lady’s face, • Draughts of pure wine 
and song of inusico ? 

So Iblis drained his bowl and, when he had made nn end of his 
draught, waved his hand to Tohfah; then, throwing off that 
which was upon him of clothes, delivered them to her. The suit 
would have brought ten thousand dinars, and with it was a tray 
full of jewels worth a mint of money. Presently he filled again 
and gave the cup to his son Al-Shisban, who took it from his 
hand and kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now there 
was before him a tray of roses; so he said to her, “ O Tohfah, 
sing thou somewhat upon these loses.” She replied, “ Hearken¬ 
ing and obedience,” and chanted these two couplets;— 

It proves my price o’er all the flowers that I • Seek you each year, yet 
stay but little stound: 

And high my vaunt I’m dy^d by my lord » Whom Allah made the best 
e’er trod on ground - 

So AbShisban drank of!' the cup m his turn and said, “Brava, 
O desire of hearts' ” and he bestowed on her that was upon him, 
to wit, a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with great unions and 
rubies and purfled with precious gems, and a tray wherein were 
fifty thousand dinars Then Maymun the Sworder took the cup 
and began gazing intently upon Tohfah. Noiv there was in his 
hand a pomegranate-flower and he said to her, “ Sing thou some- 
W’hat, O queen of mankind and Jinn-kind upon this pomegranate- 
flower , for indeed thou hast dominion over all hearts." Quoth 
she, “To hear is to obey”; and she improvised and sang these 
couplets:— 

Breathes sweet the zephyr on fair parterre; • Robing lute in the 
flamings that fell from air: 

And moaned from the boughs with its cooing rhyme » Voice of ring- 
do\ es, plaining their love and care: 

The branch dresses in suit of fine sendal green • And in wine-hues . 
borrow ed from bloom Giilnare.® 


- TJ?* 1'^"® preferred for the monimg draught 

ofterTillnflos delighted in women and perfumes Persian poetry 

Often alludes to the rose which, before white, was dj ed red by h.s siveat 

dccxl-uA Sfr of Julnar-Bjron's "Gulnare "-see vol v flight 

PersmT-irol 'ts ongm. Gul (Arab Jnl) m 

. and Anar, a pomegranate, which in Arabic becomes N5r=Cre 
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Mavnnin the Swnrckr diainecl his bowl aiul said to her, “Brava, 
O peifcction of qualities'” Then he signed to her and was 
absent awhile, after which he leturned and with him a traj of 
jewels woith an hundred thou'-and ducats, winch he ga\e to 
Tohfah. Tiicieupon Kamaruah arose and bade her sia\e-girl 
open the clO'Ct behind the Songstress, wherein she laid all that 
wealth; and coiniuitted the key to her, sa\ing, “Whatso of 
riches cometh to thee, laj tliou in this closet that is by thy side, 
and after the festivities, it shall be borne to thy palace on the heads 
of the Jinn.” Tolifah kissed her hand, and another king, by' 
name Munir,' look the bowl and filling it, said to her, “0 feily 
F.nr, sing to me over my bowl somewhat upon the jasmine.” 
She replied with, “ Mearkening and obedience,” and improvised 
these couplets;— 

’Twere .as thougli the J.isinine (when self she enrobes • On hei boughs) 
doth displaj to iii\ wondirini; eyne; 

In sky of green Ix'iy I, winch Beauty cne'lothcs • Star-groups like studs 
of the sihem mine. 

Munir drank off his cup and ordered her eight hundred thousand 
din.irs, avhereat Kamariyali rejoiced and nsing to her feel, kissed 
Tohfah on her face and said to her, “Be the woild no\tr 
bereaved of thee, 0 thou who lordcst it over the hearts of Jitiii- 
kind and mankind' ” Then she returned to her place, and the 
Shaykh Bills arose and danced, liH all present were confounded; 
after which the Accursed .s.iid, “ Verily, thou embellishest my 
fcstnit'os, O thou who comniandest men and Jinn and rejoicest 
their lie.irts with Diy loveliness and the be.auty- of thy faithfulness 
to thy lord. All that thy hands possess shall be borne to thee in 
tby palace and placet! at thy scr%'icc; but now the dawn is near- 
band ; so do thou rise and rest thee according to thy custom.” 
Tobf.ih turned and found with her none of the Jmn ; .so she Jaid 
her he.ad on the floor and slept till she had gotten hei repose; 
after which she arose and, bel.aking herself to the lakelet, made 
the Wu/u-ahlution and prayed. Then she sat beside the water 
awhile and meditated the matter of lier lord Al-Kasbid, and that 
which had betided him after her loss and wept with .sore weeping. 
Presenliy, she heard a blowing behind her’’; so she turned ,ind 


1 If," the brilliant," the enlightened 

2 I f., the moral beauty. 

3 A plicnomenon wolf known to spiriiualists and to "The Hou'ie and the 
Haunter" An old Dutch factory near Uungan.an I'lume is famed for this 
mode of "obsession ' the inmates hear the sound of fooifaKs, etc, behind 
tiiem, especially upon ihe stairs, and see nothing 
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behold, a Head without a body and A\ith eyes sht endlong’ it was 
of the bigness of an elephant’s skull and bigger, and had a mouth 
as it were an oven and projecting canines as they were grapnels, 
and hair which trailed upon the ground So Tohfah cried, “ I 
take refuge with Allah from Satan the Stoned ' ” and recited the 
Two Preventives^, what ^\hlle the Plead drew near her and said, 
“Peace be with thee, O Princess of Jinn and men and union- 
pearl of her age and her time * Allah continue thee on life, for all 
the lapsing of the days, and reunite thee with thy lord the Iinam“' ” 
She replied, “And upon lliec be Peace, O thou whose like I have 
not seen among the Jann' ’’ Quoth the Plead, “ We are a folk 
who nia}' not change their favours and we are liight Ghiils 
mortals summon us to their presence, but we cannot present 
ourselves before them without leave. As for me, I have gotten 
leave of the Shaykh Abu al-Tawaif to appear before thee, and I 
desire of thy favour that thou sing me a song, so I may go to thy 
palace and question its Haunters’ concerning the plight of thy 
lord after thee and return to thee , and laiow% O Tohfat al-Sudur, 
that between thee and thy lord be a distance of fifty years’ 
journey for the hona-fide traveller.” She rejoined, “ Indeed, thou 
gneiest me anent him between -whom and me is fifty } ears’ 
journey ”, but the Head^ cried to her, “ Be of good cheer and of 
eyes cool and clear, for the sovrans of the Jann will restore thee 
to him in less than the twinkling of an eye.” Quoth she, “ I 
will sing thee an hundied songs, so thou W’llt bring me news of 
my lord and that which betided him after me.” And quoth 
the Head, “ Do thou favour me and sing me a song, so 
I may go to thy lord and fetch thee tidings of him, for that 1 
desire, before I go, to heai thy voice, so haply my thirst’ may 
be quenched ” So she took the lute and tuning it sang these 
couplets — 


I The t\\ o short Koranic chapters. The Daj break (c\m ) and The Men 
(c\i\ and last) e\identlj so called Irom thewords winch occur in both (lersets 
1 , I take refuge with ") These •• Ma’uzatdni," as thej are called, .arerecited 
as talismans or pre\ enti\ es against evil, and are w orn as amulets inscribed on 
parchment, thej are also often used in the five canonical praj ers I have 
translated them m \ ol in night clvxvi 

a The antistes or fugleman at praj er who leads off the orisons of the con¬ 
gregation . and applied to the Caliph as the head of the faith Seetol n 
night Kwi and vol in night ccLwv 

3 .-krab '* Ummar," i r , the jinn, the " spiritual creatures’* which walk 
this earth, and other non-humans who occupy it 

4 A parallel to thts bodiless Head is the Giant Face, w Inch appears to 
traiellers (who expect it) in the Lower Vallei of the Indus See Smd 
Re-\isited, 11 155 

5 Arab “Ghahli" 


= my j earning 
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Thi 7ah oj l/sc Damstl Tohfat al-Ktthib 

1 hey have inarchctl, jet no empty stead left they ♦ Tliey are gone, nor 
iicart grieves me that fled be tlioy; 

Ml heart forebode the bcroar.il of friends: . Allah ne’er berca\ e steads 
nhertfrom sped he thcj-l 

Though thev liitl the stations where led ncrc they, » I'll follow till stars 
fall in disarraj'! 

Ye slumlwr, but wale chall ne'er fly these lids; • ’Tis 1 boar what je 
never bore—wclbav ay ! 

It had irked them not to farewell who fates « With the parting fires 
that my heart w aj lay. 

M>‘ fnends," jour meeting to me is much • But more is the patting 
befell Its tway: 

You’re my heart's delight, or j-ou present be » Or absent, with jou is 
nij’ boiil for aj c 1 

Thereupon the Head wept c\cccding sore and cried, “Oniy ladj, 
indeed thou hast solaced my heart, and 1 have naught hut my 
life; so'take it.” She replied, “Nay, an I but knew that thou 
wouldst bring me news of my lord Al-Rasliid, 'twcrc fattier to me 
than the reign of tlie world”; and the Head answered her, “It 
shall be done as thou dcsirest.” Then it disappeared, and return¬ 
ing to her at the last of the night, said, “ 0 my lady, know that 1 
liave been to thy palace and have questioned one of its Haunters 
of the case of the Commander of the Faithful, and that which 
iiefell him after thee, and he said —When the Prince of True 
]jelie\ers came to Tohfah's apartment and found lier not and saw 
no sign of her, lie buffeted hts face and head and rent his raiment. 
Now there was in thy chamber the Castrate, the chief of thy 
household, and the Caliph cned out at him, saying;—Bring me 
Ja’afar the Bariiiaki and his father and brother at this very 
moment! The Eunuch went out, bewildered in his wit for fear 
of tlie King, and when he stood in presence of Ja'afar he said to 
him. Come to the Commander of the Faithful, thou and thj 
father and thy brother. So they arose in haste .and betaking 
themselves to the picsencc, said, O Prince of True Believers, 
what may be the matter? Quoth he, There is a matter which 
passeth description. Know tliat I locked the door and, taking 
the key with me, betook myself to niy uncle’s daughter, with 
whom I lay the night, but, when I arose in the morning and 
came and opened the door, I found no sign of Tolifah. Quoth 
Ja’afar.—O Commander of the Faithful have patience, for that 
the damsel hath been snatched away, and needs must she return, 
seeing that she took the lute with her, and ’tis her own lute 


I Arab AhbSbu-nS.” plur, for singular ~ mj belo.ed 
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Tlie Jinns have assuredly earned her off, and we trust in Allah 
Almighty that she will return. Cried the Caliph .—This^ is a 
thing which may nowise be ' And he abode in her apartment, nor 
eating nor drinking, while the Barmecides besought him to fare 
forth to the folk; and he weepeth and tarneth on such fashion 
till she shall return. This, then, is that which hath betided him 
aftei thee.” When Tohfah heard ins words, they v ere grievous 
to her and she wept vith sore weeping; whereupon quoth the 
Head to her, “ The relief of i\Jlah the IMost High is nearhand , 
but now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.” So she took the 
lute and sang three songs, weeping the while. The Head ex¬ 
claimed, “ By Allah, thou hast been bountiful to me, the Lord 
be with thee'” Then it disappeared and the season of sundown 
came • so she rose and betook herself to her place in the hall; 
whereupon behold, the candles sprang up from under the earth 
and kindled themselves Then the kings of the Jann appeared 
and saluted her and kissed her hands and she greeted them vnth 
the salam. Presently appeared Kainariyah and her three sisters, 
and saluted Tohfah and sat down; whereupon the tables were 
brought and they ate; and when the tables were removed there 
came the vane-tray and the dnnkmg-service. So Tohfah took 
the lute, and one of the three queens filled the cup and signed to 
the Songstress. Now she had in her hand a violet, so Tohfah 
improxased these couplets:— 

I’m clad in a leaf-cloak of green ; • In an honour-robe ultramarine: 

I’m a wee thing of loielicst mien • But all flowers as my lassalsare 
seen: 

An Rose title her “ Mom-pride,” I ween • Nor before me nor after she’s 
Queen. 

The queen drank off her cup and bestowed on Tohfah a dress 
of cloth-of-pearl, fringed vnth led rubies, worth twenty thousand 
ducats, and a tray whereon were ten thousand sequms. All this 
while Maymun’s eye was upon her, and presently he said to her, 
“ Harkye, Tohfah! sing to me.” But Queen Zalzalah cned 
out at him, and said “ Desist,® O Maymun. Thou sufferest not 
Tohfah to pay heed to us ” Quoth he, “ I will have her sing to 
me” : and many words passed between them and Queen Zalzalah 
cried aloud at him Then she shook and became lilre unto the 
Jinns, and taking in her hand a mace of stone, said' to him, “Fie 


1 I f , her return 

2 Arab “ Arja’ " lit return * but here meaning to stop It is much used 
^ donkej-bojs from Cairo to Fez m the sense of "Get out of the way 
Hence the Spamsh arre' which gave nse to amero = a carrier,-a muleteer 
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upon thoc ! Whal art tliou that thou ahouldst bespeak us thus ^ 
By Allah, but for the lespcct due lo kings and my fear of troubling 
the session and Ihefcstnal and the mind of the Sha 3 lvh Iblis, 1 
would assuredly beat the follj’ out of thy head! ” When Ma) imui 
heard the«c her a\ords, he rose, with the fire shooting from his 
eyes, and said, “ O daughter of Inilak, what .irt thou that thou 
• shouldst outiage me with the like of this talk’” Replied she, 
“ Woe to thee, O dog of the Jinn, knowest thou not thy place ? ” 
So sajing, she ran at him, and oflered to stnke him with the 
mace, but the Shaykh Ibhs arose and casting his turband on tlie 
ground, cned, “ Out on thee, O Maymun! Thou dost always 
witli iis on this w isc Wheresoea ci thou art present, thou troiiblcst 
our pleasure 1 Canst thou not hold thy peace until thou go forth 
of the festiv.d, and this bride-feast be accomplished ? When the 
circumcision is at an end and ye all leturii to j’oiir dwellings, then 
do as thou wiliest. Fic upon thee, O Maymun • Wottest thou not 
th it Imlak is of the cliiefs of the Jinn ’ But for my good name, 
thou shouldst ha\c seen what would have hetidcd thee of humilia¬ 
tion and thastiserneiit; yet on .iccoiint of the festival none may 
spe.ik. Indeed thou c\ceedest: dost thou not ken that hei sister 
Wakhimah is doughtier' than any of the Jann’ Learn to know 
tliyself: ha.st thou no regard for thj' life?” So Majniiin was 
silent and Ihlis turned to Tohfah and said to her, “ Sing to the 
kings of tlie Jams this day and to-night until the morrow, when 
the boj' will be ciicumcised and each shall rcliirn to Ins own 
place." Accordingly she took the lute, and Kamariyah said to 
her (now she had a citron in hand), “ O my sister, sing to me 
somewhat on this citron." Tohf.ih replied, “ To hear is to obey,” 
and improvising, sang these couplets •— 

I’m a dome of fine gold and right cunningly dight; • And my sweetness 
of \ onth gladdcth ever}’ sight • 

My wine is eser the drink of kings • And I’m fittest gift to the friendliest 
sprite. 

At this Queen Kamarij'ah rejoiced with joy exceeding and 
drained her cup, crying, “ Brava ' O thfau choice Gift of hearts ' ” 
Furthermore, she look off a sleeved robe of blue brocade, fringed 
w ith red rubies, and a necklace of white jewels, worth an hundred 
thousand duc.its, and gave them to Tohfah. Then she passed 
the cup to her sister Zalzalah, who lient m her hand herb basil, 
and she said to Tohfah, “ Sing to me somewhat on this basil." 


I Arab ■•Afra.s,"ht = a belter horseman. 
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She replied, “ Hearing and obeying,” and improvised and sang 
these couplets.— 

I’m the Queen of herbs in the stance of wine ♦ And in Heaven Na’im 
are my name and sign . 

And the best are promised, in garth of Khuld, * Repose sweet scents 
and the peace divine': 

What prires then with my piicc shall vie ? » What rank even mine, 
in all mortal’s eyuc ? 

Thereat Queen Zalzalah rejoiced with joy exceeding, and bidding 
her treasuress bung a basket, wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets 
and the same number of earrings, all of gold, crusted with jewels 
of price, whose like nor mankind nor Jiiin-kmd possessed, and an 
hundred robes of van-colouied brocades and an hundred thousand 
ducats, gave the whole to Tohfah. Then she passed the cup to 
her sister Shararah, who had in her hand a stalk of narcissus; so 
she took it from her and turning to the Songstress, said to her, 
“ O Tohfah, sing to me somewhat on this.” She replied, 
“ Hearkening and obedience,” and improvised these couplets:— 

With tlic sniaragd wand doth my form compare; . ’Mid the finest 
flowers my worth’s rarest rare: 

My eyes are likened to Beauty’s cyne, • And my gaze is still on the 
bright parterre. 

When she had made an end of her song, Shararah was moved to 
delight exceeding and, dunking off her cup, said to her, “Brava, 
O thou choice Gift of hearts! ” Then she ordered her an hundred 
dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand ducats, and passed 
the cup to Queen Wakhimah. Now she had in her hand some¬ 
what of Nu’uman’s bloom, the anemone; so she took the cup 
from her sister and turning to the Songstress, said to her, “0 
Tohfah, sing to me on this.” Quoth she, “ I hear and I obey,” 
and improvised these couplets — 

I’m a dye ivas dj'cd by the Ruthful’s might; • And all confess me the 
goodliest sight: 

I began in the dust and the clay, but now . On the cheeks of fair 
women I rank by right 

Therewith Wakhimah rejoiced uith joy exceeding and, drinking 
off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Roumf brocade and a 
tray wherein were thirty thousand ducats. Then she gave the 
cup to Queen Shu’a’ah,= Regent of the Fourth Sea, who took 

1 A. somewhat crippled quotation from Koran Ivi 87-88 "Asfor him "ho 

is of those brought near unto Aliah, there shall be for him easance and basil 
and a Garden of Delights (Na’im) ” 

2 t f , Queen Sunbeam 
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it and said, " O iny lady Tohfah, snip to inc on the gillyflower." 
She replied, “Hearing and obeying,” and inipro\ised these 
couplets:— 

The time of my presence ne'er draws to .a close, . Amid all uhosc 
jojance with mirth o'orflows ; 

When topers gather to sit .at wine • Or in nightU shade or when 
morning show s, 

I filch from the flagon to fill the bowls . i\nd the crjst.al enp where the 
wine hcniii glows. 

Queen Shu’a’ah rejoiced with joy exceeding and, emptying her 
cup, g.a\e Tohfah an hundred thous.and ducats. Then up spr.ang 
Iblis (whom .\llah curse ') and cried, “ Verily, the dawn 
lightcnelh ” whereupon the folk arose and disappeared, all of 
them, and there abode not one of them saae the Songstress, who 
went forth to the garden and, entering the Hainmam, made her 
Wuzu-ablutions and pr.aycd whatso lacked her of pr.ayers. Then 
she sat dow n and w hen the sun rose, behold, there came up to 
her near an hundred thousand green birds, which filled the 
branches of the trees with their multitudes, and thej’ warbled in 
various \oices, whilst Tohfah marvelled at their fashion. Sud¬ 
denly appeared eunuchs, bearing a throne of gold, studded with 
pearls and gems and jacinths, both white .ind red, and having 
four steps of gold, together with many carpets of sendal and 
brocade and Coptic cloth of silk sprigged with gold; and all 
these they spread in the centre of the gaiden, and, setting up 
the thione thereon, perfumed the pl.ice with virgin musk, Nadd' 
and ambergris. After that there came a queen; never saw 
e^es a fairer than she nor than her qualities; slie w.as robed 
in rich raiment, broidercd with pearls and gems, and on her 
head was a crown set with vanous kinds of unions and jewels. 
About her were five hundred slave-girls, high-bosoiiied maids, as 
they were moons, screening her, right and left, and she among 
them like the moon on the night of its full, for th.at she was the 
most worthy of them in m.ajesty and dignity. She ceased not 
walking till she came to Tohfah, whom she found ga/ing on her 
in amareincnt, and when the Songstress saw her turn to her, she 
rose to her, standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed 
ground between her hands. The queen rejoiced in her and 
putting out her hand to her, drew her to herself and seated her by 
her side on the couch; wheicupon the Songsticss kissed her 
hands, and the queen said to her, “ Know, O Tohfah, that all 

I Sec vol I ni;;}it vxv for this compound perfume winch contains musl,. 
ambergris, and other essences 
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which thou treadest of these carpets belongeth not to any of the 
Jinn, W'ho may never tread them wathout thy leave,' for that I am 
the queen of them all and the Shaykh Abu al-Taw'aif Iblis sought 
my permission to hold festival® and prayed me urgently to be 
present at the circumcision of his son. So I despatched to him, 
in my stead, a slave-girl of my slave-girls, namely, Shu’a’ah, Queen 
of the Fourth Sea, wdio is vice-reine of my reign. When she wrs 
present at the w edding and saw thee and heard thy singing, she 
sent to me, informing me of thee and setting forth to me thy 
grace and amiability, and the beauty of thy breeding and thy 
courtesy.® So I am come to thee, for that which I have heard of 
thy charms, and hereby I do thee a mighty great fa\our in the 
eyes of all the Jann.® ’’ Thereupon Tohfah arose and kissed the 
earth, and the queen thanked her for this and bade her sit. So 
she sat down and the queen called for food; w’hen they brought a 
table of gold, mlaid wdth pearls and jacinths and jewels and bear¬ 
ing kinds manifold of birds and idands of various hues, and the 
queen said, “ 0 Tohfah, in the name of Allah! Let us eat bread 
and salt together, I and thou.” Accordingly the Songstress came 
forw’ard and ate of those meats, and found therein somewhat the 
like w'hereof she had never eaten; no, nor aught more delidous 
than it, while the slave-girls stood around the table, as the w’hite 
compasseth the black of the eye, and she sat conversing and 
laughing with the queen. Then said the lady, “ O my sister, a 
slave-girl told me of thee that thou saidst;—How loathly is what 
yonder Jinni Maymun eateth'!” Tohfah replied, ‘‘By Allah, 0 
my lady, I have not any eye that can look at him,' and indeed I 
am fearful of him.” "When the queen heard this, she laughed till 
she feU backwards and said, “ O my sister, by the might of the 
graimg upon the seal-ring of Solomon, prophet of Allah, I 
am queen over all the Jann, and none dare so much as cast 
on thee a glance of the eye”; whereat Tohfah kissed her 
hand. Then the tables were removed and the twain sat taik- 
ing. Presently up came the kmgs of the jinn &om every side, 
and kissed ground before the queen and stood in her service, 
and she thanked them for this, but moved not for one of 

lean hardly see the sequence of this or what the carpets bare to do 

2 Here, as before, some insertion has been found necessarj 

3 Arab *• Dukhulak ” lit = thj entering, entrance, becom.rg familiar 

^ 1 shall be to thee great honour o\ er all the jmn _ 

3 -llr I^yne thus amends the te.\t, "How loathly is yonder Genie 
.ueimoun i There is no eating (in his presence); referring bach to p soj 

6 «^" r cannot bear to see hiia 1 ■' 
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tlicm. Then appeared the ShajKh Abu al-Tar\aif Ibiis (Allah 
curse him') and hisbcd the earth before her, saying, “ O my 
lady, may I not be bereft of these stepsM” She replied, “O 
Shaykh Abu al-Tawaif, it beho\cth thee to thank the bounty 
of the Lady Tuhfah, r\ho rvas the cause of my coming." 
Rejoined he, “ Thou sayesl sooth,” and Kissed ground. Then 
the queen fared on towards the p.al.ace, and there arose and 
alighted upon the trees an hundred thousand birds of manifold 
hues The Songstress asked, " How many are these birds ? " and 
Queen Wakhmiah answered her, “ Know’, O my sister, that this 
queen is hight Queen al-Shahb.i" and that she is queen over all 
the Jann from East to West. These birds thou secst are of her host, 
and unless they appear in this shape, earth would not be wide 
enough for them. Indeed, they c.amc foith with her and arc pre¬ 
sent witli her presence at this circumcision. She will give thee 
after the measure of that which hath been given to thee from the 
fust of the festiv.al to the last thereof’; and indeed she honoiireth 
us .all with her presence." Then the queen entered the palace and 
sat down on the couch of the circumcision’ at the upper end of 
the hall, whereupon Tohfah took the lute .and pressing it to her 
breast, touched its stnngs suchwisc that the wits of all present 
weie bewildered, and ShayKh Ibhs cried to her, “O my lady 
Tohfah, 1 conjure thee, by the life of this noble queen, sing for me 
and pr.usQ thysdf and cross me not." Quoth she, “ To hc.ar is to 
obey; still, but for thine adjuration, 1 had not done this. Say me, 
doth an^ praise himself ? Wh.at manner thing is this ? " Then 
she improvised these couplets.— 

In .all Rtes I’m Choice Gift’ to the nunstrul-race , 

I'lilk .attest iny worth, rank and my pride of place, 

\\ lulu Fame, merit and pr.aiscs with honour engr.aco. 

Her aerses pleased the kings of the J.ann and they cried, “By 
Allah, thou sayst sooth ! " Then she rose to her feet, hending lute 
in hand, and pKiyed and sang, whilst the Jinns .and the Sh.ajkh 
.\bu al-Tawaiif danced. Presently the Father of the Tribes came 
up to her bussing her bosom, and gave her a Br.dimaiii'' c.arbuncle 


1 If." Maj tliy visits never fail met " 

2 Ash-cotouredj \ crging uixin while 

3 I f . " slie will double thy store of presents ’’ 

} The Ar.ab boj, who, unlike the Jew, is circumcised long after mfanc> 
and often in his teens, thus m.aking the ceremony conform after a fasluon with 
our "Confirmation," is dispkajed before being operated upon, to family and 
fnends, .and the scat is a couch covered with the richest t.apeotr}. fao far 
it rcscaibles the bride-throne. 

S ToT^fah 

Gif, Hindu, Indian 
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he had taken from the hidden hoard of Y&fis bin Nuh‘ (on whom 
be the Peace), and which was worth the reign of the world, its 
light was as the sheen of the sun, and he said to her, “Take this 
and be equitable therewith to the people of the world She 
kissed Ins hand and rejoiced in the jewel and said, “ By Allah, this 
befitteth none save the Commander of the Faithful." Now Queen 
Al-Shahba laughed with delight at the dancing of Iblis and she 
said to him, “ By Allah, this is a goodly pavane! ” He thanked 
her for this and said to the Songstress, “ O Tohfah, there is not on 
earth’s face a skilfuller than Ishak al-Nadim*; but thou art more 
skilful than he. Indeed, I have been present wnth him many a 
time and have shown him positions* on the lute, and there has 
betided me with him that which betided. Indeed, the story of my 
dealings with him is a long one, but this is no time to repeat it, 
for now I ivould show thee a shift on the lute, whereby thou shalt 
be exalted over all folk.” Quoth she, “ Do what seemeth good to 
thee." So he took the lute and played thereon a wondrous play¬ 
ing iwth rare di\ isions and marimllous modulations, and showed 
her a passage she knew’ not; and this avas goodlier to her than all 
that she had gotten. Then she took the lute from him and playing 
thereon, sang and presently returned to the passage which he had 
shown her ; and he said, “ By Allah, thou singest better than I!" 
As for Tohfah, it became manifest to her that her former practice 
was all of it w'rong, and that wdiat she had learnt from the Shaykh 
Abu al-Tawaif Iblis wms the loot and foundation of all perfection 
in the art and its modes. So she rejoiced in that which she had 
■won of skill in touching the lute far more than in all that had 
fallen to her lot of w’ealth and honour-robes, and kissed the Master s 
hand. Then said Queen Al-Shahba, “ By Allah, 0 Shaykh, my 
sister Tohfah is indeed singular among the folk of her time, and I 
hear that she singeth upon all sweet-smelling blooms." Iblis 
replied, “ Yes, O my lady, and I am in extremest wonderment 
thereat. But there remaineth somew’hat of sweet-scented flowers, 
which she hath not besung, such as myrtle and tuberose and 
jessamine and the moss-rose and the like.” Then the Shaykh 
signed to her to sing somew’hat upon the rest of the flowers, that 
Queen Al-Shabba might hear, and she said, “ Heanng and obej- 

1 Japhet, son of Noah 

2 Air Paj ne translates, •' Take this and glorify th} self w ithai o\ er the 
people of the -world " His reading certainly makes better sense, but I do not 
see how the text can carry the meaning He also omits the bussing of the 
bosom, probably from artistic reasons 

3 A skit at Ishak. making the Devil praise him See \ ol v night dcKxx' u 

4 Arab ■'Mavazi'" (plur of Mauza') = lit places, shifts, passages 
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ing." So she took the lute .md plajcd thereon in many inodes, 
then returned to the fust and sang tlicsc couplets;— 

I’m one of the lover retinue . Whom long pine and patience ha\e 
doomed me; 

And sufferance of parting from kin and friends • Hatli clothed me, O 
folk, in tlii‘i \cllott line . 

Then, after the joyance had p.assed Away, • Heart-break, abasement, 
and cark I knew, 

Through the long, long day when the lift is light, • Nor, when night is 
murk, my pangs cease pursue: 

So.'twixt fairest hope and unfailing fc.ar, . Mi bitter tears ever flow 
anew. 

Thereat Queen Al-Shahba rejoiced with joy exceeding and 
cried, “ 13rava, O queen of delight! No one is .able to describe 
thee. Sing to us on the Apple.” Quoth Tohfah, “ Hearkening 
and obedience.” Then she recited these couplets — 

1 surpass .all forms in my coquetry . Tor mine inner woitli and mine 
outer blcc, 

Tend me noble hands in the sight of .ill • And shake with pure waters 
the thirst of me; 

Mv robe IS of scnd.al, and eke my veil • Is of sunlight the Ruthful hatl 
bidden be: 

When my fair companions arc marched afar, • In sorrow fro’ home 
they arc forced to flee • 

I5iit noble li.inds deign hearten my heart . With beds whore I .sit m my 
high degree 

.\nd where, like full moon at its rise, my light • ’Mid the gaulcn fiiiits 
thou shah ev'CT see. 

Queen Al-Shnhba rejoiced in this with exceeding joj .ind cried, 
“Br.av.i* Dy .‘Vllah. there is none cxcellelh thee.” Tohfah 
kissed the giound, then returned to her place and \ersified on the 
Tuberose, s.ijing-— 

I’m a marvel-bloom to bo worn on he.ad 1 . Though a stranger among 
yon fro' home 1 fled : 

Make use of wine in nix coinpaiiy * And flout at Time who m languish 
sped. 

L’en so doth camphor my hue attest, * O my loids, .as I stand in my 
present stead. 

So g.ar me your gladness when d.ivvncth d.ay, • And to highniost sc.at 
in yonr homes be I led : 

And quaff > 0111 cups 111 all jollity, * And cheer .and case shall ne’er cease 
to he 


I The bed (farsh) is, I presume, the straw-spread (’) store-room where 
the apples are jircscrved. 
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At this Queen Al-Shahba rejoiced with exceeding joy and 
cried, “ Brava, O queen of delight * By Allah, I know not how 
I shall do to give thee thy due ! May the Most High grant us the 
grace of thy long continuance 1 ” Then she strained her to her 
breast and bussed her on the cheek; whereupon quoth Ihlis (on 
whom be a curse'), “ This is a mighty great honour' ” Quoth 
the queen, “ Know that this lady Tohfah is my sister, and that her 
biddance is my biddance and her forbiddance my forbiddance. 
So all of you hearken to her word and render her worshipful 
obedience.” Therewith the kings rose in a body and kissed ground 
before Tohfah, who rejoiced in this. Moreover, Queen Al-Shahba 
doffed dress and habited her m a suit adorned until pearls, jewels 
and jacinths, worth an hundred thousand ducats, and wrote for 
her on a slip of paper^ a patent appointing her to be her deputy. 
So the Songstress rose and kissed ground before the Queen, who 
said to her, “ Of thy favour, sing to us somew’hat concerning the 
rest of the sweet-scented flowers and herbs, so I may hear 
thy chant and solace myself with witnessing thy skill.” She 
replied, “To hear is to obey, O lady mine,” and, taking the lute, 
improvised these couplets:— 

My hue evcelleth all hues in light, • And I w ould all eyes should enj'oy 
my sight; 

My site IS the site of fillets and pearls » Where the fairest brows are 
with jasmine dight • 

My light’s uprist (and what light it shows ') * Is a silvern zone on the 
waist of Night. 

Then she changed the measure and improvised these couplets:— 

I’m the gem of herbs, and in seasons twain » My tryst I-keep with 
lovers-train; 

I stmt not union for length of time •Nor visits, though some be of 
severance fam; 

The true one am I and my troth I keep, * And, easy of plucking, no 
hand disdain. 

Then, changing measme and the mode, she played so that 
she bewildered the wits of those who were present, and Queen 
Al-Shahba, moved to mirth and mernment, cried, “ Brav a, 0 
queen of delight' ” Presently she returned to the first mode and 
improvised these couplets on Nenuphar:— 

I fear me lest freke espy me, • In air when I fain deny me; 

So I root me beneath the wave, • And my stalks to bow down apply 
me 


I Arab " Farkh warak," which sounds like an atrocious vulgansm 
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Hcreat Quoon Al Shahba rejoiced r\Uh exceeding joy, and cried, 
“ Brava, O Tohfah ' Let me hear more of thy chant.” Accord- 
febe smote the lute and changing the mode, iccitcd on the 
Moss-rose these couplets ■— 

Look on Xa'^rin' (Iiosc braiicliy shoots sarronnd; • With greenest 
Icafciy ’us dcckt and crov ned : 

Its graceful bending stem dr.aws 1 verv garc » While bcantcons hearing 
makes their Io%c abound. 

1 hen she changed measure and mode and sang these couplets 
on the Water-hly :— 

O thou vho askest Siisan’ of tier scent, • Hear thon my words and 
beaut) of til) la). 

“ Etnir am I wltoni all mankind desire ” . (Quoth she) “ or present or 
when ta’cn away.” 

When Tohfah had made an end of her song. Queen .‘\1-Shahba 
rose and said, ” 1 never heard fiom anj the like of this ” , and she 
drew the Songstress to her and fell to kissing her. Then she took 
leave of her and flew awav ; and on like wi.se all the birds took 
flight with her, so that (hey walled the horison ; whilst the rest of 
the ki.igs tarried behind. Now as soon ns it was the fourth night 
there came the boy who was to bo circumcised, adoined with jewels 
such as never saw c }0 nor heard e.ir of, and amongst the rest a 
crown of gold crusted with poirls and gems, the worth whereof 
was an hundred thousand sciiutiis. He sat down upon the couch 
and Tohfah sang to him, till the chinirgcon’ came and they snipped 
his foreskin in the presence of all the kings, who showered on him 
a mighty great store of jewels and jacinths and gold. Queen 
Kainanvah b.idc her Eunuchs gather up all this .iiid lay it in 
Tohfah’s closet, and it was as much in value as all that h.id fallen 
to her, from the first of tlie fe.stjvitics to tJie last thereof. More¬ 
over, the Shajkh Ibhs (whom Allah curse') bestovved upon the 
Song.stress the crown worn by the boy and g.ave the circumcisee 
another, whereat Tohfah's reason took flight. Then the Jinn 
departed, in order of rank, whilst Ibhs farewelled them, band after 
band. Seeing the Shaykli thus occupied with taking le.ave of the 
kings, Majnuin seized his opportunity, the place being empty, 
and taking up Tohfah on his shoulders, soared aloft with her to 


1 The \tos'--rosc, also the eglantine, or dog-rose, and the sweet-briar, 
whose leaf, unlike o her rose-,, is so odorous 

2 'the hi) in Ueh,dtri\ed b) some from its si\ (shash) leaves, and by 
others from its vivid cheerful brightness •'IIis lips are lilits " (Cant v 13), 
not in colour, but in odoriferous sweetness 

3 The iiarlier is now the usual oper.ator, but all operations began in 
Europe with the "barber-surgeon " 
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the confines of the lift, and flew away with her. Presently, Ibhs 
came to look for the Songstress and see what she purposed, hut 
found her not and sighted the slave-girls slapping their faces. so 
he said to them, “ Fie on you 1 What may be the matter ? ” They 
replied, “ 0 our lord. Maymun hath snatched up Tohfah and flown 
away wdth her.” When Ibhs heard this, he gave a cry whereto 
earth trembled, and said, “ What is to be done ? ” Then he 
buffeted his face and head, exclaiming, “ Woe to you! This be 
none other than exceeding insolence. Shall he carry off Tohfah 
from my very palace and attaint mine honour ? Doubtless, this 
klaymun hath lost his wits.” Then he cried out a second time, so 
that the earth quaked, and rose on his wings high in air. The 
news came to the rest of the kings; so they flew after him and 
overtaking him, found him full of anxiety and affright, with fire 
issumg from his nostrils, and said to him, “ O Shaykh al-Tawaif,’ 
what IS to do?" He replied, “Know ye that Maymun hath 
carried off Tohfah from my palace and attainted mine honour.” 
When they heard this, they cried, “ There is no Majesty and there 
is no Might save in Allah, the Glonous, the Great. By God he 
hath ventured upon a grave matter and venly he destroyeth self 
and folk' ” Then Shaykh Iblis ceased not flydng till he fell in with 
the tribes of the Jann, and they gathered together a world of 
people, none may tell the tale of them save the Lord of All¬ 
might. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the Citadel 
of Lead,? and the people of the sconces saw the tribes of the 
Jann issumg from every deep mountain-pass,? and said, “What be 
the news ? ’’ Then Ibhs went in to King Al-Shisban and acquainted 
him with that w'hich had befallen; wheieupon quoth he, “ Venly, 
Allah hath destroyed Maymun and his many ' He pretendeth to 
possess Tohfah, and she is become queen of the Jann ! But have 
patience till we devise that which befitteth in the matter of 
Tohfah." Ibhs asked, “ And what befitteth it to do ? ” And 
Al-Shisban answered, “ We wall fall upon him and kill him and 
his host with cut of brand.” Then quoth Shaykh Ibhs, “ ’Twere 
better to acquaint Queen Kanianyah and Queen Zalzalah and 
Queen Shararah and Queen Wakhimah; and wdien they are 
assembled, Allah shall ordain whatso He deemeth good in the 
matter of her release ” Quoth Al-Shisban, “ Right is thy rede," and 


1 Sic in te\t (xu 20). It may be a misprint for Abu al-Ta\\aif, but it can 
also mean '• O Shaykh of the Tribes (of Jinns)' ” 

2 The capital of King Al-Shisban 

3 Arab " Fajj.” the Spanish ** Vega,** which, however* means a mountain-' 
plain, a plain 
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they despatched to Queen Kaniariyah an Ifnt hight Salhah ^\ho 
came to her palace and found her sleeping ; so he roused her and 
she said. “ What is to do, O Salhab? ” Ciied he, “O iny lady, 
come to the succour of thy sister the Songstress, for Maymun hath 
carried her o!T and attainted thine honour and that of Shaykh 
Iblis." Quoth she, “ What sajst thou ? ” and she sat up straight 
and cried out ^’,ith a great cry. And indeed she feared for Tohfah 
and said, “ By Allah, in acr\ sooth she used to say that he gared 
at her and prolonged the gare; but ill is that uhcieto his soul 
hath prompted him." Then she lose in haste and mounting a 
Satancss of her Satans, .said to her, “ Fly.” So she flew off with 
her and alighted in the palace of her sistci Shararah, whereupon 
she sent for her sisters /^alralah and W.ddiimah and acquainted 
them w itli the tidings, sa\ mg, “ Know that Maymun hath snatched 
up Tohfah and flown off with her .swiftlier than the blinding le\en." 
Then they all flew off in haste and hghtiiu; down in the place 
where were their father Al-Shisban, and their grandfather the 
Sha\l h Abu nl-1'awatf, found the folk on the sorriest of situations. 
When their grandfather Iblis saw them, he rose to them and wept, 
and they all wept for the Songstress. Then said Ibhs to them, 
“Yonder hound liath attainted mine honour and taken Tohfah, 
and I think not otherwise‘ but that she is like to die of distress 
for herself and her lord Al-Kashid, and saying;—The whole that 
they said and did was false.’” Quoth Kamarijah, “O grand¬ 
father mine, nothing is left for it but stratagem and de\ ice for her 
dclivcr.ance, for that she is dc.arer to me than everjthing; and 
know that yonder accursed w hen he wa\eth ware of) our coming 
upon him, will ken that he hath no power to cope with you, he 
who IS the least and meanest of the Jann; but we dread that he, 
when assuicd of defeat, will slay Tohfah ; wherefore nothing will 
serve but that wc contnre a sleight for saving her ; else will she 
perish." 1 Ic asked, “ And w hat hast thou in mind of de\ ice ? ” and 
she answered, “ Let us take him witii fair nieam;, and if he obey, 
all will be welF; ebe will we pr.ictise stratagem against him; 
and expect not her deliverance from other than myself." Quoth 
Ibhs, “The afl'air is thine; contiive what thou wilt, for that 
'J'ohfah is thy sister, and thy solicitude for her is more effectual 
than that of .any other.” So Kamariyah cried out to an I frit of 


1 t f , 1 am quite “airc cmpbaticalh 

2 I f , all the jinn's professions of affection and promises of protection 
were mere lies 

3 Ir the original this apodosis is wanting, see sol v nights dcui and 
dc\si. 



330 


Supplemental Nights. 

the Ifnts and a calamity of the calamities,* by name Al-Asad 
al-Tayyar, the Flying Lion, and said to him, “Hie with my 
message to the Crescent ]\Iountkin,* the wone of Mayinun the 
Sworder, and enter and say to him, My lady saluteth thee mth 
the salam and asketh thee —How canst thou be assured for 
thyself of safety, after what thou hast done, 0 Maymun ? Couldst 
thou find none to maltreat in thy drunken humour save Tohfah, 
she too being a queen ? But thou art excused, because thou didst 
not this deed, but 'twas thy drink, and the Shaykh Abu al-Tawaif 
pardoneth thee, because thou wast drunken. Indeed, thou hast 
attainted his honour ; but now restore her to her palace, for that 
she hath done well and favoured us and rendered us semcc, and 
thou wettest that she is this day our queen. Belike she may 
bespeak Queen Al-Shahba, whereupon the matter will become 
grievous and that wherein there is no good shall betide thee; and 
thou vilt get no tittle of gain. Venly, I gire thee good counsel, 
and so the Peace ’ ” Al-Asad answered, “ Heanng and obeying,” 
and flew till he came to the Crescent Mountain, when he sought 
audience of Alaymun, ^\ho bade admit him. So he entered and 
kissing ground before him, gave him Queen Kamariyah’s message, 
which vhen he heard, he cned to the Ifrit, “ Return whence thou 
comest and saj' to thy mistress:—Be silent and thou wilt show 
thy good sense Else will I come and Seize upon her and make 
her serve Tohfah ; and if the kings of the Jinn assemble together 
against me and I be overcome by them, I uill not leave her to 
scent the wind of this world, and she shall be neither mine nor 
theirs, for that she is presently my sprite” from between my nbs, 
and how shall any part rwth his spnte ? ” When the Ifnt heard 
klaymun’s words, he said to him, “ By Allah, O itlayinun, art 
thou a changeling in thy -wnts, that thou speakest these words of 
my lady, and thou one of her page-boj's ? ” Whereupon IMaymun 
cried out and said to him, “Woe to thee, O dog of the Jmns' 
Wilt ihou bespeak the like of me with these words ? ” Then he 
bade those who were about him bastinado Al-Asad, but he took 
flight and soanng high in air, betook himself to his mistress and 
told her the tidings: when she said, “ Thou hast done well, G 
good knight' ” Then she turned to her sire and said to him, 
“ Hear that iihich I shall say to thee.” Quoth he, “Say on” ; 
and quoth she, “ I-rede thee take thy troops and go to him, for 


1 Arab " Dahijat al-Da\\ahi" . see vol i night xlvi 

2 Arab “ Al-Jabal al-ilukaMwar" = Chaine de montagnes de forme demi 

circulaire, from Kaur, a park, an enceinte 

3 Arab “ Ruhi" lit mj breath, the outward sign of hfe 
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\\hen he henreth this, he in turn le\y Ins many and come 
forth to thee; whercvipon do tlion ofter him battle and proloii" the 
fii^hl witli him and make a show to him of rveakness and giving 
r\ay. Meantime, 1 Mill devise me a device for getting at Tolifah 
and dcli\ering her, what while he is busied with yon in battle; 
and M’lieii my messenger cometh to thee and infoimeth thee that 
I ha\e gotten possession of Tohfah and that she is Math me, 
return than upon Maymun fortliMith and overthrow him and his 
hosts, and take him prisoner. But, an my dciicc succeed not 
M’ith him and mc fail to deliver Tohfah, he M'ill assuredly pr.ictise 
to slay her, v.-ithout recourse, and regret for her M-ill remain in 
our hearts " Quoth Ibhs, “This is the right rede," and bade call 
a march among the troops, m hereupon an hundred thousand 
knights, doughty MUghts of war, joined themscKes to him and set 
out for the country of Maymun. -Vs for Queen Kamariyah, she 
flcM off to the palace of her sister Wnkhimah, and told her Mhat 
deed Maymun had done and hon he decl.ircd that, v.hcrns he saw 
defeat ncirhand, he v.ould sl.iy Tohfah; adding, “And indeed, 
he IS rcsoUed upon this; othctv.ise had he not dated to M'ork 
such sleight. So do thou i ontiire the affair as thou see fit, for in 
rede thou hast no superior." Then they sent for Queen /iai/alah 
and Queen Shararah and sal down to take counsel, one Milh other, 
concerning mIi.U they had best do m the matter. Picsently said 
W.akhimah, “’I'were ,'uh isable v e fit out a ship in this our island- 
home and embark tlicicin, disguised as .\dam’s sons, and fare on 
till M'e come to anchor under a httlc isl.uid th.it heth o\cr against 
Mayinun's palace. There Mill we sit drinking and smiting the 
lute and singing ; for Tohfah v.dll assuredly be seated there over¬ 
looking the sea, and needs must she sec us and come down to us, 
M’herciipon M e M'lll take tiei by force and she M'ill he under our 
hands, so that none shall be able to molest her any more. Or, an 
Maymun be gone forth to do battle M-ith the jinns, Me m'iII storm 
his stronghold and take Tohfah and r.we his palace and slay all 
tliercm. When he hears of this, his heart will he broken and Me 
Mill send to let our father know, Mhcreai he M’lll return upon him 
with his troops and he will be destroyed, and we shall have rest of 
him.” They ansM'ered her, s.aying, “ This is a good counsel." 
Then they bade fit out a ship from beliirid the mountain, ‘ and 
it Mas fitted out in less than the twinkling of an eye; so they 
launched it on the sea, and embarking therein, together with four 
thousand Ifrits, set out, intending for Mayniun's palace. They 


1 « f , KSf 
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also bade other five thousand Ifrits betake themselves to the 
island under the Crescent Mountain, and there he in wait for them 
ambushed well. Thus fared it with the kings of the Jann ; but 
as regards Shaykh Abu al-Tawaif Ibhs and his son Al-Shisban, 
the twain set out, as we have said, with their troops, vho were of 
the doughtiest of the Jinn and the prowest of tnem in wing-flying 
and horsemanship, and fared on till they drew near the Crescent 
Mountain. When the news of their approach reached Maymun, 
he cried out with a mighty great cry to the troops, who were 
twenty thousand riders, and bade them make ready for departure. 
Then he went in to Tohfah and kissing her, said, “ Know' that 
thou art this day my life of the world, and indeed the Jinns are 
gathered together to W'age war on me for thy sake. An I win the 
day from them and am preserved alive, I wull set all the kings of 
the Jann under thy feet and thou shalt become queen of the 
world.” But she shook her head and shed tears; and he said, 
“ Weep not, for I swear b)' the virtue of the mighty inscription 
borne on the seal-nng of Solomon, thou shalt ne\ er again see the 
land of men; no, never! Say me, can any one part with his 
life ? Give ear, then, to my words; else will I slay thee.” So she 
was silent. And forthright he sent for his daughter, whose name 
was Jamrah,' and when she came, he said to her, ” Harkye, Jainrah! 
Know that I am going to fight the clans of Al-Shisban and Queen 
Kamariyah and the Kings of the Jann. An I be vouchsafed the 
\’ictory over them, to Allah be the laud and thou shalt ha\ e of me 
largesse”, but, an thou see or hear that I am worsted and any 
come to thee wdth ill news of me, hasten to kill Tohfah, so she 
may fall neither to me nor to them.” Then he farewelled her and 
mounted, s.ajing, “When this cometh about, pass over to the 
Crescent Mountain and take up thine abode there, and await what 
shall befall me and what I shall say to thee " And Jainrah 
answered, “ Hearkening and obedience.” Now' when the Songstress 
heard these ivords, she fell to weeping and wailing and said, “By 
Allah, naught irketh me but severance from my lord Al-Rashid; 
however, when I am dead, let the world be ruined after nie”^” 
And she was certified in herself that she was assmedly lost. Then 
hlaymun set forth with his army and depaited in quest of the 
hosts of the Jinn, leaving none in the palace sa^e Ins daughter 
Janirah and Tohfah, and an Ifrit which was dear to him. They 
fared on till they met wath the army of Al-Shisban, and when 


1 I c , a bit of burning charcoal 

2 Arab " Al-jad al-ba}za''=ht The white hand, seerol iii night ccciii. 

3 Showing the antiquity of Apres moi le deluge " 
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the U\o hosts came face to face, they fell each upon other and 
fought a fight, a passing sore than wliich naught could be more. 
After a while, Al-Shisb.an’s troops licgan to give way, and v.hc*n 
lilayinun saw them do thus, he despised them and made sure of 
wetorj- ONcr tiicni. On this wise it befell them; but as regards 
Queen Kamariyah and her company they sailed on w ithout ceasing, 
till they came under the palace wherein was Tohfah, to wit, that 
of Jilaymun the Swordcr, and by the decree of the Lord of 
destiny, the Songstress herself was at that verj' time sitting on the 
belvedere of the palace, pondering the affair of 1 Inrun al-Rashid 
and her own, and that which had befallen her and weeping for that 
she was doomed to death. She saw' the \cssel and what was 
therein of thoie we ha\c named, and they in nioital guise, and 
s.aid, “ Alas, my sorrow’ for this ship and for the men that be 
therein 1 ’’ As for Kamarij ah and her many, w hen thej drew' near 
the p.ilace, they str.iined their eyes and seeing the Songstress 
sitting, cried, “ Yonder sitteth Tohfah. M.ay Allah not bere.ave us 
of her 1" Then they moored their craft and, m.ahing for the island 
which l.ay o\ or against the p.ilace, spread carpets, .ind .sat eating 
and dnnking', w hereupon quoth Tohf.ih, “ Well cnine .iiid w elcomc 
to yonder faces 1 These be my kinswomen, and I conjure thee by 
Allah, 0 jamrah, that thou let me down to them, so I may sit 
with them awhile and enj'oy hmdiy coincrsc with them and 
return.’' Quoth Jamrah, “ I may on no w'ise do that"; and 
Tohfah wept. Then the folk brought out wine and drank, while 
Kamariyah took the lute and s.ang these couplets .— 

By All.ah, had 1 iicicr hoped to greet jou • Year guide had f.ukd on 
camel to scat j on I 

Far bore you parting from friend would greet you • Till mcscenib mine 
ejes for \oiir wonc cnticat you. 

When Tohfah heard this, she cried out so great a cry, that the 
folk heard her, .ind Kamariyah said, “ Relief is nearhand.”' Then 
the Songstress looked out to them and called to them, saying, “ O 
daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid, an exile from kin 
and country; so for the love of Allah Almighty repeat that song 1 ” 
Accordingly Kamanj’.ali repe.ited it, and Tohfah swooned away. 
When she c.ome to herself, she said to Jamrah, “ By the rights, 
of the Apostle of Allah (whom may lie s.a\e and assain 1) unless 
thou suffer me go down to them and look on them and sit with 
them for a full hour, I will hurl myself headlong from this palace, 
for that I am awe.iry of my life and know that I am slain to all 
certainty; wherefore will I kill myself, ere you pass sentence upon 
me.” And she w'as instant with her in asking. When Jamrak 
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heard her words, she knew that, an she let her not down, she 
would assuredly destroy herself. So she said to her, “ O Tohfah, 
between thee and them are a thousand cubits; but I will bnng the 
women up to thee." The Songstress replied, “ Nay, there is no 
help but that I go don n to them, and solace me in the island and 
look upon the sea anear , then will ive return, I and thou , for that 
an thou bnng them up to us, they will be affrighted and there -mil 
betide them neither joy nor gladness. As for me, I wish but to be 
with them, that they may cheer me with their company, neither 
give over their merrymakmg, so peradventure I may broaden my 
breast with them, and indeed I swear that needs must I go down 
to them; else I will cast myself upon them." And she cajoled 
Jamr.ih and kissed her hands, till she said, “ Arise, and I wall set 
thee down beside them." Then she took Tohfah undei her armpit 
and, flying up swifther than the blinding leven, set her dowm with 
Kamariyah and her company , w'heieupon she went,up to them 
and accosted them, saying, “ Fear not: no hann shall befall 
jou; for I am a mortal, like unto j'ou, and I would fain look on 
you and tallr with you and hear your singing.” So they w'elcomed 
her and kept their places, whilst Jamrah sat down beside them and 
fell a-snuffing their odours and saying, “ I smell the scent of the 
Jinn ^ 1 Would I w’ot wdience it cometh 1 " Then said Wakhiniah 
to her sister Kamariyah, “ Yonder foul slut smelleth us, and 
presently she will take to flight; so wh<at be this inaction 
concerning her - ? " Thereupon Kamariyah put out an ann long 
as a camel’s neck, and dealt Jamrah a buffet on the head, that 
made it fly from her body and cast it into the sea. Then cned 
she, “Allah is All-great®!” And they uncovered their faces, 
whereupon Tohfah knew them and said to them, “ Protection !" 
Queen Kamanyah embraced her, as also did Queen Zalzalah and 
Queen Wakhiniah and Queen Shararah, and the first-named said to 
her, “ Receue the good tidings of assured safety, for there abideth 
no harm for thee , but tins is no time for talk." Then they cned 
out, w'hereupon up came the Ifnls ambushed in that island, hending 
swords and maces in hand, and taking up Tohfah, flew wath her 
to the palace and made themselves masters of it, whilst the Ifnt 
aforesaid, who w’as dear to Maymun and whose name w’as 


1 Suggesting the nursery rli} me 

Fee, fo, fum, 

I smell the blood of an Englishman 

2 r f , w hy not at once make an end of her 

3 The well-known war-cry 
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Dukhiin,' fled like nn arrow and stinted not flyin" till he came 
to Maymun and found him fighting a sore fight with the jinn. 
When his lord saw him, he cried out at him, saiing, “ Fie upon 
thee' Whom hast thou left in the palace ’ " Dukh.an answered, 
sa 5 ang, "And uho ahideth in the palace’ Tiiy beloied Tohfah 
they haac captured and j.imrah is s! un, and they have taken the 
palace, all of it.” At these ill tidings Maymun bufieted Ins face 
and head and said, “ Oh ' out on it for a calamity! ” Then he 
cried aloud. Now Kamarijah had sent to her sire and reported 
to him the news, whereat the ra\cn of the wold’ cio.ikcd for the 
foe. So, when Maymun s.aw that which had betided him (.ind 
indeed the jinn smote upon him and the wings of eternal se\er- 
ance overspread his hosO, he planted the heel of his lance in the 
c.arth and tunnng its head to his heart, urged his charger tliereat 
and pressed upon it wath his bio.ast, till the point came forih 
gleaming from his back. Meanwhile the messenger had made the 
friendly host with the news of Tohfah's deliverance, whereat tlie 
Shaykh Abu al-Tawaif rejoiced and bestowed on the bringei of lief 
tidings a sumptuous robe of honour and made him commander 
over a company of the jann. 7'hen thej chaiged home upon 
Maymun's host, and wiped them out to the last man, and when 
they came to Maymun, they found that he had shun himself and 
w.ascvcn .as we have said. Presently K.mianyah .and her sister 
Wakhimah came up to their grandfather and told him what they 
had done; whereupon he c.amc to Tolifah and saluted her with 
thesal.nm and congratulated heron delnerance. Then he made 
o\or M.aymun's palace to Salhab; and t.akmg all the rebel's 
wealth ga%e it to the Songstress, while the troops encamped upon 
the Crescent Mountain. Furthermore, the Shaykh Abu al- 
Taw.aif s.aid to Tolifah, "Blame me not,” and she kissed his 
hands, when behold, there appeared to them the tribes of the Jinn, 
as they were clouds, and Queen Al-Shahba flying in their v.an, 
drawn sword in gnp. As she came m sight of the folk, they 
kissed ground between her hands and she said to them, "Tell 
me what hath betided Queen Tolifah from yonder dog M.aymun, 
and why did ye not send to me and report t6 me ’ ” Quoth they, 
“And w'ho was this dog that we should send to thee on his 
account ? Indeed, he was the least and lowest of the Jinn.” Then 
they' told her what Kainanyah and her sisters had done, and how 


1 Lit “ Smote," pop applied, like our word, to tobacco, Tlie latter, 
howcier, is not here meant 

2 Ar.ab ■'Ghnrab al-bajn,” .of ihc wold or of parting See\oI v meht 
dccxxiv 
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they had practised upon Maymun and delivered the Songstress 
from his hand, fearing lest he should slay her when he found 
himself defeated; and she said, “By Allah, the accursed vas 
wont to lengthen his looking upon her ( " And Tohfah fell to 
kissing Al-Shahba’s hand, whilst the queen strained her to her 
bosom and kissed her, sajdng, “ Trouble is past; so rejoice in 
assurance of deliverance.” Then they rose and went up to the 
palace, whereupon the trays of food ivere brought and they ate 
and drank; after which, quoth Queen Al-Shahba, “ 0 Tohfah, 
sing to us by u ay of sweetmeat * for thine escape, and favour us 
with that which shall solace our minds, for that indeed my 
thoughts have been occupied with thee.” And quoth Tohfah, 
“ Hearkening and obedience, O my lady." So she improvised 
and sang these couplets:— 

Breeze of East- an thou breathe o’er the dear one’s land » Speed, I pray 
thee, my special salute and salain : 

And say them I’m pledged to love them and • In pine that passeth all 
pine I am. 

Thereat Queen Al-Shahba rejoiced, and with her all who were 
present; and they admired her speech and fell to kissing her; and 
when she had made an end of her song, Queen Kamanyah said to 
her, “O my sister, ere thou go to thy palace, I would fain bring 
thee to look upon Al-’Anka,® daughter of Bahram Jiir, vhom 
Al-’Aiika, daughter of the wind,' earned off, and her beauty; for 
that there is not her fellow on earth’s face.” And Queen Al- 
Shahba said, “ O Kamanyah, I also think it were veil an I beheld 
her.” Quoth Kamanyah, “ I saw her three j'ears ago; but my 
sister Wakhimah seeth her at all times, for she is near to her 
people, and she saith that there is not in the world fairer than she. 
Indeed, this Queen Al-Anka is become a bjnvord for beauty and 
comeliness.” And Wakhimah said, “ By the mighty inscription 
on the seal-ring of Solomon, there is not her like for loveliness 
here below.” Then said Queen Al-Shahba, “ An it needs must 
be and the affair is as ye say, I will take Tohfah and go with her 
to Al-Anka, so she may look upon her > ” So they all arose and 
repaired to Al-Anka, who abode in the Mountain Kaf. When 


1 Arab ‘'Halawah" see vol lu night cclix 

2 Here the locative particle “Ya " IS omitted 

3 Lit “The long-necked (bird),” before noticed with the Rukh (Rocjin 
vol' IV night ccccn Here it becomes a Princess, daughter of Bahram-i-Gur 
(Bahram of Onager, his favourite game), the famous Persian king 

fifth centuiy, a contemporary of Theodosius the younger and Honorius The 
“ Anka ” IS evidently the Iranian Simurgh 
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she Sviv,* them, she drew near to them and saluted them, saying, 
“ O my ladies, may I not he bereaved of you t" Quoth Waklnmah 
to her, "Who is I'llrc unto thee, O Anka? Behold, Queen Al- 
Shahln is come to thee." So Al-Anka kissed the queen's feet 
and lodged them in her palace; whereupon Tohfah came up to 
her and Icll to kissing her and saying, “Ncrer saw I a seemlier 
than this semblance.” Then she set before them somewhat of 
food and they ate and washed their hands*, .after which the Song¬ 
stress took the lute and smote it well; and Al-Anka also plajed, 
and they fell to improvising acrscs in turns, whilst Tohfah em¬ 
braced Al-Anka every moment. Al-Shahba cried, “ O my sister, 
each kiss is worth a thousand dinars”; and Tohfali replied, “ And 
a thousand dinars averc little therefor "; whereat Al-Anka laughed, 
and after nighting m her paa ilion, on the morrow they took leaa e 
of her and went aw.ay to Majmun’s palace. Here Queen Al- 
Shahba farcwclled them and, t.aking her troops, leturned to her 
capital, whilst the kings also went aw.ay to their abodes, and the 
Shajkh Abu .al-T.aavnif applied himself to diverting Tohf.ih till 
nightfall, when he mounted her on the back of one of the Ifrits 
and bade other thirty gather together .all that she had gotten oL 
treasure and raiment, jewels .and robes of honour. Then they 
flew oT, whilst Iblis went wath her, .and in less than the twinkling 
of an eye he .set her dow n in her sleeping-room, where he and 
those who were with bun bade adieu to her and went away. 
When Tolifib found herself in her own chamber and on her 
couch, her reason fled for joy, and it seemed to her .as if she 
had never stirred thence* then she took the lute and tuned it, and 
touched it in wondrous fashion, and improvised verses .and sang. 
The E’lnuch heard the smiting of the lute within the chamber 
and cried, “ By Allah, that is the touch of my lady Tohfah 1" So 
he arose and went, .as he were a madman, falling down and rising 
up, till he c.ame to the Castiato on gu.ard at the g.ate of the Com¬ 
mander of the Faithful and found him sitting. When his fellow- 
neutral s.aw him, and he like a madman, slipping down and 
stumbling up, he .asked him, "What aileth thee, and vvh.at 
hringeth thee hither at this hour ? ” The other answered, " Wilt 
thou not make haste and aw.akcn the Prince of True Believers ? ’’ 
And he fell to crjmg out at him; whereupon the Caliph awoke 
and heard them bandying words together, and Tolifah’s slave 
aying to the other. "Woe to thccl Awaken the Commander of 
the I'aithful in haste ” So quoth he, " O Sawdb, what hast 
thou to say ? ” and quoth the Chief Eunuch, " O our lord, the 
Eunuch of Tohfah's lodging hath lost his wits and cricth: 
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AAvaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste!” Then said 
Al-Rashid to one of the slave-girls, “See what may be the 
matter.” Accordingly she hastened to admit the Castrate, who 
entered at her order; and when he saw the Commander of the 
Faithful, he salamed not, neither kissed ground, but cned in his 
huriy, “Quick: up ivith thee! My lady Tohfah sitteth in her 
chamber, singing a goodly ditty. Come to her in haste and see 
all that I say to thee! Hasten! She sitteth awaiting thee." 
The Caliph was amazed at his speech and asked him, “ What 
sayest thou ^ ” He ansivered, “ Didst thou not hear the first of 
the speech? Tohfah sitteth in the sleeping-chamber, singing 
and lute playing. Come thy quickest! Hasten' ” Accordingly 
Al-Rashid sprang up and donned his dress; but he believed not 
the Eunuch’s words, and said to him, “ Fie upon thee! What is 
this thou sayest ? Hast thou not seen this in a dream ? ” Quoth 
the Eunuch, “ By Allah, I wot not what thou sayest, and I was 
not asleep”; and quoth Al-Rashid, “An thy speech be sooth¬ 
fast, it shall be for thy good luck, for I will free thee and give 
thee a thousand gold pieces; but, an it be untrue and thou 
have seen this in dreamland, I will crucify thee,” The Eunuch 
said unthin himself, “ O Protector, let me not have seen this 
in A'lsion!” then he left the Caliph and ninnmg to the chamber 
door, heard the sound of singing and lute-playing; whereupon 
he returned to Al-Rashid and said to him, “ Go and hearken 
and see who is asleep." When the Pnnce of True Believers 
drew near the door of the sleeping-chamber, he heard the sound 
of the lute and Tohfah’s voice singing, whereat he could not 
restrain his reason, and was like to faint for excess of delight. 
Then he pulled out the key, but his hand refused to draw 
the bolt: however, after a while, he took heart, and applying 
himself, opened the door and entered, saying, “ Methinks this 
IS none other than a vision or an imbroglio of dreams.” When 
Tohfah saw him, she rose and, coming to meet him, pressed 
him to her breast; and he cried out a cry wherein his sprite 
was lilce to depart, and fell down in a fit. She again strained 
him to,her bosom, and sprinkled on him rose-water mingled with 
musk, and washed his face, till he came to himself as he were 
a drunken man, and shed tears for the stress of his joy in 
Tohfah’s return to him, after he had despaired of her returning. 
Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after the fashion she 
had learnt from Shaykh Ibhs, so that Al-Rashid’s wit was 
bewildered for excess of joy, and his understanding was con¬ 
founded for exultation; after which she improvised and sang 
these couplets:— 
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That I left thee in% heart to believe is unhef; • For the hfe that’s in it 
ne’er lca\ clh ; brief. 

An thou say “I v\cnt," sailh inj heart "What a fibl” . And 1 bidi 
’t\\i\t bclicMiig and unbelief 

\\ hen she had made an end of her verses, Al-Rashid said to 
her, “O Tohfah, thine absence was wondrous, yet is thy 
presence still more inarecllous." She replied, “By Allah, O 
my lord, thou sayst sooth ’’, then, talcing his hand, she said 
to him, “O Commander of the Faithful, sec what 1 have 
brought with me.” So he looked and spied treasures such as 
neither words could describe nor registers could document, 
pearls and jewels, and jacinths and precious stones, and unions 
and gorgeous lobes of honour, adorned with margantes and 
jewels, and puifled with red gold. There he beheld what he 
never had beheld all his hfe long, not even in ide.i; and she 
showed him that which Queen Al-Shahba had bestow'cd on her 
of those carpets which she had brought with her, and that 
throne, the like whereof neither Kisra possessed nor Cmsar, 
and those tables inlaid with pearls and jewels, and those vessels 
which amazed all who looked on them, and that crown which 
was on the head of the circumcised boy, and those robes of 
honour which Queen Al-Shahba and Shaykh Abu al-Tawaif 
had dofied and donned upon her, and the trays wherem wore 
those treasures; brief, she showed him wealth whose like he 
had never in his life espied, and which the tongue availeth not 
to describe, and whereat all who looked thereon were bewildered. 
Al*Rashid w.as like to lose his wits for amazement at this 
spectacle, and was confounded at that he sighted and wiliiessod 
Then said he to Tohfah, “ Come, tell me thy tale from beginning 
to end, and let me know all that hath bctided thee, as if I had 
been present.” She answered, “ Hearkening and obedience,” 
and acquainting him wdth all that had betided her first and 
last, from the time when she first saw the Shaykh-Abu al- 
Tawaif, how he took her and descended with her through the 
side of the Chapel of Ease, and .she told him of the horse she 
had ridden, till she came to the meadow^ aforesaid, and described 
it to him, together with the palace and that was therein of 
furniture, and related to him how the Jinn rejoiced in her, and 
whatso she had seen of their kings, masculine and feminine, 
and of Queen Kaniariyah and her sisters and Queen Shu’a’ah, 
Regent of the Fourth Sea, and Queen Al-Shahba, Queen of 
Queens, and King Al-Shisban, and that which each one of 
them had bestowed upon her Moreover, she recited to him 


AA 2 
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the story of Maymun the Sworder, and described to him his 
fulsome favour, which he had not deigned to change, and 
related to him that which befell her from the kings of the Jinn, 
male and female, and the coming of the Queen of Queens, Al- 
Shahba, and how she had loved her and appointed her her 
vice-reine, and how she was thus become ruler over all the 
kings of the Jann; and she showed him the wnt of investiture 
which Queen Al-Shahba had written her, and told him what 
had betided her with the Ghulish Head, when it appeared to 
her in the garden, and how she had despatched it to her palace, 
beseeching it to bring her news of the Commander of the 
Faithful and of what had betided him after her. Then she 
described to him the flower-gardens, wherein she had taken her 
pleasure, and the Hammam-baths inlaid with pearls and jewels, 
and told him that which had befallen hlaymun the Si\ order, 
when he bore her off, and how he had slain himself; in fine, she 
related to him everything she had seen of wonders and marvels, 
and that which she had beheld of all kinds and colours among 
the Jinn. Then she told him the story of Al-Anka, daughter of 
Bahram Jur, with Al-Anka, daughter of the wind, and described 
to him her dwelling-place and her island, whereupon quoth 
Al-Rashid, “ O Tohfat al-Sadr,’ tell me of Al-Anka, daughter 
of Bahram Jur; is she of the Jinn-kind or of mankind or of 
the bird-kind ’ For this long time have I desired to find one 
who should tell me of her.” Tohfah replied, “ ’Tis well, 0 
Commander of the Faithful. I asked the queen of this and she 
acquainted me with her case, and told me who built her the 
palace.” Quoth Al-Rashid, “rlllah upon thee, tell it me”; and 
quoth Tohfah, “ I will well,” and proceeded to tell him. And he 
was amazed at that which he heard from her and what she 
reported to him, and at that which she had brought back of jei\ els 
and jacinths of vanous hues and precious stones of many sorts, 
such as amazed the beholder and confounded thought and mind. 
As for this, Tohfah was the means of the ennchment of the 
Barmecides and the Abbasides, and they' had endurance in their 
delight. Then the Caliph went forth and bade decorate the city: 
so they decorated it and the drums of glad tidings were beaten; 
and they made banquets to the people for whom the tables v ere 
spread seven day's. And Tohfah and the Commander of the 
Faithful ceased not to enjoy the most dehghtsome of life and the 
most prosperous, till there came to them the Destroyer of dehghts 
and the Severer of societies; and this is all that hath come down 
to us of their story'. 


I Choice Gift of the breast (or heart) 
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WOMEN’S WILES.’ 

On the following night Dnnyazad said to her sister Shahrazad, 
" O sister mine, an thou incline not unto sleep, pnthee tell us a 
tale which shall beguile our watching through the dark hours." 
She replied •—^\Vith love and gladness.* It hath reached me, 
O magnificent King, that wlnlome there was in the city of 
Baghdad, a comely youth and a wcll-bicd, fair of favour, tall of 
stature, and slender of sh.ape. His name w.as .Ma .al-Hin, and 
he was of the chiefs of the sons of the merchants and had a 
shop wherein he sold and bought. One d.ay, as he sat in his 
shop, there passed by him a merry giiB who raised her head 
and, casting a glance at the young mcichant, s<aw written in a 
flowing hand on the forehead' of his shop door these words, 
"Tnrar, nr- no crm't swe men’s cR*.rT, loa^SMUcu a.s it 
oVEpxoMLTH WOMEN’S CR\rT.’’ When she beheld this, she 
was wroth and took counsel with herself, saying, " As my head 
Ineth, there is no help but I .show him a man-cl-triek of the wiles 
of women and put to naught this his inscription' " Thereupon 
she hied her home; and on the morrow she made her ready and 
donning the finest of dress, adorned herself avith the costliest of 
ornaments and the highest of price and stained her hands wnth 
Henna. Then she let down her tresses upon her shoulders .and 
went forth, walking wath coquettish gait and amorous grace, 
followed by her sl.a\e-girl carrying a parcel, till she came to the 
young merchant’s shop and, sitting down under pretext of seeking 
stuffs, s.ahited him with the s.alam and demanded of him some¬ 
what of cloths. So he brought out to her various kinds, and she 
took them .and turned them over, talking with him the while. 
Then said she to him, “ Look at the shapeliness of my shape and 
my semblance 1 Seest thou in me aught of default ? ’’ He 


1 From the Calc Edit (1814-1S), Nights cxcvi -cc , vol li, pp 367-378 
The translation has been compared and coll.atcd with that of L.aiigles {Pans, 
1814), appended to his Edition of the Vojages of Sindbad The storj' is 
exceedingly clever and well deserves translation 

2 It is regretable that this formula has not been preserved throughout 
The Nights it affords, 1 have noticed, a pleasing break to the long course of 
narrative 

3 Arab. " Ban.it-al-havva,” lit daughters of love, usually meaning an 
Anonyma, a fille de joie , but liere the girl is of good repute, and the offensive 
term must be modified to a gay, frolicsome lass 

4 Arab, " Jabhat," the lintel opposed to the threshold 
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replied, “ No, 0 my lady ”; and she continued, “ Is it lawful in 
anyone that he should slander me and say that I am hump¬ 
backed ? ” Then she discovered to him a part of her bosom, and 
when he saw her breasts his reason took flight from his head and 
his heart clave to her and he cned, “ Co\er it up,^ so may Allah 
veil thee' ” Quoth she, “ Is it fair of anyone to deciy my 
charms ? ” and quoth he, “ How shall any decry th}"^ charms, 
and thou the sun of loveliness ? ” Then said she, “ Hath any 
the right to say of me that I am lophanded ’ ” and tucking up 
her sleeves, she showed him forearms as they were crystal; after 
which she unveiled to him a face, as it -were a full moon breaking 
forth on its fourteenth night, and said to him, “ Is it lawful and 
right for any to decry me and declare that my face is pitted with 
small-pox or that I am one-eyed or crop-eared ^ ” and said he, 
“ O my lady, what is it moveth thee to discover unto me that 
levelface and those fair limbs, wont to be so jealously veiled 
and guarded’ Tell me the truth of the matter, may I be thy 
ransom ! ” And he began to improvise" ‘— 


White Fair now drawn from sheath oi parted hair, • Then in the 
blackest tresses hid fiom sight,- 

riasheth hke daj' irradiating Earth • While round her glooms the 
'mink of nighthest niglit 

-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say 

her permitted say. Whereupon cned Dunyazad her sister, “ 0 
sister mine, how' delectable is this tale and how desirable! ” She 
replied, sajnng, “ And where is this compared with that which I 
will recount to thee next night, Inshallah ’ ” 


(Tljf bunhrrh nnU J5mcti) crhrnt^ JTtjrftt. 

Now' W'hen came the night, quoth Dunj-azad to her sistet 
Shahrazad, “O sister mine, an thou incline not unto sleep, prithee 
finish th}' tale which shall beguile our w-atching through the dark 
hours ” She replied.—With love and gladness' It hath reached 
me, O auspicious King, that the girl said to the young merchant, 
“ ICnow’, O my lord, that I am a maid oppressed of my sire, who 
speaketh at me and saith to me. Thou art loathly of looks and 
semblance, and it besitteth not that thou wear rich raiment, for 


1 Arab ‘'Ghatti," still the popular terra said to a child showing its 
ness, or to a lady of pleasure N\ho insults a man by displajing 
person 

2 She IS compared ^Mth a fiaslung blade (her face) no\s draun from its 
sheath (her hair) then hidden by it 
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thou and the slave girls are like in rank, there is no distinguishing 
thee from them. Now he is a richard, haa'ing a might)’ great 
store of money, and saith not thus E.avc because he is a pmchpcnny, 
and grudgeth the spending of a farthing; wherefore he is loath to 
marry me, lest he be put to somewhat of expense in my marriage, 
albeit Almighty Allah hath been bounteous to him and he is a 
man puissant in his time and lacking naught of worldly weal." 
The youth asked, “ Who is thy father and what is his condition ? ” 
and she answered, “He is the Chief Kazi of the well-knowm 
Supreme Court, under w hose hands arc all the Kazis w ho administer 
justice in this city.” The mcrch.ant believed her and she fare- 
welled him and fared .away, Ic.aiing in his heart a thousand 
regrets, for that the lo\c of her had prev.ailed o\crhim, and he 
knew’ not how he should win to her; wherefore he woned 
enamoured, lo\c-distractcd, unknowang if he were alive or dc.ad. 
As soon as she was gone, he shut up shop .and walked sti.aightway 
to the Court, where he went in to the Chief Kazi and saluted him. 
The magistrate returned his salam and treated him with distinc¬ 
tion and seated him b)' his side. Then said Ala .al-Din to him, 
*' 1 come to thee seeking thine alliance and desiring the hand of 
thy noble daughter.” Quoth the Kazi, “O my lord merchant, 
welcome to thee and fair welcome; but indeed my daughter 
befitteth not the like of thee, neither bescemeth she the good- 
line«s of thy youth, and the pleasantness of thy composition, and 
the sweetness of thy speech"; but Ala al-Din replied, “This 
talk becometh thee not, neither is it seemly in thee; if I be 
content with her, how should this vex thee?” So the Kazi 
was satisfied, and they came to an accord and concluded the 
marriage contract at a dower precedent of five purses' ready 
money and a dow'er contingent of fifteen purses, so it might bo 
hard for him to put her .aw.iy, her father having given him fair 
warning, but he would not be warned. Then they wrote out 
the contract-document, and the merchant said, “ I desire to go 
in to her this night.” Accordingly they carried her to him in 
procession that very evening, and he prayed the mght-prajer 
and entered the pnv.itc chamber prepared for him; but, when 
he lifted the head-gear from the bnde’s head and the veil from 
her face, and looked, he saw’ a foul face and a favour right 
fulsome; indeed he beheld soniewlnat whereof may Allah never 
show thee the like! loathly, dispensing from description, inas- 

I The Muajjalali," or money paid down before consummation, ivas about 
and the " Mu’ajjal.ah,” or coin to be paid contingent on divorce, was 
about £75 In the Calc Edit (11 371)- both dowers are ^35 
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much as there -were reckoned in her all legal defects.' ‘ So he 
repented, when repentance availed him naught, and knew that 

the girl had cheated him.-And Shahrazad perceived the 

dawn of day, and ceased to say hei peimitted say. Whereupon 
cned Dunyazad, her sister, “ O sister mine, how delectable is 
thy story, and how sweet! ” She replied, saying, “ And where 
is this compared ivith that which I -will recount to thee next 
night, an I be spared and sufiered to live by the King, whom 
Almighty Allah preserve ? ” 

(Sljr rjunlJiclj anb JTlinrtp--tijrIjtI; 

Now W’henas came the night, quoth Dunyazad to her sister 
Shahrazad, “ O sister mine, an thou incline not unto sleep, 
prithee finish thy story, which shall beguile our watching 
through the dark hours, for indeed ’tis a fine tale and a 
wondrous.” She replied:—“With love and gladness! It hath 
reached me, O generous King, that the unhappy merchant 
carnally knew the loathly bride, sore against the grain, and 
abode that night troubled in mind, as he were in the prison of 
Al-Daylain.- Hardly had the day dawned w'hen he arose from 
her side, and betalnng himself to one of the Hammams, dozed 
theie awhile, after which he made tiie Ghusl-ablution of cere¬ 
monial impunty’ and donned his every day dress. Then he 
went out to the coffee house and drank a cup of coffee; after 
which he returned to his shop and, opening the door, sat doivn, 
with concern and chagrin manifest on his countenance. After 
an hour or so. Ins friends and intimates among the merchants 
and people of the market began to come up to him, by ones and 
tw'os, to give him joy, and said to him, laughing, “A blessing' 
a blessing' Wheie be the sw'eetmeats? Where be the coffee'? 
’Tw’ould seem thou hast forgotten us; and nothing made thee 
oblivious save that the charms of the bnde have disordered'thy 
wit and talren thy reason, Allah help thee ! We give thee j’oy, w’e 
give thee joy.” And they mocked at him whilst he kept silence 

1 t f , all the blemishes which justify returning a slave to the slai e-dealef. 

2 Media see vol i night xlvii The '•Dajlamite prison" was one of 
many in Baghdad 

3 See vol iv night ccccxl I may remark that this practice of bathing 
was kept up by both sexes in ancient Rome The custom may haie 
onginated in days when human senses were more acute I have seen an 
Arab horse object to be mounted by the master when the latter had not 
washed after embracing a woman 

4 On the morning after a happy night the bndegroom still offers coffee 
and Halwa to friends 
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before them, being like to rend his raiment and shed tears foi 
rage. Then they went away from him, and when it was the 
hour of noon, up came his mistress, the crafty gal, trailing her 
skirts and swaying to and fro in her gait, as she were a bianch 
of Ban in a garden of bloom. She was yet more nchly diessed 
and adorned, and more striking and cutting' in her symmetry 
and grace than on the prc\ious day, so that she made the 
passers stop and stand in espalier to gaze upon her. When 
she came to Ala al-Din’s shop, she sat down thereon and said 
to him. “ Blessed be the day to thee, O my lord Ala al-Din! 
Allah prosper thee and be good to thee, and perfect thy gladness 
and make it a wedding of weal and welfare*” He knitted his 
brows and frowned in answer to her; then asked her, “Wherein 
ha\e I failed of thy due, or what ha\e I done to harm thee, 
that thou shouldst requite me after this fashion ■’ ” She 
answered, “Tliou hast been no wise in default; but 'tis yonder 
inscription written on the door of thy' shop that irketh me 
and \e\cth my heart. An thou ha\c the courage to change it 
and write up the contrary thereof, I will deliver thee from 
thine evil plight." And he answeted, “Thy requirement is 
right easy: on my head and eyes!” So saying he hi ought out 
a sequin," and summoning one of lus Mamelukes, said to him, 
“ Get thee to Such-an-one the Senbe, and bid him wnte us 
an epigraph, adorned with gold and lapis lazuli, in these words, 
There be no crmt save women's cr.\fi, tor indeed their 

CRAFT is A MIGHTY CUArT° AND OVERCOMETH AND HUMBLETH 
THE FALSES OF .MFN.” And sho said to the avhite slave, “ Fare 
thee forthright.” So he repaired to the Scribe, who wrote him 
the scroll, and be brought it to his master, who set it on the 
4oor and asked the damsel, “ Is thy heart satisfied ? ” She 
answered, " Yes' Ansc forthw'ith and get thee to the place 
before the citadel, w’here do thou foregather with all the mounte¬ 
banks and ape-d.anceis, and bear-leaders, and drummers and 
pipers, and bid them come to thee to-morrow early, with their 
kettle-drums and flageolets, whilst thou ait drinking coffee wuth 
thy father-in-laav the Kazi, and congratulate thee and wish thee 
joy, saj'ing —A blessing, O son of our uncle ’ Indeed, thou 
art the vein* of our eye' We rejoice for thee, and if thou be 


lie, more bewitching 

2 Arab. “Shanfi” more usually AshraC, the Port. XeraCm, a geld com 
« Cs -75 

3 The oft-repeated Koranic quotation 

4 Arab " Trk " our phrase is ■' the apple of the ej e " 
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ashamed of us, venly ue pride ourselves upon thee; so, al¬ 
though thou banish us from thee, know that we will not forsake 
thee, albeit thou forsake us. And do thou fall to throiving 
dinars and dirhams amongst them, whereupon the Kazi will 
question thee, and do thou answer him, saying •—My father was 
an ape-dancer, and this is our original condition, but our Lord 
opened on us the gate of fortune, and we have gotten us a name 
amongst the merchants and with their provost. Upon this he 
will say to thee, Then thou art an ape-leader of the tribe of 
the mountebanks ? and do thou rejoin, I may in non ise deny iny 
origin for the sake of thy daughter and in her honour. The 
Kazi wall sa}'. It may not be that thou shalt be given the 
daughter of a Shaj'kh W'ho sitteth upon the carpet of the Law, 
and -whose descent is traceable by genealogy to the loins of the 
Apostle of Allah,* nor is it meet that his daughter be in the 
power of a man who is an ape-dancer, a minstrel. Then do 
thou reply, Nay, O Efendi, she is my lawful wife, and every 
hair of her is worth a thousand lives, and I will not put her 
away though I be given the kingship of the world. At last 
be thou persuaded to speak the word of divorce, and so shall 
the marriage be voided and ye be saved each from other." 
Quoth Ala al-Din, “Right is thy rede,” and loclring up 
Ins shop, betook himself to the place-And Shahrazad per¬ 

ceived the daivn of day, and ceased saying her permitted say. 
Whereupon cried Dunyazad, her sister, “ O sister mine, how 
goodly is thy story, and how sweet!” She leplied, sajnng, 
“And where is this compaied with that which I null recount 
to thee next night, Inshallah ? ” 

©fje ftunlircti nnli J5mttP'mnth 

And ivhenas came the night, quoth Dunyazad to her sister, “ 0 
sister mine, an thou incline not unto sleep, pray finish tby tale 
ivhich shall beguile our rvatchmg through the dark hours.” She 
replied.—With love and gladness! It hath reached me, 0 
generous King, that the young merchant betook himself to the 
place before the citadel, where he foregathered with the dancers, 
the drummers and pipers, and instructed them how they should 
do, promising them a mighty fine reward. They received his word 
■with “ Hearing and obeying ”; and he betook himself on the 
morroiv, after the morning prayer, to the presence of the Judge, 


1 Meaning that he was a Sa) yid or a Sharif 
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who received him with humble courtesy and seated him by liis 
side. Then he addressed him and began questioning him of 
matters of selling and biijing and of the price current of the 
various commodities which were carried to Baghdad from all 
quarters, vhilst his son-in-law replied to all thereof he was 
questioned. As they were thus conversing, behold, up came the 
dancers and drummers wnth their drums and pipers with their 
pipes, whilst one of their number preceded them, iMth a long 
{lennon-like banner in his hand, and played all manner antics w ith 
voice and limbs. When they came to the Court-house, the Kazi 
cried, “ I seek refuge with Allah from j onder Satans' ” and the 
\oung merchant laughed but said naught. Then they entered 
and saluting his worship the Kazi, kissed Ala al-Din’s hands and 
said, “A blessing on thee, O son of our uncle’ Indeed, thou 
coolest our eyes in whatso thou doest, and we beseech Allah for 
the enduring greatness of our lord the Kazi, who hath honoured 
us by admitting thee to his connection, and hath allotted to us a 
portion in his high rank and degree.” When the Judge heard 
this talk, it bewiidered his wit and he was dazed and his face 
flushed with rage, and quoth he to his son-in-Liw, “ What words 
arc these ? " Quoth the merchant, “ Knowest thou not, O iny 
lord, that I am of this tribe ? Indeed, this man is the son of my 
maternal uncle and that other the son of my paternal uncle, and 
if I be reckoned of the merchants, ’tis but by courtesy ! " When 

the Kazi heard these words his colour changed-And 

Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day, whereupon cned 
Dunjazad her sister, “ O sister mine, how delectable is 
thy story and how desirable! ” She replied, saying, “ And 
w here is its first compared with its last •' But I will forthwith 
relate it to you an I be spared and suffered to liv'e by the King, 
whom may Allah the Most High keep!” Quoth the King 
within himself, “By the Almighty, I w'lll not slay her until I 
hear the end of her tale ! ” 

(lIjc Ctto Dnnlirclitl^ JUig&t of Cnjoiiciink JSis&ts anti a J^igjt. 

Now w'henas came the night, quoth Dunya/ad to her sister, “O 
sister mine, an thou incline not unto sleep, prithee finish thy 
tale which shall beguile our watching through the dark hours.” 
She replied:—With love and gladness' It hath reached me, 
O auspicious king, that the Nazi’s colour changed, and he w-as 
troubled and W'axcd wroth with exceeding wrath, and w'as like to 
burst for stress of rage. Then said he to the young merchant. 
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“ Allah forfend that this should last' How shall it be permitted 
that the daughter of the Kazi of the Moslems cohabit with a man 
of the dancers and \ale of origin ? By Allah, unless thou repudiate 
her forthright, I will bid beat thee and cast thee into prison and 
tliere confine thee till thou die. Had I foreknown that thou wast 
of them, I had not suffered thee near me, but had spat in thy face, 
for that thou art more ill-omened than a dog or a bog.'" Then 
he kicked him down from his place and commanded him to 
divorce; but he said, " Be ruthful to me, O Efendi, for that Allah 
IS ruthful, and hasten not; I will not divorce my wife, though 
thou give me the kingdom of Al-Irak.” The Judge was perplexed 
and knew' that compulsion was not permitted of Holy Law’; so 
he bespake the young merchant fair and said to him, “ Veil me,’ 
so may Allah veil thee An thou divorce her not, this dishonour 
shall cleave to me till the end of time.” Then hiS fury gat the 
better of his wit and he cued, “ An thou divorce her not of thine 
own will, I wnll forthnght bid strike off thy head and slay myself; 
Hell-flame but not shame.’” The merchant bethought himself 
•awhile, then divorced her wnth a manifest divorce and a pnbhc,* 
and on this w'lse he w on free from that unw'elcome worry. Then 
he returned to his shop and presently sought in marriage of her 
father her who had done with him what she did’ and who was 
the daughter of the Shaykh of the guild of the blacksmiths So 
he took her to wnfe and they abode each with other and lived the 
pleasantest of lives and the most delightsome, till the day of 
death: and.praise be to Allah the Lord of the Three Worlds. 


1 t f , than a Jew or a Christian So the Sultan, when appealed 
these religionists, who were as usual squabbling and fighting, answered, 
■■ What matter if the dog tear the hog or the hog tear the dog ? " 

2 “ The Shari’at," forbidding divorce by force. 

3 11. protect my honour , j .1, , 

4 For this proverb see vol iv. night cceaxi I hat® remarked tnat 
" Shame” is not a passion in Europe as in the East, the Western equivalent 
to the Arab " Haja” would be the Latin ■'Pudor.” 

5 Arab "Taldkanbainan,” here meaningatripledivorce beforewitnesses, 

making it irrevocable 

6 «f , who had plajed him that tnck. 
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NUR-AL DIN ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE 
DAMSEL SITT AL-MILAII.i 

There was once, in days of j'oreand in ages and times long gone 
before, a merchant of the merchants of Damascus, by name Abu 
abHasan, v.ho had money and means, slave-blacks and sla\ e-girls, 
lands and gardens, houses and Hammams in that cit}’; but he was 
not blessed uUh boon of child, and indeed his age Ma\ed great. 
So he addressed himself to supplicate’ Allah Almighty in private 
and in public and in his bows and his prostrations and at the 
season of prayer-call, beseeching Him to \oticlisafe him, before 
his decease, a son ho should inherit his \\ calth and possessions. 
The Lord answered his pr.ajer; his wnfc conceived, and the days 
of her pregnancy were accomplished and her months and her 
nights; and the travail-p.angs came upon her .and she gate birth 
to a boy, as he ttere a slice of Luna. He had not his m.atch 
for beauty, and he put to chame the sun and the resplendent 
moon; for he had a beaming face and black e>es of Babili 
witchery’ and aquiline nose .and carneli.an lips; in fine, he was 
perfect of attributes, the loveliest of folk of his time, sans 
dubitation or gainsaying, llis father jojed in him with exceeding 
joy and his heart was solaced and he was at last happy; he 
made banquets to the folk and he clad the poor and the widow s. 
Presently he named the boy Sidi Nur al-Din Ah, .and reared him 
in fondness and delight among the hand-maids and thralls. When 
he had passed his seventh year, his father put him to school, 
where he learned the sublime Koran and the arts of writing and 
reckoning; and when he reached his tenth year, he was taught 
horsemanship and archery, and to occupy himself with arts and 
sciences of all kinds, part and parts.’ He grew' up pleasant 
and polite, winsome and lovesome; a ravishment to all who 
saw' him, and he inclined to companying with brethren and 


1 TheBrcsl Edit (vol \u 50-1*6. nights dccccliui-dcccclw) entitles it 
“Tale of Abu al-Hasan the Damascene and his son Sidi Nur al-Din 'iMi " 
Sidi means simplj " my lord," but here becomes part of the name, a practice 
perpetuated in Zanabar See sol u night cccclxxtii. 

2 I at the hours of canonical prayers and other suitable times he made 
an especial orison (du’5) for issue 

3 See vol i night ix for the traditional witchcraft of Babylonia 

4 I f, more or less thoroughly 
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comrades, and mixing with merchants and travelled men. From 
these he heard tell of that which they had wtnessed of the 
wonders of the cities in their wayfare, and heard them say, 
“Whoso journeyeth not enjoyeth naught^”; especially of the 
city of Baghdad. So he was concerned with exceeding concern 
for his lack of travel and disclosed this to his sire, who said 
to him, “ 0 my son, why do I see thee chagrined ? ” Quoth 
he, “I would fain travel”; and quoth Abu al-Hasan, “0 my 
son, none travelleth save those whose need is urgent and those 
who are compelled thereto by v/ant. As for thee, 0 my son, thou 
enjoyest ample means; ao do thou content thyself with that 
which Allah hath given thee and be bounteous to others, even 
as He hath been bountiful to thee; and afflict not thyself ivith 
the toil and tribulation of travel, for indeed it is said that travel 
is a piece of Hell-torment.-” But the youth said, “ Needs must 
I journey to Baghdad, the House of Peace.” When his father 
saw the strength of his resolve to travel, he fell in with his 
wishes and fitted him out inth five thousand dinars in cash and 
the like in merchandise and sent with him two serdng-men. 
So the youth fared forth, on the blessing of Allah Almighty®; 
and his parent vent out with him, to take leave of-him, and 
returned to Damascus. As for Nur al-Din Ali, he ceased not 
travelling days and nights till he entered Baghdad city, and 
laying up his loads in the Wakalah,® made for the Hammam- 
bath, where he did avay that which was upon him of the soil 
of the road and doffing his travelling clothes, donned a costly 
suit of Yamani stuff, worth an hundred dinars. Then he loaded 
his sleeve vith a thousand miskals of gold and sallied forth 
a-walking and swaying gracefully as he paced along. His gait 
confounded all those vho gazed upon him, as he shamed the 
branches with his shape and belittled the rose with the redness 
of his cheeks and his black eyes of Babili -witchcraft: thou 
wouldst deem that whoso looked on him would surely be pre¬ 
served from bane and bale'; for he was even as saith of him one 
of his descnbers in these couplets:— 


I f f , "he who qmtteth not his natne countrj dnerteth not himself with 
a sight of the wonders of the world 

a For similar sajings. see \ol %'ii night dcccclsw and my Pilgrimage 
1 127. 

3 »■ r , relying upon, etc 

4 The Egj’ptian term for a Idian. called in Persia caravanserai (kanvan- 
serdi): and in Marocco funduk, from the Greek; whence the Spanish "fonda. 
See \ol 1 night ix 

5 -^rab. " Baiiyah," to jingle with ** 33 abiliyah " 
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Tin balers and cn\icrs say for jeer • A true saj that profits what cars 
will hear; 

“ Xo boast IS his whom the gear adorns; . The boast be his who 
adorns the gear I" 

So Sidi Nur al-Dm went walking in the highways of the city 
and viewing its edifices and its bazars and Ihoioughfarcs and 
gazing on its folk. Presently, Abu Now as met him. (Now he 
was of those of whom it is s.aid, “ They love fair lads," and indeed 
there is said what is said concerning him.) \Vhen he saw 
Nur al-Dm All, he stared at him in amazement and cKclaimed, 
“ Say, 1 lake refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak 1" Then he 
•accosted the jouth and saluting him, asked him, “ ^Vhy do I sec 
my lord lone and lorn ? Meseemeth thou art a stranger and 
knowest not this country; so, with leave of my lord, I will put 
myself at his sendee and acquaint him with the streets, for 
that I know this city." Nur nl-Din .answered, “ This will be 
of thy favour, O nuncle." Abu Nowas rejoiced at this and fared 
on avitli him, show ing him the streets and bazars, till they came 
to the house of a skave-dc.aler, where he stopped .and s.aid to the 
youth, “ From what city art thou ’ ” “ From D.amasciis," replied 
Nur al-Din; and Abu Nowas said, “ By Alkili, thou art from <i 
blessed city, even as saith of it the poet in these couplets :— 

Now is Damascus a garth adored • For her seekers, the Houris and 
Paradise hoi’s.” 

Sidi Nur al-Dm thanked him and the twain entered the mansion 
of the slave-merchant. When the people of the house saw’ Abu 
Nowas, they rose to do him reverence, for that which they knew 
of his rank with the Commander of the Faithful, and the skavc- 
dealer himself came up to them with two chairs whereon they 
seated themselves. Then the slave-merchant went inside and 
returning with a slave-girl, as she were a br.anch of Ban or a 
raltan-canc, clad m a vest of damask silk and tired with a black 
and w'hilc head dress w hose ends fell dow'n over her face, seated 
her on a chair of ebony; after which he cried to those w ho were 
present, “I will discover to you a favour as it weie a full moon 
bre.iking forth from under a cloud-bank.” They replied, “ Do 
so"; whereupon he unveiled the d.amsel's face and behold, she 
was like the shining sun, with shapely shape and dawn-bright 
cheeks and thready w.aist and heavy hips; brief, she was endowed 
with an elegance, whose description is unfound, and was even as 
saith of her the poet':— 

I The lines, are iniol 11. night dcccKvi ancliol \u night dccccl I 
quote Mr Pajne 
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A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, . They’d leave their 
idols and her face for only Lord would Know; 

And if'into the briny sea one day she chanced to sph, . Assuredly the 
salt sea’s floods straight fresh and sweet would grow. 

The dealer stood at the hand-maid’s head and one of thS merchants 
said, “ I bid a thousand dinars for her.” Quoth another, “ I bid 
one thousand one hundred dinars "; and a third, “ I bid twelve 
hundred.” Then said a fourth merchant, “Be she mine for 
fourteen hundred ducats.” And the biddings standing still at 
that sum, her owner said, “I will not sell her save with her 
consent; an it she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she 
willeth.” The slave-dealer asked him, “What is her name?” 
Answered the othe', “ Her name is “ Sitt al-Milah^’’; whereupon 
the dealer said to her, “ With thy leave, I will sell thee to yonder 
merchant for this price of fourteen hundred dinars.” Quoth she, 
“ Come hither to me.” So the man-vendor came up to her, 
and when he drew near she gave him a kick with her foot 
and cast him to the ground, saynng, “ I will not have that old¬ 
ster.” The slave-dealer arose, shaking the dust from his dress 
and head, and cried, “ Who biddeth more of us ? Who is 
desirous’" ? ” Said one of the merchants, “ I,” and the dealer 
said to her, “ O Sitt al-Milah, shall I sell thee to this merchant ? ” 
She replied “ Come hither to me ” ; but he rejoined, “ Nay; speak 
and I will hear thee from my place, for I will not trust myself 
to thee nor hold myself safe when near thee.” So she cried, 

“ Indeed, I vvill not have him." Then the slave-dealer looked at 
her and seeing her fix eyes on the young Damascene, for that 
in very deed he had fascinated her with his beauty and loveliness, 
went up to him and said to him, “ O my lord, art thou a looker-on 
or a buyer? Tell me.” Quoth Nur al-Dm, “ I am both looker- 
on and buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl for sixteen 
hundred ducats ? ” And he pulled out the purse of gold. Here¬ 
upon the dealer returned, dancing and clapping his hands and 
saying, “ So be it, so be it, or not at all' ” Then he came to 
the damsel and said to her, “ O Sitt al-Milah, shall I sell thee 
to yonder young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars ^ " But 
she answered, “No,” of bashfulness before her master and the by¬ 
standers; whereupon the people of the bazar and the slave- 
merchant departed, and Abu Nowas and Ah Nur al-Din arose 
and went each his own way, whilst the damsel returned to her 
owner’s house, full of love for the young Damascene. When the 


1 Lady or princess of the Fair (ones). 

2 ie ,ol bujmg 
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night darkened on her, she called him to mind and her hcaii 
hung to him and sleep visited her not; and on this wise sha 
abode days and nights, till she sickened and abstained from 
food. So her lord went in to her and asked her, “ O Sitt al-i\Iilah, 
how findest thou thyself ? " Answered she, “ O my lord, dead 
\\ ithout chance of deliverance, and I beseech thee to bring me my 
shroud, so I may look upon it ere I die.” Therewith he went out 
from her, sore concerned for her, and betaking himself to the 
baa.ar, found a friend of his, a draper, who had been present on 
the day when the damsel w.as cried for sale. Quoth his friend to 
him, “ Why do I sec thee troubled ? ” and quoth he, “ Sitt al-Milah 
IS at the point of death, and for three dajs she hath neither eaten 
nor drunken. I questioned her to-d.ay of her case and she said •— 
O my lord, buj' me a shroud so I may look upon it ere I die.” 
The draper replied, “ Methinks naught ailcth her but that she is 
in love with the young Damascene, and I counsel thee to mention 
his name to her, and declare to her that he hath fortgatlicred with 
thee on her account, and is desirous of coming to thy quarters, 
so he may hear somewhat of her singing. An she say .—reck 
not of him, for there is that to do with mo which distractelh mo 
from the Damascene and from other than he, know that she 
saith sooth concerning her sickness; but, an she siy thee other 
than this, acquaint me therewith.” So the man returned to his 
lodgmgand going in to his sl.avc-girl said to her, •* O Sitt al-Milah, 
I went out for thy need, and there met mo the young man of 
Damascus, and he saluted me with the salam and salutcth thee; 
he sccketh to win thy favour and prayed me to admit him as a 
guest in our dwelling, so thou m.iyst let him hear somewhat of 
thy singing." When she heard speak of the young Damascene, 
she gave a sob, that her soul was like to leave hei body, and 
atisw ered, “ He knoweth my plight and how these three daj s past 
I ha\e not eaten nor drunken, and I beseech thee, O my lord, 
by Allah of All-ldight, to do thy duty by the str.inger, and bring 
him to my lodging and make excuse to him for me." When her 
master heard this, his reason fled for joy, and he went to his 
familiar the draper and said to him, “Thou wast right m the 
matter of the damsel, for that she is m lo\e with the joung 
Damascene, so how shall I manage’" Said the other, “ Go to 
the bazar and when thou scest him, salute him, and say to him:— 
Thy departure the other day, without winning thy wish, was 
grievous to me; so, an thou be still minded to buy the maid, 
I will abate thee of that which thou badest for her an hundred 
sequins by way of gaining thy favour ; seeing thou be a stranger 
VO I.. IX. B B 



354 


Supplemenlal N'tgJits. 

in our land. If he say to thee:—I have no desire for her and hold 
off from thee, be assured that he will not buy; in -which case, let 
me know, so I may devise thee another device; and if he say to 
thee other than this, conceal not from me aught.” So the girl’s 
owner betook himself to the bazar, where he found the youth 
seated at the upper end of the place where the merchants mostly 
do meet, selling and buying and taking and giving, as he were the 
moon on the night of its full, and saluted him. The young man 
returned his salam and he said to him, “ O my lord, be not 
offended at the damsel’s speech the other day, for her pnce shall 
be lowered to the intent that I may secure thy favour An thou 
desire her for naught, I will send her to thee, or an thou 
Mouldst have me abate to thee her price, I will well, for I desire 
nothing save what shall content thee; seeing thou art a stranger 
in our land, and it behoveth us to treat thee hospitably and ha\e 
consideration for thee.” The youth replied, “ By Allah, I ivill 
not take her from thee but at an advance on that winch I bade 
thee for her afore; so wilt thou now sell her to me for one 
thousand and seven hundred dinars?” And the other rejoined, 
‘‘0 my lord, I sell her to thee, may Allah bless thee m her!” 
Thereupon the young man went to lus quarters and fetching a 
purse, sent for the girl’s owner and Vv-eighed out to him the price 
aforesaid, whilst the draper was between the twain. Then said 
he, “ Bring her forth”; but the other replied, “ She cannot come 
forth at this present; but be thou my guest the rest of this day 
and night, and on the morrow thou shalt take thy slave-girl and 
go in the ward of Allah.” The youth agreed with him on this and 
he earned him to his house, where, after a little, he bade meat 
and wine be brought, and they ate and drank. Then said Nut 
al-Din to the girl’s owner, “I w’ould have thee brmg me the 
damsel, because I bought her not but for the like of this time ” 
So he arose and going in to the girl, said to her, “O Sitt al-Milah, 
the young man hath paid down thy pnce and w'e have bidden hn;i 
hither, so he hath come to our quarters and w'e have entertained 
him, and he W'ould fain have thee be present with him.” There¬ 
with the damsel rose deftly and doffing her dress, bathed and 
donned sumptuous apparel and ’perfumed herself and went out to 
hmr, as she were a branch of Ban or a cane of rattan, followed by 
a black slave-girl, bearing the lute. When she came to the 
young man, she saluted him and sat down by his side. Then she 
took the lute from the slave-girl and screwing up its pegs,^ smote 


I Arab “ Azan-hu," ht = its ears 
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thereon in four-and-twi.nty modes, after which she icturned to the 
f.ist and sang these couplets;— 

lv!\ joy in tins MOild is to see and sit near thee « Thy Io\c’s my ichgion, 
thy Union my pleasure 

Attest it these tears ^\llen in memory I specr thee, • And unchccl.cd 
doMTi my checks pours the flood uithoiit mcasine 
Hy Allah, no rival in love liast to fear thee; • Tin tin • lasc as I sware, 
and this troth is my trcasuic. 

Be not this our last mcctin;;: hy Allah I swear tlicc • Thy severance 
to me were most bitter displeasure ! 

The young man was moved to delight and cried, “By Allah, 
thou sayest well, O Sitt al-Milah 1 Let me heai more.” Then 
he largcssed her with fifty gold pieces and they drank, and the 
cups made circuit among them; and her seller said to her, 
“O Silt al-Milah, this is the season of farewelhng; so let us 
hear somewhat thereon.’’ Accouluigly she struck the lute and, 
touching upon that which was in her heart, improvised these 
couplets:— 

1 thole longing, remembrance and sad repine, . ^o. my heart c.aii brook 
woes in so knglhcncd line. 

O my lords think not 1 foigct jour love; • My case is sure case and 
cure shows no sign. 

If cicaturc could swim in the Pood of Ins tears, » I wcic first to swim 
in these floods of lirine; 

O Cup boy withhold cup and bowl from a wretch • Who ne’er ce.iscth 
to drink of her tears for wine t 

IIiul I known that parting would do me die, • 1 had shiikcd to part, 
but—'tw.ss Fate's design 

Now whilst they were thus enjoying wliatso is most delicious of 
case and delight, and indeed the wine was to them sweet and 
the talk a treat, behold, there came a knocking at the xloor. So 
the house-master went out, th.at he might see what might be 
the matter, and found ten head of the Caliph’s eunuchs at the 
entrance. When he saw this, he w.is startled and said, “ What 
is to do ? ’’ “ The Commander of the Faithful saluteth thee and 

requireth of thee the slavc-girl whom thou hast exposed for sale 
and whose name is Sitt al-Itlilah." “ By Allah, I have sold her.” 
“ Swear by the head of the Commander of the Faithful that she 
is not in thy quarters.” The slaver made oath that he had sold 
her, and that she W’as no longer at his disposal: j et they paid 
no heed to his word, and forcing their way into the house, found 
the damsel and the young Dam.iscene m the sitting-chamber. 
So they laid hands upon her, and the youth said, “ This is my 

n B 2 
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slave-girl, whom I have bought -with my money”; but they 
hearkened not to his speech, and taking her earned her off to 
the Piince of True Believers. Therewith Nur al-Din’s pleasure 
w as troubled: he arose and donned his dress, and his host said, 
“ Whither away this night, O my lord ? ’’ Said he, “ I purpose 
going to my quarters, and to-morrow I will betake myself to the 
palace of the Commander of the Faithful and demand my sla\e- 
girl." The other leplied, “ Sleep till the morning, and fare not 
forth at the like of this hour." But he rejoined, “ Needs must I 
go "; and the host said to him, “ Go in Allah his safeguard." 
So the youth went forth and, drunkenness hawng got the 
masterj’^ of his wits, he threw himself down on a bench before 
one of the shops. Now the watchmen were at that hour making 
their lounds and they smelt the sweet scent of essences and nine 
that recked from him ; so they made for it, and suddenly beheld 
the youth lying on the bench, without sign of recovering. They 
poured water upon him, and he awoke, whereupon they carried 
him to the office of the Chief of Police, and he questioned him of 
his case. He replied, “O my lord, I am an alien in this town and 
have been with one of my friends: I came forth from his house 
and drunkenness overcame me.” The Wall bade carry hint to 
his lodging; but one of those in attendance upon him, Al-Muradi 
hight, said to him, “What wilt thou do? This man is robed 
in rich raiment and on his finger is a golden ring, whose bezel is 
a ruby of great price; so W'C will carry him away and slay him, 
and take that which is upon him of clothes and bring to thee all 
we get; for that thou wilt not often see profit the lilre thereof, 
especially as this fellow is a foreigner and there is none to ask after 
him.’ ” Quoth the Chief, “This wight is a thief, and that which 
he saith is leasing.” Nur al-Din said, “Allah forfend that I 
should be a thief 1” but the Wall answered, “Thou best.’ So 
they stripped him of Ins clothes and, taking the seal-ring from his 
finger, beat him with a gnevous beating, what while he cried out 
for succour, but none succoured him, and besought protection, but 
none protected him. Then said he to them, “ O folk, 3 'e are quit* 
of that which ye have taken from me; but now restore me to my 
lodging.” They replied, “Leave this knaverj', O rascal' thine 
intent is to sue us for thy clothes on the morrow'.” The youth 
cried, “ By the truth of the One, the Eternal One, I will not sue 


r Here again the policeman is made a \illam of the deepest d} e. bad 
enough to gmtify the intelligence of his deadliest enemy, a lodging-keeper in 
London 

2 t f . jou are welcome to it and so it becomes lawful (I’atuI) to you 
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any for them'” hut they said, "We find no ^\ay to this.” And 
the Prefect bade them bear him to the Tigris and there slay him 
and cast him into the stream. So they diagged him away, ^\hilc 
he wept and said the words which shall nowise shame the sajer ■ 
“ There is no "Majesty and there is no Might save in Allah, the 
Glorious, the Great! " When they came to the Tigris, one of 
them drew the swoid upon him, and Al-lMuradi said to the 
swoidcr, " Smite off his head”; but one of them, hight Ahmad, 
cned. "O folk, deal softly with this poorwictch and slay him 
not unjusth and wickedly, for I stand in fc.ar of Allah Almighty, 
lest He burn me with Ilis fire." Quoth Al-Tlluradi, “A truce to 
this talk'” and quoth the Ahmad aforesaid, " An ye do with him 
aught, I will acquaint the Commander of the Faithful.” They 
asked, "How, then, shall we do with him?” and he answered, 
“ Let us deposit him in prison and 1 will be answerable to you 
for Ins provision; so shall we he quit of his blood, for indeed he 
is a wionged man.” Accordingly they agreed to this, and taking 
him tip cast luin into the Prison of Blood,' and then went their 
ways. So far as regards them; but reliiining to the damsel, they 
earned her to the Coniinandcr of the Faithful and she pleased 
him; so he assigned her a chamber of the chambers of choice. 
She tarried in the palace, neither eating nor drinking and weep¬ 
ing sans surcease night and d.ay, till, one night, the Caliph sent 
for her to his sitting-hall and said to her, “ O Sitt al-Milah, be 
of good cheer and keep thine eyes cool of tear, for I will make thy 
r.ank higher th.in any of the concubines, and thou shalt see that 
which shall rejoice thee.” She kissed ground and wept; where¬ 
upon the Prince of True Belieiers called for her lute and bade 
her sing; so in accordance with th.it which was m her heart, she 
sang these improvised couplets:— 

By the sheen of thy soul and flic sliccn of thy smile,” • Say, moan'st 

thou for doubt or is’t niig-do\e’s moan ? 

How many have died who by Io\c were slain 1 • Fails my patience but 

blaming my blamcrs w one 

Now when she had made an end of her song, she threw^ the lute 
from her hand and wept till she fainted aw-ay, whereupon the 
Caliph bade carry her to her chamber. But he wms fascinated 
by her and loved her w'lth exceeding love; so, after a wdiile, he 
again commanded to bring her in to the presence, and w'hcn she 

1 Arab '* Sijn al-B.am,” the Carcerc duro inaspnto (to speak Tnestme), 
where men convicted or even accused of btoodslied were confined 

2 Arab '‘Mabasim". plur. of M.ibsim, a smiling mouth which shows 
the foreteeth. 
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came, ho ordered her sing. Accordingly, she took the lute and 
chanted to it that which was in her heart and improvised these 
couplets;— 

Have I patience anti strength to support this despair’ • Ah,howcouldst 
thou purpose afar to fare ? 

Thou art s\%ayed bj* the spy to my cark and care: • No marvel an 
branchlet sway here and tlicrc ’ I 

With unbearable load thou wouldst load me, still • Thou loadest with 
love which I thcewards bear 

Then she cast the lute from her hand and fainted away; so she 
was earned to her sleeping-chamber and, indeed, passion grew 
upon her. After a long while, the Prince of True Believers sent 
for her a third time and commanded her to sing. So she took 
the lute and chanted these couplets — 

O of piebald wild yc dunes sandy and drear, • Shall the tcenfiil lover 
’scape teen and tear ? 

Shall yc see me joined with a lover, who • Still ilies or shall meet ive 
in joyful cheer ? 

O hail to the fawn with the Houri eye, • Like sun or moon on horizon 
clear 1 

Ho sailli to lovers, “ What look j c on ? " • And to stonj hearts, “ Say, 
what love yc dear - ? ” 

I pray to Hun who departed us • With severance-doom, "Bo our 
union nc.ar 1" 

When she had made an end of her verse, the Commander of the 
Faithful said to her, “ O damsel, thou art in love ’’ She replied, 
“ Yes ’’; and he asked, With whom ’ ’’ Answered she, “ With 
my lord and sovran of my tenderness, for whom my love is as 
the love of the earth for rain, or as the desire of the female for 
the male; and indeed the love of him is mingled with my flesh 
and my blood, and hath entered into the channels of my bones 
O Prince of true Believers, whenever I call him to mind mj 
vitals are consumed, for that I have not yet won my wish of him, 
and but that I fear to die, without seeing him, I had assuredly 
slain myself.” Thereupon quoth he, “ Art thou in my presence, 
and durst bespeak me with the like of these vvords ? Forsure 
will gar thee forget thy lord.” Then he bade take her away, so 
she was carried to her pavilion and he sent her a concubine wit 
a casket wherein were three thousand ducats and a collar of go 
set with seed-pearls and great unions, and jewels, worth ot ler 
three thousand, saying to her, “ The slave-girl and that which is 


1 The branchlet, as usual, is the jouth's slender form 

2 Sitbaudt, "An ye disdain my love ” 
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with het arc a gift from me to thee.” When she heard this, she 
cried, “ Allali iorfend that I be consoled for the love oi my lord 
and my master, though with an earth-full of gold!" And she 
improvised and recited these couplets — 

By lus life I swear, by irr- life I praj ; • Tor hiin fire I’d enter 'jnful 
dismay! 

“Console thee (crj- thev) with anothci fere • Thou lo\cst'” and I, 
'■ By’s life, nay. NAV!” 

He's moon whom beauty and eiacc airay, • Prom whose checks and 
brow shincth light oi da\. 

Then the Commander of the raiihful summoned her to his pie- 
sence a fourth tune and said, “ O Sitl al-Milah, sing.” So she 
recited and sang these couplets *— 

The lo\er’s heart bv Ins helo\cd is oft disheartened • And by the hand 
of sickness eke his spnfe dispuilul, 

One asked, “ What is the taste of and I to bun replied,* 

“ Lose is .a sweet .at first but oft in fine unsweetenLd." 

I am the thr.all of Loic who keeps the troth of lo%e to them- • But oft 
fiicy proved (iiemsches ’CJrkuh'* in pact wifh me (hoy made. 

What m their camp remain-’ *1 hey bound their loads and fared 
aw.ay; • To other fores the veiled Pairs m ciiitained litters sped, 
At cverv' station the beloved showed all of Joseph’s charms. * The 
lover woned with Jacob’s woo in cvciy slnft of .ste.ad. 

When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her 
hand and v*ept herself a-svvoon. So they sprinkled on her musk- 
nnngled rose-water and willow-flower water; and when she came 
to her senses, Al-Rashid said to her, “ O Sitt al-Milah, this is 
not just dealing in thee. We love thee and thou lovest another." 
She replied, “ O Commander of the Faithful, there is no help for 
it." Thereupon he was wioth wnth her and cned, “By the virtue 
of Hamzah*and 'AklF and Mohammed, Pnnee of the Apostles, 
an thou name in my presence one other than I, I will assuredly 
order strike off thy head'" Then he bade return her to her 
chamber, whilst she wept and recited these couplets:— 

“Oh br.avcl’’ Pd ciy an I my death could view,* ^ty death were 
better than these griefs to rue. 

Did sabre hew me limb by' limb; this were • Naught to affright a lover 
leal true. 


1 In the text "sleep ” 

2 " Them " .md " him ’’ for “ her ’’ 

3 'Urli'ib, a Jew of Yalhnb or Kh.aybar, immortalised m the A P (1 454) 
as " more promise-breaking than 'UrKub ’’ 

4 Uncle oi Mohammed See vol vi night dcccvh 

5 First cousin of Mohammed bee ib 
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Then the Caliph went in to the Lady Zubaydah, complexion- 
altered with anger, and she noted this in him and said to him, 
“ How cometh it that I see the Commander of the Faithful 
changed of colour? ” Fie replied, “ O daughter of my uncle, I 
have a beautiful slave-girl, who reciteth verses by rote and telleth 
various tales, alid she hath taken my whole heart; but she loveth 
other than myself, and declareth that she affecteth her foniier 
lord; so I have sworn a great oath that, if she come again to my 
sittmg-hall and sing for other than for me, I will assuredly 
shorten her highest part by a span.” Quoth Zubaydah, “Let 
the Commander of the Faithful favour me by presenting her, so 
I ma}' look on her and hear her singing. ’’ Accordingly he bade 
fetch her and she came, upon which the Lady Zubaydah with¬ 
drew behind the curtain,* where the damsel saw her not, and 
.41-Rashid said to her, “ Sing to us." So she took the lute and 
tuning It, lecited these couplets:— 

d my lord! since the day when I lost your sight, • My life was unglad- 
dened, my heart full of teen ; 

The memory of you kills me every night; • Ami by all the w orJds is 
my trace unseen; 

All for love of a Fawn who hath snared my sprite • By his love and his 
brow as the morning sheen 

Like a left hand parted from brother right • I became by parting 
thro’ Fortune’s spleen. 

On the brow of him Beauty deigned indite • “ Blest be Allah, whom 
best of Creators I ween I ” 

And Him I pray, who could disunite • To le-umte us. Then cry 
“ Ameen’ I ” 

When Al-Rashid heard the end of this, he waxed exceeding 
vvroth and said, “ May Allah not reunite you twain m gladness' ’ 
Then he summoned the headsman, and when he presented 
himself, he said to him, “Strike off the head of this accursed 
slave-girl. ” So !Masrur took her by the hand and led her away, 
but, when she came to the door, she turned and said to the Caliph, 
“ O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers 
and forefathers, behead me not until thou give ear to that I shall 
say ' ” Then she improvised and recited these couplets.— 

Emir of Justice, be to lieges kind • For Justice ,e\er guides thy 
generous mind, 


I Arab " Al-Bashkhanah " 

etc, Amen See i ol vh night dcccc.\xix. 
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And, oh, Mho hlnmcst lo%o to him inclining! • Arclo\crs blamed for 
laches nndo=igncd ? 

By Him who ga\o thee rule, deign spare my life • For rule on eaith 
He hath to thee assigned. 

Then Alasrur earned her to the other end of the sitting-hall and 
lioiind her eyes, and in.alcing her sit stood awaiting a second 
order; whereupon quoth the Lady Zub.aydah, “O Prince of True 
Believers, with thy permission, wilt thou not vouchsafe this 
damsel a portion of thy clemency? An thou slay her, ’twere 
injustice” Quoth he, ‘‘What is to he done wnth her?” and 
quolli she, “ Forbear to slay her and send for her lord. If he be 
,is she descriheth him in beauty and loveliness, she is excused, 
.and if he be not on this wise then kill her, and this shall be thy 
plea against her.'" Al-R.ishid replied, “No harm in this rede”, 
and caused return the d.imsel to her chamber, sajing to her, 
“The Lady Zub.aydah saith thus and thus” She lejonied, 
“ God requite her for me with good ' Indeed, thou dealest 
cqiUtnbly, O Commander of tile F.aithful, in this j'udgment,” 
And he retorted, “ Go now to thy place, and to-mono\v we will 
bid them bring thy loid.” So she Icisscd giound and recited 
these couplets.— 

I indeed will well for whom love I will: • Let cinder chide and let 
blaincr blame: 

All lues inii‘=t die at fixt tide and term • But 1 innsl die cre my life 
term came: 

Then oh whose love hath aflliclcd me • We I will bpt thy presence in 
liaslo I claim 

Then she arose and returned to her chamber. Now on the 
morrow^, the Commander of the Faithful sat in his h.all of 
audience, and his Wazir J.a’afar bin A'ahya the Barmecide c.ame 
in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, “I w'ould have 
thee bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight Sidi 
Nur al-Din Ah the Damascene.” Quoth J.a’afar, “ Hearing and 
obeying,” and going forth in quest of the 5'outh, sent to the 
bazars and Wakalahs and Khans for three successive d.ays, but 
discov'ered no trace of him, neither happened upon the place of 
him. So on the fourth d.ay he presented himself before the 
Caliph and said to him, “O our lord, I have sought him these 
three days, but h.avc not found him.” Said Al-Rashid, “Make 
ready letters to Damascus Peradventure he hath returned to 
his owm land ” Accordingly Ja’afar wrote a letter and despatched 


I XVhen asked, on Doomsday, his justification for having slam her 
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it by a droincclary-courier to the Damascus-city; and they sought 
hun tliere and found him not. Meanwhile, news was brought 
that Khorasan had been conquered'; wliereupon Al-Rashid 
rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and release all in the gaol, 
giving each of them a ducat and a dress. So Ja’afar applied 
himself to the adornment of the city, and bade his brother Al-Fazl 
iide to the prison, and robe and set free the pnsoners. Al-Fazl 
did as his brother commanded, and released all save the young 
Damascene, who abode still in the prison of blood, saying, “There 
is no Majesty, and there is no Might save in Allah, the Glorious, 
the Great 1 Vcnly, we are God’s and to Him are we returning.” 
Then quoth Al-Fazl to the gaoler, “ Is there any left in the 
prison ?’’ Quoth ho, “No, " and Al-Fazl was about to depart, 
when Nur al-Din called out to him from within the prison, 
saying, “ O our lord, tarry awhile, for there reniaineth none in 
the prison other than I, and indeed I am wronged. 'This is a day 
of pardon, and there is no disputing concerning it ” Al-Fazl bade 
release him ; so they set him free and he gave him a dress and a 
ducat. Thereupon the young man went out, bewildered and 
unknowing whither he should wend, for that he had sojourned in 
the gaol a year or so, and indeed his condition was changed and 
his favour fouled, and he abode walking and turning round, lest 
Al-Muradi come upon him and cast him into another calamity. 
When Al-Muradi learnt his release, he betook himself to the 
Wall and said, “ O our lord, w-e are not assured of our lives from 
that youth, because he hath been freed from prison and we fear 
lest he complain of us.” Quoth the Chief, “ How shall we do ^ 
and quoth Al-Muradi, “ 1 will c.ast him into a calamity for thee.” 
Then he ceased not to follow the Damascene from place to place, 
till he came up with him in a nariow stead and cul-de-sac, where¬ 
upon he accosted him and casting a cord about his neck, cned 
out, “ A thief' ” The folk flocked to him from all sides and fell 
to beating and abusing Nur al-Din,“ wdiiist he cried out for 
aidance but none aided him, and Al-Muradi kept saying to him, 
“ But yesterdaj' the Commander of the Faithful released thee and 
to-daj' thou robbest 1 ” So the hearts of the mob were hardened 
against him and again Al-iMuradi earned him to the Chief of 

1 Khorasan, which included our Afghanistan, turbulent then as now, was 
in a chronic state of rebellion diinng the latter part of Al-Rashid's reign 

2 The brutality of a Moslem mob on such occasions is phenomenal no 
fellow-feeling makes them decentlj kind And so at executions even women 
wall take an active part in insulting and tormenting the criminal. te<anng ms 
hair, spitting in his face, and so forth It is the instinctiie brutality witu 
w hich w lid beasts and birds tear to pieces a w ounded companion 
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Police, who bade hew ofi' hi'^ hand. Accordingly, the hangman 
took him and bringing out the knife, proceeded to cut off hi*; 
hand, while Al-Muradi p.rid to him, “ Cut and sever the bone and 
fry’ not m oil the stump for him, so he may lose .all his blood and 
we be at rest from him.” But Ahmad, he who had beiorc been 
the c.ausc of Ins deliverance, sprang up to him and ciied, “O foil:, 
fear All.\h in jour action with this youth, for that I know his 
affair, first and hast, .and he is clear of offence and guiltless: he is 
of the lords of houses,* and unless ye desist from him, I will go up 
to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with the case 
from beginning to end, and th.it the j'outh is innocent of sin or 
crime." Quoth AlAIiiradi, “ Indeed, we are not assured from his 
mischief”; and quoth Ahmad, '* Set him fice and commit him to 
me and I will warrant jou -against his doings, for j'e sh.all never 
sec him again after this. ” So they delivered Nnr al-Din to him 
and ho took him from their h.ands and said to him, “ O youth, 
have ruth on thj.sclf, for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of 
these folk twice, and if thej- piev.iil over thee a third time they 
will make an end of thee; and I in doing thus with thee, aim at 
reward for thee and recompense in Ile.avcn and answer of 
prnj'cr.’” So Nur al-Din fell to kissing his hand and ble.ssmg 
him said, “ Know that 1 am a stranger in this your city, and the 
completion of kindness is better than its commencement; where¬ 
fore I pray thee of thj' favour that thou inake perfect to me thy 
good offices and generosity, and bring me to the citj’-gatc. So will 
thy beneficence bo accomplished unto me, and may God Almighty 
requite thee for me with good!” Ahm.ui replied, “No h.irm 
shall betide thee ; go; I will bear thee conipanj' till thou come to 
thy place of safety.” And he left him not till he brought him to 
the city-gate, and said to him, “ O youth, go in Allah's guard and 
return not to the city ; for, an thej’ fall in with thee ag.sin, they 
will make an end of thee.” Kiir al-Din kissed his h.and and 
going forth the city, gave not over walking till he came to a 
mosque that stood in one of the suburbs of Baghdad and entered 
therein with the night. Now he had with him naught wherewith 
lie might cover himself; so he wrapped himself up in one oc the 
mats of the mosque and thus abode till d.awn, when the Muezzins 
came and finding him seated in such case, said to Inm, “ O youth, 


1 The popuKr way of stopping haimorrhage by plunging the stump into 
Inirmng oil, winch continued even jn Europe till Ambrose I'arc taught men to 
late up the artcncs 

2 < f , folk of good famiU 

3 1 1„ the result of thy fervent prajers to Allah for me 
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M hat is this plight ? ” Said he, “ I cast myself on your protection, 
imploi ing } our defence from a company of folk who seek to slay 
me unjustly and wrongously, ■without cause.” And one of the 
Muezzins said, “I -wnll piotect thee; so be of good cheer and 
keep thine eyes cool of tear." Then he brought him old clothes 
and covered him therewith ; he also set before him somewhat of 
victual and seeing upon him signs of fine breeding, said to him, 
“ O my son, I grow old and desiring help from thee, I will do away 
thy necessity.” Nur al-Din replied, “To hear is to obey”; and 
abode with the old man, ivlio rested and took his ease, while the 
youth did his service in the mosque, celebrating the praises of 
Allah, and calling the Faithful to pra3’er and lighting the lamps 
and filling the spout-pots* and sivceping and cleaning out the 
place of worship. On this wise it befell the young Damascene; 
but as regards Sitt al-MiIah, the Lady Zuba3’dah, the wife of the 
Commander of the Faithful, made a banquet in her palace and 
assembled her slave-girls. And the damsel c.ame, w'eeping-eyed 
and heavy-hearted, and those piescnt blamed her for this, where¬ 
upon she recited these couplets •— 

i'e blame the mourner who weeps his woe; • Needs must the mourner 
sing, w cepmg sore , 

An I sec not some happ3’ da3’ I’ll weep • Bnno-tears till followed by 
gouts of gore. 

When she had made an end of her verses, the Lady Zubaydah 
bade each damsel sing a song, till the turn came round to Sitt 
al-Milah, whereupon she took the lute, and tuning it carolled 
thereto four-and-tw'euty carols in four-and-twenty modes, then 
she returned to the first and sang these couplets :— 

The World hath shot me with all her shafts • Departing friends 
paiting-gricf t’ ab3': 

So in heart the burn of all hearts I bear • And in eyes the tear-drops 
of everi' e3’e. 

When she had made an end of her song, she wept till she garred 
the by'standers weep, and the Lady ZubayMah condoled with her 
and said to her, “ Allah upon thee, O Sitt al-Milah, sing us 
somew’hat, so w'e may hearken to thee.” The damsel replied, 
“ Hearing and obey’ing,” and sang these couplets — 

People of passion, assemble ye 1 • This day be the day of our agony: 
The Raven of se\ orance croaks at our doors; * Our ra^ en which nigh 
to us ay-e see we. 

I Arab "Al-AbSrik," plur of Ibrik, an ewer containing water for the 
tVuzu-ablution I have already explained that a hloslem wishing to be 
ceremoniall)' pure, cannot wash as Europeans do, in a basin whose contents 
are fouled bj the first touch 
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The friend*; v.c lo\c have appoinled us • The qric^ousc^t paitinjt-dulo 
to dree. 

Uisc, by j our lives, and let all at once • Tare to seel, our friends where 
their sight vve sec. 

Then she threw the lute from her hand and shed tear.s till she 
drew tears from the Lady Zubajdah, who s.iid to her, “O Sitt 
al-^Iilah, he whom thou lovest mcthmlcs is not in this world, for 
the Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in every pl.ice, 
but hath not found him ” Whereupon the damsel arose, and 
kissing the Princess’s hands said to her, “ O my lady, an thou 
wouldst have him found, I have this night a icqucst to make 
whereby thou mayst Win my need with the Caliph.” Quoth the 
Lady, "And what is it?” and quoth Sitt al-^Iilah, "'Tis that 
thou get me le.ive to fare forth by my.self and go round about in 
quest of him three d.iys, for the .adage saith. Whoso kecneth for 
herself is not like whoso is hired to keen ’! An if I find him, 
I will bring him before the Commander of the Faithful, so he 
mnj do with us what he will, and if I find him not, I shall be 
cut off from hope of him and the heat of that which is wnlh me 
w’ill bo cooled" Quoth the Lady Zubajdah, "1 will not get 
thee leave from him but for a whole month; so bo of good cheer 
and eyes cool and clear ” Whereat Sitt al-Milah rejoiced and 
rising, Insscd ground before her once more and went away to her 
own place, and right gl.ad was she. As for Zubayd.ih, she went 
in to the Caliph and talked with him awhile, then she fell to 
kissing him between the eyes and on his hand, and asked him for 
that which she had promised to Sitt al-Milah, saying, " O Com- 
ni.ander of the Faithful, I doubt me her lord is not found in this 
world: but, an she go about seeking him and find him not, her 
hopes will be cut off and her mind will be set at rest and she will 
sport and laugh;, and, indeed, while she nouri.shcth hope, she 
will never take the right direction.” And she ceased not cajoling 
him till he g.ave Sitt al-Milah Ic.ave to fare forth and make search 
for her lord a month's space, and ordered her a nding-mule and 
an eunuch to attend her, and bade the privy purse give her all 
she needed, were it a thousand dirhams a day or even more. So 
the Lady Zub.iydah arose and returning to her pakacc bade 
summon Sitt al-lllilah and, as soon as she came, acquainted her 
with that which had passed; whereupon she kissed her hand and 
thanked hei and called down blessings on her. Then she took 


I Arab "Nfiihah," the prxfica or mjriologist See vol. 1 night 
The proverb means, •' If jou want a thing done, do it yourself." 
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leave of the Princess and veiling her face with a mask,* disguised 
herself'*; after which she mounted the she-raule, and sallying forth 
went round about seeking her lord in the highways of Baghdad 
three days’ space, but happened on no tidings of him; and on 
the fourth day she rode forth without the city, NoiV it was the 
noon-hour and fierce was the heat, and she was aweary, and 
thirst came upon her. Presently she reached the mosque of the 
Shaykh who had lodged the young Damascene, and dismounting 
at the door, said to the old Mue,!zin, “ O Shaykh, hast thou a 
draught of cold water ’ Veiily, I am overcome with heat and 
thirst.” Said he, “’Tiswith me in my house.” So he earned 
her up into his lodging and, spreading her a carpet, seated her, 
after which he brought her cold water and she drank and said to 
the eunuch, “ Go thy ways wdth the mule and to-morrow’ come 
back to me here.” Accordingly he went away and she slept 
and rested herself. When she awoke, she asked the old man, 
“ 0 Shaykh, hast thou aught of food " and he answered; “ 0 my 
lady, I have bread and oliv'es.” Quoth she, “That be food 
which befitteth only the like of thee. As for me, I will have 
naught save roast lamb, and soups, and reddened fowls nght 
fat, and ducks farciswith all manner stuffing of pistachio nuts and 
sugar.” Quoth the Muezzin, “ O my lady, I have never heard 
of this chapter ° in the Koran, nor was it revealed to our lord 
Mohammed, w horn Allah sav'e and assam ‘! ” She laughed and 
said, “ O Shaykh, the matter is even as thou s.iyest; but bring 
me pen-case and paper.” So he brought her what she sought, 
and she wrote a note and g.av’e it to him, together with a seal-ring 
from her finger, saying, “ Go into the city and enquire for Such- 
an-one the Shroff, and give him this my note.” Accordingly the 
oldster betook himself to the city, as she bade him, and asked for 
the money-changer, to whom they' directed him, So he gave him 
ring and writ, seeing w'hich, he kissed the letter, and breaking it 


1 Arab *'Burka*/' the face\eil of Eg}pt, Syria, and Arabia ^\lth two 
holes for the e}es, and the end banging to the waist, a great contrast with the 
** Lilham,*’ or coquettish fold of transparent mushn aiieclcd by modest women 
in Stambul 

2 j f , donned petticoat-trousers and walking boots other than those she 
was wont to wear 

3 " Surah " (Koranic chapter) maj be a clerical error for " Surah " (with 
a Sdd) = sort, fashion (of food) 

4 Ihis IS solemn religious chaff, the Shajkh had doubtless often dippco 
hi8 hand abroad in such dishes, but hke a good ^loslera, be contented 
himself at home with w’heaten scones and olives, a kind of sacramental food, 
hke bread and wine in southern Europe But his retort would be acceptable 
to the True Believer who, the strictest of conservatives, pndes himself on 
imitating in all points the sajings and doings of the Apostle 
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open, rend it and nppreliciided its contents. TJicn tie rcp.iired to 
the bazar, and buying all that she bade him, laid it in a porter's 
crate and made him go with the Shaykh. The old man took the 
Hammal and went iMth him to the mosque, where he relieved 
him of his burden and earned the rich vi.inds in to Sitt al-hlilah. 
She seated him by her side and they ate, he and she, oi those 
dainty cates, tdl thej were satisfied, when the Sh.aykh rose and 
removed the food from before her. She passed that night in his 
lodging, .and when she got up in the morning she said to iiim, 
" O elder, may 1 not lack thy kind offices for the breakfast! Go 
to the ShrofTand fetch me fiom him the like of ycsterd.ay’s food.” 
So he .arose and betaking himself to the money-changer, ac¬ 
quainted him with that whicli she had hidden him. The Shro 
brought him all she required and set it on the heads of Hammals; 
and the Shaykh took them and retunicci wath them to the damsel, 
when she tat down wath him and they ate their sufficiency, after 
w’hich he removed the rest of the meats. Tlien she took the 
fruits and the flowcis and setting them over .against heisch, 
wrought them into rings and knots .md writs, whilst the Sh.ijkh 
looked on at a thing whose like he had never in his life seen, and 
rejoiced in the sight. Presently s.iid she to him, “ 0 elder, I 
would fain drink.” So he aiose and hroaglit her a gugglct ol 
water, hut she cried to him, “Who said to thec, Fetch that?” 
Quoth he, “Saidst thou not to me, 1 would f.ain dnnk?" and 
quoth she, “1 want not this, nay, I w.ant wme, the sol.aco ol 
the .soul, .so haply, O Sli.aykh, 1 in.a) relrcsh myself therewitli.” 
Exckaiiiu d the old man, “ Allah forfciid that strong drink be 
drunk in my liouse, and I a stranger in the land and a 
Muezzin and an Imam, who Icadctli the True Believers in 
prayer, and a servant of the House of the Lord of the three 
Worlds' ” “ Why wilt thou forbid me to drink thereof in thy 

house ?" “ Because ’tis uniaw'ful.” “ O eider, Allah hath forbidden 
only the eating of blood and carnoiP and hog's flesh: tell me, are 
grapes and honey lawful or iinlawful?” “They are lawful.” 
“This IS the juice of grapes and the water of honey." “Leave 
this thy talk, for thou shall never dnnk w’lnc m my house." 
“ O Shaykh, people eat and drink and enjoy themselves, and we are 
of the number of the folk, and Allah is indulgent and merciiul.-” 


1 I f . ammals that died witlioul being ceremonially killed 

2 Kor.-m 11 lOS Tins is from the Chapter of ihc C-oiv. where "lint 
which dicth of Itself ^camou), blood, pork, and that over which other ii.niie 
but that of Allah (ft, idols) hath been intolcd" arc forbidden But the 
verset humanely coiicliides "Whoso, Iioweser, shall eat them by conslramt, 
without desire, or as a transgressor, men no sm shall be upon him " 
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“ This is a thing that may not be.” “ Hast thou not heard what 
the poet saith ? ’’ And she recited these couplets:— 

Cease thou to hear, O Sim’dn-son,‘aught save the say of me; • How 
bitter 'twas to quit the monks and fly the monast’iy I 
When, on the Fete of Palms there stood, amid the hallowed fane,®* 
A pretty Faiin whose lovely pride gained me sore ivrong to dree 
May Allah bless the night we spent when he to us was third, • Wlule 
Moslem, Jew, and Na/iarene all sported fain and free 
Quoth he, from out whose locks appeared the gleaming of the morn,* 
“ eet is the wine and sweet the flowers that joy us comrades tluree. 

The garden of the gaitlis of Khiild where roll and rail amain,* 
Rivulets ’neath the myrtle shade and Bdn’s fair branehery. 

And birds make carol on the boughs and sing in blithest lay, • Yea, 
this indeed is hfe, but, ah 1 how soon it fades away,” 

She then asked him, '• O Shaykh, an Moslems and Jews and 
Nazarenes drink wine, who are we that we should reject it?” 
Answered he, “ By Allah, O my lady, spare thy pains, for this 
be a thing whereto I wall not hearken.”' When she knew that 
he would not consent to her desire, she said to him, “ 0 Shaykh, I 
am of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful, and the 
food waxeth heavy on me, and if I dnnk not I shall die of 
indigestion, nor wilt thou be assured against the issue of my case “ 
As for me, I acquit myself of blame towards thee,'for that I 
have bidden thee bev are of the wrath of the Commander of the 
Faithful, after making myself known to thee.” When the 
Shaykh heard her words, and that whereivith she threatened 
him, he sprang up and went out, perplexed and unknowing what 
he should do, and there met him a Jewish man, which was 
his neighbour, and said to him, “ How cometh it that I see thee, 
O Shaykh, strait of breast ? Eke, I hear in thy house a noise 
of talk, such as I am unwont to hear with thee.” Quoth the 
Muezzin, “’Tis of a damsel who declareth that she is of the slave- 
girls of the Commander of the Faithful, Harun al-Rashid; and she 
liath eaten meat and now would dnnk wine in my house, but I 
forbade her. However, she asserteth that unless she dnnk thereof, 
she will die, and indeed I am bewildered concemmg my case." 
Ansivered the Jew, “ Knoiv, O my neighbour, that the slave-girls 


lie, son of Simeon = a Chnstian 

2 Arab and Heb " Haykal,” suggesting the idea of large space, a temple, 
a sanctuary, a palace, ii hich bear a suspicious likeness to the Accadian £-kal, 
or great house = the old Egj'ptian Perao (Pharaoh?), and the Japaneee 
*' Mikado " 

3 Wine, canion and pork being lawful to the Moslem if used to save hfe 
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of the Commander of the Faithful are used to drink wine, and 
•when they eat and drink not, they die; and I fear lest happen 
some mishap to her, when thou wouldst not he safe from the 
Caliph’s fury." The Shajkh asked, “What is to be done?” and 
the jew answered, “I have old wine that will .suit her.” Quoth 
the Sha)kh, “f’.y the rit^ht of neighbourship, deliver me from this 
dcsoent' of calamity, and let me have that which is with thee' ” 
Quoth the Jew, “ Bisimllah, in the name of Allah,” and passing 
to his quarters, brought out a glass flask of wine, wherewith the 
Shaykli returned to Sitt al-Milah. This ple.ised her and she 
cried to him, “Whence hadst thou this?” lie replied, “ I got 
it from the Jew, my ncitrlibour' I set forth to him iiiv c.ase with' 
thee and he gave me this ” Thereupon Sitt al-lMilah filled a 
cup and emptied it; after which she drank a second and a third. 
Then she crovvmed the cup a fourtii time and handed it to the 
Shaykh, but he would not accept it from her. However, she 
conjured him, b} her own head and that of the Prince of True 
Believers, that he take the cup from her, till he received it 
from her hand and kissed it, and would have set it down, but 
she svvare him by lier life to smell it. Accordingly he smelt 
it, and she said to him, “ How deemest thou ? ” Said he, ‘ 1 
find its smell is sweet”; and she conjured him by the Caliph’s 
life to taste thcieof. So he put it to his mouth, and she rose to 
him and made him diink; whereupon quoth he, “O Pnneess of the 
Fair,- this is none other than good.” Quoth she, “So deem 1 
hath not our Lord promised us wine in Paradise?” He 
answered, “'ies! the Most High saith:—And rivers of wine, 
delicious to the drinkers.’ And we will drink it in this world 
and m the nc\t world ” She laughed and, emptying the cup, 
gave him to drink, and he said, “O Piincess of the Fair, 
indeed thou art e.vciisable in thy love for this.” Then he hent 
m hand from her another and another, till he became drunken, 
and his talk waxed great and his prattle. The folk of the 
quarter heard him and assembled under the window; and when 
the Shaykh was vv.are of them, he opened the window and said 
to them, “Are ye not ashamed, O pimps? Everj- one in his 
own house doth whatso he wilicth and none hindercth him; but 
we drink one single day, and ye assemble and come, panders 


1 Arab " N.izilah," < t, a curse coming down from Heaven 

2 Here and below a tr.ansl.ation of her name 

3 ■' A p.cture of Paradise which is promised to the God-fearing' Therein 
are rivers of water which t.aint not, and rivers of milk whose taste changetli 
not, and rivers of wine,” etc,—-Koran xlvn iG 

C c 


VOL. I\. 



37 ° 


Stipplemenlal Nights. 


th.it ye are’ To-day, wine, and to-morrow business*; and, 
from hour to hour cometh rehof.” So they laughed together 
and dispersed. Then the girl drank till she was drunken, ivhen 
she called to mind her lord and wept, and the Shaykh said to 
her, “What iiiaketh thee weep, O my lady?” Said she, “0 
elder, I am a lover and a separated ” He cried, “ O my lady, 
what is this love ? ” Cried she, “ And thou, hast thou never 
been in love' ” He replied, “ Bj’ Allah, O my lady, never in 
all my life heard I of this thing, nor have I ever known it' Is 
it of the sons of Adam or of the Jinn ? ” She laughed and said, 
“ Verily, thou art even as those of whom the poet speaketh in 
these couplets •— 

How oft shall they admonish and yc shun this nounshtnent; • When 
e'en tlic shepherd’s bidding is obev’id bj’ Ins flocks ? 

I see you like in shape and form to creatures whom w e term • Mankind, 
but in your acts and deeds j ou arc a sort of o\.= 

The Shaykh laughed at her speech and her verses pleased him. 
Then cried she to him, “ I desire of thee a lute." So he arose 
and brought her a bit of fuel.® Quoth she, “ IVhat is that ’’ ” 
and quoth he, “ Didst thou ,not say; Bring me fuel'' ” Saul 
she, “ I do not want this,” and said he, “What then is it that 
IS hight fuel, othci than this ? ” She laughed and replied, “The 
lute is an instrument of music, whereunto I sing.” Asked he, 

“ Where is this thing found, and of whom shall I get it for theei*’ 
and answered she, “Of him who gave thee the wme.” So he 
arose and betaking himself to his neighbour the Jew, said to 
him, “ Thou favourcdst us before wnth the wine, so now complete 
Illy favours and look me out a thing bight lute, w'hich be an 
instrument for singing; for she seeketh this of me and I know 
it not” Replied the Jew, “Hearkening and obedience,” and, 
going into his house, brought him a lute. The old man earned 
It to Sitt al-Milah, w hilst the Jew' took his drink and sat by a 
window' adjoining the Shaykh’s house, so he might hear the 
singing. The damsel rejoiced when the old man returned to 
her with the lute, and, taking it from him, tuned its stnngs 
and sang these couplets:— 

1 Let us li.n\e ivine and women, mirth and laughter. 

Sermons and soda-water the dav after 

Bar. Jtiaj., u 17S 

2 The o\ (B.akar) and the bull (Taur, \ol ip 14) are the Moslem 
emblems of stupidity, as with us are the highlj intelligent ass and the most 
sagacious goo^e 

3 In Arab ■■'Ud " means pnmanlj wood, then a lute See \ol u 
night \hx The Muezzm, hke the schoolmaster, is popuiarlj supposed to 
be a fool 
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Remains not, after you arc gone, or (race of yon or sign, • Rut hope to 
see tins parting end .ind break its lengtln line : 

You Mcnt and by your wending in.adc the whole world de'^olatc; . And 
none may stand this day in stead to fill the > earning cjiic 
Indeed, jon'vc burdened weakling me, by strength and forree of >ou « 
\Vitli load no bill hath power t’npheaic noi yet the plain low h’en. 
And I, whcneicr fain I scent the bree/e >our land o’erbreathes, • Lose 
ail my wits as though they were facniused with iicady wine. 

O folk no light affair is Lo\c for lo\er woe to dree • Nor casj’ 'tis to 
satisfi its ‘-orrow and repine. 

Ibc wandered Hast and West to hap upon your trace, and when • 
Spring-camps 1 find the dwellers cry, “Thcj’vc marched, those 
fnends o’ thine! ” 

Never accustomed me to part these intimates I lo\e; • Nay, when I 
left them all were wont new meetings to design. 

Now when she had ended her song, she wept with sore weeping, 
till presently sleep overcame her, and she slept. On the morrow 
she said to the Shaj kh, “ Get thee to the Shroff and fetch me 
the ordinary so he repaired to the money-changer and delivered 
him the message, wlicroupon he made ready meat and drink, 
according to his custom, w'Uh winch the old m.an returned to 
the damsel, and they ate their sufficiency. When she had 
eaten, she sought of him wine, and he went to the Jew and 
fetched it. Tlien the twain sat down and dr.ank; and, when 
she wa\ed drunken, she took the lute and, smiting it, fell a- 
singing and chanted these couplets:— 

IIow long ask I the heart, the heart drowned, and eke • Refrain my 
complaint while niy tc.ar-floods spe.ak ^ 

'1 licy forliid e’en the pliantoin to visit me, • (O marvel!) her phantom 
my conch to scck.‘ 

And, when she had made an end of her song, she wept with 
sore w'eeping. All this time the young Damascene was listening, 
nnd now he likened her v oice to the voice of his slave-girl, and 
then he put aw’ay from him this thought, and the damsel had 
no knowledge whatever of his presence. Then slie broke out 
again into song and chanted these couplets.— 

Ouoth they, “ Forget him 1 What is he ? " To them I cried, • “ Allah 
forget me when forget I mine adored 1" 

Now in this world shall I forget the love o’you? • He.avcn grant the 
thrall may ne’er forget to love his lord ! 


I I have noticed that among Arab lovers it was the fasinon to be jealous 
of the mistress's nightly phantom viiuch, as amongst mesmerists, is the loiei's 
j mbodiod will 
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I pray that Allah pardon all except thy love * Which, when I meet 
Him, may my bestest plea afford. 

After ending this song she drank three cups and, filling the 
old man other three, improvised these couplets:— 

Ills love he hid winch tell-tale tears betrayed ; * For burn of coal that 
'neath his ribs was laid: 

Giv’n that lie seek his joy in spring and flow ers • Some day, his spring's 
the face of dear-lo\ed maid. 

O ye nlio lilaino me for who baulks my love I « What sweeter thing 
than boon to man denayed ? 

A sun, yet scorcbeth he my %'ety heart 1 • A moon, but nseth he honi 
breasts a-sbadc I 

When she had made an end of her song, she threw' the lute 
from her hand and ivcpt, whilst the Shaylrh wept for her 
weeping. Then she fell down in a fainting fit, and presently 
recovering, crowned the cup and, drinking it off, gave the 
elder to drink, after which she took the lute and, breaking 
out into song, chanted these couplets'.— 

Thy parting is bestest of woes to rny heart, » And changed iny case 
till all sleep is eschfcw ed . 

The world to my being is desolate; » Then oh grief! and olihngenng 
solitude 1 

’ Maj be The Ruthful incline Ihec to me « And join us despite what our 
foes have sued 1 

Then she wept till her voice rose high, and her W'ailmg w'as dis¬ 
covered to those without; after xvhich she again began to drink 
and, plying the Shaykh with wine, sang these couplets: 

An they hid thy person from cjen-bight, » Thc\' hid not thy name fro 
my mindful sprite: 

Or meet me; thy ransom for meeting I’ll be’! * Or fly me, and ransom 
I’ll be for thj' flight' 

Mine outer speaks for nunc inner case, • And mine inner speaks for mine 

outer plight. 

\^’hen she had made an end of her verses, she threw the lute 
from her hand and w'ept and wailed Then she slept aivhile an 
presently aivalang, said, “ O Shaykh, say me, hast thou what 
we may eat ? ” He replied, “ O my lady, I have the rest of me 
food but she cried, “ I will not eat of the orts I have left. Go 
dow'n to the bazar and fetch us what ive may eat.” He rejome , 
“Excuse me, O my lady, I cannot nse to my feet, because 

I t e, I will laj down mj hfe to sare thee from sorrow—a common-place 
hyperbole of love 
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1 am bemucecl with wine; hut with me is the servant of the 
mosque, who is a sharp youth and an intelligent. I will call 
him, so ho may buy thee whatso thou wantest.” Asked she, 
“Whence hast thou this servant?" and he answered, “He is 
of the people of Damascus.” When she heard him say “ of the 
people of Damascus," she sobbed such a sob that she svmoned 
away; and wiicn she came to herself, she said, “Woe is mo 
for the people of Damascus, and for those who are therein 1 
Call him, O Shaj’kh, that he maj do our need." Accordingly, 
the old man put his bond forth of the window and called the 
youth, who came to him from the mosque and sought leave to 
enter. The Muezyin bade him come in, and when he appeared 
before the damsel, he knew her and she knew him ; w’hereupon 
he turned back in bewilderment and would have fled at hap¬ 
hazard ; but she sprang up to him and held him fast, and they 
embraced and wept together, till thej' fell to the floor in a fainting 
fit. When the Shajkh saw them in this condition, he feared for 
himself and fared forth 111 fnghl, seeing not the way for drunken¬ 
ness. His neighbour the Jew met linn and asked him, “ How is 
it that I behold thee astoundedAnswered the old man, 
" How should 1 not be astounded, seeing that the damsel who is 
with me IS fallen in love with the mosque servant and they have 
embraced and slipped down m a swoon ’ Indeed, I fear lest the 
Cahph come to Icnoiv of this and be wroth with me; so tell me 
thou what is thy dc\ice for that wherewith I am afflicted in the 
matter of this damsel ^ ” Quoth the Jew, “ For the present, take 
this casting-hot lie of rose-wator and go forlhnght and sprinkle 
them Hieiewoth : an they be aswoon for tins their union and 
embrace, they will reco^ cr, and if oihorwisc, then take to flight.” 
The Sliaykh snatched the casting-bottle from the Jew and, going 
up to the twain, sprinivled their faces, whereupon they came to 
themselves and fell to relating each to other that -which they had 
suffered, since both had beon parted, for the pangs of severance. 
Hur al-Dln also acijnainted Sitt al-?vlilah with that which he had 
endured from the folk who would have killed’ him and utterly 
annihilated him ; and she said to him, “ O my lord, let uS for the 


I Arab "Katl " I have noticed the Hibernian "kill," which is not a 
bull bill, like most provincialisms and Americanisms, a survival, an archaism 
In the old Frisian dialect, which agrees vvitli English in more words than 
" bread, butter, and cheese," we find the pnmary meaning of terms which 
with us'have survived only in their secondary senses, t g , killen=to beat, and 
sla"en = to strike Here is its grc.at v.aUie to the English philologist V/Iien 
Ihe^lnshman complains that he is "kilt," wo know through the Frismn what 
lie real!) means 
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nonce leave this talk and praise Allah for reunion of loves, and 
all this shall cease from us.” Then she gave him the cup and 
he said, “ By Allah, I will on no uise drink it whilst I am m 
this case ! ” So she drank it off before him and, taking the lute, 
swept the strings and sang these couplets :— 

O absent fro' me and yet present in place, • Thou art far from mine 
eyes and yet cvci nigh ! 

Thy famess bequeathed me all sorrow and care * And my troublous 
life can no ioy espy: 

Lone, forlorn, w cepiiig-cyelidded. imserablest, • I abide for thy sake as 
though banislit I: 

Then (ah grief o’ me!) far thou hast fared from sight • Yet canst no 
more depart me tlian apple of cj c! 

When she had made an end of her verse, she wept, and the young 
man of Damascus, Nur al-Din, wept also. Then she took the 
lute and improvised these couplets •— 

Well Allah wots I no\er namfid you « But tears o’erbrimming eyes in 
floods outburst ■, 

■And passion raged and pine would do me die, • Yet my heart rested 
w i’ the thought it nurst; 

O e 3 'e-light mine, O w ish and O my hope' • Your face can never 
quench mine eyes’ hot thirst. 

When Nur al-Din heard these his slave-girl’s verses, he fell 
a-weeping, while she strained him to her bosom and wiped away 
his tears with her sleeve, and questioned him and comforted his 
mind. Then she took the lute and sweeping its stnngs played 
thereon with such performing as would move the staidest to 
delight, and sang these couplets :— 

Indeed, what day bnngs not jour sight to me • That daj’Ireramber 
not as dight to me! 

And, when I vainly long on j'ou to look, » Mj' life is lost, oh, hfe an 
light o’ me ’ 

After this fashion thej' faied till the morning, tasting not the 
nourishment of sleep and w’hen the day lightened, behold the 
eunuch came with the she-mule and said to Sitt al-MiIah, “ The 
Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee.” So she arose an , 
taking bj’- the hand her lord, committed him to the Shaykh, sajmg, 
“ This is the deposit of Allah, then thy deposit,“ till this eunuch 


1 The decencj of this descnption is highly commendable, and I maj n 
that the Bresl Edit is comparatii ely free from erotic pictures 

2 t c , “ I commit him to thy charge under God " 
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conicth to thee ; and indeed, O elder, my due to thee is the white 
hand of favour such as filleth the interval betwixt heaven and 
earth." Then she mounted the mule and repairing to the palace of 
the Commander of the Faithful, went in to him and kissed ground 
before him. Quoth he to her, as w ho should m.ake mock of her, “ 1 
doubt not but thou hast found thy lord and quoth she, “ By thy 
felicity and the length of th\ continuance on life, I have indeed 
found him'" Now Al-Kashid uas leaning back; but, when he 
heard this, he sat upright and said to her, “By my life, true? " 
She replied, “ Ay, b^ th) life! " lie said, “ Bring him into iny 
presence, so I may see him ”; but she s.iid, “ O my lord, there 
have happened to him many haidships, and his charms are changed 
and his far our faded; and indeed the Prince of True Believers 
rouchsafed me a month, uherefoie I will tend him the rest of the 
month and then bring him to do his sendee to the Commander 
of the Faithful.” Quoth Al-Rashid, “Sooth thou sayest* the 
condition certainly r\as foi a month; but tell me what hath 
betided him.” Quoth she, “ O my lord (Allah prolong thy 
continuance, and make Paradise thy place of retuining and thine 
asylum, and the fire the abiding-placc of thy foes'), when he 
presenteth himself to servo thee, he will assuredly expound to thee 
ins case and will name to thee his wrong-doers; and indeed this is 
an arrear that IS due to the Pnnee of True Believers, by whom 
may Allah fortify the Faith, and vouchsafe him the victory o\er 
rebel and froward wretch' ” Thereupon he ordered her a fine 
house, and bade furnish it with c.arpcts and vessels of choice, and 
commanded them to give all she needed. This was done dining 
the rest of the day, and when the night came she sent the eunuch 
with a suit of clothes and the mule, to fetch Niir al-Din from the 
Muezzin’s lodging. So the young man donned the dress and 
mounting rode to the house, where lie abode m comfort and 
luxury a full-told month, while she solaced him with four things, 
the eating of fowls, and the diinkmg of wane, and the sleeping 
upon brocade, and the entering the bath after amorous refresh¬ 
ment. Furthermore, she brought him six suits of linen stuffs and 
took to changing his clotlies day by day ; nor was the appointed 
time of delay accomplished ere his beauty and loveliness returned 
to him: nay, his favour waxed tenfold fairer, and he became a 
seduction to all who looked upon him. One day of the days AI- 
Rashid bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed 
his clothes and robing him in sumptuous raiment mounted him on 
the she-mulc. Then he rode to the palace and, presenting himself 
belore the Caliph, saluted him with the goodliest of salutations, 
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and bespake him with Truchman’s^ speech eloquent and deep- 
thoughted. When Al-Rashid saAv him, he marvelled at the 
seemlincss of his semblance and his loquence and eloquence, and 
asking of him, was told that he was Sitt al-klilah’s lord , where¬ 
upon quoth he, “ Indeed, she is excusable in her love for him, and 
if we had put her to death wiongfully, as we were minded to do, 
- her blood would have been upon our heads.” Then he accosted 
the young man and entenng into discourse with him, found him 
veil-bred, intelligent, clever, quick-witted, generous, pleasant, 
elegant, excellent. So he loved him with exceeding love and 
questioned him of his native citj' and of his sire, and of the cause 
of his journey to Baghdad. Nur al-Dm acquainted him with 
that which he would know in the goodliest ivords and concisest 
phrases; and the Caliph asked him, “ And where hast thou been 
absent all this while ? Verily, we sent after thee to Damascus 
and i\Iosul and all other cities, but happened on no tidings of 
thee ” Answered the young man, “ O my lord, there betided thy 
slave in thy capital that which never j’et betided any.” Then he 
acquainted him with his case, first and last, and told him that 
which had befallen liim of evil from Al-Muradi and the Chief of 
Police. Now when Al-Rashid heard this, he was chagrined with 
sore chagrin and waxed wroth with exceeding wrath and cned, 
“ Shall th's thing happen in a city wherein I am ? ” And the 
Hiishmi' vein- started out between his eyes. Then he bade fetch 
Ja’af/.f, and v hen he came between his hands he acquainted him 
with the adventure and said to him, “ Sh.all this thing come to pass 
in my city and I have no news of it ? ” Thereupon he bade 
Ja'afar fetch all whom the young Damascene had named, and 
when they came he bade smite their neclcs: he also summoned 
him whom they called Ahmad, and who had been the means of 
the jmung man’s deliverance a first time and a second, and thanked 
him and showed him favour, and bestowed on him a costly robe of 
honour, and made him Chief of Police m his city.® Then he sent 
for the Shaykh, the Muezzin, and when the messenger came to 
him and told him that the Commander of the Faithful summoned 
him, he feared the denunciation of the damsel, and walked with 
him to the palace, breaking wund for fear as he w’^ent, whilst allw'ho 
passed him by laughed at him. When he came into the presence of 
the Commander of the Faithful, he fell a-trembling and his tongue 


1 Arab (and Heb) “ Tai^umSn ”=a dragoman, for which see \6l i 
night x In the ne\t tale it will occur with the sense of poljglottic 

2 See vol i night ^\\v 

3 After putting to death the unjust Prefect. 
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was ticd,^ so that he could not speak. Tlie Caliph smiled at him 
and said, “ 0 Shaykh, thou hast done no ofTcnce , so why fearest 
thou? ’’ Answered the old man (and indeed he was in the sorest 
of that which may he of fear), “ O my lord, by the virtue of thy pure 
forefathers, indeed I ha\ c done nau"ht, and do thou enquire of my 
manners and morals,” The Caliph laughed at him and ordenng 
him a thousand dinars, bestowed on bun a costly robe of honour, 
and made him headman of the Mucz.:ins m his mosque. Then 
he c.allcd Silt al-khlah and said to her, “ The house wdierein thou 
lodgest ^Yith alt it cont.nneth is a Lirgcssc to thy lord • so do thou 
talce him and depart w ith him in the safeguard of Allah Almighty; 
but absent not yourselves from our presence." Accordingly she 
went forth with the young D.amasccne, and when she came to the 
house she found that the Prince of True Beheveis had sent them 
gifts galore and good things in store. As for Nur al-Din, he sent 
for Ins father and mother, and appointed for himself agents in the 
city of Damascus to receive the rent of the houses and gardens 
and Wakalahs .and 1-Iammams; and they occupied themselves 
with collecting that which accrued to him and sending it to him 
every* year. Meanwhile, his father and mother came to him, with 
that which they had of monies and merchandise of price and, fore¬ 
gathering witli their son, found that he was become of the chief 
ofiiceis and familiars of the Commander of the Faithful, .and of 
the number of his sitting-companions .and nightly entertainers, 
wherefore they rejoiced in reunion with him and he also rejoiced 
in them. The Caliph assigned them solde and allowances, and 
as for Nur al-Din, his father brought him those riches, and his 
wealth w.a^cd and his estate w.as stabhshed, till he became the 
richest of the folk of his time in Baghdad, .ind left not the presence 
of the Commander of the lAaithful or by night or by d.ay. He was 
vouchsafed issue by Sitt al-Milah, and he ceased not to live the 
goodliest of lives, he and she and his father and his mother, a 
while of time, till Abu al-H.asan sickened of a sore sickness and 
departed to the mercy of Allah Almighty. Presently, his mother 
also died and he carried them forth and shrouded them and buried 
and m.ule them expiations and funer.il ceremonies.- In due course 
his children grew* up and became like moons, and he reared them 
in splendour and afiection, while his wealth W'axed and his case 
never w-aned. He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the 


1 Arab ''T-ajl.aj” See vol. vu night dcccdwrii 

2 Arab "Ma\'.tlid” lit !=nati\ily festiials (plur of Maulid) See vol 
\ii night dccccKwi 
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Commander of the Faithful, he and his children and his sla\e-girl 
Sitt al-Milah, and they abode in all solace of life and prosperity 
till there came to them the Destroyer of delights and the Sunderer 
of societies; and laud to the Abiding, the Eternal! This is all 
that hath come doivn to us of their story. 


TALE OF KING INS BIN ICAYS AND HIS 
DAUGHTER WITH THE SON OF KING 
AL-’ABBAS.i 

There was once, in days of yore, and in ages and times long 
gone before, in the cit}' of Baghdad, the House of Peace, a king 
mighty of estate, lord of understanding and beneficence, and 
generosity and munificence, and he was strong of sultanate, and 
endowed with might and majesty and magnificence. His name 
was Ins bin Kays bin Rabi’ al-Shaybani,- and when he 'took 
horse there rode about him riders from the farthest parts of 
the tuo Iraks’ Almighty Allah decreed that he should take 
to wife a Avoman hight ’Afifah, daughter of Asad al-Sundusi, 
who was endowed with beauty and loveliness and brightness, 
and perfect grace and symmetry of shape and stature; her face 
was like the crescent moon, and she had eyes as they were 
gazelle’s eyes, and an aquiline nose like Luna’s cymb. She 
had learned cavalrice and the use of arms, and had mastered 
the sciences of the Arabs; eke she had gotten by heart all the 
dragomanish* tongues, and indeed she Avas a ravishment to 
mankind. She abode AAuth Ins bin Kaj's tivelve years, during 
which time he AA’as not blessed Avith children by her; so his 
breast Avas straitened by reason of the failure of lineage, and 


1 Brest Edit , vol \ii pp 116-237, nights dcccclwi-dccccK\i\ Pa)ne 
entitles it, " El Abbas and the King s Daughter of Baghdad ’’ 

2 '■ Of the Shajbin tribe” I ha\e noticed (lol 1 night x\xiv ) how 
mosely the title Malik (King) is applied m Arabic and in mediaai al Europe 
But It IS ultra-Shakespearian to place a Badaw 1 King in Baghdad, the capital 
founded by the Abbasides and ruled by those Caliphs till their downfall 

3 • e , IrSk Arab! (Chaldaia), and 'Ajami (Western Persia) For the 
meaning of Al-Irak, which always, except in verse, takes the article, see 
'0l 11 night liii 

_ 4 See supra, p 376 Mr Payne suspects a clerical error for "Turku- 
maniyah* ='lurcomanish , but this is hardly acceptable 
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he besought his Lord to vouchsafe him a son. Accordingly 
the queen conceived, by permission of Allah Almighty; and 
when the days of her pregnancy were accomplished, she gave 
birth to a maid-child, than whom never saw eyes fairer, for that 
her face was as it were a pearl pure-bright or a lamp r.aying 
light, or a candle gilt with gold, or a full moon breaking cloudy 
fold, c\to!led be He who her from vile water dight, and made 
her to the beholders a delight! When her father saw her in 
this fashion of loveliness his reason fled for joy, and when she 
giew up he t.aughl her writing .and hellcs-hittcs and philosophy, 
and all manner of tongues. So she excelled the folk of her 
time and surpassed her peers: and the sons of the kings heard 
of her. and all of them longed to look upon her. The first who 
sought hei to wife was King Nabh.in* of Mosul, who came to 
her with a great company, bunging an hundred she-camcls, 
laden with musk and lign-alocs and ambergris, and five score 
loaded with camphor and jewels, and other hundred laden with 
silver monies, and jet other hundred loaded with raiment of 
silken stufi's, sendal and brocade, besides an hundred slave- 
girls and a century of choice steeds of swift .and generous 
breeds, completely housed and accoutred as they were brides; 
and all this he had i.iid before her father, demanding her of 
him in wedlock. Now' King Ins bin Kays had bound himself 
by an oath that he would not marry his daughter save to him 
whom she should choose; so, when King Nabh.in sought her 
in marriage, her father went m to her and consulted her 
concerning his affair. She consented not, and he repeated to 
Nabhan that which she said, wdiercupon he departed from him. 
After this came King-Bahr.im, lord of the White Island, with 
treasures richer than the first; but she accepted not of him, 
and he returned disappointed; noi did the kings cease coming 
to her sire, on her account, one after otliei, from the farthest 
of the lands and the climes, each glorying in bringing 
more than those w'ho forew ent him ; but she heeded not any one 
of them. Presently, .‘M-'Abb.is, son of King Al-“Aziz, lord of the 
land of Al-Yaman and Z.ibidun" and Meccah (which Alkali in¬ 
crease in honour and brightness and beautj ') heard of her, and 
he was of the great ones of Meccah .and Al-Hijaz-’ and was a youth 
without hair on his side-face. So he presented himself one day 


1 As fabulous a person.iai. as ' Kins Kajs ’ 

2 Possible a cKncal error for Zabd. the famous cap.tal of the 'l.abamah. 
or lowlands of Al-Yaman 

3 'lilt Moslem's HoU l«and whoac capital is Meccah 
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in Ins sire's assembly, whereupon the folk made way for him, and 
tlie king seated him on a chair of red gold, crusted with pearls 
and gems The Prince sat, with his head bow«d ground-wards 
and spake not to any ; whereby his father knew that his breast 
was straitened, and bade the cup-companions and men of wit 
relate marvellous liistones, such as beseem the sessions of kings; 
nor was there one of them but spoke forth the goodliest of that 
which ivas with him; but Al-'Abbas still abode with his head 
bow’cd down. Then the king bade his sitting-companions mth- 
draw, and w'hen the chamber was private, he looked at his son 
and said to him, “ By Allah, thou cheerest me with thy coming in 
to me, and chagrincst me for that thou payest no heed to any of 
the familiars nor of the cup-companions. What is the cause of 
this? ” Answered tiie Prince, “ O my papa, I have heard tell that 
in the land of Al-Ir.ik is a woman of the daughters of the kings, and 
her father is called King Ins bin Kays, lord of Baghdad; she is 
famed for beauty .ind loveliness and brightness and perfect grace, 
and indeed many of the kings have sought her in marriage, but her 
soul consented not unto any one of them. Wherefore my thought 
jirompteth me to travel herwards, for that my heart cleavetb to 
her, and I beseech thee suffer me to go to her.” His sire replied, 
“ O my son, thou knowest that I have none other than thyself of 
children, and thou art the coolth of mine eyes and the fruit of my 
vitals; nay, 1 cannot brook to be paited fiom thee a single hour, 
and I purpose to seat thee on the throne of the kingship and 
espouse thee to one of the daughters of the kings, W'ho shall be 
fairer than she” Al-Abb.as gaie ear to his father's word and 
dared not gainsay him; wherefore he abode wdth him awhile, 
whilst the loi e-fire raged in his vitals. Then the king took rede 
w'lth himself to build his son a Hammam and adorn it w ith various 
paintings, so he might dispkay it to him and'diveit him with the 
sight 'thereof, to the intent that his body might be solaced thereby, 
and that the accident of tra\ el might cease from him and he be 
turned from his purpose of removal from his parents. Presently 
he addressed himself to the building of the bath and, assembling 
architects and artisans from all his cities and citadels and islands, 
assigned them a foundation-site and marked out its boundaries 
Then the workmen occupied themselves with the building of the 
Hammam, and the ordinance and adornment of its cabinets and 
roofs They used paints and. precious minerals of all kmds, 
according to the contrast of their colours, red and green and blue 
and yellow, and what not else of all manner tincts; and each 
artisan wrought at his craft and each painter at his art, whilst the 
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rest ot the iolk busied themsches with tiauspoiting thither vnii- 
coloured stones. One day, as the Master-painter wrought at his 
work, there c.ame in to Inin a poor man, who looked iong upon 
him and observed his niybtei> . whetcupoii quoth the artist to him, 
“ Know’cst thou aught of painting ’ ” Ouoth the stranger, “Yes”, 
so he gave him tools and p.uiits and .said to Inm, “ Limn for us a 
rare semblance.’’ Accordingly the p.uiper stranger entered one of 
the bath-chambers and drew on its walls a double bolder, which 
he adorned on both sides, after a fashion than’ which ejes ne\cr 
saw a fairer. Moreo\ er, amiddlcmost the chamber he limned a 
picture to which there lacked but the breath,’ and it was the 
portraiture of M.iri}ah, daughter to the king of llaghd.ad. Then, 
when he had finished the portr.ait, he went his way and told none 
of what he had done, nor knew any wight the chambers and doors 
of the bath and the adornment and ordinance thereof. Presently 
the chief artisan c.ame to the palace and sought audience of the 
king who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the eaitli, 
saluted him with a s.alam beseeming Sultans and said, “ O king 
of the time and loid of the age and tlio tide, may prosperity 
endure to thee and acceptance and eke thy degree over all 
the kings both morning and evening’ evaltcd be' The work 
of the bath is accomplished, by the long’s fair fortune and the 
purity of his purpose, and indeed we h.avc done all that heho\ed 
ns, and there remameth but that w'hich behoveth the king.” Al- 
Aziz ordered him a costly robe of honour and expended monies 
galore, ginng unto each who had wroughten after the measure 
of his work. Then he assembled in the Hammam all the Lords 
of Ins realm, Emirs and Wa/irs and Chamberlains and Nabobs, 
and the chief officers of Ins kingdom and household, and seeding 
lor his son Al-Abbas, said to him, “O my son, I ha\e budded 
thee a bath, wherein thou m.ayst t.ake thy plc.asance; so entei 
that thou mayst see it .and dnert thyself by ga/ing upon it 
and vicw'ing the beauty of its ordinance and decoration ” “ With 

love and gladness,” replied the Prince and entered the bath, 
he and the king and the folk about them, so they might divert 
themselves with viewing that which the workmen’s hands had 
w’orked. Al-Abbas went in and p.assed from place to place 
and chamber to chamber, till he came to the loom aforesaid 
and espied the portrait of iMariyah, whereupon he lell down m 


1 A hinted protot ng.iinst m.'iking a picture or a slalne which the artist 
c.mnot quicken, as this process will tic demanded of him on Doomsdaj 
Ilcnce also the Princess is c.alled Jlanjah (Maria, Marj) a non-Moskm name 

2 j IT, d.aj and night, for e\cr. 
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a fainting fit and the workmen went to his father and said to 
him, “Thy son Al-Abbas hath swooned away.” So the king 
came and finding his son cast down, seated himself at his hea,d 
and bathed his face with rose-water. After awhile he revived and 
the king said to him. “ I seek refuge ivith Allah for thee, 0 my 
son ! What accident hath bef.illen thee ? ” The Pnnce replied, 
“ O my father, I did but look on yonder picture and it bequeathed 
me a thousand qualms, and there befell me that which thou 
beholdest.” Therewith the king bade fetch the Master-painter, 
and when he stood before him, he said to him, “Tell me of 
yonder portrait and what girl is this of the daughters of the 
kings; else I ivill take thy head.” Said the painter, “ By Allah, 
O king, I limned it not, neither know I who she is, but 
there came to me a poor man and looked hard at me. So I 
asked him, Knowest thou the art of painting'? and he an 
swered. Yes. Whereupon I gave him the ge.ir and said to him, 
Limn for us a rare semblance. Accordingly he painted yonder 
portrait and went away and I wot him not, neither have I 
ever set ej'es on him save that day.” Hearing this, the king 
ordered all his officers to go round about m the thoroughfares 
and colleges, and to bring before him all strangers they found 
there. So they vent forth and brought him much people, 
amongst whom was the pauper who had painted the portrait. 
When they came into the presence, the Sultan bade the crier 
make public proclamation that whoso wrought the portrait should 
discover himself and have whatso he wished. Thereupon the 
poor man came forward and kissing the ground before the king, 
said to him, “ O king of the age, I am he who limned yonder 
likeness.” Quoth Al-Aziz, “ And knowest thou who she is ? 
and quoth the other, “ Yes, this is the portrait of hlariyah, daughter 
of the king of Baghdad.” The king ordered him a robe of 
honour and a slave-girl, and he went his way. Then said Al- 
Abbas, " O my papa, give me leave to seek her, so I may l^k 
upon her; else shall I farewell the world, withouten fail.” 1 he 
king his father wept and answered, “ O my son, I budded thee 
a Hammam, that it might turn thee from leaving me, and behold, 
it hath been the cause of thy going forth; but the behest of 
Allah is a determinate decree.^” Then he wept again and 

I Koran x-ooii 38; this concludes a " revelation ” concerning the diwrce 
and marriage to Mohammed of the" wife of his adopted son Za>d ouc 
umon, superstittously held incestuous by all Arabs, was a terrible scandal to 

nsmg Faith, and could be abated only by the " Commandment 01 Allan 
Zayd and Abu Lahab (chap c.\t 1 1 are the onU contemporaries ol Monamineu 
trained in the Koran 
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Al-Abbas said to him, “ Fear not for me, for thou knowest my 
process and puissance in returning answers in the assemblies of 
the. land, and my good breeding and accomplishments together 
with my skill in rhetoric, and indeed for him ivhose father thou 
art and whom thou hast leaved and bred, and in whom thou hast 
united praiseworthy qualities, the repute whereof hath traversed 
the East and the West, thou needest not fear aught, more 
especially as I purpose but to seek pleasuring and return to 
thee, an it be the will of Allah Almighty.” Quoth the king, 
“Whom wilt thou take with thee of attendants and wdiat of 
monies ’" Kephed Al-Abb.as, “ O my papa, I have no need 
of horses 01 c.iniels or weapons, for I purpose not warfare, 
and I will have none go forth w’ith me save my page ’Amir 
and no more,” Now' as he and his father were thus engaged in 
talk, ill came his mother and c.iught hold of him ; and he said to 
her, “ Allah upon thee, let me gang my gait and strive not to 
divert me from what purpose I h.a%o purposed, for needs must I 
go." She replied, “ O my son, if it must bo so and there be no 
help for it, swear to me that thou wilt not be absent from me 
more than a year.” And he sware to her. Then he entered his 
father’s treasuries .ami took therefrom what lie w'ould of jew’els 
and jacinths and cveiything weighty of worth and light of load: he 
also bade bis servant Amir saddle him two steeds and the like for 
himself, and whenas the night beset bis back,' he rose from his 
couch and mounting Ins horse, set out for Baghdad, he and Amir, 
whilst the page knew not whither lie intended.® He gave not 
overgoing .and the journey was joyous to him, till they came to 
a goodly land, abounding in birds and wild beasts, whereupon 
Al-Abbas started a gazelle and shot it with a shaft. Then he 
dismounted and, cutting its throat, said to his servant, “ Alight 
thou and skin it and c.irry it to the w ater.” Amir answxred him 
wath “ Flearkening and obedience,” and going down to the water, 
built a fire .and broiled the gazelle's flesh. Then they ate their 
fill and drank of the water, after which they mounted again and 
fared on with diligent faring, and Amir still unknowang whither 
Al-Abbas was minded to wend. So he said to him, “ O my lord, 

I conjure thee by Allah of All-might, wilt thou not tell me 
whither thou intendest ? ” Ai-Abbas looked at him and in reply 
improvised these couplets.— 


1 I f , darkened beliind liun 

2 Heie we have again, as so common in Arab romances, the expedition of 
« modified Don Quixote and Sandio Pan^a. 
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In my \itals are fires of desiie and repine, • And naught I reply when 
they fiarc on high: 

Baghdad-wards I hie mo on lifc-and-dcafh work, • Loving one who 
distorts my right judgment awry: 

A swift camel under me shortcuts the wold • And deem it a cloud all 
who nearh.ind espy: 

O ’Amir make haste after model of her • Wlio would heal mine ill and 
Lo\ c’s cup drain dry: 

For the le\en of lo\c bums the vitals of me; • So with me seek iny 
tnbe and stmt all reph. 

When Amir heard his lord’s verses, he knew that he was a slave 
of lov'C and that she whom he loved abode in Baghdad. Then 
they fared on night and day, trav'ersing plain and stony way, till 
they sighted Baghdad and lighted down in its environs' and there 
lay theii night. When they arose in the morning, they removed 
to the bank of the Tigris, where they encamped and sojourned a 
second day and a third. As they abode thus on the fourth da)', 
behold, a company of folk givmg their'beasts the rem and cr)’ing 
aloud and saying, “Quick! Quick! Haste to our rescue. Ho 
thou the King' ’’ Therewith the King's chamberlains and officers 
accosted them and said, “What is behind you and what hath 
betided you ? ” Quoth they, “ Bring us before the King.” So 
the)’- earned them to Ins bin Kays; ami when they saw him, 
they said to him, “O King, unless thou succour us, we are dead 
men; for that we are a folk ot the Banti Shayban,^ who have 
taken up our abode in the parts of Bassorah, and Hodhayfah, 
the wild Arab, hath come down on us with his steeds and his men 
and hath slam our horsemen and earned off our women and 
children ; nor was one saved of the tribe but he who fled, where¬ 
fore we crav'e help first by Allah Almighty, then by thy life.” 
When the King heard their speech, he bade the crier proclaim in 
the highways of the city that the tioops s'nould husk them to 
march, and that the horsemen should mount and the footmen fare 
forth , nor w as it but the twinkling of the eye ere the kettle-drums 
beat and the trumpets blared, and scarce was the forenoon of the 
day passed when the city was blocked with horse and foot 
Presently, the king reviewed them and behold, they were four-and- 
twenty thousand in number, cavalry and infantry'. He bade them 
go forth to the enemy and gave the command of them to Saad 
ibn al-Waljidi, a doughty cavalier and a dauntless champion; so 
the horsemen set out and fared on along the Tigns-bank. 


1 Arab "Arzi-ha’'= 5 n its earth, Us outhing suburbs 

2 The king's own tnbe 
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Al-Abbas. son of King Al-Aziz, looked at them and saw the 
flags flaunting and the standards stirring and heard the kettle¬ 
drums beating; so he bade his page saddle him a blood-steed 
and look to the surcingles and bring him his harness of war, for 
indeed horsemanship ‘ was rooted in his heart. Quoth Amir, 
“ *\.nd indeed I saw Ai-Abbas, ins eyes wa\cd red and the hair of 
his hands on end.” So he mounted his charger, whilst Amir also 
bestrode a destrier, and they uent foilh ^\llh the commando .and 
f.iied on two days. On the third d.ay, after the hour of the mid- 
afternoon pi.aycr, they came in sight of the foe, rnd the two armies 
met and the two ranks joined in fight. The stnfc raged amain 
and sore was the strain, whilst the dust rose in clouds and hung 
in vaulted shrouds, so that all eyes were blinded ; and they ceased 
not from the battle till the night overtook theni,^ when the two 
hosts drew off from the mcll.ay and passed the night, perplexed 
concerning themselves. When Allah caused the morning to 
morrow, the two hosts were aligned in line and their thous.ands 
fixed their ejnc and the troops stood looking one at other. Then 
sallied forth Al-H.lris ibn Sa’ad between the two lines and pl<a)cd 
with his lance and cried out and improvised these couplets:— 

Von in c\ cry w.ay arc this day our prey, • Ami ever wo prajed jour 
.eight to see: 

Tfio Kiithful dr.avc yon Hodhajdah-w.ards • To tlic Br.a'c, llic Lion 
who sw.ays the free: 

Saj, amid jou's a man who would heal his ills, » With whoso lust of 
battle shrewd blows agree' 

Then Iw Allah meet me who come to jo.i, • And whoso is wronged 
shall the wronger he ^ 

'I'liereupon there sallied forth to him Zuhayr Inn Ilabib, and 
they wheeled about and wiled a while, then they exchanged 
strokes. Al-IIans forewent his foe m smiting and stretched him 
weltering in his gore; whereupon Hodhayfah cried out to him, 
“ Gifted of Allah' art thou, O Hans 1 C.all out another of them.” 
So he cried aloud, “ 1 say, who be a champion ? ” But they of 


I'/ f . ho w'as alwaj s " spoiling for a fight " 

2 In the text iheT-ist two sentences arc spoken by Amir and the storj- 
teller suddenly resumes the third person 

3 Mr P.aj ne tr.anslates this, And God defend the right ” 

4 Arab •'Ijlldiu darruk", see \oI m night ccxiv Captain Lockett 
(p 28) justly remarks that " it is a sort of cncomi.islic exclam.stion of frequent 
occurrence in Arabic and much c.asier to comprehend than translate " Darra 
signifies flowing freely (as milk from the udder), .and w.as metaphoncallj 
transferred to bounty and to indoles or natural capacity Thus the phrase 
means, " your flow of milk is bj or through Allah,” j r , of unusual ainmdance 
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Baghdad held bach from him; and when it appeared to Al-Hans 
that consternation was amongst them, he charged down upon 
them and overtoiled the first of them upon the last of them and 
slew of them twelve men. Then the evening caught him and the 
Baghdadis began addressing themselves to flight. No sooner 
had the morning morrowed than they found themselves reduced 
to a fourth part of their number, and there was not one of them 
had dismounted from his horse. Wherefore they made sure of 
destruction, and Hodhayfah rushed out between the two lines 
(now he was reckoned good for a thousand knights), and cried out, 
“ Harkyc, my masters of Baghdad' Let none come forth to 
me but your Emir, so I may talk with him and he with me; and 
he shall meet me in combat singular and 1 will meet him, and 
may he who is clear of offence come off safe. ” Then he repeated 
his words and said, “ How is it I see your Emir refuse me a 
leply ? ” lint Sa’ad, the Emir of the army of Baghdad, answered 
him not, and indeed his teeth chattered in his mouth, when he 
heard him summon him to the duello. Now when Al-Abbas 
heard liodhayfah’s challenge and saw Sa’ad in this case, he came 
up to the Emir and asked him, “ Wiit thou suffer me to answer 
him, and 1 will be thy substitute in replying him and in niono- 
machy with him and will make my life thy sacrifice ? ” Sa’ad 
looked at him and, seeing knighthood shining from between his 
eyes, said to him, “ 0 j'outh, by the virtue of Mustafa the Chosen 
Prophet (whom Allah save and assain!), tell me who thou art and 
whence thou coniest to bring us wetory^?” Quoth the Prince, 
“ This IS no place for questioning ” ; and quoth Sa’ad to him, “ 0 
Knight, up and at Hodhayfah ' Yet, if his Satan prove too strong 
for thee, afflict not thyself in thy youth.'^” Al-Abbas cried, “Allah 
is He of "whom help is to be sought*’’; and, taking his arms, 
fortified his purpose and went don n into the field, as he were a 
fort of the forts or a mountain’s contrefort. Thereupon Hodhayfah 
cued out to him, saying, “ Haste thee not, O youth 1 Who art 
thou of the folk ? ’’ He replied, “ I am Sa’ad ibn al-Wakidi, 
commander of the host of King Ins, and but for thy pnde in 
challenging me I had not come forth to thee; for thou art no 
peer for me to front, nor as mine equal dost thou count, nor canst 

1 The words are euphemistic we should say, “ comest thou to oar 
succour ? " 

2 1 ^ , If his friend the Devil be oierstrong for thee, flee him rather than 
oe slain, as 

He who fights and runs away 

Shall li\ e to fight another day. 

3 1 r , I look to Allah for aid 
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thoxi bear my brunt. Wherefore get thee ready for the last march’ 
seeing that there abideth but a little of thy life." When 
llodhajfah heard this speech, he threw himself backwards,® as if 
in mockery of him, wheieat Al-Abbas was wroth and called out 
to him, saj mg. “ O Hodhayfah, guard thyself against me." Then 
he rushed upon him, as he were a s^\ooper of the Jmn,® and 
Hodhayfah met him and they wheeled about a long while. Pre¬ 
sently, Al-Abb.is cried out at Ilodhayf.ih a cry which astounded 
him, and struck him a stroke, s.ijing, “ T.akc this from the hand of 
a br.ave who feareth not the like of thee." llodh.ayfah met the 
sabre-sway with his shield, thinking to ward it off from him ; but 
the blade shore the target in sunder and, descending upon his 
shoulder, came forth gleaming from the tendons of his throat and 
severed his arm at the armpit; whereupon he fell down, wallowing 
in his blood, and Al-Abbas tinned upon his host; nor had the sun 
departed the dome of the welkin ere Hodhayfah's army was in 
full flight before Al-Abbas and the saddles were empty of men. 
Quoth Sa’ad, “ lly the virtue of Mustafa the Chosen Prophet 
(whom Allah save and assain!) I saw Al-.-\bbas with the Wood 
upon his saddle-pads, in clots like camels' livers, smiting with the 
sword right and left, till he scattered them abroad in every gorge 
and wold; and when he hied him b.ack to the camp the men of 
Baghdad were fearful of him.” But as soon as they saw this 
victory which had batided them over their foes, they turned b.ack, 
and gathering together the weapons and treasures and horses of 
those they had slam, returned to Baghdad, victorious, and all by 
the knightly valour of Al-Abbas. As for Sa’ad, he foreg.'ithered 
with his lord, and they fared on m company till they came to the 
place where Al-Abbas had taken horse, whereupon the Prince 
dismounted from his charger and Sa'ad said to him, “ O jouth, 
wherefore ahghtest thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy 
rights be incumbent upon us and upon our Sultan ; so go thou 
with us to the dwellings, that we may ransom thee with our souls ” 
Replied Al-Abbas, " O Bniir Sa’ad, from this place 1 took horse 
with thee and herein is my lodging. So, Allah upon thee, 
mention not me to the king, but make as if thou liadst never seen 
me because I am a stranger in the land ” So saying, he turned 
away from him and Sa’ad f.ired on to his palace, where he found 


1 » c . to the ne\t world. 

2 This falling backwards in laughter commonly occurs during the e.arher 
tales, It is, however, very rare amongst the G.adawin. 

3 t f , as ho were a flying Jinni, swooping down and pouncing falcon-hke 
upon a mortal from the upper air. 
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all the courtiers in attendance on the king and recounting to him 
that -uhich had betidcd them with Al-Abbas. Quoth the king, 
“ Where is he ^ ” and quoth they, “J-Ie is with the Emir Sa’ad.” 
So, when the Emir entered, the long looked, but found none with 
him; and Sa’ad, seeing at a glance that he longed to look upon 
the youth, cried out to him, saying, “ Allah prolong the king's 
days! Indeed, he refuseth to present himself before thee, without 
order or leave ” Asked the king, “ O Sa’ad, whence cometh this 
man ? ” and the Emir answered, “ O my lord, I know not; but 
he is a youth fair of favour, amiable of aspect, accomplished in 
address, ready of repartee, and valour shineth from behveen his 
eyes.” Quoth the king, “ O Sa’ad, fetch him to me, for indeed 
thou desenbest to me at full length a mighty matter,^” And he 
answered, saying, “ By Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our 
case with Hodhayfah, when he ch.allenged me to the field of fight 
and the stead of cut-and-thrust, and I held back from doing battle 
with him! Then, as 1 thought to go forth to him, behold, a 
knight gave loose to his bridle-rein and called out to me, saying 
O Sa'ad, wilt thou suffer me to be tby substitute in waging war 
with him and I will ransom thee with myself ? And quoth I, By 
Allah, O youth, whence comest thou ’ and quoth he, This be no 
time for thy questions, while Hodhayfah standeth awaiting 
thee." Thereupon he repeated to the king all that had passed 
between himself and Al-Abbas from first to last; whereat cried 
Ins bin Kays, “ Bnng him to me in haste, so we may learn his 
tidings and question him of his case.” “ ’Tis well," replied Saad, 
and going forth of the king’s presence, repaired to his owi house, 
where he doffed his war-harness and took rest for himself. On 
this wise fared it with the Emir Sa’ad; but as regards Al-Abbas, 
when he dismounted from he destner, he doffed his w^ar-gear 
and reposed himself awhile; after which he brought out a body- 
dress of Venetian" silk and a gown of green damask and, donning 
them, bound about his head a turband of Damietta stuff and 
zoned his waist with a kerchief. Then he went out a-walkmg m 
the highivaj's of Baghdad, and fared on till he came to the 
bazar of the traders. There he found a merchant with chess 
before him; so the Prince stood watching him, and presently 
the other looked up at him and asked him, “ 0 youth, what 


1 This may be (reading Imraan=inan, for Amran=matter), "a maste 

man " ; but I can hardl> accept it ,, ,., 

2 Arab “ Bunduki/' the adj of Banduk, which the >Iosletns cN'iden y 
l^ned from Slav sources, Venedik being the Dalmatian corruption oi 
\ enezia See Dubro\enedik m \ol n mght lx'cx\ ui 
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wilt tliou bet upon tlic game?'* He answered, “Be it lliine to 
decide.” Said the ineicliant, “Then be it an hundred dinars,” 
and Al-.Mibas consented to him ; v.hciciipon quoth he, “Produce 
the money, O )out!i, so the game may be fairly stablished." 
Accordingly AbAbbas biought out a satin purse, wheicin a\erea 
thousand dinars, and laid down an hundred dinars therefrom on 
the edge of the carpet, -whilst the merchant produced the like, and 
indeed, his reason lied for joy when he saw the gold in possession 
of .'\1-Abbas. The folk flocked about them, to divert ihemsehes 
with watching the play, and they called the bystanders to witness 
the wager and, after the stakes were duly staked, the twain fell 
a-pla\ing. Al-Abbas forebore the merchant, so he might lead 
him on, and dallied with him a full hour; and the merchant won 
and took of him the hundred dinars. Then said the Prince, 
“ Wilt thou pl.iy another paitie ^ ” and the other said, “ O youth, 
1 will not play again, save for a thousand dinais.” Quoth the 
youth, “Whatsoever thou stakest, I will match thy stake with 
Us like." So the merchant biought out a thousand dinans, and 
the Prince covered them with other thousand. Then the game 
began, but Al-Abbas was not long with him ere he beat him m 
the house of the elephant,' noi did he cca«c to do thus till he had 
beaten him four times .and w'on of him four thous.and dinars. This 
av.as all the merchant had of money; so he said, “O youth, I will 
play thee another game for the shop.” Now the value of the shop 
was four thousand dinars; so they played, and Al-Abbas beat 
him and won his shop, with whatso av.as therein; upon which the 
other arose, shaking his clothes,-' and said to him, “ Up, O youth, 
and t.akc thy shop.” Accordingly, Al-Abbas arose and repairing 
to the shop, took possession thereof, after which he retuincd to 
the place where he had left his scr\ant Amir, and found theie 
the Emir Sa’ad, who was come to bid him to the presence of the 
king. The Prince consented to this, and .accompanied him till 
they came before King Ins bin K.ays, whereupon he kissed the 
ground and saluted him, and e\aggeratcd“ the salutation. So 
the king asked him, “ Whence comest thou, O youth, and whither 
goest thou ? ” and he .answcicd, “ I come from Al-Yaman.” Then 
said the king, “ Hast thou a need we may fulfil to thee; for indeed 


• 

Ilf, ttic castle’s square 

2 In sign of quilling jiossession Chess m Europe is rarely pla)cd for 
monej, wilii ihe exceplion of public matches this, however, is not tlic case 
amongst E,astcrn5. who are also for the most part as tricky as an old lady at 
cribbagc rightly named 

3 I f , he was as eloquent and courtly as he could be 
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thou hast strong claims to our favour after that which thou didst 
in the matter of Hodha 3 'fah and his folk ^ ” And he commanded 
to cast over him a mantle of Egyptian satin, worth an hundred 
dinars. He also bade his treasurer give him a thousand dinars, 
and said to him, “ O j’outh, take this in part of that which thou 
deserv'cst of us; and if thou prolong thy sojourn with us, we will 
give thee slaves and servants.” Al-Abbas kissed ground and said, 
“U king, Allah grant thee abiding weal, I deserve not all this.” 
Then he put his hand to his pouch and pulling out two caskets 
of gold, in each of vliicli were rubies whose value none could 
estimate, gave them to the king, saying, “ 0 king, Allah cause 
thy welfare to endure, I conjure thee by that which the Almighty 
hath vouchsafed thee, heal my heart by accepting these two caskets, 
even as I have accepted thj' present.” So the king accepted the 
two caskets and Al-Abbas took his leave and went away to the 
bazar. Now when the merchants saw him they accosted him and 
said, “ O youth, wilt thou not open thy shop ? ” As they were 
addressing him, up came a woman, having with her a boy bare 
of head and stood looking at Al-Abbas, till he turned to her, 
when she said to him, “ O youth, I conjure thee by Allah, look 
at this boy and have ruth on him, for that his father hath for¬ 
gotten his skull-cap in the shop he lost to thee; so, an thou see 
fit to give it him, thy reward be with Allah! For, indeed, the 
child raaketh our hearts ache with his excessive weeping, and the 
Lord be witness for us that, had they left us aught wherewith 
to buy him a cap in its stead, we had not sought it of thee.” 
Replied Al-Abbas, “ O adornment of w’omankind,' indeed, thou 
bespeakest me with thy fair speech and supplicatest me with 
thy goodly words 1 But bring me thy husband.” So she went 
and fetched the merchant, whilst a crowd collected to see what 
Al-Abbas would do. When the man came, be returned him the 
gold he had won of him, art and part, and delivered him the keys 
of the shop, saying, “ Requite us with thy pious prayers.” 
Therewith the wmman came up to him and kissed his feet, and in 
like fashion did the merchant her husband: and all w’ho W'ere 
present blessed him, and there was no talk but of Al-Abbas. 
Thus fared it with him ; but as for the merchant, he bought him 
a head of sheep'' and slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed birds 
and other meats of various kinds and colours, and purchased 

1 Arab " Ya Zinat al-Nisa,” which may either be a P N or a polite 
address, as BtXla fe (Handsome woman) is to any feminine in Southern Italy 

2 Arab Raas Ghanam'* this form of expressing singularity is common 
to Arabic and the Eastern languages, which it has influenced 
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(it 5 scrt iin(i s\\ct.lnie.Tts and fresh fruits; then he repaired to 
Al-Abb.is and conjured him to accept of his hospitality and ansit 
Ills homo am! cat of his provaunt. The Prince consented to hi? 
'visiles and v.cnt with iiim till they came to his house, when the 
merchant hade him enter; so Al-Abbas went in and saw a goodly 
house, "Jicrein was a liandsonic s-aloon nith a vaulted ceding. 

hen lie entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had 
made* ready food .md dessert and perfumes, such as may not be 
described; and indeed he h.ad adorned the table with sweet- 
scented flovcrs and sprinkled musk and rose-water upon the 
food; and he had smeared the s.Tlopn walls uilh ambergrisand 
had burned aloes-"ood Ihtiem and Nadd Presently, Al-Abbas 
looked out of the "indow of the saloon and saw by its side a 
house of goodij' ordinance, tali of base and "tdc of space, 'vith 
moms manifold and two upper stones crowning the whole; but 
therein was no sign ol inh.abitants. So he said to the merchant, 
“ \''crily, thou ex.aggcratest m doing us honour, but, b}' Allah, 
I will not eat of thy meat until thou tell mo w’hat hath caused 
(he voidance of yonder house.’" S.aid he, “ O my lord, that w-as 
.Ai-Cihitrifs house and he passed .aw’ay to the mercy of the 
Almighty .md left no heir save mjsclf; whereupon the mansion 
became mine, and by Allah, an thou have a mind to sojourn in 
Paghd.Td, lake up thine abode in this house, whereby thou mayst 
be in my neighbourhood; for that verily my heart inchneth 
unto thee with aflection, and I would have thee never 
ab.scnt Irom nunc eyes, so I may still ha\e my fill of thee and 
hearken to thy speech.” Al-Abbas th.anked him and said to 
him, “ By Allah, thou art indeed friendly in thy converse and 
thou e.v.Tggcmtcst in thy discourse, and needs must I sojourn in 
Baghdad. As for the house, if it please thee to lodge me, I will 
abide therein; so .accept of me its price." Thereivilh he put 
hand to his pouch and, bringing out from it three hundred dinars, 
g.avc them to the merchant, wdio s.aid in himself, “ Unless I take 
his dirlianis, he will not darken my doors.” So he poclceted the 
monies and sold him the m.vnsion, taking witnesses against him- 
.self of the sale. Then he arose .and set (ood before Al-Abbas, and 
they sat down to his good things; after W'liich he brought him 
dessert and s.vectme.ats whereof they ate their sufficiency, and 
when the tables were removed they washed their h.ands watli 
musked rose-water and willo'v-water. Then the merchant 
brought.Al-Abbas a napkin scented with the smoke of .aloes- 
wood, on which he waped his right hand, and said to him, “ O my 
lord, the house is become thy house; so bid thy page transport 
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thither the horses and arms and stuffs.” The Prince did this, 
and the merchant rejoiced in his neighbomhood and left him 
not night nor day,' so that Al-Abbas said to him, “ l?y the 
Lord, rve distract thee from thy livelihood.” He replied, “ Allah 
upon thee, O my lord, name not to me aught of this, or thou wilt 
break my heart, for the best of traffic art thou and the best of 
livelihood.” So there befell strait friendship between them and 
all ceremony was laid aside. Meanwhile* the lung said to his 
Wazir, “ How shall we do in the matter of yonder youth, the 
Yainaiii, on whom we thought to confer gifts, but he hath gifted 
us with tenfold our largesse and more, and we know not an ho be 
a sojourner with us or not ? ” Then he went into the Harim and 
gave the rubies to his wife Afifali, who asked him, “What is the 
worth of these with thee and with other of the kings ? ” Quoth 
he, “ They are not to be found save with the greatest of sovrans, 
nor can any price them with monies.” Quoth she, “Whence 
gottest thou them ’" So he recounted to her the story of 
Al-Abbas fiom beginning to end, and she said, “ By Allah, the 
claims of honour aie imperative on us and the King hath fallen 
short of his devoir; for that we have not seen him bid the youth 
to his assembly, nor hath he sealed him on his left liand." When 
the king heard his nife's words, it was as if he had been asleep 
and awoke; so he vent foith the Hanm and bade kill poultry 
and diess meats of every kind and colour, kloreover, he 
assembled all his courtieis, and let bring sweetmeats and dessert 
and all that beseemeth the tables of kings. Then he adorned his 
palace and despatched after Al-Abbas a man of the chief^fficers 
of his household, who found him coming forth of the Idmiimam, 
clad in a jerkin® of fine goals’ hair and over it a Baghdadi scarf; 
his waist was girt with a Rustaki* kerchief, and on his head he 
wore a light turband of Damietta® stuff The messenger wished 
him joy of the bath and exaggerated in doing him honour; then 


1 Tins most vcaribome form of potileness is common m the Moslem 
r\orid, where men fondly think that the more )0U see of them the more you 
like of them Yet their Proierbinl Philosophy ("the wisdom of many and 
the r\it of one") strongly protests against the practice 1 ha\e already quoted 
Mohammed's saying, " Zur ghibban, taiid Hibban ”—visits rare keep friend¬ 
ship fair 

2 This clause in the tevt is ei idently misplaced (vol mi 144) 

3 Arab Dara' or Dira’=armour, whether of leather or metal; here the 
coal worn under the mad 

4 Called from Rustak, a quarter of Baghdad For Rustak town, see vol. 
1 mght dcvwii 

5 From Damietta comes our " dimity " The classical name was 
Tamiathis, apparently Coptic grjecised the old town on the shore famed m 
Crusading times was destroyed in A H 648=1251 
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lie said 10 him, “ The king biddeth thee in weal.’” To licar is 
to obey." quoth AI-Alihas, and accomp.anicd the officer to the 
Icing’s palace. Now Afifah and her daughter Mari) ah were 
behind the curtain, both looking at him; and when he came 
before the sovr.an he saluted him and greeted him with the 
greeting of kings, whilst all present gn^ed at him, and at his 
beauty and loveliness and perfect grace. The king seated him 
at the head of the table; and when Afifah s.aw' him and con¬ 
sidered him straitly, she said, “By the viitue of klohaninied, 
ptmee of the Apostles, (ins 3outh is of the sons of the kings 
and cometh not to these parts save for some noble purpose • ” 
'fhen she looked at Mnnj.di and saw that her favour was 
changed, and indeed her eye-balls were as dead in her face, and 
she turned not her g.i/.e from Al-Abbas a twinkling of the eyes, 
for that the love of him had sunk deep into her heart. \Mieii 
the queen saw what had bef.dlen her d.iughter, she feared for 
her from repro.ich concerning Al-.'Vbbas; so she shut the 
cascriicnt-wicket that the Brinccss might not look upon him 
.any more. Now there w.as a p.ivilion set apart for Manyah, 
.and therein were boudoirs and bowers, balconies and lattices, 
and she had with her a nurse, who setved her ns is the fashion 
with the daughters of the Kings. When the banquet w.as 
ended and the folk li.id dispersed, the King said to Al-Abbas, 
“ I would fain have thee abide wath me and I wall buy thee .1 
mansion, so haply we may requite thee for thy high .services; 
.md indeed imperative upon us is thy due and m.agnified in 
our eyes is thy work; and soothly w’o have f.allen shoit of thy 
deserts in the m.ittcr of distance.*” \\'hen the youth he.ard the 
king's speech, he rose and s.it down" .uul kissing ground, returned 
thanks for Ins bounty and said, “ 1 am the King's thrall, whereso¬ 
ever I m.ay be, and under Ins eye.” Then he told him the tale of 
the merch.int and the m.inncr of the buying of the house, and the 
king said, “ In aery trutli I would fain have had thee m my neigh¬ 
bourhood and by -side of me.” Presently Al-Abbas took le.avc 
of the king and aveiu .aw.ay to his own house. Now' it chanced 
that he passed under the pal.ace of Manyah, the king’s daughter, 
and she was sitting at a casement. Me happened to look round 


j Easterns are always st.arllcd by a budden summons to the presence 
cither of lung or Kan here the inessenger goes the youth to understand 
that it IS in kindness, not in .anger , . „ , 

2 1 r , in not sending for thee to court instead of allowing thee to h\e m 

the city without gucst-nte , . , , , , 

3 In sign of agitation the phnase has often been used in this sense, and 

we find It also in Al--Mas’udi 
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and his cj'es met those of the Princess, whereupon his wit de¬ 
parted and he was ready to swoon away, whilst his colour changed, 
and he said, “ Verily, we are Allah’s and unto Him are we return¬ 
ing ' ” But he feared for himself lest severance betide him; so he 
concealed his secret and discovered not his case to any of the 
creatures of Allah Almighty. When he reached his quarters, his 
page Amir said to him, •* I seek refuge for thee with Allah, O my 
lord, fiom change of colour* Hath there betided thea a pain 
from the Lord of All-might or aught of vexation ? In good sooth, 
sickness hath an end and patience doeth away trouble.” But the 
Prince returned him no answer Then he brought out ink-case^ 
and papei, aiid wrote these couplets:— 

I cry (and mine’s a frame that pines alwAy), • A mind which fires of 
passion e'er w.aj’lay; 

And cj’cballs nevci tasting sweets of sleep; * Vet Foitiine spare its 
cause I ever pray 1 

While from world-perfidy .ind p.irting I • Life Bishr am with Hmd,“ 
that well-loved may ;— 

Yea, grown a bye-word 'mid the folk but a> e • Spend life unwmning 
wish or night or day. 

“ Ah say, wots she my love when hei I spied * At the high lattice 
shedding sunlikc r.ay ? ” 

Her glances keener th.an the brand when bared • Cleave soul of man 
nor ever ’scapes her prey: 

I looked on her in lattice pierced .iloft • When bare her cheat of veil 
that slipped aw .ay; 

And shot me thence a shaft my liver pierced » When tin all to care and 
dire despair I lay. 

Knowst thou, O Fawn o’ the palace, how for thee • I fared from 
farness o’er the lands astray ? 

Then read my wnt, dear friends, and show some ruth • To wight who 
w'ones black-faced, distraught, sans st.ay 1 

And when he ended inditing, he folded up the letter. Now the 
merchant’s wife aforesaid, who was the nurse of the king’s 
daughter, was watching him from a window, unknown of him, 
and when she saw him writing and reciting, she knew that some 
rare tale attached to him; so she went m to him and said, “ Peace 
be with thee, O afflicted wight, who acquaintest not leach with thy 
plight! Verily, thou exposest thy life to grievous blight. I con¬ 
jure thee by the virtue of Him who hath afflicted thee and with 
the constraint of love liking hath stricken thee, that thou acquaint 


1 1 would remind the reader that the "Dawdt" (ink-case) contains the 
reed-pens 

2 Two well-known lovers 
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me uilh thine affair nnd disclose to me the truth of thy secret - for 
that indeed I have heard from thee verses which trouble the mind 
and melt the body. Accordingly he acquainted her with his 
case .and enjoined Iier to scciecy, whereof she consented, sayin”', 
" What shall be the recompense of \\hoso gocth nith thy letter 
and biingelh thee its reply?" lie boned his head for shame 
before her and was silent; and she s.ud to him, “ Raise thy head 
and give me thy writ "; so he g.avc her the letter and she hent 
it and, cart \ mg it to the Princess, said to her, << Take this epistle 
and gi\ c me Us answ er." Now the dearest of all things to hlariyah 
was the recitation of poesy and veises, and linked rhymes, and the 
tNvanging of lute stiings, and she was \ ersed in all longues; where¬ 
fore she took the writ and opening it read that which was therein 
and undci.stood its purport. Then she threw it to the ground 
nnd cried, “ O nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter.” 
Quoth the nurse, " Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a 
reproach to thee, for that the people of the world bare heard 
of thee and coinmciid thee for keenness of wit and understanding; 
so do thou return him an answer, such ns shall trick Ins heiTrt 
nnd tire his soul.” Quoth she, “O nurse, who may be the man 
who presumeth upon me with this correspondence ’ Haply’tis 
the stranger youth who gave iny father the rubies." The 
woman s.aid, " It is himself”; and Mariyah said, “I will answer 
his letter in such fashion that thou shall not bring me other 
than it." Cried the nurse, “ So be it,‘” Thereupon the Princess 
called for ink-case and paper, and wrote these couplets.— 

Tiion .art bold in the copj thou sentest 1 Maybe • ’Twill increase the 
dole foremn wight must drcc! 

"I how hast spied me, w ilh glance that bcqiic.aths thee w oe • Ah ! far is 
thy hope, .a mere foreigner’s plea I 

Who art thou, poor freke, that wouldsl win inj lo\e . W’l’thy 1 erse ’ 
W'lint seeks thine insanity ? 

An thou hope for niy favours and greed therefor; • W here find thee a 
leach for such foolish gree ? 

Then rhynic-hnkuig leave and fooMikc be not • Hanged to Cross at 
' tlic doorw.ay of ighomy ! 

Deem not tbat to thee I incline, O youth > . 'Mid the sons of the Path'' 
is no place for me. 

Thou art homeless w.aif m the wide wide world; • So return thee home 
where they keen for thcc“: 


1 On such occasions the old woman (and Easterns are hard de dole 
\ctukarum) always assents to the sajings of her prey, well knowing what the 
doings will inevitably bo 

2 Travellers. Nomads. Wild Arabs 

3 W'hither they bear thee back dead with the women crying and keening. 
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Leave verse-spouting, O thou who a-wold dost wonc, • Or minstrel 
shall name thee m lay and glee: 

How many a fiiend who would meet his love • Is baulked when the 
goal IS light eleai to see 1 

So begone and ne’ci gneve foi whatcanst not win * Albe time be near, 
yet thy grasp ’t\\ ill flee. 

Now such IS my say and the tale I’d tell; • So master my meaning 
and—faio thee well 1 

When Mariyah had made an end of her verses, she folded the 
letter and delivered it to the nurse, who hent it and went with it 
to Al-Abbas. When she gave it to him he took it and, breaking 
It open, lead it and comprehended its contents; and when he 
1 cached the end of it he swooned away. After awhile he came 
to himself and cried, “ Praise be to Allah who hath caused hei 
return a reply to my writ* Canst thou carry her another 
missive, and with Allah Almighty be thy requital ? ” Said she, 
“ And what shall letters profit thee, seeing that such is her 
reply ”; but he said, “ Pet adventure, she may yet be softened.” 
Then he took ink-case and paper and wrote these couplets:— 

Reached me the writ aud what therein didst write, • Whence grew my 
pain and bane and blight: 

I read the maivcl-lincs made wn\ my love • And wore my body out 
till slightest slight.* 

Would Hca^cll ye wot the whole I bear foi love • Of you, with vitals 
clean for you undiglit 1 

And all I do t' ouldiivc 3'ou fioni my thought • ’Vails naught and 
’gainst th’ obsession loses might. 

Couldst for thy lover feel ’twoiild case his soul; • E’en thy dear 
Phantom would Ills sprite delight 1 

Then on mj' weakness lay not coj'ness-load * Nor in such bi each of 
troth be tiaitor-wight: 

And, wcet yc well, for this your land 1 fared * Hoping to ’joy the union- 
boon forthright: 

How many a stony wold for this I spanned, > How oft I waked when 
men kept watch o’ night I 

To fare fro’ another land for sight of you . Love bade, while length of 
way forbade my sprite; 

So by His name- who molt mj frame, have ruth, » And quench the 
flames thy love in me did light; ' 

Thou fillest, arrajed with glory’s robes and rays, » Heaven’s stars with 
joy and Luna with despight. 

Then who dale chide or blame me for my love • Of one that can all 
Beauty’s boons unite ? 


1 Arab Azn.im=emaciatcd me 

2 Either the Deity or the Lo\ e-god 
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When Al-Abh.is hnd innclc an end of his -verses, he folded the 
letter and, dclivctiii" it to the suiisc, charged her keep the 
secict. So she look it and, c.irr3-ingit to Maiiy.di,gave it to her. 
The I'lincess broke it open and read it, and .ipprchended its 
purport; then cued slie, “ lly Allah, O nurse, my heart is 
chagiined with eveetding chagrin, never knew I a sorer, because 
of this correspondence and of these verses.” And the nurse 
made answer to her, “ O my lady, thou art in thy dwelling 
and lh\' palate, anil thy heart is \oid of care; so return him a 
reply ami reek not." .Accordingly the Pimeess called for ink- 
case and paper, and urole these couplets:— 

Ho thou who woiiUlsl vaunt thee of e.ark and care, • Hovv niaiwlovc- 
nudten, trvst craving he tluio t 

And hast wandered the wold m tlie minks of night • Bound afar and 
aiie.vr on ttie tracks (n fare. 

.\nd to evne hast forhiddcn the sw,ets of sleep, . Borne by llcv its and 
ivtarids to dangerous lair; 

And iicggisi niy boons, O in tribe laud* botiicd . And to urge (in 
wish and desire wouldsl dare ; 

Now, woo Patience fan, an thou bear in mind . What The Uuthful 
promised to patient piajer’l 

Hovv main ,v king for inj sake hath vied, • Craving love and in 
ni.'iriiagc witli me to pair. 

Al-Nahhan seiit, when .a-woonig mo, . Camels luted with musk and 
Nadd scenting air. 

Tlicy brought camphor in boves and iikc thereof . Of pearls and rubies 
that countless w ere ; 

Brought pregnant lasses and negro I ids, • Blood steeds and arms and 
gear rich .and rare 

Broiiglit us r.auncnl of silk .and of sendal sheen, » And came courting 
ns bill no biido be b.tre. 

Nor could win his wish, for I 'bode content • To part vvilli far parting 
and love forswear: 

So for me gteeil not, O tlioii stianger vviglit • Lest thou co.iie to rum 
and dire despair' 

When she had made au end of her veiscs, she folded the lettei 
and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and c.arned it to AI- 
Abbas. lie broke it open and read it, and comprehended its 
contents; then took ink-c.ise and paper and wrote these im¬ 
provised couplets:— 


1 Ar.ab " llimii” —the tribal dom.iin. a word which has often occurred 

2 ■■ O }e who believe* seek hUp through patience and prayer verily 
Allah IS witli llic patient " Koran n i jb 'ihe passage refers to one of the 
isattles, Bcdr or Ohod 
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Thou hast told me the talc of the kings, and of them • Each was 
rending lion, a furious foe* 

And thou stolest the wits of me, all of them • And shotst me with shaft 
of thy magic bow: 

Thou hast boasted of slaves and of steeds and wealth; • And of 
beauteous lasses ne’er man did know; 

How presents in mighty store didst spurn, # And disdainedst lovers 
both high and low: 

Then I followed their tracks in desiio for thee, • With naught save my 
scynntar keen of blow ; 

Nor slaves, nor camels that run have I; • Nor slaic-giils the litteis 
enveil, ah no t 

But grant me union and soon shall sight • My trenchant blade iiitli the 
focman’s woe; 

Shalt sec the horsemen engiid Baghdad • Like clouds that wall the 
whole world below, 

Obeying behests which to them I deal • And hearing the woids to the 
foes 1 throw 1 

And of negro chattels ten thousand head • Wouldst have, or Kings who 
be proud and piovv, 

Or chargers led for thce-day by day, * And viigin girls high of bosom, 
lol 

Al-Yaman land my command doth bear » And my biting blade to my 
foes I show 

1 have left tins all for the sake o’lhec, . Left Aziz and my kinsmen for 
evermo'e; 

And made Al-Irdk making way to thee • Under nightly murks over 
rocks aiow, 

When the couriers brought me account of thee . Thy beauty, perfec¬ 
tion, and sunny’ glow, 

1 hen I sent thee verses whose \ cry sound . Bums the heart of shame 
with a fiery throe ; 

Yet the world with falsehood hath falsed me, • Though Fortune was 
never so false as thou, 

Who dubbest me strangei and homeless one » A witless fool and a 
slave-girl’s son 1 

Then he folded the letter and committed it to the nurse, and 
gave her five hundred dinars, saying, “ Accept this from me, 
for by Allah thou hast indeed i'eaned thyself between us.” 
She replied, “By Allah, O my lord, my aim is to bung about 
foregathering between you, though I lose that which my right 
hand possesseth.” And he said, “ May the Lord of All-might 
requite thee with good! ’’ Then she carried the letter to 
hlariyah, and said to her, “Take this letter; haply it may'be 
the end of the correspondence.” So she took it and, breaking 
It open, read it, and when she had mads an end of it, she 
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tinned to the nurse and said to her, “This one foisteth lies 
upon mo, and asserteth unto me that he hath cities and horse¬ 
men and footmen at his command, and submitting to his 
allegiance; and he wisheth of me that which he shall not win; 
for thou knowest, O nurse, that kings’ sons have sought me 
in marriage, uith presents and rarities; but I have paid no 
heed unto aught of this; how, then, shall I accept of this 
fellow, i\ho is the ignoranius of Ins tunc, and possesseth naught 
save two caskets of rubies, which he gave to my sire, and 
indeed he hath taken up his abode in the house of Al-Glmrif, 
and abidcth i\ithout silver or gold> Wherefore, Allah upon 
thee, O nurse, retuni to him and cut off Ins hope of me." 
.'\ccordmgly the nurse rejoined Al-Abbas without letter or 
answer; and when she came in to him, he looked at her and 
saw that she was troubled, and he noted the niaiks of anger 
on her face, so he said to her, “ What is tins plight ? ’’ Quoth 
she, " I cannot set forth to thee that which ^Ianyah said; for 
indeed she charged me return to thee without writ or reply.” 
Quoth he, “O nurse of kings, I would have thee carry her this 
letter and return not to her without it.” Then he took ink-case 
and paper, and wrote these couplets.— 

My secret now to men is known (hough hidden well and true • By me. 

enough is that I haio of loic aud loic of jou: 

I left himiliars, friends, and kin to weep the loss of mo . Witli floods of 
tears, which like the tide a)e flowed and flowed anew : 

Then, left my home nnself, I bore to B.aghdad-town one day, * When 
parting draie me (tiorc Ins pride and cniclty to rue; 

I h.a\e indeed drained all the bowl whose draught repression’was • 
H.andcd by friend who bitter gourd- (herein for dnnking threw. 
.\nd, oft as strove I to enjoin (he ways of troth and faith, • So oiten on 
refusal's path he left my soul to sue 
Indeed my body molten is with care I’m doomed dree; • And yet I 
hoped relenting and to win some grace, my duo. 

But wrong and rigour w i\od on me and changed to worse my case; ♦ 
And loie hath left me weeping-eyed for woes that .aye pursue 
How long must I keep watch for vou throughout the nightly gloom ? • 

. How many a path of pining ige and garb of grief endue ? 

And you, what while you 'joy your sleep, your restful pleasant sleep, • 
Keck naught of sorrow and of shame (hat to your friend accrue • 

For wakefulness I watched the stars before the peep o’ day', . Praying 
that union with my dear in bliss my soul imbrue. 


1 Arab "Sirr" (a secret), .and aflerw.ards "Ifitrn.'in " (concealment),» r, 

keeping a loicr down-hearted ^ w ..u 1 n 

2 Arab 'Alkam " = thc bitter gourd, colocy nth, more usually "Hanzal 
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Indeed tlic throes ol long desire laid waste my frame, and I • Rise 
every morn m weaker plight with hopes e’er fewer few. 

“ Be not (I say) so hard of heart!” for did yon only deign « In phantom 
guise to visit me ’twere joy enough to view. 

But when ye saw my wnt ye grudged to me the smallest boon » And 
cast adowii the flag of faith though well my troth ye knew ; 

Nor aught of answer you vouchsafe, albc jou wot full w'cll • The words 
thcicin address the heart and pierce the spirit thiough. 

You deemed yourself all too secure for changes of the days • And of the 
far and near alike you cvei careless grew, 

Iladst thou (dear maid) been doomed like me to woes, forsure hadst 
felt • Tlie lowe of love and Laza-hcll which parting doth enmew', 
Yet soon shalt suffer torments such as those from thee I bear • And 
storm of palpitalion-pangs m \itals thine shall brew : 

Yea, thou shalt taste the bitter smack of charges false and foul, * And 
public make the privacy best hid from meddling crew; 

And he thoulo.cst shall approve him hard of heait and soul • And 
heedless of the shifts of Time thy very life undo. 

Then hear the fond Salam I send and wish thee evcij' day • While 
swaycth spray and sparklcth star all good thy life ensue 1 

When Al-Abbas had made an end of his verses, ho folded the 
scroll and gave it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to 
hlariyah. When she came into the Princess’s presence, she 
saluted her; but hlanyah returned not her salutation, and she 
said, “ 0 my lady, how hard is thy heart that thou grudgest 
to return the salam' Accept this letter, because ’tis the last 
that shall come to thee from him.” Quoth Mariyah, “ Take 
my warning and never again enter my palace, or 'twill be the 
cause of thy destruction; for 1 am certified that thou purposest 
my disgiace. So get thee gone from me ” And she bade beat 
the nurse, who went forth fleeing from her presence, changed 
of colour and ’wildcred of wits, and gave not over going till she 
came to the house of Al-Abbas. When the Pnnee saw her in 
this plight, he became like a sleeper awakened and cried to her, 
“ What hath befallen thee ? Acquaint me with thy case.” She 
replied, “ Allah upon thee, nevermore send me to Mariyah, and 
do thou protect me, so the Lord protect thee from the fires 
of Gehenna' " Then she related to him that which had betided 
her with Mariyah, which when Al-Abbas heard, there took him 
the pride and high spirit of the generous, and this wms grievous 
to him. The love of Mariyah fled forth of his heart and he said 
to the nurse, ” How much hadst thou of Mariyah every month ? ” 
Quoth she, “Ten dinars,” and quoth he, “Be not concerned.” 
Then he put hand to pouch, and bnngmg out two hundred 
ducats, gave them to her and said, “Take this wage for a whole 
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}’car, and turn not ntrain to scn-e anj-onc of the folk. When 
the t^^chemonth shall ha\c passed aw.ay, I \\ill give thee a two 
\ ears’ ^eage, for that thou hast wearied thyself with us and on 
account of the cutting off the tie which bound thee to Manyah." 
.'Mso he gifted her with a complete suit of clothes, and, raising 
liis head to her, said, “ When thou toidcst me that which 
Mari^'ah had done with thee, Allah uprooted the love of her 
from out my heart, and never .again will she occur to my 
thought; so e\toIled be He who turnetli he.irts and eyes! 
’Twas she who w’as the cause of my coming out from Al- 
Yaman, and now the time is p.ist for w-hich I engaged wath 
my folk, and I fear lest my father levy Ins forces and nde forth 
in quest of me, for that he hath no child other than myself, 
nor can he brook to be parted from me; and in like way 'tis 
with 111}' mother." When the nurse heard his words, she asked 
him, “O my lord, and which of the kings is thy sire ^ ” He 
answcicd, saying, “ My father is Al-Azir, lord of xM-Yaman, 
and Ntihia and the Islands’ of the IJaiiu Kahtan, and the Tw'o 
Sanctuaries” (Allah of .All-miglit hare them in His keepingi), 
and W’hcncvcr he taketh horse, there nde with him an hundred 
and twenty and four thousand horsemen, each and e\cry smiters 
with the sword, besides attendants and set rants and followers, 
all of whom give eai to my word and obey my bidding.” 
.\sked the nurse, “Wliy, then, O my lord, didst thou conce.al 
the secret of thy rank and lineage, and passedst thyself off for a 
foreigner and a wayfarer’ Alas for our disgrace before thee 
by reason of our sliortcoimng m rendering thee thy due! What 
shall be our excuse with thee, .and thou of the sons of the 
kings?" But he rejoined, ‘‘By Allah, thou hast not fallen 
short ' Indeed, ’tis mcumheiit ,011 me to leqiiite thee avhat 
while r live, though from thee I be far distant." Then he 
called his man Amir, and said to him, “ Saddle the steeds." 
When the nurse heard his words, and indeed she saiv that Amir 
brought him the liorses and they avere resoh'ed upon departure, 
the tears r.in dow n upon her cheeks, and she said to him, ‘‘ By 
Allah, thy separation is saddening to me, O coolth of the 
eye!" Then quoth she, “ Wliere is the goal of thine intent, 
so ave m.ay know thy news and solace ourselves avith thy 
report?” Quoth he, ‘‘I go hence to ansit ’Akil, the son of 


r "For Jazirah "^msula, island, used in the sense of "peninsula," see 
\ol 1 p 2 

2 Meccah and AI-.Madinah PiIgrunagE- > 338 and n 57, used in the 
proaerb " Sharr C al-Haramayn " = wickedness in the two Holy Places 
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my paternal uncle, for that he hath his sojourn in the camp of 
Kundah bin Hishain, and these twenty years have 1 not seen 
him nor hath ho seen me; so I purpose to repair to him and 
discover Ins news and return. Then ivill I go hence to Al- 
Yanian, Inshallah! ” So saying, he took leave of the nurse 
and her husband, and set out intending for Akil, the son of Ins 
father’s brother. Now theic was between Baghdad and Akil's 
abiding-place forty days’ journey; so Al-Abbas settled himself 
on the back of his steed, and his serv'ant Amir mounted also, and 
they fared forth on their way. Presently, Al-Abbas turned right 
and left and recited these couplets;— 

I’m the singular Ivinglit and my peers I slay 1 • I lay low the foe and Ins 
whole array • 

1 fare me to visit my friend Al-Akil, » And in safety and Allah-lauds' 
shorten the way, 

And roll up the width of the wold while still • Hears Amir my word or 
111 earnest or play.^ 

I spring with the spring of a lynx or a pard • Upon whoso daretli our 
course to staj, ; 

O'erlhrow him in nun and abject shame, » Make him drain the death- 
cup in fatal fray. 

My lance is long with its steely blade; . A brand kccn-grided, thin- 
edged 1 sw ay : 

With a stroke an it fell on a towering hill • Of the hardest stone, this 
w ould deal c in tw ay: 

1 lead no troops, nor seek aid save God’s, ♦ The creating Lord (to Whom 
laud alw ily 1) 

On Whom 1 rely in adicnturcs all • And Who pardoneth l&chcs of 
freeman and thrall. 

Then they fell a-farmg night and day, and as they ivent, behold, 
they sighted a camp of the camps of the Arabs. So Al-Abbas 
enquired thereof, and was told that it was the camp of the Banu 
Zohrah. Now there were around them herds and flocks, such as 
filled the earth, and they were enemies to Al-Akil, the cousin of 
Al-Abbas, upon whom they made daily raids and took his cattle, 
wherefore he used to pay them tribute, every year because he 
lacked pow-er to cope ivith them. When Al-Abbas came to the 
skirts of the camp, he dismounted from his destrier, and his servant 
Amir also dismounted; and they set down the provaunt and 
ate their sufficiency, and rested an hour of the day. Then said 
the Pnnee to lus page, “Fetch water from the tvell and give the 


1 Arab Al-hamd (o li’llah) 

2 » f . plaj, such as the chase, or an earnest matter, such as w ar, etc 
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horses to drinlc, and draw up a supply for us in thy bag,’ by way 
of provision for the road." So Amir took the water-slon and 
made for the well; but M’hcn he came there, behold, two young 
men sla\ es weic leading gazelles, and when they saw him, they said 
to him, “ Whither wendest thou, O youth, and of which of the 
Arabs art thou ? ” Quoth he, “ Harkye, lads, fill me my water¬ 
skin, for that I am a stranger astray and a farer of the way, and 
I have a comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth the thralls, “ Thou 
ait no wayfarer, but a spy from Al-Akil’s camp” Then they 
took him and carried him to their king Zuhayr bin Shabib; and 
when he came before him, he said to him, “ Of which of the 
Arabs art thou ? ” Quoth Amir, “ I am a wayfarer.” So 
Zuliayr said, “Whence comest thou and whither wendest 
thou ? ” and Amir replied, “ I am on my way to Al-Akil.” When 
he named Al-Akil, those who were present were excited; but 
Zuhayr signed to them with his eyes and asked him, “What 
is thine errand with Al-Akil?” and he answered, “We would 
fain seehini, my friend andl.” As soon as Zuhayr heard his words, 
he bade smite his neck’; but his Wazir said to him, “Slay 
him not, till his fnend bo present.” So he commanded the tw’o 
slaves to fetch his friend; whereupon they repaired to Ai-Abbas 
and called to him, saying, “O jouth, answer the summons of 
King Zuhayr.” He enquired, “ What would the king w'lfh me i ” 
and they replied, “ We know not.” Quoth he, “ Who gave the 
king news of me ? ” and quoth they, “ We w’ent to draiv w'ater, 
and found a man by the well. So we questioned him of his case, 
hut he would not acquaint us therewith, w'hereforc we carried 
him willy-nilly to King Zuhayr, who asked him of his adventure, 
and he told Jiim that he was going to AJ-Akil. Now Al-AJnJ 
is the king’s enemy, and he intendeth to bel.ike himself to his 
camp and make prize of his offspring, and cut off his traces.” 
Said Al-^Vbbas, “And what hath Al-Akil done with King Zuhayr ? ” 
They replied, “He engaged foi himself that he W'ould bring the 
King every year a tliousand dinars and a thousand she-camels. 


1 Arab “ Mizw.ad," or "Mizw.id = lit pro\ision-bag, from Zdd = 
viaticum, afterw.irds c.alkd Kirbah (pron Girbah, the popular term), and 
S.rU file latter is given in the dictionaries as Aslalali = scala, cchelle, 
stage, planh 

2 Those blood-feuds are most troublesome to the trav eller, who maybe 
delaj'cvl hj them for months and, until a. peace bo patched up, ho will nev'cr 
he allowed to pass from one tnbe to their enemies A quarrel of the kind pre¬ 
vented my crossing Arabia from Al-Madinah to Maskat (Pilgrimage, u 297), 
and another in Africa from visiting the head of the Tnnganjika Lake In all 
"■uch journeys the traveller who lias to fight against Time is almost sure to 
Jo ,c 
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besides n thousand head of thoroughbied steeds and two Iiundied 
black sla\es and fifty hand-maids; but it hath reached the king 
that Al-Akil purposeth to gi\e naught of this; wherefore he is 
minded to go to him. So hasten thou with us, ere the King be 
nrolh with thee and nith us." Then said Al-Abbas to them, 
“ O youths, sit by my weapons and my stallion till I return.’’ 
But they said, “By Allah, thou prolongest discourse nith that 
wliicli bescemeth not of nords! Make haste, or we will go with 
thy head, for indeed the King purposeth to slay thee and to slay 
thy comrade and take that which is with you." When the Prince 
heard this, his skin biistled with rage, and he cried out at them 
with a erj' which made them tremble. Then he sprang upon his 
hoise and settling himself in the saddle, galloped till he came to 
the King’s assembly, when he shouted at the top of liis voice, 
sa)'ing, “To horse, O hoiscmen!" and couched his spear at the 
pa\ilion wdierein was Zuhayr. Now’ there were about the King 
a thousand snntcrs v. ith the sword ; but Al-Abbas charged home 
upon them and dispersed them horn around him; and there abode 
none in the tent save Zuliayi and his Wa/ir. Then Al-Abbas 
came up to the door of the tent w’herein were four-aiid-twenty 
golden do\es; so be took them, after he had tumbled them down 
with the end of his lance. Then he called out, saying, “Ho, 
Zuhayi' Doth it not suflice thee that thou hast abated Al-Akil’s 
repute, but thou art minded to abate that of those who sojourn 
round about him Knowest thou not that he is of the lieutenants 
of Knndah bin Hisham of the Banu Shay ban, a man renowmed 
for prowess ? Indeed, greed of bis gam hath entered into thee, 
and envy of him hath gotten the mastery of thee. Doth it not 
suffice thee that thon hast oiphancd his children* and slain his 
men? By the rirtue of hlustafa, the Chosen Prophet, I will 
make thee drain the cup of death! ” So saying, he bared his 
brand and smiting Zuhayr on his shoulder-blade caused the steel 
issue gleaming from his throat tendons; then he smote the Wazir 
and clove his crown asunder. As he was thus, behold Ainir 
called out to him and said, “ O my lord, come help me, or I bo a 
dead man I ’’ So Al-Abbas went up to him guided by his voice, 
and found him cast down on his back and chained with four 
chains to four pickets of iron.- He loosed his bonds and said 
to him, “ Go in front of me, O Amir." So he fared On 


iff, his fighting-men 

2 The popular treatment of a detected horse-thief, for which see Burck- 
hardt, Tiaieh in Arabia (1S29). and Kotes on the Bedouins and Waliab>s 
(1S30). 
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Iififore him a Jittle, and presently tliey iocheJ, and, behold, 
horsemen were making to Znhayr's succour, and they numbered 
twelve thousand riders led by Sahl bin Ka'ab bestriding a coal- 
black steed. He charged upon Amir, who fled from him, then 
upon AI-Abb.is, who said, “ O Amir, hold fast to my horse and 
guard my back." The page did as he bade him, whereupon 
Al-.Vbb.is cried out at the folk, and falling upon them overthrew 
their braies and slew of them some two thousand riders, whilst 
not one of them knew what was to do nor with whom he fought. 
Then said one of them to other, “ Verily, the King is slain; so 
with nhom do we wage war ^ Indeed ye flee from him; but 
'twerc better ye enter under Ins banners, or not one of you will be 
sated.” Thereupon all dismounted and, doffing that which was 
upon them of war-gear, came before Al-Abbas and proflered him 
allegiance .and sued for lus protection. So he withheld his brand 
from them, and bade them gather together the spoils. Then he 
took the riches and the slaves and the camels, and they all 
became his lieges and his rct.ainers, to the number (according to 
that which is reported) of fifty thousand horse. Furthermore, 
the folk heard of him and flocked to him from all sides; where¬ 
upon he dnided the loot amongst them and gave largesse, and 
dnclt thus three days, and there came gifts to him. After this he 
bade march for Al-.Akil's abiding-pl.ice; so they fared on six day.s, 
and on the seventh they sighted the camp. Al-Abbas bade his 
man Amir precede him and guc Al-Akil the good news of his 
cousin’s coming; so he rode on to the camp and, going in to 
Al-Akil, acquainted him mtli the glad tidings of Zuhayr’s 
slaughter and the conquest of his clan ' Al-Akil rejoiced in the 
coming of-Al-Ablins and the slaughterof his enemy, and all in his 
camp rejoiced also and cast robes of honour upon Amir; while 
Al-.Akil bade go forth to meet Al-.\bbas, and commanded that 
none, gicat or small, freeman or sl.we, should tarry behind. So 
they did his bidding and, going forth all, met Al-Abbas at three 
parasangs’ di.stance from the camp, and when they met him, they 
dismounted from their horses and Al-Akil and he embraced and 
clapped palm to palm.^ Then rejoicing in the coming of Al-.'\bbas 
and the killing of their foeman, they returned to the camp, where 
tents were pitched for the new-comers and skin rugs spread and 
game slam and beasts slaughtered and royal guest-meals spread ; 
and after this fashion they abode twenty days in the cnj'oyment of 


1 Aral) “ Ashinh " see vol v night dexe 

2 Arab " Miisifahah ” scexol v night dcxxxiv. 
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all delight of life. On this wise f.uccl it with Al-Abbas and his 
cousin Al-Akil; but as regards King Al-Amz, when his son left 
inm, he was desolated for him with exceeding desolation, both he 
and his mother; and when tidings of him tarried long and the 
tryst-timc passed without his leturning, tlie lung caused public 
proclamation to be made, commanding all his troops to gel ready 
to mount and ride forth in quest of his son Al-Abbas at the end 
of three days, aftci which no cause of hindrance or excuse would 
be admitted to any. So on the foui th day, the king bade muster 
the troops, who numbcied four-and-twenty thousand horse, besides 
servants and followeis. Accordingly, they reared the standards, 
and the kettle-drums beat, the general and the king set out with 
his power intending for Baghdad; nor did he cease to press 
forwaid with all diligence till he came within half a day’s journey 
of the city, wdien he bade his army' encamp on the Green Meadow. 
There they pitched the tents, till the lowdand was straitened with 
them, and set up for the king a pavilion of gicen brocade, purfled 
w'lth peails and piecious stones. When Al-Azir had sat awhile, 
he summoned the Mamelukes of his son Al-Abbas, and they were 
five-and-tw enty in number besides ten slave-girls, as they w'ere 
moons, five of wdiom the king had brought W’lth him and other 
fn e he had left with the prince’s mother. When the T^Iamelukes 
came before him, he cast' over each and every' of them a mantle of 
green brocade, and bade them mount similar horses of one and the 
same fashion, and enter Baghdad and ask aftei their lord 
Al-Abbas. So they rode into the city' and passed through the 
market-streets, and there remained in Baghdad, nor old man nor 
boy' but came forth to gaze on them and divert himself w'lth the 
sight of their beauty and loveliness and the seemhness of their 
semblance and the goodhness of their garments and horses, for 
all were even as moons. They’ ga^e not over going till they 
came to the palace,' whci e they halted, and the king looked at 
them and, seeing their beauty and the brilliancy' of their apparel 
and the brightness of their faces, said, “Would Heaven I knew of 
w'lnch of the tribes these are!" And he bade the Eunuch bring him 
news of them The castrato w ent out to them and questioned 
them of their case, whereto they' replied, “ Return to thy loid 
and enquire of him concerning Pnnee Al-Abbas, an he have 
come unto him, for that he left his sire King Al-Aziz a full-told 
year ago, and indeed longing for him troubleth the King and he 
hath levied a division of his army' and his guards and is come 


I In the te\t, “ to the palace ot the King's daughter." 
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forth in quest of his son, so haply he may light upon tidings of 
luin ” Quoth the Eunuch, “ Is there amongst 3'ou a brother of 
his or a son ? ” and quotli they, " Na)', by Aliah, but we are all 
his Mamelukes and the purchased of his money, and his sire 
Al-Aziz hath sent us to make enquiry of him. Do thou go to thy 
lord and question him of the Prince, and return to us with that 
which he shall answer thee.” Asked the Eunuch, “ And where 
is King Al'Amz?” and they answered, " He is encamped in the 
Green Meadow.' ” The Eunuch returned and told the king, 
wlio said, “ Indeed we have been undiilj' negligent with regard to 
Al-Abbas. What shall be our excuse w ith the King ? By Allah, 
my soul suggested to me that the youth was of the sons of the 
kings!" Ilis wife, the Lady Afifah saw him lamenting for his 
neglect of AI-Abbas, and said to him, “ O King, what is it thou 
regrettest wath this mighty regret ? ” Quoth he, “ Thou knonest 
the stranger j’outh, who gifted us with the rubies ? ” Quoth she, 
“ Assurccllj'"; and he, “Yonder j’ouths, who have halted in the 
palace court, are his Jfainelukes, and his father. King Al-Aziz, 
lord of Al-Yaman, hath pitched his camp on the Green Meadow, 
for he IS come with his at my to seek him, and the number of his 
troops is four-.and-t\\cnty thousand horsemen.” Then he went 
out from her, and'when she heard his words she wept sore for him, 
and had compassion on his case and sent after him, counselling 
him to summon the Mamelukes and lodge them m the palace and 
entertain them. The king hearkened to her rede and despatching 
the Eunuch for the Mamelukes assigned unto them a lodging and 
said to them, “ Have patience, till the King give you tidings of 
j’our lord Al-Abbas.” When they heard his words, their eyes 
ran over with a rush of tears, of their mighty longing for the 
sight of their lord. Tticn the King bade the Queen enter the 
private chamber opening upon the throne-room, and let down the 
curiam before the door so she might see and not be seen. She 
did this, and he summoned them to his presence, and, when 
they stood before him, thej' kissed ground to do him honour, and 
showed forth their courtly breeding and magnified his dignity. 
He ordered them to sit, but they refused, till he conjured them 
by their lord Al-Abbas : accordingly they sat down, and he bade 
set before them food of various kinds and fruits and sweetmeats. 
Now vithin the Lady Afifah’s palace vas a souterrain com- 

I Arab " Marj Sail'" = cleft meadow (here and below) Mr Payne 
sugciests that this may bo a mistranscnption for Marj Sail’ (with a S.ad)=a 
treeless champaign It appears to me a careless blunder for the Marj akhzar 
(green meadov\) before mentioned 
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municating with the Princess Mariyah; so the Queen sent after 
her and she came to her, whereupon she made her stand behind 
the curtain and gave her to know that AhAbbas was son to 
the King of Al-Yaman, and that these were his Mamelukes- 
, she also told her that the Prince's father had levied his troops 
, and was come with Ins army in quest of him, and that he had 
pitched his camp on the Green Meadow, and had despatched 
these Mamelukes to make enquiry of their lord. Then Manyah 
abode looking upon them and upon their beauty and loveliness 
and the goodhness of their raiment, till they had eaten their 
fill of food and the tables were removed; whereupon the 
King recounted to them the story of Al-Abbas, and they took 
leave of him and went their ways. So foituned it with the 
klanielukes, but as for the Princess klanyah, when she returned 
to her palace, she bethought herself concerning the affair of 
Al-Abbas, repenting hei of what she had done, and the love of 
him took root in her heart. And, when the night darkened upon 
her, she dismissed all her women and bringing out the letters, 
to wit, those which Al-Abbas had written her, fell to reading them 
and weeping. She left not weeping her night long, and when 
she arose in the morning she called a damsel of her slave-girls, 
Shafikah by name, and said to her, “ O damsel, I purpose to 
discover to thee mine affair and I charge thee keep my secret, 
which IS that thou betake thyself to the house of the nurse, who 
used to serve me, and fetch her to me, for that I have grave 
need of her." Accordingly, Shafikah went out and repairing to 
the nurse's house, entered and found her clad in clothing other 
and richer than what she had whilome been w'ont to wear. So 
she saluted her and asked her, “ Whence hadst thou this dress, 
than which there is no goodlier ’ ’’ Answered the nurse, “ 0 
Shafikah, thou deemest that I ha^e seen no good save of thy 
mistress , but, by Allah, had I endeavoured for her destruction, 
I had acted righteously, seeing that she did wnth me what she did 
and bade the Eunuch beat me, without offence by me offered: 
so tell hei that he, on w'hose behalf 1 bestirred myself with her, 
hath made me independent of her and her humours, for he hatii 
habited me in this habit and given me two hundred and fifty 
dinais and promised me the like every year and charged me 
to serve none of the folk." Quoth Shafikah, “ kly mistress hath 
a need for thee , so come thou wnth me and I will engage to restore 
thee to thy dwelling in safety and satisfaction." But quoth the 
nuise, “ Indeed, her palace is become unlawful and forbidden to 
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me' and never ag.iin will I enter therein, for that Allah (extolled 
and exalted he lie!) of His favour and honnty hath rendered me 
independent of her.” Presently Shafikah rctiiined to her mistress 
and acquainted her with the nurse’s words, and that wherein she 
was of prosperity; w'hereupon Manyah confessed Jiei unmannerly 
dealing wdth her, and repented when repentance piofitcd her not; 
and she abode in that her case dar-s and nights, whilst the fire of 
longing flamed m her heart. On this wise happened it to her; but 
as regards Al-Abb.is he tamed with his cousin Al-AKil twenty 
days, after which he made ready for the journey to Baghdad and, 
bidding bring the booty ho had taken from King Zuhayr, divided 
It between limiself and his cousin. Then he sent out a-marching 
Baghdad-wards, and when he came within tw'o d.iys’ journey of 
the city he summoned his scrv.int Amir, and said to him, “Mount 
thj chargor and foicgo me wnth the tnr.u.m and the cattle.” So 
.\mir took horse and f.ired on till he came to Baghdad, and the 
season of his onteimg was the first of the day , nor was there in 
the citj* little child or old greybeard but came forth to divert 
himself with gazing on those flocks and herds, and upon the beauty 
of those sl.avc-girls; and their wits were wildercd at what they saw. 
Soon afterwartis the new s reached the king that the young man Al- 
Abbns, who had gone forth from him, was come back with booty 
and rarities and black slaves and a conquering host, and had taken 
up his soj’oum without the city, whilst his serv.int Amir was 
presently come to Baghdad, so he might get ready for liis lord 
dwelling-places wherein he should take up his abode. When the 
King heard these tidings of Amir, he sent for him and caused bring 
him before him; and when he entered his presence, he kissed the 
ground and s.duted with the salaiii and showed his fine breeding 
and greeted him with the goodliest of gieetiiigs The King bade 
him r.aise his head and, this done, questioned him of his lord 
Al-Abbas ; whereupon he acquainted him with his adventures and 
told him that which had bctided him with King Zuhayr and of the 
at my that was become at his command and of the spoil he had 
secured. lie also gave linn to know that Al-Abbas was to arrive 
on the morrow, and with him more than fifty thousand cavaliers, 
obedient to liis orders When the king heard his words, he bade 
decorate Baghdad .and commanded the citizens to eqiTip themselves 
with the nchcst of their apparel, m honour of the coming of 
Al-Abbas Furthermore, he sent to give King Al-Aziz the glad 

I Ihr palicc, e\en'.Mthout especial and personal reasons, not being tbe 
place for a religious and scrupulous woman 
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tidings of his son’s return, and informed him of all which he had 
heard from the Prince’s servant. When the news reached King 
Al-Aziz, he joyed with exceeding joy in the approach of his son, 
and straightway took horse, he and all his host, while the 
trumpets blared and the musicians played, so that the earth 
quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it was a notable day 
When Mariyah beheld all this, she repented in all possible peni¬ 
tence of that which she had done against Al-Abbas, and the fires 
of desire raged in hci vitals. Meanwhile, the troops* sallied forth 
of Baghdad and went out to meet those of Al-Abbas, who had 
halted in a garth called the Green Island. When he espied the 
approaching host, he strained his sight, and, seeing horsemen 
coming and troops and footmen he knew not, said to those about 
him, “ Among yonder troops are flags and banners of various 
kinds; but as for the great green standard that ye see, 'tis the 
standard of ray sire, the which is resetved to him and never dis¬ 
played save over his head, and thus I know that ho himself is 
come out in quest of me." And he was certified of this, he and 
his troops So he fared on towards them and when he drew near 
them, he knew' them and thej' knew him, whereupon they lighted 
down from their horses, and saluting him gave him joy of his 
safety and the folk flocked to him. When lie came to his father, 
they embraced and each greeted other a long time, whilst neither 
of them could utter a word, for the greatness of that which 
betided them of joy m leunion. Then Al-Abbas bade the folk 
take horse; so they mounted, and his Mamelukes surrounded him, 
and they entered Baghdad on the most splendid wise and in the 
highest honour and glory. Now the wife of the shopkeeper, that 
IS, the nurse, came out, with the rest of those who flocked forth, 
to divert herself with gazing upon the show', and w'hen she saw 
Al-Abbas and beheld his beauty and the beauty of his host, and 
that which he had brought back with him of herds and slave- 
girls, Mamelukes and negroes, she improvised and recited these ' 
couplets;— 

Vl-Abbas from the side of Akil is come; » Caravans and steeds he 
hath plundered; 

Vea; horses be brought of pure blood, whose necks » King with collars 
like anklctk where’er they arc led. 

W ith domild hoofs they pour toircnt-hkc, • As they prance through 
dust on the level stead : 


I It." those of El hz\T, who had app.orently entered the city or p,-i5sed 
through u on their waj to the c.-rmp of El Abbas" This is Mr Pajne's 
suggestion 
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Ami bcsUuliiiK tlicir ‘^addles come men of «ar, . Wljosc riii!;ers play 
on the kettle diutn’s head : 

And couched are their lances tint hear the points • Keen grided, 
Minch fill c\cry t-oul Mith dread: 

Who wi’them M'ould fence drawefh doun his death* For one deadly 
hinge soon shall do linn dead : 

Charge, comrades, charge je and gi\e me joy, • Sajing, " Welcome to 
thee, O our dear comrade 1 ” 

And Mho jojs at his niecting shall 'joy delight • Of laigc gifts when he 
from Ins steed shall 'light. 

When the troops entered Baghdad, each of them alighted in his 
tent, whilst Al-.'Vbbas encamped apart on a place near the Tigris 
and issued oiders to slaughter for the soldiers, each d.ay, that 
M’hich should suffice them of o\en and sheep and to bake them 
bread and spread the tables; so the folk ceased not to come to 
him and cat of Ins banquet. I'lirthcrmore, all the country-people 
flocked to him with presents and rarities, and he requited them 
many times the like of then gifts, so that the lands were filled 
with his ronoM’n and the fame of him Mas bruited abioad among 
tlic habitants of wold .ind town. Then, ns soon ns he rode to 
the house he had bought, the shopkeeper and his wife came to 
liim and gave him joy of his safety; whereupon ho ordered them 
three head of swift steeds and thoroughbred, and ten dromedaries 
and an hundred head of sheep, and clad them both in costly 
robes of honour. Presently he chose out ten sla\e-girls and ten 
negro sla\es, and fiftj' maies and the like number of she-camels, 
and tliiee hundred of sheep, together with twenty ounces of musk 
and as many of camphor, and sent all this to the King of Baghdad. 
When the present came to Ins bin Kays his wit fled for joy, and 
he was perplexed whcrcw'ith to requite him Al-Abbas also gave 
gifts and larges.so and bestowed robes of honour upon noble and 
simple, each after the me.isiirc of his degiee, save only IManyah , 
for to her, indeed, he sent nothing. This wasgrieious to the 
Pnnce.ss, and it irked her sore that he should not remember her, 
so she called her slave-gu I Shafikah and said to her, “ Hie thee 
to Al-Abbas and salute him, and s.ay to him ;—What hmdereth 
thee from sending my lady Marij-ah her part of thy booty ? ” So 
Sh.ifik.ah betook herself to him, and w hen she came to his door the 
chamberlains refused her admission until they should have got foi 
her leave and permission. When she entered, Al-Abbas knew her, 
and knew' that she had somewhat of speech with him ; so he dis¬ 
missed his Wamelukes and asked her, “ What is thine errand, O 



•112 


Supplrmcntal _ Nij^hls. 

h.uicl-inaid of good?” Answcicd she, “O my lord, I am a slave- 
girl of the Princess Wanyah, who Idsseth thy hands and oflereth 
her salutation to thee. Indeed, she rcjoiccth in thy safety, and 
blameth thee for that thou breakest her heart, alone of all the folk, 
because thy largesse cmbraccth great and small, yet hast thou 
not remembered her with anything of thy plunder, as if thou 
hadst h.irdened thy heart ag.ainst her.” Quoth he, “ Extolled be 
lie who turneih lieaits! By Allah, iny vitals were consumed 
with the love of her ; and of my longing after her I came forth to 
her from my mother-land, and left my people and my home and 
my vcalth, and it was with her that began the hardheartedness 
and the cruelty, Nalhelcss, for all this I bear her no malice, 
and thcic is no help but that I send her somewhat whereby she 
may leinembcr me, for that I sojourn m her country but a few 
days, after uliicli I set out foi the land of .Al-Yaman." Then he 
called for a chest, and thence bringing out a necklace of Greek 
uorkmaiiship, worth a thousand dinars, wrapped it in a mantle 
of Greek silk, set with pearls and gems, and puriled with red 
gold, and joined thereto a couple of caskets containing musk and 
ambeigiis, lie also put off upon the girl a mantle of Greek silk, 
striped with gold, whciein were divers figures and portraitures 
depicted, nevei saw eyes its like. Therewithal the girl’s wnt fled 
foi joy, and she w'cnt foith fiom his presence and returned to her 
mistiess When she came in to her, she acquainted her with 
that which she had seen of Al-Abbas, and that which was ivith 
him of scivants and .ittendanls, and set out to her the loftiness 
of his station and gar e her that -which was wdth her, Mariyah 
opened the mantle, and when she saiv that necklace (and, indeed, 
the pl.aco was illumined with the lustre thereof), she looked at her 
slave-girl and said to hei, “ By Allah, 0 Shafikah, one look at 
him were dearer to me than all that mj' hand possesseth 1 Oh, 
would Heaven I knew w'li.it I shall do, when Baghdad is empty 
of him and I heai of him no news! ” Then she wept, and 
calling for ink-case and paper and pen of brass wrote these 
couplets.— 

Lonesome my sorrows are; my liver’s fired with ecstasy; • And 
scNcraiicc shaft hath shot me through whence sorest pangs I dree • 
And howso could my soul forget the love I boar to you ? • You-wards 
my will pci foi ce retuins nor passion sets me free: 

I ’piison all desiics I feel for fear of spies thereon » Yet tears that 
streak my cheek hctr.ay for every eye to see. 

No pkice of rest oi joy 1 find to hnng me life delight, • No wine tastes 
well, nor viands please however sa%oury : 
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Ah tnc*! to \\luim r.livll I complain of ci'-c and seek it*; cure • S.nc 
unto thee "ho^c Phantom dciijn*! to sliou me ‘•iKht of tluc ? 

Then name nie not or chide for aUKhl I did m jia-Mon ‘'tress, • \\ ith 
\it.il‘; qonc and frame consumed hy jearning-malady 1 
Scciet I keep tlie fire of Io\c wJiitli aye for screr.ince hliriK; Snoii' 
bla^e■ to Love who robs myrest and wakt s me criicll) ; 

And ccasctii not my tlioiiftht to Rare upon voiir f^liost I>y mglit, • 
W’iiicli fal^-iiif; coincs and he I love •'till. s{i|| imiov'ctli me 
Would Heaven ye wist the hheht that 1 for voii am doomed to hear • 
Tor love of von, whirh torliircs mo with parting a^ony ' 

Then read between the liiie<. I wrote, and mark and learn then sense • 
Tor Mich my talc, and Destinv made me nn outcast he: 

Learn eke the circumstance of Love and lover’s woe nor dci^n ' 
Divulge its mvsitnc'' to men nor griulijc its sccrccv 

Then she fokieil the scroll and, pivin^ it to her sl.ave-girl, bade her 
bear it to Al-Abbas and bnii" back his roplv. So Shafikah tool: 
the letter and earned it to the Prince, after the doorkeeper had 
SQiiglit Ic.ive of him to admit her. When she came in to him, she 
found liim with five damsels, as they vveie moons, cl.id in iich 
lainient and ornaments; and when he s.ivv her, he snd to her, 
“ What is thy need, 0 hand m.ud of good ’ ” Presently she put 
out her hand to him with the writ, after she had kissed it, and he 
b.ide one of his slave-girls receive it from her.’ Then he took it 
from the giil and, bicakmg the seal, read it and compichended its 
contents; whereupon he cried, “Verily, we be Allah’s and unto 
Him we shall return ' ’’ and calling for ink-case and paper wrote 
these improvised couplets:— 

I wonder seeim; how thy love to me • Inclined, v liilo I in heart horn 
love dochiicd: 

Eke wast thoii wont to say 111 versoful writ, • “ Son of tlie Road’no 
road to mt shall find ! 

llow oft km};s fkickcd to me with mighty men • And bales on back of 
Ihikhti' beast tluy hind: 

And noble stectls of pnu st blood and all • Thev bore of choicest boons 
to me consigned, 

Yet won no favour! " Then came I to woo, • .\nd the long talc o’ love 
I h.ad designed. 

I fain set forth in writ of inmc, with words • Like stiings of pe.iils m 
goodly line .digned •- 

Set forth my sev’rance, giief«, tyrannic wrongs, • And ill device ill- 
suiting lover-kind. 


1 Arab "Untif", Rtn •= an ally 

2 Not wishing to touch the hand of a strange woman 

3 I : . a mere pxsscr-hy, a straneer. alluding to her taunt 

4 The Bactrnn or double-humped dromedary See vol 11 night cvl 
Al-Mas'udi (vn 100) calls it Jamal f dij," ht=:thc palsy-camel 
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How'oft love-claimant, craving scerccy, ♦ How oft have lovers plained 
as sore they pined, 

“ How many a brimming bitter cup I’ve quaffed, • And wept my woes 
when speech rvas vain as wind t ” 

And thou" Be patient, ’tis thy bestest course • And choicest 
medicine for mortal mind 1 ” 

Then unto patience worthy praise cleave thou, • Easy of issue and be 
hef resigned. 

Nor hope thou aught of me lest ill alloy * Or aught of dross affect my 
blood refined. 

Such IS my speech. Read, mark, and learn my saj. 1 • To what thou 
deemest ne’er Til tread the waj. 

Then he folded the scroll and sealing it, entrusted it to the damsel, 
who took it and bore it to her mistiess. When the Princess read 
the letter and mastered its meaning, she said, “ Meseemeth he 
recalleth bygones to me.” Then she called for pens, ink, and 
paper, and wrote these couplets .— 

Love thoii didst show me till I learnt its woe • Then to the growth of 
grief didst severance show: 

1 bamsht joys of slumber after you • And e’en my pillow garred my 
wake to grow 

How long in parting shall I pine with pain • While severance-spies* 
through night watch every throe ’ 

I’ve left my kingly couch and self withdrew • Therefrom, .and taught 
mine eyelids sleep t’ unknow. 

’Twas thou didst teach me what I ne’er can bear: • Then didst thou 
w aste my frame w ith parting-blow. 

By oath I swear thee, blame ai d chide me not; • Be kind to mourner 
Lov e hath stricken low I 

For parting-ngours drive him nearer still • To narrow home, ere clad 
in shroud for do’: 

Have ruth on me, since Love l.-ud waste my frame, n’lilid tliralls 
enrolled me and lit fires that flame. 

Mariyah rolled up the letter and gav e it to Shafikah, bidding her 
bear it to Al-Abbas. Accoidmgly, she took it and going with it 
to his door proceeded to enter; but the chamberlains and 
semng-men forbade her till they had obtained her leave from 
the Prince When she went into him, she found him sitting in 
the midst of the five damsels before mentioned, whom his father 
had brought for him; so she gave him the letter and he tare it 
open and read it. Then he bade one of the damsels, whose name 
was Khafifah and vv ho came from the land of China, tune her lute 
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and sing anent separation. Thereupon she came forward and 
tuning her lute, played tiiereon in foiir-.and-twenty modes after 
which she returned to the first and sang these couplets — 

Our friends, when leaving us on p.arting-day, • Crave us in wolds of 
scvcranco-gncf to stiay: 

When bound tlic camels’ litters be.anng them, • And cries of druers 
urged them on the w.ay, 

Ontrusbt nij' tears, despair gat hold of me • And sleep betrayed mine 
eyes to wake a prej’ 

The day they ivent I "cpt, but showed no rutli • The severance spy 
and fl.arcd the fl.aincs alw.fy: 

Alas for lowc o’ Lo%c tliat fires me still 1 • Alack for pine that melts 
my heart aw .ay I 

To whom shall 1 compkain of care, when thou » Art gone, nor fain 
•a-pillow head I lay 5’ 

And day by da_v Lo\ c’s ardours grow on me, • And far’s the tent that 
holds my fondest may ; 

O Grcerc o’ Ilearcn, bear for me a ch.argc • (Noi traitor-likc my troth 
in lo\e bctr.aj !), 

Whene'er thou breafhest o’er theloacd one’s land • Greet him with 
choice salam fro’ me, I pr.ay 

Dust bun with musk and powdered ambergris • While time endures 1 
Such IS fiiy wish for aye 

When the damsel had made an end of her song, Al-Abbas 
swooned awaj' and they spnnWed on him niuslced rose-water, till 
he recovered from his fainting-fit, wdien he called another damsel 
(now there was on her of linen and raiment and ornaments that 
which undocth dcscnption, and she was a model of beauty and 
brightness and loveliness and symmetry and perfect grace, such 
ns shamed the crescent moon, .and she was a Turkish girl from 
the land of the Roum and hern.ame was HdfizahJ and said to her, 
“O Hafizah, close thine eyes and tunc thy lute and sing to us 
upon the d.ajs of severance.” She answered him, “To hoar is to 
obey,” and taking the lute tightened its strings, and cried out 
from her head,* in a plaintive voice, and sang these couplets.— 

My friends 1 tears flow in p.aiuful mockciy, • And sick my heart from 
parting agony: 

Myfr.ame is wasted .and my'itals wrung • And lo\e-fires grow and 
ejes set te.or-floods fiee. 

And when tlie fire burns high beneath my ribs • With tc<ars 1 quench 
it as sad day I see. 

Love left me wasted, baffled, p.ain be-gonc, • Sore frighted, butt to 
spying enemy • 


I t e , sang in tenor tonos which are always in falsetto 
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When I iccall sweet union wi' tlicir loves • I chase dear sleep from the 
sick frame o’ me 

Lonfj as oiir parting lasts the rival joys, And spies with feartul 
puidencc gain their gree. 

I fear me foi my sickly, langoiirous fiamc * Lest dread of parting slay 
me mcont’ncntly. 

Wlicn Hafizah had ended her song, A)-Abbas cried to her, 
“ Brava • Veiily, thou quickenest hearts ftom griefs.” Then he 
called another maiden of the daughteis of Daylam, by name 
Marjanah, and said to her, “ O Alarjanah, sing to me upon the 
days of parting." She said, “ Hearing and obeying,” and recited 
these couplets •— 

“ Cleave to fair Patience 1 Patience •gcndcrcth weal ” ; » Such is the 
rede to us .ill sages deal. 

How oft I plained the lowe of grief and love * Mid passions cast my 
soul in sore unheal. 

How oft I waked and drained the hitter cup • And watclicd the stars, 
nor sleep mine eyes would seal' 

Kiiough it vere an deal you giace to me • In writ a-morn and garred 
no hope to feel 

But Thoughts vliich probed its depths would sear my heart • And 
start from c> c-brows streams that ever steel: 

Nor cease I suffering baleful doom and nights • Wakeful, and heart by 
sorrows lent piecc-mcal. 

But Alkali puiged my soul from lose of you • When all know secrets 
cared I not rc\ cal. 

1 march to-morrow from your country', and • Haply you’ll speed me 
nor fear aught unw cal, 

And, when in person y'ou be far from us, • Would hca\en wc knew who 
shall your news reveal 

\Mio kens if home will e’er us tw'o contain • In dearest life w ith union 
naught can stain 1 

When Marjanah had made an end of her song, the Pnnee said to 
her, “ Brava, O damsel' Indeed, thou sayest a thing which had 
occurred to mj' mind and my tongue was near to speaking it.” 
Then he signed to the fourth damsel, who was a Cairene, by 
name Sitt al-PIusn, and bade her tune her lute and sing to him 
upon the same theme. So the Lady of Beauty tuned her lute and 
sang these couplets :— 

Patience is blest for weal comes after woe » And all things'stated time 
and ordinance show, 

Haps the Sultan, hight Fortune, prove unjust » Shifting the times, and 
man excuse shall know. 

Bitter ensueth sweet in law of change • And after crookedness things 
straightest giow' 
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riicn guard thine honour, nor to anj sa\e • The noble, Knowledge of 
the hid bestow: 

1 ticsc be M'cissitudes the Lord commands • Poor men endure, the 
sinner and the low. 

\\ hen Al-Abbas heard her make an end of her verses, they 
pleased him and he said to her, “ Bra\ a, O Silt al-Hiisn ' Indeed, 
thou hast done away anxiety from my heart, and hast banished 
the things which had occurred to my thought." Then he sighed 
•ind signing to the fifth damsel, wJio was from the land of the 
Persians, and whoso name was Marz-iyah (now' she was the fairest 
of them all and the sweetest of speech and she w'as like unto a 
lustrous star, a model of beauty and loveliness and perfection and 
brightness and justness of shape and symmetric grace, and had a 
face like the new moon, and ejesas they were gazelle's eyes), and 
said to her, “ O Marzij’ah, come forward and tune thy lute and 
sing to us on the same theme, for indeed wc are lesolved upon 
faring to the land of Al-Yaman.” Now this maiden had met 
many of tlie monarchs and had foregathered with the great, so 
she tuned h< r lute and sang these couplets ■— 

Fnciid of Illy he.art, why lca\o thou lone and de-wklc those cjne’ ♦ 
P'air union of our lots ne’er failed tins sitting stead of mine ! 

And ah ! who dwollcst singly in the heart and spnto of mo, • (Be I thy 
ransom !) desolate for loss of friend I pine ' 

Bj Allah 1 O thou richest form in charms and inichness, • Guo alms to 
lover who c.an show of patience ne’er a sign 1 
Alms of wluat past between us tway (wliuli ne’er will I duiilgo) • Of 
privacy between us tway that man shall neer duine 
Giant me approval of my lord whereby I’ o’erwhelm the foe, • .‘Ind let 
iny straitness pass aw.ay and doubtful thoughts malign : 

Approof of thee (an gaincil the meed) for mo high rank shall gam • 
-And show me robed in richest weed to eyes of envy f.un. 

When she had ended her song, all who were m the assembly 
v/ept for the daintiness of her delivery and the sweetness of her 
speech, and Al-Abbas said to her, " Brava, O Marziyah' Indeed, 
thou bewdderest the wits w'ltli the beauty of thy verse and the 
polish of thy speech,'” All this while Shafikah abode gazing upon 
her, and when she beheld the slave-girls of Al-Abbas and con¬ 
sidered the charms of their clothing and the subtlety of their 
senses and the delicacy of their delivery, her reason flew' from her 
head. Then she sought leave of Al-Abbas and, returning to her 
mistress Manyah, sans letter or reply, acquainted her with what 


1 Arab Tabzib=reforming morals, amending conduct, cliaslemng style 
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she had espied of the damsels, and described to her the condition 
wherein he was of honour and delight, majesty, venerance and lofti¬ 
ness of rank. Lastly, she enlarged upon wliat she had seen of the 
slave-girls and their case, and that which they had said, and howthey 
had incited Al-Abhas anent returning to Ins own country by the 
recitation of songs to the sound of the strings. When the Princess 
heard this her slave-girl's report, she wept and m ailed and was like 
to leave the woild. Then she took to lier pillow and said, “O 
Shafikah, I will inform thee of a something which is not hidden 
from Allah the Most High, and ’tis that thou watch o\er me till 
the Almighty decree the accomplishment of His destiny, and when 
my days are ended take thou the necklace and the mantle with 
which Al-Abbas gifted me and return them to him. I deem not 
he will survive me, and if the Lord of All-might determine against 
him and his days come to an end, do thou give one charge to 
shroud us and entomb us both in one tomb.” Then her case 
changed and her colour waxed wan, and when Shafikah saw her 
mistress in this plight, she repaired to her mother and told her that 
the lady JIariyah refused meat and drink. Asked the Queen, 

“ Since when hath this befallen her?” and Shafikah answered, 

“ Since yesterday’s date ”: whereat the mother was confounded and, 
betaking herself to her daughter that she might enquire into her 
case, lo and behold' found her as one dying. So she sat down at 
her head and Mariyah opened her eyes, and seemg her mother 
sittting by her, sat up for shame before her. The Queen questioned 
her of her case and she said, “ I entered the Hamman and it 
stupefied me, and prostrated me, and left in my head an exceeding 
pain; but I trust in Allah Almighty that it will cease.” When her 
mother went out from her, Mariyah took to chiding the damsel for 
that which she had done, and said to her, “ Veril}’, death were 
dearer to me than this; so discover thou not my affair to any, and 
I charge thee return not to the like of this fashion.” Then she 
fainted and lay swooning for a whole hour, and when she came to 
herself she saw Shafikah weeping over her; w’hereupon shepluckt • 
the necklace from her neck and the mantle from her body, and said 
to the damsel, Lay them in a damask napkin and bear them to 
Al-Abbas, and acquaint him with that w’herein I am for the stress 
of severance and the strain of forbiddance.” So Shafikah took 
them and carried them to Al-Abbas, whom she found in readiness 
to depart, being about to take horse for Al-Yaman. She w^ent in 
to him and gave him the napkin and that w'hich was therein, and 
when he opened it and saw’ what it contained, namely, the m'antlc 
and the necklace, his chagrin was e.\cessive and his eyes turned in 
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his head* and his lageshot out of them. When Shafikah saw that 
which betided him, she came forward and said to him, “ O bounti¬ 
ful lord, verily my mistress retiirneth not the mantle and the neck¬ 
lace for despite; but she is about to quit the world and thou hast the 
best right to them.” Asked he, “ And what is the cause of this ^ ” 
and Shafik.ah answered, " Thou knowcst. By Allah, never among 
the Ai.abs nor the Ajams, nor among the sons of the kings, saw I a 
harder of heart than thou 1 Can it be a slight matter to thee that 
thou troublest Marij’ah’s life, and causest her to mourn for herself 
.md quit the world for the sake of thy youth'*? Thou wast the 
cause of her acquaintance with thee and now she departeth this 
life on thine account, she whose like Allah Almighty hath not 
created among the daughters of the kings." When Al-Abbas 
heard from the damsel these words, his heart burned for Manyah, 
and her case was not light to him; so he said to Shafikah, “ Canst 
thou bring me in comp.any with her, so haply I may discover her 
concern and allay whatso ailoth her ’ " Said she, “ Yes, I can do 
that, and thine will be the bounty and the fa\our.” So he arose 
and followed her, and she preceded him, till they came to the 
palace. Tlien she opened and locked behind them foiir-and-twenty 
doors and made them fast with padlocks; and when he came to 
iilariyah he found her as she were the downing sun, strown upon a 
T.iif rug of perfumed leather,*’surrounded by cushions stuffed with 
ostrich down, and not a limb ofherquuered. When her maid saw 
her in this state, she offered to cry out, but Al-Abbns said to her. 
Do it not, but have patience till we discover her affair, and if 
Allah (be He extolled and exalted!) h.avc decreed her death, wait 
till thou have opened the doors to me and I have gone forth. Then 
rlo what seemeth good to thee.” So sa}ing, he went up to the 
Princess and, lajing his hand upon her bosom, found her heart 
fluttering like a doveling and the life yet hanging to her breast * 
So he placed his hand on her cheek, whereat she opened her eyes 
and, beckoning to her maid, said to her by signs, “ Who is this 
that treadeth my carpet .and transgresseth against me* ? ” “ O my 

lady,” cried Shafikah, “this is Prince Al-Abb.as, for whose sake 
thou forsakest the world ” When Manyah heard speak of Al- 
Abbas, she raised her hand from under the coverlet and, laying it 


1 I f , so as to show only the wliitcs. as happens to the " mesmensed ” 

1 I f , for love of and longing for th) >OHth 

3 I f , leather from Al-Taif seevol \i night dccclwiv The te\t has by 
niistake. 'r.ihfi 

4 i f , she w.as at her last breath, when cured by the m.agic of love 

5 I f , violatcth my private apartment 
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upon lus neclc, inhaled awhile Ins scent. Then she sat up and her 
complexion returned to her and they abode talking till a third part 
of the night was past. Presently, the Princess turned to her hand¬ 
maid and bade her fetch them somewhat of food, sweetmeats, and 
fruits, fresh and dry. So Shafikah brought what she desired, and 
they ate and drank and abode on this wise without lewduess, till 
night went and light came. Then said Al-Abbas, “ Indeed, the 
morn breaketh. Shall I hie to my sire and bid him go to thy 
father and seek thee of him in wedlock for me, in accordance with 
the book of Allah Alinight}' and the practice of His Apostle 
(whom may He save and assain 1 ) so we may not enter into trans¬ 
gression ? " And jNIariyah answered, saying, “ By Allah, ’tis well 
counselled of thee! ’’ So he went away to his lodging and naught 
befell between them; and when the day lightened, she recited 
these couplets;— 

O friends, morn-hreeze with Mom dr.aws on amam: • A voice* 

bespeaks us, gladding us with 'plain. 

Up to the coiiNcnt vhcrc our fnciid wc’ll sight • And wine more subtile 
than the dust- m e’ll dram; 

Whereon our friend spent all the coin he owned, • And made the 
nursling in Ins cloak contain”; 

And, when we oped the jar, hght opalline • Struck down the singers 
in Its search w aylain. 

From all sides flocking came the convent-monks • Crjing at top o' 
voices, " Welcome fain 1" 

And we carousing sat, and cups went round, • Till rose the Venus star 
o’er Eastern plain. 

Ko shame in drinking wme, which means good cheer • And love and 
promise of prophetic strain*! 

Ho tliou, the Mom, our union sundering, • These joyous hours to find 
thou dost constrain 

Show grace to us until our pleasures end, • .And latest drop of joy fro' 
friends we gam: 

You have affection candid and sincere • And Love and Joy are best of 
Faiths for men. 

Such was the case with Mariyah; but as regards Al-Abbas, 
he betook himself to his father’s camp, which wms pitched on 
the Green Meadow, by the Tigris-side, and none might thread 


or do '’°**^ (Shizz) is left doubtful • it may be girl's, nightingale’s, 

2 Arab " HibS, partly induced by the rhyme In desert countries the 

comparison will be appreciated, m Sind the fine dust penetrates into a 
closed book r 

3 I« , he smuggled it in under his 'Aba-cloak 

^ : f , the delights of Paradise promised by the Prophet. 
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Ins way between the tents, for the dense network of the tent- 
ropes. When the Prince reached the first of the pavilions, the 
guards and servants came out to meet him from all sides, and 
walked in his service till he drew near the sitting-place of his 
sire, who know of his approach. So he issued forth liis marquee 
and, coming to meet his son, kissed him and made much of him. 
Then they returned together to the royal pavihon, and w-hen 
they had seated themselves therein and the guards had taken 
up their station in attendance on them, the King said to Al- 
Abbas, “ O my son, get ready thine affair, so we may go to our 
own land, for that the lieges in our absence are become ns they 
were sheep lacking shepherd.” Al-Abbas looked at his father 
and wept till he fainted, and when he recovered from his fit he 
improvised and recited these couplets:— 

1 embraced him,* .and straight I w.axt drunk vi’ the smell • Of a fresh 
young branch wont in wealth to dwell. 

Yea, drunken, but not by the wine; n.ay, *twas • Bj draughts from his 
lips that like w ino-cups w ell: 

For Beauty wrote on his cheek’s f.iir p.agc * “Oh, his charms 1 take 
refuge fro' danger fell’ I ” 

Mine eyes, bo easy, since him yc saw; • Nor mote nor blearncss with 
you shall nicll: 

In him Bc.aiity showeth fro' first to fine, • And bnideth on hc.arts bonds 
iinfr.angiblc; 

An thou kohl th 3 'self with his check of light • Thou’ll find but jasper 
and or in slollc’. 

The cinders came to reproach me when • For him longing and pining 
mj‘ heart befell 

But I fc.ar not, I end not, I turn me not • From his life, let tell-tale his 
tale e’en tell: 

By Allah, forgetting ne’er crossed iny thought • While by life-tic 
bound, or when ends my spell: 

.\n I live I will h\e in liis lose, .an 1 die • Of love and longing. I’ll ciy, 
“’Tiswcll!" 

Now when Al-Abbas li.ad ended his verses, Ins father said to 
him, “ I seek refuge for thee xvith Allah, O my son I Hast thou 
any want thou art powerless to wm, so I may endeavour for thee 
therein and lavish my treasuies in its quest ” Cned Al-Abbas, 
“O my papa, I have indeed an urgent need, on ivhose account 


1 Ag.ain, "he'' for "she," making the lover's address more courtly and 
clclicntc 

1 1 take refuge with Allah from the evil eje of her charms 
3 11,’ an thou pnank or adorn thjself I have translated literally, but the 
couplet strongly suggests " nonsense verses ’ 
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I came forth of my mother-land and left my people and my home, 
and affronted penis and horrors and became an exile, and I trust 
in Allah that it may be accomplished by thy magnanimous 
endeavour.” Quoth the King, “ And what is thy want ? ” and 
quoth Al-Abbas, “ I would have thee go and ask for me to wife 
lilariyah, daughter of the King of Baghdad, for that my heart is 
distracted with lo\e of her." Then he recounted to his father his 
adventure from first to last. When the King heard this fiom his 
son, he rose to his feet and, calling for his charger of parade, 
took horse wuth four-and-tw^enty Emirs of the chief officers of 
his empire. Then he betook himself to the palace of the King 
of Baghdad who, when he saw' him coming, bade his chamberlains 
open the doors to them, and going down himself to meet him 
received him with all honour and hospitality, and earned him 
and his into the palace; then causing make ready for them 
carpets and cushions, sat down upon his golden throne and 
seated the guest by his side upon a chair of gold, framed 
in jumper-wood set wnth pearls and jewels. Presently he bade 
bring sweetmeats and confections and scents, and commanded 
to slaughter four-and-twenty head of sheep and the like of oxen, 
and make ready geese and chickens and pigeons stuffed and 
boiled, and spread the tables; nor was it long before the meats 
were sen ed up in vessels of gold and sih er. So they ate their 
sufficiency, and when they had eaten their fill, the tables W’ere 
removed and the wine-ser\-ice set on and the cups and flagons 
ranged in ranks, whilst the rklamelukes and the fair slave-girls 
sat down w'lth zones of gold about their w'aists, studded 
W'lth all manner pearls, diamonds, emeralds, rubies and other 
jewels. Moreoi er, the king bade fetch the musicians; so there 
presented themselves before him twenty damsels with lutes 
and psaltenes' and viols, and smote upon instruments of music 
playing and performing on such wise that they moved the 
assembly to delight. Then said Al-Aziz to the King of Baghdad, 
“I would fain speak a word to thee; but do thou not exclude 
from us those w’ho are present. An thou consent unto my wash 
thine is ours and on thee shall be whatso is on us-; and we ivill 
he to thee a mighty forearm against all unfriends and foes ” 

I Arab ''Santir" Lane (M E . chapt xviii) desenbes it as resembling 
(dulcimer or zither) but \\ith t^\o oblique peg-pieces instead of one, 
and double chords of ^\J^e (not treble strings of lamb‘s gut), and pla.) ed upon 
\Mth two sticks instead of the little plectra ID0Z3 also gi\es Santir from 
i^aXr^pior, the Fsaltn'm of Daniel 

which IS ours shall be thine, and that which is incumbent on 
thee shall be incumbent on us=:we will assume th} debts and responsibilities 
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Quoth Ins bin Kays, " Say what thou wih, O King, for indeed 
thou ovcellcst in speech and in whatso thou sayest dost hit the 
mark.” So Al-A?!/. said to him, “ I desire that thou marry thy 
daughter Many.ah to my son Al-Abbas, for thou knoncst what he 
hath of beauty and loveliness, brightness and perfect grace, and 
his freqiicntation of the valiant and his constancy m the stead of 
cut-and-thrust." Saul Ins bin Kays, “ By Allah, O King, of my 
love for klariy.ah, I ha\e appointed her mistress of her own h.and; 
.accoidingly, whomsoever she chooseth of the folk to him will I 
wed her.” Then he arose to his feet and going in to his daughter, 
found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and 
itlariyah said, “ O my papa, my wish follow eth thy word and my 
will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest I am obedient 
to thee and under thy dominion." Therewith the King knew that 
Many ah inclined to Al-Abbas: he therefore returned forthnght 
to King Al-Azir, .and said to him, “ M.ay Allah amend the lung’ 
Verily, the wish is won and there is no opposition to that thou 
commandest. ” Quoth Al-Aziz, “ By Allah’s leave are wishes 
won. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching Al-Abbas and 
documenting the marriage-contr.act between Manyah and him ’ ” 
.ind quoth Ins bin Kays, “ Thine be the rede.” So Al-Aziz sent 
.ifter his son and acquainted him with that which had passed; 
whereupon Al-Abbas called for four-and-twenty mules and ten 
horses and as many camels, and loaded the mules with fathom-long 
pieces of silk and rugs of leather and boxes of camphor and musk, 
and the camels and horses with chests of gold and silver. Eke 
he took the richest of the stuffs and, w rapping them in wrappers 
of gold-purfled silk, laid them on the hc.ads of porters,* and they 
fared on with the treasures till they reached the King of 
Baghdad's palace, whereupon .all who w'cre present dismounted in 
honour of Al-.Abbas and, escorting him in a body to the presence 
of Ins bin Kays, displayed to the King all that they h.ad wath 
them of things of pnee. The King bade carry all this into the 
store rooms of the Harim and sent for the Kazis and the witnesses, 
who wrote out the contract and married Many.ah to Al-Abbas, 
whereupon the Prince commanded slaughter one thousand head 
of sheep and five hundred buffaloes. So they spread the bride- 
feast and bade thereto all the tribes of the Ar.abs, men of tents 
and men of towns, and the banquet continued for the space of ten 
days. Then Al-Abbas went in to Many ah in a commendable and 

I This pass.age is sadlj disjointed in the text I ha\e followed 
Mr P.a) ne’s ordering 
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auspicious hour and lay with her, and found her a pearl unthndden 
and a goodly filly no rider had ndden*; wherefore he rejoiced and 
was glad and made meny, and care and sorrow ceased from him, 
and his life was pleasant and trouble departed, and he ceased not 
abiding with her in most joyful case and in the most easeful of 
life till seven days were past, w-hen King Al-Aziz resolved to set 
out and return to his realm, and bade his son seek leave of his 
father-in-law to depart vnth his wife to his own country. So 
Al-Abbas spoke of this to King Ins, who granted him the 
permission he sought; whereupon he chose out a red camel,’ 
taller and more valuable than the rest of the camels and, loading 
It with apparel and ornaments, mounted Man3'ah in a litter 
thereon. Then they spread the ensigns and the standards, whilst 
kettle-drums beat and the trumpets blared, and set out upon the 
homewards way. The King of Baghdad rode forth with them 
and companied them three daj’s’ journey on their route, after 
w hich he farewelled them and returned w’lth his troops to Baghdad. 
As for King Al-Aziz and his son, they fared on night and day, and 
gave not over going till there remained but three days’ journey 
behveen them and Al-Yaman, when they despatched three men of 
the couriers to the Prince’s mother to report that they were bring¬ 
ing with them Manj'ah, the King’s daughter of Baghdad, and 
returning safe and laden with spoil. When the Queen-mother 
heard this, her wut took wings for joy, and she adorned the slave- 
girls of Al-Abbas after the finest fashion. Now he had ten hand¬ 
maids, as they were moons, w'hereof his father had carried five 
with him to Baghdad, as hath erst been set forth, and the 
remaining five abode with his mother. When the dromedary- 
posts’ came, they were certified of the approach of Al-Abbas, and 
when the sun easted and their flags w'ere seen flaunting, the 
Prince’s mother came out to meet her son ; nor on that day was 
there great or small, boy or grey-beard, but went forth to greet 
the king. Then the kettle-drums of glad tidings beat and they 


1 The Arab o£ noble tribe is alwajs the first to mount his oiin mare he 
also greatly fears her being put out to full speed by a stranger, holding that 
this should be resen cd for occasions of life and death; and that it can be 
done to perfection only once during the animal’s life. 

2 The red (Ahmar) dromedary like the white-red (Sahab) were most 
valued because they are supposed best to bear the heats of noon, and thus 
••red camels'^ is proverbially used for wealth When the head of Abu Jahl 
was brought in after the Battle of Bedr, Mohammed exclaimed, •• 'Tis more 
acceptable to me than a red camel * ** 

3 * ^ • couriers on dromedaries, the only animals used for sending 
messages over long distances 
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entered in the nlmosl of pomp and the extreme of magnificence; 
so that the tribes and the townspeople hoard of them and brought 
them the richest of gifts and the rarest of presents, and the Prince’s 
mother rejoiced with joy exceeding. They butchered beasts and 
spread mighty bndc-feasts for the people and kindled fires, • that 
it might be visible afar to townsman and tribesman that this was 
the house of hospitality and the stead of the wedding-festival, to 
the intent that, if any passed them by, it should be of his own sin 
against himself. So the folk came to them from all districts and 
cpiarters, and in this way they abode days and months. Presently 
the Prince’s mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that 
assembly; whereupon they came and the ten damsels met. The 
queen seated five of them on her son’s right hand and other five 
on his left, and the folk gathered about them. Then she bade the 
fiv'C who had remained with her speak forth somewhat of poesy, 
so they miglit entertain therewith the seance and that Al-Abbas 
might rejoice thereat. Now she had clad them in the costliest of 
clothes, and adorned them with trinkets and ornaments and 
moulded w'orkof gold and silver and collais of gold, wTought with 
pearls and gems. So they paced fo''W'ard, w ith harps and lutes 
and zithers and recorders, and other instruments of music, before 
them, and one of them, a damsel (w’ho came from the land of China, 
and whose name was Bti’iithah), advanced and screwed up the 
strings of her lute. Then she cried out from the top of her head 
and recited these couplets — 

Indeed your land returned, when you returned, • To whilom light 
which overgrew its gloom : 

Green grew the land that was afore dust-brown, • And hints th.at 
failed again show cd riping bloom : 

And clouds rallied treasures after r.ain had lacked, • And plenty 
poured from e.arth’s rc-opcning womb 
Then ceased the woes, iny lords, that gairod us woep, • With tears 
like dragons’ blood, our severance-doom. 

Whose length, by Allah, made me ye.arn and pme, • Would Heaven, 
O lady mine, I were thy groom I 


I These guest fires are famous in Arab poetrj So Al-Hariri (Ass of 
Banu n.arara) sings — 

A beacon fire I ever kindled high . 

t e ,on the hill-tops near the camp, to guide benighted travellers Also the 
Lamiyat al-Ajam says — 

The fire of hospitality is ever lit on the high stations 
This natural telegraph was used m a host of ways by the Arabs of The 
Ignorance; for instance, when a hated guest left the camp they lighted the 
•' Fire of Rejection," and cried, ■• Allah, bear him far from us I" Nothing 
was more ignoble than to quench such fire 
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\^'llen she had ended her song, all who were present were 
delighted, and Al-Abbas rejoiced in this. Then he bade the 
second damsel sing somewhat on the same theme. So she came 
forward and, tightening the strings of her harp, which was of 
balass rub)’,' raised her voice in a plaintive air and improvised 
these couplets:— 

Brought the Courier glad news of our absentees," • To please us 
through those who had wrought us unease; 

Cried I, “ My life ransom tliec, messenger man, • Thou hast kept thy 
faith, and thy boons aic these ” 

An the mghtlets of union in you we jo\cd, • When fared \ou, naught 
would our grief appease; 

You sw are that folk would to folk be true, • And you kept your oaths 
is good faith decrees. 

To )ou made I oath true lo\cr am I, • He.arcn guard me when sworn 
from all perjuries: 

I fared to meet you and loud I cried, » “ Aha, fair welcome when come 
jou please! ” 

And 1 jo)cd to meet you and when jou came, • Decl.t all the dwelhng 
with tapestnes, 

And death in jour absence to us was dight, • But yout presence 
bnngeth us life and light. 

When she had made an end of her verse, Al-Abbas bade the 
third damsel (who came from Samarkand, of Ajam-land, and whose 
name was Rummanah) sing, and she answered, “ To hear is to 
obey," Then she took the zither and cr)'iiig out from the midst 
of her head, recited and sang these couplets’.— 

My w.atering mouth declares thy mvrtlc-chcck my food to be • And 
cull my lips thy side-face rose, who lily art to me' 

And twn\t the dune and down there shows the fairest flower that 
blooms • M'hose fruitage is granado’s fruit with all granado’s blec' 
Forget my lids of cyne their sleep for magic eyes of him; • Naught 
since he fared but drowsy charms and languorous air I see. 

He shot me down with shaft of glance from how of eyebrow sped: • 
What Chamberlain ‘ betwixt his eyes garred all my pleasure flee ? 


I I f, of rare wood, set wath rubies 

111, whose absence p.iined us 

3 VIr. Pajme and I have long puzzled o\ er these enigmatical and possibly 
corrupt Ines- he wrote to me in 18S4. “This is the first piece that has 
beaten me" In the couplet above {\ol xii. 230) “Rajhdni” ma} mean 
“ ra} basil-plant" or " my food " (the latter Koranic), “ my compassion,” etc : 
and Susani is equally ancipitous, “my lilies” or "my sleep”’ see Bard al- 
Snsan=les douceurs du sommeil in Al-Mas'udi,\ol mi 168 

4 The “Nika," or sand hill, is the swell of the throat the Ghaur or 
lowland is the fall of the waist. the flower is the breast 

5 Arab " Hajib,” ejebrow or chamberlain, see vol ni night clMXi 
The pun is classic^, used bj a host of poets including Al-Hariri 
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Haply shall heart of me seduce his heart by weakness' force • E’en as 
his own seductne j^raco garred rnc lo;e-aihncnt dree. 

I'or an by him forgotten be our pact and co\onant • I ha\c a King 
who nc»cr wall forget my memory. 

His sides bcmock the bending charms of waving Tamarisk,' • And m 
bis beauty-pride he walks as drunk with coquetry 
His feet and logs be feather-hght whene'er he deigns to nin • And saj', 
did any nde the wind except 'twere Solomon’ ? 

Therewith Al-Abhas smiled, and her verses pleased him. Then 
he h.idc the fourth damsel come forward and sing (now she was 
from the Sundown-land^ and her name was Balalvhsha), so she 
came fonvard and. taking the lute and the zither, tuned the strings 
and smote them in many modes; then she returned to the first, 
and improxusing sang these couplets.— 

When to the sfance all for ploasme liicd • Thy lamping ejes illunimed 
Its c\cr\’ side; 

M'hile plaung round us o'er the wmc-fnil bow] • Those necklace-pearls 
old wine with pleasure plied,' 

Till wits the wisest drunken bj her gr.rcc • Hetrajed for joiatice 
secrets sages hide, 

.\nd, .seen the cup, we b.idc it ciiclo lour.d • While sun and moon 
spread radiance side and wide 

We raised for lo\er \cil of lo\c perforce • .'.ml came glad tidings which 
new jojs applied • 

Loud .sing the camel-guide; won w,is our v ish • N'orw.is the secret 
by tlie spy espied : 

And, when inj dais were blest by Hiiion-bliss • And to all-p.irtmg 
Time was .aid denied. 

Each 'bode with other, cle.ir of iiieddlmg =py, * Xor feaied we Ji ite of 
foe or ncighbour-pridc 

The sky was bnght, friends came and severance fared • And Lo\e-m- 
union rained boons multiplied 

Sijing, “ Fulfil fair union, all aic gone ♦ Kuals .ind fcirs lest shaming 
foe deride ". 

Friends now conjoined are - wrong passed awa3, « And ineeting-.'np 
goes round and joys abide: 


t Arab "Tarfali " There is aTirfia Island m the Guadalqiinir, and in 
Gibraltar a "T.arfah Alto opposed to"Tarfah bajo ’ But it must not be 
confounded with Tarf=a side, found m the Maroccan term for “The Rock ' 
Jabil al-T.arf= Jlotmlam of the Point (of Europe) 

2 For Solomon .and his fljmg carpet see \ol 111 night cc 

3 Arab " BilSd al-Maghnb (al-Aksa," in full) = the Farthest Land of 
the selling Sun. shortly c.alled Al-Maghnb and the people “ Jlaghnbi" 
The earliest occurrence of our name Morocco or Marocco I find in the 
“ M.ar.iki).ah'’ of .Vl-M.os'udi (iii 2^1), who apparent!) applies it to a district 
whither the Berbers migrated 

4 The necklace-pe.arls are the ciip-be.arer s teeth 
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On you be Allah’s Peace with every boon • Till end the dooming years 
and time and tide. 

When Balakhshri had ended her verse, all present were moved to 
delight, and Al-Abbas said to her, “ Brava, O damsel! ” Then he 
bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing (now she was from 
the land of Syria, and her name was Rayhanah ; she was passing 
of voice, and when she appeared in an assembly all eyes were 
fixed upon her), so she came forward and taking the viol (for she 
was used to play upon all instmments) recited and sang these 
couplets;— 

Your me-wards coming I hail to sight; • Your look is a joy driving woe 
from sprite: 

With you lo\ e is blest, pure and white of soul; * Life’s sweet and my 
planet grows green and bright: 

By Allah, you-wards my pitic ne’er ceased • And your like is larc and. 
right woithy bight. 

Ask my eyes an e’er since the da> je went • They tasted sleep, looked 
on lover-wiglit: 

My heart by the parting-day was biokc, » .•'tnd iny w.astcd body betrays 
my plight: 

Could my blamcrs see in what grief am I, • They had wept in wonder 
my loss, my blight 1 

They had joined me in shedding torrential tears, • And like me a-morn 
had shown thin and slight. 

How long for your love shall your lo'cr bear • This weight o’er much 
for the hill’s strong height ? 

By Allah, what then for your sake w'as doomed • To my heart, a heart 
by its woes turned white 1 

An show’cd 1 the fires that aye flare in me, • They had ’flamed Eastern 
world and earth’s Western site. 

But after this is my love fulfilled • With joy and gladness and mere 
delight; 

And the Lord who scattered hath brought us back, • Forwhodoeth 
good shall of good ne'er lack. 

When &ng Al-Aziz heard the damsel’s song, both words and 
verses pleased him, and he said to Ai-Abbas, “ O my son, venly 
long versifying hath tired these damsels, and indeed they make us 
yearn after the houses and the homesteads with the beauty of 
their songs. These five have adorned our meeting with the charm 
of their melodies, and have done well m that which they have said 
before those who are present; so we counsel thee to free them for 
the love of Allah Almighty.” Quoth Al-Abbas, “There is no 
command but thy command ”; and he enfranchised the ten damsels 



’ Tale cf King Itts hin JuiVi and las Dauglikr. 429 

in the assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the King and 
his son, and prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to the Lord of 
All-might. Then they put off that which was upon them of orna¬ 
ments and, laying aside the lutes and other instruments of music, 
Icept to their houses like modest vometi and veiled, and fared not 
forth.’ As for King Al-Ariz, he lived after this seven years and 
was removed to the mercy of Almighty Allah; when Ins son Al- 
Abbas bore him forth to burial as bescemeth kings, and let make 
for him prelections and professional recitations of the Koran. He 
Icept up the mouniing for liis father during four successive weeks, 
and when a full-told month had elapsed he sat down on the throne 
of the kingship and judged, and did justice and distributed silver and 
gold. lie also loosed all who were in the jails and abolished gnev- 
anccs, and customs dues, and righted the oppressed of the oppressor; 
so the lieges prayed for him, and loved him, and invoked on him 
endurance of glorj- and continuance of kingship, and length of 
life, and eternity of prosperity and happiness. The troops submitted 
to him, and the hosts from all parts of the kingdom, and there 
came to him presents from each and cverj' land the kings obeyed 
him and many were his warriors and Ins grandees, and his subjects 
Ihcd with him the most easeful of lives and the most delightsome. 
Meanwhile, he ceased not, he and Ins beloved. Queen Mariyah,in 
the most enjoyable of life and the pleasantest, and he was vouchsafed 
by her children ; and indeed there befell friendship and affection 
iietw’cen them, and the longer their companionship was prolonged, 
the more their love waxed, so that they became unable to endure 
each from other a single hour, save the time of Ins going forth to 
the Diwan, when he would return to her 111 the liveliest that might 
be of longing. And after this fashion tbej' abode in all solace of 
life and satisfaction till there came to them the Destroyer of 
delights and the Severer of societies. So extolled be the Eternal 
Whose sway endureth for ever and aye, Who never unheedeth 
neither dieth nor sleepeth ! Tins is all that hath come down to 
us of their talc, and so the Pc.ice ! 


I In these unregener.ate dajs they would often be summoned to the 
houses of the royal family; but now they, becoming freed women, were 
rcsohed to bo " respectable ” In not a few Moslem countries men of wealth 
and rank marry protessional singers who, however loose may have been their 
artistic lives, mostly distinguish themselves by decency of behaviour often 
pushed to the extreme of ngour Also jeune coquette, vieille d6votee, 13 a rule 
of the world, Eastern and ^Vcs^ern, 
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SHAHRAZAD AND SHAHRYAR.* 

King Siiahryak marvelled at this history^ and said, “ By Allah, 
venly, injustice slayeth its folk”!’’ And he was edified by that 
wherewith Shahrazad bespoke him and sought help of Allah the 
Most High. Then said he to her, “ Tell me another of thy tales, 
O Shahrazad; supply me uith a pleasant story and this shall be 
the completion of the storj'-telhng.” Shahrazad replied, “With 
love and gladness 1 It hath reached me, 0 auspicious King, that 
a man once declared to his mates, I will set forth to you a means 
of security against annoy. A friend of mine once related to me 
and said :—Wo attained to security against annoy, and the ongin 
of It Mas other than this; that is, it was the following'.— 


TALE OF THE TWO KINGS AND THE 
WAZIR’S DAUGHTERS.^ 

I ovnuTRAVELLED wliilomc lands and climes and towns and visited 
the cities of high renown, and traversed the ways of dangers and 
hardships. Towards the last of my' life I entered a city of the 
cities of China,*' wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the 


1 Bresl Edit ,\ol xii p 383 (night mi) The king is called as usual 
“ Shahrb.in," which is ncarl} sjnonj’raous with Shahr^'dr 

2 I c, the old Sindihad-N.imch (see vol iv night dlxicviii) or the 
"Malice of Women,” which the Bresl Edit entitles, "Tale of the King 
and his Son and his Wife and the Seven Wazirs ” Here it immediatclj 
follows the Tale of Al-Abbas and Marijah, and occupies pp 237-383 of \ol 
Ml (nights dccccKM\-m) 

3 1 e , those w ho commit it 

4 The connection between this pompous introduction and the storj' which 
follows IS not apparent The "Tale of the Two Kings and the Wazir's 
Daughters " is that of Shahrazad told in the third person, in fact a rechauffe 
of the Introduction But as some three years have passed since the mamage, 
and the denoument of the plot is at hand, the Princess is made, with some art, 
I think, to lay the whole affair before her husband in her own words, the 
better to bnng him to a " sense of his duty " 

5 Bresl Edit , vol \ii pp 384-412 

6 This clause is taken from the sequence, where the elder brother’s 
kingdom IS placed in China 
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Tobbas* and the Cresars.^ Now that city had been peopled with 
its inhabitants by means of justice and equity; but its then king 
was a tyrant dire who despoiled lives and souls at his desire; 111 
fine, there was no warming one’s self at Ins fire,® for that, indeed, 
he oppressed the belie\ing band and wasted the land. Now 
he h.id a younger brother, who was king in Sam,arkand of the 
Persi.ans, and the two kings sojourned a while of time, each in 
his own city and stead, till they yearned unto each other, and the 
elder king despatched his Wazir to fetch his younger brother. 
When the Minister came to the King of Samarkand and ac¬ 
quainted him with his errand, he submitted himself to the bidding 
of his brother and answered, “To he.ir is to obey.” Then he 
equipped himself and made ready for wayfare, and brought forth 
his tents and p.avilions. A while after midnight he went in to 
his wife that he might farewell her, and found wnth her a strange 
man lying by her in one bed. So he slew' them both and, dragging 
them out by the feet, cast them away and set forth on his march 
When he came to his brother’s court, the elder king rejoiced 
in him with joy exceeding, and lodged him in the pavilion of 
hospitality beside his own palace. Now this pavilion overlooked 
a flower-g.irden belonging to the elder brother, and there the 
younger abode with him some d.ays. Then he called to mind 
that which his wife had done with him and remembered her 
slaughter, and hethought him how he was a king, yet was not 
exempt from the shifts of Time; and this affected him with 
exceeding affect, so that it drave him to abst.ain from meat and 
dnnk, or, if he ate anything, it profited him naught When 
his brother saw him on such wise, he deemed that this had 
betided him by reason of sever.ance from his folk and family, and 
said to him, “Come, let us fare forth a-coursing and a-hunting.” 
But he refused to go with him ; so the elder brother went to the 


1 For the Tobbis — "Successors" or ihe IIim}.'iri(ic iings, see vol i 

night xxii , , , , , 

2 Kavasirah. opp to AKAsirah, here and m nian> other places 

3 See vol 1 night \lv King Kiila)b ("little dog”) .al-Wa'il, a 
powerful chief of the Itanu Ma'ad in the Kasin distnct of Najd, who was 
connected with the w.ar of Al- 13 asus He is so called bec.ause he lamed a 
pup (kulavb) and tied it up in the midst of his Hima (domain, place of pasture 
.and water), forbidding men to camp within sound of its bark or sight of his 
fire Hence "more m.asterfiil th.an Kulajb," A P 11 145, .and Al-H.arin, Ass 
wvi (Cheiicr}. p 448) This angrj person c,ame by his death for wounding m 
the uddera tresp.assingcamel (Sorab) whose owner w.a5a woman n.amed B.asus 
Her friend (Jasus) slew him. and thus arose the famous long war between 
the tribes Wahl B.akr and Taghhb It gave origin to the sajing, “Die thou, 
and be an expiation for the shoe-latchet of Kulaj b " 
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chase, whilst the younger abode in the pavilion aforesaid. Now, 
as he was diverting himself by looking out upon the flower-garden 
from the latticed window of the palace, behold he saw his brother’s 
wife, and with her ten black slaves and ten slave-girls. Each slave 
laid hold of a damsel, and another slave came forth and did the 
like with the queen; and when they had their uolls one of other 
they all returned whence they came. Hereat there betided the 
King of Samarkand exceeding surprise and solace, and he was 
made whole of his malady little by little. After a few days his 
biother returned and, finding him cured of his complaint, said to 
him, “ Tell me, 0 my brothei, what was the cause of thy sickness 
and thy pallor, and what is the reason of the return of health to 
thee and of rosiness to thy face after this^ ” So he acquainted 
him with the v hole case, and this as grievous to him; but they 
hid their affair and agreed to leave the kingship and fare forth 
a-pilgnmaging and adventuring at hap-hazard, for they deemed 
that there had befallen none the like of what had befallen them. 
Accordingly they went forth, and as they journeyed they saw by 
the way a woman imprisoned in seven chests, whereon were five 
padlocks, and sunken deep in the midst of the salt sea, under the 
guardianship of an Ifnt; yet, for all this, that woman issued out 
of the ocean and opened those padlocks, and coming forth of those 
chests did what she would with the two brothers after she had 
practised upon the Ifnt. When the two kings saw that woman’s 
fashion, and how she circumvented the Ifnt who had lodged her 
111 the abyss of the main, they turned back to their kingdoms, and 
the younger betook himself to Samarkand, whilst the elder 
returned to China and contnved for himself u custom m the 
slaughter of damsels, which was, his Wazir used to bring him 
every night a girl with whom he lay that night, and when he 
arose in the morning he gave her to the Minister and bade him 
do her die. After this fashion he abode a long time, whilst the 
folk murmured, and God’s creatures were destroyed, and the 
commons cned out by reason of that grievous affair into which 
they were fallen, and feared the wrath of Allah Almighty, dread¬ 
ing lest He destroy them by means of this. Still the king 
persisted in that practice, and in his blameworthy intent of the 
lulling of damsels and the despoilment of maidens concealed by 
veils,' wherefore the girls sought succour of the Lord of All-might, 
and complained to Him of the tyianny of the king and of his 


I Arab " Mukbaddardt,” maidens concealed behind curtains and veiled in 
the Harem 
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oppression. Now the king’s Wazir had two dauglitcrs, sisters 
german, the elder of w horn had read the books and made herself 
mistress of the sciences, and studied the writings of the sages and 
the stories of the ciip-companions,‘ and she was a maiden of 
dbimdant lore and knowledge galore and wit than which naught 
can be more She heard that which the folk sufiered fiom that 
king in his misusagc of their children , thereupon ruth for them 
gat hold of her, and jealousy, and she besought Allah Almighty 
that lie uould bring the king to icnounce that his now and 
accursed custom,- and the Lord answered her prayer. Tlien she 
consulted her younger sister and said to hei, “ I mean to dense 
a dcMce for fleeing the childien of folk, to wit, I will go up to 
the king and offer myself to marry him, and when I come to his 
presence I will send to fetch thee. When thou coriiest in to 
me and the king hath had his carnal will of me, do thou say 
to me;—O my sister, let me he.ir a story of thy goodly stories, 
wherewith we may beguile the waking hours of our night till the 
d.iwn, when we take Icaie each of othei , and let the king hear 
it likcw'iso!” The other replied “’Tis well, forsure this con¬ 
trivance will deter the king from this innovation he piactiseth, 
and thou shall be requited with favour e.vceeding and recompence 
abounding in the woild to come, for that, indeed, thou peulost 
thy life, and wilt either perish or win to thy wish.” So she did 
this and Fortune f.ivoured her, and the Divine direction w’as 
vouchsafed to her and she discoveicd her design to her sire, the 
Wazir, who thereupon forbade her, fearing her slaughter. How¬ 
ever, she repeated her words to him a second time, and a third, 
but he consented not. Then he cited to her a parable, which 
should deter her, and she cited to him a parable of import 
contrarj’ to bis, and the debate w-as prolonged between them 
and the adducing of instances, till her father saw that he was 
poweiless to tuin her from het purpose, and she said to him, 
“There is no help but that I marry the King, so haply I may 
be a sacrifice for the children of the kloslems: either I shall 
turn him from this his heresy or I shall die.” When the 
Ministei despaiied of dissuauing her, he went up to the king 
and acquainted him wnth the case, saying, “I have a maiden 


1 ( f , the professional K.iw is or tale reciters w ho learned stones by heart 
from books like " The Ar.abi.an Nights ” See my Terminal Essay 

2 Arab "Bid'ali," lit = an innovation, a new thing, an mvention, any 
change from the custom of the Prophet and the universal practice of "le Faith, 
whether it be in the cut of the buard or a question of state policy Popularly 
the word = heterodoxy, heresy, but theologically it is not necessarily used 
in a bad sense Seevol.JV night ccccwv. 
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(laughter and she dcsireth to give herself in free gift to the 
King.” Quoth the King, “ Mow can thy soul consent to this, 
seeing that thou knowest I abide but a single night with a girl, 
and when I arise on the morrow T do her dead, and ’tis thou 
who slajest her, and again and again thou'hast done this?" 
Quoth the Wazir, “ Know, O king, that I have set forth all 
this to her, yet consented she not to aught, but needs must 
she have thy company, and she chooseth to come to thee and 
present herself before thee, albeit I have cited to her the 
sajings of the sages; but she hath answered me with more 
than thrt which I said to her, and contrariwise.” Then quoth 
the king, “ Suffer her visit me this night, and to-morrow 
morning come thou and take her and kill her; and by Allah, 
an thou slay her not, I will slay thee r nd her also!” The 
Minister obeyed the king's bidding and, going out from the 
presence, returned home. When it as night he took his elder 
daughter and earned her up to the king; and when she came 
befire him she wept'; whereupon he asked her, “Whatcanseth 
thee weep’ indeed, 'twas thou who willedst this." She 
answered, “ I weep not but of longing after my little sister; 
for that, since we grew up, I and she, I have never been 
parted from her till this day; so, an it please the King to send 
for her, that 1 may look on her, and listen to her speech and 
take my fill of her till the morning, this were a boon and an 
act of kindness of the King." So he bade fetch the damsel, 
and she came Then there befell that which befell of his union 
with the elder sister, and when he went up to his couch that 
he might sleep, the younger sister said to her elder, “Allah 
upon thee, O my sister, an thou be not asleep, tell us a tale 
of thy goodly tales, whereinlh i\e may beguile the watches of 
our night, ere day dawn and parting.” Said she, “ With love 
and gladness ”, and fell to relating to her, whilst the king 
listened. Her story was goodly and delectable, and whilst 
she w,as in the midst of telling it the dawm brake. Now» the 
king’s heart clave to 'the hearing of the rest of the storj', so 
he respited her till the morrow; and when it was the next 
night, she told him a tale concerning the marv'els of the lands 
and the wonders of Allah’s creatures, which w'as yet stranger 
and rarer than the first. In the midst of the recital appeared 
the day, and she was silent from the permitted say. So he let 


I About three parts of this sentence ha\ e been supplied by Mr. Paj ne, the 
careless senbe haring eridentlj omitted it 
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her live till the following night, th.it he might hear tho nd of 
tlie history, and after that slay her. On this wise it fortuned 
v ith her, lint as regards the people of the city, they rejoiced 
and i\cre glad, and blessed the Wazir's daughters, mar\-elling 
for that three days had passed and that the king had not put 
his bride to death, and exulting in that he had returned to the 
wajs of righteousness, and would nevei again burthen himself 
with blood-g^iilt against any of the maidens of the city. Then, 
on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary 
ad\enture, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of 
Kings and \\'azirs and Notables. Brief, she ceased not to 
entertain him many days and nights, uhile the king still said to 
himself, “ Whenas I shall have heard the end of the tale, I will 
do her die,” and the people redoubled their marvel and admiration. 
Also the folk of the circuits and cities heard of this thing, to wit, 
that the kdng had turned from Ins custom and from that which he 
had imposed upon himself, and had renounced his heresy, wherefor 
they rejoiced and the lieges returned to the capital and took up 
their abode therein, after they had departed thence; and they 
were constant in prayer to Allah Almighty that He would stablish 
the king in his present stead." “And this,” said Shahrazad, 
“is the end of that which my fnend related to me." Quoth 
Shahryar,' “O Shahra/ad, finish for us the tale thy friend told 
thee, inasmuch as it resemblclh the story of a King w horn I knew; 
but fain would I hear that which betided the people of this city 
and what they said of the affair of the King, so I may return from 
the case wherein I was " She replied, “With love and gladness > ” 
Know, O auspicious king and lord of right rede and praiseworthy 
meed and prowest of deed, that, when the folic heard hoiv the 
king had put aivay from him his malpractice and returned from 
Ins unrighteous wont, they rejoiced in this w’lth joy exceeding 
and offered up prayers for him. Then thej’ talked one with 
other of the cause of the slaughter of the maidens, and the ivise 
said, “ Women are not ail alike, nor are the fingers of the hand 
alike." Now ivhen King Shahryar heard this story he came to 
himself and, awaking from his drunkenness,“ said, “ By Allah, 
this story is my story and this case is my case, for that indeed I 
was in reprobation and danger of judgment till thou turnedst 


I Al-Mas'udi (\ol n , p 213) uses this term to signify viceroy in 
" SUahryah Sajastan ” 

Ilf, his indifference to the pnnciples of riglit and "rong, which is a 
manner of moral intoxication 
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me bade from this into the right way, extolled be the Causer of 
cau'^cs and the Liberator of nedcs' " presently adding, “ Indeed, 
O Shall!azad, thou hast awakened me to many things and hast 
aroused me from mine ignorance of the right/’ Then said she 
to him. “ O chief of the kings, the avise say ;—^The kingship is a 
building, whereof the troops arc the base, and when the founda¬ 
tion IS strong, the building enduieth ; wherefore it behoveth the 
king to sticngthen the foundation, for that they say, Whenas the 
base is weak, the building fallcth. In like fashion it besitteth 
the king to care for his troops and do justice among his lieges, 
even as the owner of the garden carcth for liis trees and cutteth 
aw'ay the weeds that have no profit in tliem; and so it befitteth 
the king to look into the affairs of his Ryots and fend off oppres¬ 
sion from them. As for thee, O king, it behoveth thee that thy 
Wazir be virtuous and experienced in the requirements of the 
pcojile and the peasantry; and indeed Allah the Most High hath 
named his name' in the history of Mus:'! (on whom be the Peace!) 
when he saith:—And make me a Wazir of my people, Aaron 
Now' could a Wazir have been dispensed withal, Moses, son of 
Imran, had been worthier than any to do without a Minister. As 
for the Wazir, the Sultan discovcrcth unto him his affairs, private 
and public, and know, O king, that the likeness of thee with 
the people is that of the leach with the sick man; and the 
essential condition of the Minister is that he be soothfast in. his 
sajnngs, reliable in all his relations, rich in ruth for the folk, and 
in tenderness of transacting wafh them. Verily, it is said, O king, 
that good troops be like the druggist; if his perfumes reach thee 
not, thou still smellest the fragrance of them; and bad entourage 
be like the blacksmith; if his sparks burn thee not, thou smellest 
his evil smell. So it befitteth thee take to thyself a xdrtuous 
Wazir, a veracious counsellor, even as thou takest unto thee a 
wife displayed before thy face, because thou needest the man’s 
righteousness for thine own right directing, seeing that, if thou do 
righteously, the commons will do right, and if thou do wTongoiisly, 
they also will do wrong.” When the ICing heard this, drowsiness 
overcame him and he slept and, presently awaking, called for the 
candles; so they were lighted, and he sat down on his couch and, 
seating ^halirazad by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the 
ground before him and said, “ O king of the age and lord of the 
time and the years, extolled be the Forgiving, the Bountiful, who 
hath sent me to thee, of His grace and good favour, so I have 


lie, hath mentioned the office of XVazir (in Koran xx 30) 
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incited thee to longing after Paiadise, for vcnly this which thou 
was nont do was ne\er done of any of the kings before thee. 
Then laud be to the Lord who hath directed thee into the right 
way, and who fioni the paths of frowardness hath diverted thee* 
As for women, Allah Almighty maketh mention of them also 
when He s.uth in His Holy Book —“Truly, the men who resign 
themselves to Allah* and the women who resign thomsehes, and 
the true-beheving men and the tnic-belie\ing women, and the 
devout men and the devout women, and truthful men and truthful 
women, and long-suffering men and long-suffering women, and 
the humble men and the humble W'omcn, .and charitable men and 
charitable women, and the men who fast and the women wdio 
fast, and men who guard themselves and w'omen who guard 
themselves, and men who are constantly mindful of Allah and 
women who are constantly mindful, for them Allah hath prepare'd 
forgiveness and a rich reward ’ As for that which hath befallen 
thee, verily, it hath befallen many kings before thee and their 
women hnvc Saised them, for all they were more majesties] of 
puissance than thou, and mightier of kingship and had troops 
more manifold. If I would, I could relate unto thee, O king, 
concerning the wiles of women, that whereof I should not make 
an end all my life long; and indeed, in all these my nights that I 
have passed before thee, I have told thee many tales of the 
wheedling of women and of then cr.ift; but soothly the things 
abound on me'’; so, an thou please, O king, I will relate to thee 
somewhat of that which befell olden kings of perfidy from their 
women and of the calamities which overtook them by reason of 
these deceivers. Asked the king, “ IIow' so ^ Tell on”, and she 
answered, “Hearkening and obedience It hath been told me 
O king, that a man once related to a company the following 
tale of 


THE CONCUBINE AND THE CALIPH.^” 

Onh day of the days, as I stood at the door of my house, and the 
heat was e.xcessivc, behold, I saw' a fair woman approaching, and 

Iff, Moslems, who practise the Relipon of Resignation 

2 Koran wxiii 35 This is a proemmm to the "revelation” concerning 
Zajd and Z.vynab 

3 I r , I ha\ e an emhai 1 as de richesse in my repertory 

4 Ttic title IS from the Brest Edit (\ol xii pp 39S-402) Mr Payne 
calls It " The I-aiouiite and her Loier 




438 Supplemental Nights. 

with her a slave-girl carrying a parcel. They gave not over going 
till they came up to me, when the woman stopped and asked me, 
‘'Hast thou a draught of water?” Answered I, “Yes, enter 
the vestibule, 0 my lady, so thou mays! drink.” Accordingly 
she came in and I went up into the house and fetched two 
gugglets of earthenware, smoked with musk* and full of cold 
water She took one of them and discovered her face, the better 
to drink; whereupon I saw that she was as the rising moon or 
the resplendent sun, and said to her, “ O my lady, wilt thou not 
come up into the house, so thou mayst rest thyself till the air 
cool, and afterv'ards fare thee to thine own place ? ” Quoth she, 
“ Is there none with thee ? ” and quoth I, “ Indeed I am a 
bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there a wight in 
the site-, whcieupon she said, “An thou be a stranger, thou art 
he in quest of whom I was going about.” So she went up into the 
house and doffed her walking dress, and I found her as she were 
the full moon I brought her what 1 had by me of food and drink 
and said to her, “ O my lady, excuse me; this is all that is ready"; 
and said she, “ This is right good’ and indeed 'tis what I sought.” 
Then she ate and gave the skave-girl that which was left; after 
which I brought her a casting-bottle of musked rose-water, and 
she washed her hands and abode with me till the season of mid- 
afternoon prayer, when she brought out of the parcel she had with 
her a shirt and trousers and an upper garment* and a gold-worked 
kerchief and gave them to me; saying, “ Know that I <am one of 
the concubines of the Caliph, and we be forty concubines, each of 
whom hath a cicisbeo who cometh to her as often as she would 
have him; and none is inthout a lover save myself, wherefore I 
came forth this day to get me a gallant, and now I have found thee. 
Thou must know that the Caliph lieth each night Math one of us, 
whilst the other nine-and-thirty concubines take their ease with 
the mne-and-thirty masculmes, and I would have thee company 
with me on such a day, when do thou come up to the palace of 
the Caliph and sit awaiting me in such a place, till a little eunuch 
come out to thee and say to thee a certain watch-word, which is. 
Art thou Sandal ^ Answer Yes, and wend thee with him.” Then 


1 The practice of fumigating gugglets is universal in Egypt (Lane, M E , 
chap V ), but I never heard of musk being so used 

2 Arab I.aysa fi 'l-diyan dayjar "—a favourite jingle 

3 Arab “Khayr ICathir" (pron Katir) which also means ‘‘abundant 
kindness " 

4 Dozy says of " Hunayni ” (Haim), II semble etre le nom d’un vetement 
On which we may remark, Connu > 
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she took leave cf me and I of her, after I had strained her to my 
bosom and ihrmvn my arms round her neck and we had e\changed 
kisses awhile. So she fared forth and I abode patiently expecting 
the appointed day, till it came,-when I arose and went out, intend¬ 
ing for the trjsting-place, but a fiiend of mine met me by the way 
and made me go homo -with him. I accompanied him, and when I 
came up into liis sitting-chamber he locked the door on me and 
walked out to fetch what we might cat and drink. He was absent 
until midday, then till the hour of mid-aftemoon pmver, whereat I 
was chagrined with sore concern. Then he was missing till sun¬ 
down, and I was like to die of vex'ation and impatience; and 
indeed ho returned not and I passed my night on wake, nigh upon 
death, for the door was locked on me, and my soul was like to 
depart my body on account of the assignation. At daybreak my 
friend returned and, opening the door, came in, bringing with him 
mcat-pudding' and fntters and bees’ honey, and said to me, “ By 
Allah, thou must needs excuse me, for that I was wnth a company 
and they locked the door on me and have let me go but this very 
moment.” I returned him no reply; however, he set before me 
that which was w'lth him, and I ate a single mouthful and w'ent out 
running at speed so haply I might overtake the rendezvous w'hich 
had escaped me. When I came to the palace, I saw' over against 
it eight-and-thirty gibbets set up, whereon were eight-and-thirty 
men crucified, and under them cight-and-thirty° concubines as 
they were moons. So I asked the cause of the crucifixion of the 
men and concerning the women in question, and it w'as said unto 
me, “ The men thou seest crucified the Caliph found with yonder 
damsels, who be his bed-fellows.” When I heard this, I prostrated 
myself in thanksgiving to Allah and said, ‘‘ The Almighty re¬ 
quite thee with all good, O my friend ' ” For had he not invited 
me and locked me up in iiis house that night, I had been crucified 
with these men, wherefore Alhanidohllah—laud to the Lord' 
" On this w’ise ” (continued Shahrazad), “ none is safe from the 
calamities of the world and the vicissitudes of Time, and in proof 
of this I v-ill relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and 
stranger than this. Know', Oking, that one said to me:—A fnend 
of mine, a merchant, told me the following tale of 

I Ar.ab Ilansah' see vol i night am Westerns make a sad mess 
of this dish when they describe it .as une sorte d'olh foilnda (the hotch-pot), 
■uno p.Uec do viandes, de froment et de legumes secs (Al-M.as udi. viii 438) 
■\\'hencier I liase eaten it, it was always a meat pudding, for which see vol 1 

^:E\ idcntly one escaped because she was sleeping with the Caliph and a 
second because she had kept her assignation 
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THE CONCUBINE OF AL-MAAMUN.'” 

As I sat one day in my shop, there came up to me a fair 
woman, as she were the moon at its rising, and with her a 
hand-maid. Now I was a handsome man in my time, so that 
lady sat down on my shop," and buying stuffs of me, paid the 
price and went her ways I asked the girl anent her, and she 
answered, “ I know not her name.” Quoth 1 , “ Where is her 
abode?” Quoth she, “In heaven”; and I, “She is presently 
on the eaith; so when doth she ascend to heaven, and where 
IS the ladder by which she goeth up"’?” The girl retorted, 
“She hath her lodging in a palace between two rivers,^ that 
IS, 111 the palace of Al-Maamun al-H.ikim bi-Anin 'llali.'' ” Then 
said I, “I am a dead man, without a doubt”; but she replied, 
“ Have patience, for needs must she return to thee and buy 
other stuffs of thee.” I asked, “ And how’ cometh it that the 
Commander of the Faithful trusteth her to go out ? ” and she 
answered, “ He loveth her w’lth e.xceeding love, and is wrapped 
up in her and crosseth her not.” Then the slave-girl went 
aw'ay, lunning after her mistress; whereupon I left the shop 
and followed them, so I might see her abiding-place. I kept 
them in mcw' all the way, till she disappeared from mine eyes, 
w'heii I returned to my place', with heart a-fire. Some days 
after, she came to me again and bought stuffs of me: I refused 
to take the price, and she cned, “ We have no need of thy 
goods.” Quoth I, “O my lady, accept them from me as a 
gift”, but quoth she, “Wait till I try thee and make proof of 
thee.” Then she biought out of her pocket a purse and gave 


1 Mr Payne entitles it, “ The Merchant of Cairo and the Favounte of 
the Khahf el Slamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah " 

2 Sea my Pilgrimage (i loo) the scat would be on the same bit of 
boarding where the master sits or on a stool or bench in the street 

3 This IS true Cairene chaff, give and take, and the stranger must 
accustom himself to it before he can be at home with the people 

4 t f , in Eauzah-island see r ol iv night ccccvxvi 

5 There is no historical person who answ ers to those names, “ The Secure, 
the Ruler, by Commandment of Allah " The cognomen applies to two 
soldans of Egypt, of whom the later Abu al-Abbas Ahmad the Abbaside (A B 
1261-1301) has already been mentioned in The Nights (vol lu night cccKwix 
The tale suggests the earlier Al-Hakim (Abu Ah al-Mansur. the Fatimite, 

® 995-1021), the God of the Drure "peisuasion" , and the tale-teller may 
have purposely blundered in changing Mansiir to Maamun for fe.ar of 
offending a sect which has been most dangerous in the matter of assassination 
and which is capable of becoming so aga.n 
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me therefrom a thousand dinars, saying, “Trade with this till 
I return to thee.' So I took the purse, and she went away 
and returned not till six months had passed. Meanwhile, I 
traded with the inonej’, and sold and bought and made other 
thousand dinars profit on it. At last she came to me again, 
and I s.iid to her, “ Here is thy money, and I have gained 
with It other thousand ducats”; and she, “Let it he by thee, 
and take these other thousand dinars. As soon as I have 
departed from thee, go thou to Al-Rauzah, the Garden-holm, 
and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the edifice is 
accomplished give me to know- thereof.” So saying, she left 
me and w ent away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself 
to Al-Rauzah and fell to building the pavilion, and when it was 
finished I furnished it with the finest of furniture, and sent to 
tell her that I had made an end of the edifice: whereupon she 
sent back to me, saying, “ Let him meet me to-morrow about 
daybreak .u the Zuwaylah gate and bring with him a strong 
ass.” I did as she bade and, betaking mjself to the Zuwaylah 
gate at the appointed time, found there a young man on horse 
back, awaiting her even as I awaited her. As we stood, behold, 
up she came, and with her a sla\e-girl. When she saw' that 
young man, she asked him, “Art thou here^” and he answered, 
“Yes, O my lady ” Quoth she, “To-day I am invited by this 
man' wilt thou wend with us’” and quoth he, “Yes.” Then 
said she, “ Thou hast brought me hither against my will and 
parforce ^^'llt thou go with us in any case*’” He cried 
“ Yes, )es,” and we fared on, all three, till we came to Al-Rauzah 
and entered the pavilion The dame diverted herself awhile 
with viewing its ordinance and furniture, after which she doffed 
her walking-dress and sat down w'lth the young man in the 
goodliest and chiefest place Then I fared forth and brought 
them what they should eat at the first of the day, presently] 
again went out and fetched them what they should eat at the last 
of the day and brought for the tw.ain wine and dessert, and 
fruits and flowers After this fashion I abode in their service, 
standing on my feet, and she said not unto me, “Sit," nor 
“ Take, eat,” nor “ Take, drink,” while she and the young man 
sat toying and laughing, and he fell to kissing her and pinching 
her, and hopping over the ground^ and laughing They remained 


1 Arab •''Al.-v kulh bdl" = ' whateier maj betide,” or " wiliy-nilly " 
Tne pbrase is still popular 

2 1 he dulce desipere of )Our.g lorers, he making a buffoon of himselt to 
amuse her 
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thu^, awhile and presently she said, “Hitherto we have not 
become drunken; let me pour out." So slie took the cup, and 
crowning it, gave linn to drink and plied him with wine, till 
he lost his wits, when she took him up and carried him into a 
closet. Then she came out, with the head of that youth m her 
hand, while I stood silent, fixing not mine eyes on her eyes, 
neither questioning her of the case; and she asked me, “ What 
be this?” “1 wot not,” answered I, and she said, “Take it 
and throw' it into the river." I accepted her commandment, and 
she arose and stripping herself of her clothes, took a knife 
and cut the dead man’s body in pieces, which she laid in three 
baskets, and said to me, “ Throw them into the nver.” I did her 
bidding, and when I returned she said to me, “ Sit, so I may 
relate to thee yonder fellow’s case, lest thou be affrighted at 
what accident hath befallen him. Thou must know that 1 am 
the Caliph’s favourite concubine, nor is there any higher in honour 
with him than I; and I am allowed six nights in each month, 
wherein I go down into the city and tarry with my whilome 
mistress who reared me; and when I go down thus, I dispose 
of myself as I will. Now' this young man was the son of certain 
neighbours of my mistress, w'hen I w'as a iirgin girl. One day, 
my mistress w'as sitting with the chief officers of the palace and I 
W'as alone in the house, and as the night came on, I went up 
to the terrace-roof in order to sleep there, but, ere I was ware, 
this youth came up from the street and, falling upon me, knelt on 
my breast. He w'as aimed with a dagger, and I could not get 
free of him till he had taken my virginity by force; and this 
sufficed him not, but he must needs disgrace me with all the 
folk for, as often as I came dow'n from the palace, he would stand 
in wait for me by the way and possess me against my w'lll and 
follow me whithersoever I went. This, then, is my story, 
and as for thee, thou pleasest me and thy patience pleaseth me, 
and thy good faith and loyal serx'ice, and there abideth with 
me none dearer than thou.’’ Then I lay with her that night 
and there befell w'hat befell between us till the morning, when 
she gave me abundant wealth and took to meeting me at the 
pavilion SIX days in every month After this wise w'e passed 
a w'hole year, at the end of which she cut herself off from 
me a month s space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her 
account. When it was the next month, behold, a little eunuch 
presented himself to me and said, “ I am a messenger to thee 
from Such-an-one, w'ho giveth thee to know that the Commander 





443 


The Concubine of Ai-jraamtin 

of the Faithful Inth ordered her to be drowned, her and those 
nho are with het, si\-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at 
Dajr al-Tin,’ for that they have confessed of leudness, one 
against other, and she sayeth to thee, Look how thou mayst do 
with me .ind how thou mayst contrive to deliver me, even an 
thou gather together all my monej and spend it upon me, for 
that this be the time of manhood.®” Quoth I, “ I know not this 
woman; belike it is other than I to whom this message is sent, 
so beware, O Eunuch, lest thou cast me into a cleft." Quoth he, 
“Behold, I ha\e told thee that 1 h.ad to say,” and went away, 
leaving me in sore concern on her account Now when the 
appointed day came I arose, and, changing my clothes and favour, 
donned sailors apparel; then I took with me a purse full of gold 
and, buying a right good breakfast, accosted a boatman at Dayr 
al-Tin and sat dow n and ate with him , after which I asked him, 
“Wilt thou hire me thy boat?" Answered he, “The Com¬ 
mander of the Faithful hath commanded me to be here ”; and 
he told me the talc of the concubines and how the Caliph 
purposed to drown them that day. When I heard this from him, 
I brought out to him ten gold pieces and discovered to him my 
case, whereupon he said to me, “O my brother, get thee empty 
gourds, and when thy mistress cometh give me to know of her 
and I will contrive the trick.” So I kissed his hand and thanked 
him and, as 1 was walking about, waiting, up came the guards 
and eunuchs escorting the women, who were weeping and 
shrieking and farewelling one another. The Castrates cried out 
to us, whereupon we came wnth the boat, and they said to the 
sailor, “ Who be tins ? ” Said he, “ This be my mate whom 1 
have brought to help me, so one of us may keep the boat, whilst 
another doth your service. ” Then they brought out to us the 
women, one by one, saying, “ Throw them in by the Island”, 
and we replied, “'Tis well.” Now’ each of them was shackled 
and they had made fast about her neck a jar of sand. We did as 
the neutrals bade us and ceased not to take the women, one after 
other, and cast them in, till they gave us my mistress, and 1 
winked at my mate. So we took her and carried her out into 
mid-stream, where I threw to her the empty gourds® and s.iid m 


I ■■ The Convent of Claja Coptic monastery near Cairo 
Ilf. this IS the time to show thjself a man 

3 The Eastern siicccdanetim for swimming-corks and other "life 
preservers" The practice is very ancient we find these gourds upon 
monuments of Egypt and Babylonia 
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her, “ Wait for me at the mouth of the Canal.*” Then we cast 
her in alongside the boat, after we had loosed the jar of sand from 
her legs® and done off her shackles, and returned. Now there 
remained one woman after her: so we took her and drowned her 
and the eunuchs went away, whilst we dropped down the river 
with the craft till we came to the mouth of Khahj, where I saw 
my mistress awaiting me. We haled her up into the canoe and 
returned to our pavilion on Al-Raiizah. Then I rewarded the 
sailor and he tool- his boat and w'ent away , whereupon quoth 
she to me, ” Thou art indeed the friend ever faithful found for the 
shifts of fortune.''” And I sojourned wnth her some days; but the 
shock wrought upon her so that she sickened and fell to wasting 
away, and redoubled in languoi and weakness till she died. 
I mourned for her with exceeding mourning and buried 
her; after which I removed all that w'as in the pavilion to my 
own house and abandoned the building. Now she had brought 
to that pavilion a little coffer of copper, and laid it in a place 
whereof I knew not; so, when the Inspector of Inheritances* 
came, he rummaged the house and found the coffer wnth the 
key in the lock. Presently he opened it, and seeing it full of 
jewels and jacinths and ear-nngs and seal-rings and precious 
stones (and ’Iwas a matter such as is not found save with 
kings and sultans), took it, and me with it, and he and his men 
ceased not to put me to the question with beating and torment 
till I confessed to them the whole affair, from beginning to end. 
Thereupon they carried me to the Caliph and I told him all that 
had passed between me and her; and he said to me, “ O man, 
depart this city, for I release thee on account of thy courage and 
because of thy constancy in keeping thy secret and thy daring in 
exposing thyself to death.” So I arose forthwith and fared from 
his city , and this is what befell me. 


1 Arab " Al-Klialij," the name, still popular, of the Grand Canal of 
Cairo, whose banks, by-the-b>, are quaint and picturesque as anything of the 
kind in Holland 

2 A few lines earlier it was "her neck", but the jar may have slipped 
down 

3 We say more laconically " A friend in need " 

4 Arab “Nazir al-Mawaris,” the employe charged with the disposal of 
legacies and seizing escheats to the Crown when Moslems die intestate He 
IS usually a prodigious rascal, as in the teKt The office was long kept up in 
Southern Curope, and Camoens was sent to Macao as " Provedor dos 
defuntos c ausentes ” 
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